
After waiting years for their roads

to get repaved, many Burton

Valley residents are angry with the

chip seal that has recently been ap-

plied to their neighborhood streets.

There’s been a flurry of complaints to

do something about the situation.

“These streets are unsafe, unsightly,

and diminish property values,” said

Pam and Zap Dawkins in a letter to

the city manager.  Nicole Benveniste

calls the chip seal “completely inap-

propriate” for her neighborhood

street.  Elizabeth McNeil said the

neighbors are up in arms and com-

plained that the kids can’t skateboard

or use their razor scooters on the loose

gravel; in addition, she has an elderly

neighbor who can’t get to her mailbox

due to difficulty with her walker on

the new surface treatment.

      

In an effort to smooth things out,

senior engineer Matt Luttropp and

city manager Steven Falk sent re-

sponses to miffed homeowners.

While Luttropp recognized that the

new chip seal texture was not what

some residents had anticipated, he re-

ferred to a notice sent out in February

explaining the process is intended to

keep the streets in a serviceable con-

dition and that “the finished surface

will have a rough texture and may

have a salt and pepper appearance.

Due to limited resurfacing funds the

city opted to treat the largest number

of roads.”

      

“The city cannot afford to provide

a higher level of paving treatment,”

said Falk in a recent letter to disgrun-

tled Burton Valley neighbors. “I ac-

knowledge and, in fact, agree with

your point that the new surface is not

ideal and it is certainly not as nice as

a newly rebuilt asphalt street should

be.”  He explained what the chip seal

process is and how it works: a mat of

rubberized liquid asphalt with half-

inch rock chips applied over the top–

which fills in the existing cracks in the

street, reducing water infiltration and

preserving the existing condition,

which should add years to the road’s

life. 

      

Describing limited revenues and

lack of large sales tax generating busi-

nesses, Falk pointed out the city coun-

cil gave voters an opportunity to tax

themselves to pay for better roads in

2004, 2007 and 2011.  Those meas-

ures failed to garner enough votes to

pass each time, leading to what Falk

calls a “second-best strategy: extend

the life of the existing roads by using

a variety of coating treatments, with

the treatment itself dictated by the

amount of traffic on the street.”

      

“This is going to cost more

money in the long run,” said McNeil,

“it’s not a solution for Lafayette.”

Benveniste thinks the paving situation

is unfair, describing the situation an

unequal treatment of neighborhoods

and streets.  Young skateboard fan

Alex Low calls the uneven surface

and loose gravel, “the difference be-

tween a band-aid and a trip to the

emergency room.”

      

Due to complaints, a cost sharing

alternative was presented where the

city will offer to share half the cost of

a slurry seal if the residents pay the

other half.  McBride Drive homeown-

ers came together and quickly raised

the necessary matching funds to pay

for the added treatment to cover the

current chip seal.  The campaign to

raise roughly $225 from each house-

hold on the street was spearheaded by

Pam Dawkins, Christy Winkles,

Nicole Benveniste and Elizabeth Mc-

Neil.  Additional neighbors on Green

Acres, Ruppel, Lowell West, Marsha,

Silverado, Lancaster and Crofton

promptly united to collect funds for

the slurry seal on their roads, accord-

ing to Falk.  McBride Drive residents

are looking forward to the slurry seal

that is slated for Monday, July 29 and

plan to attend the next city council

meeting on Aug. 12.   
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Civic News

July 7-July 20
Alarm responses (110)

Traffic Stops (260)

Drugs

Rohrer Dr 

DUI

Chapel Dr

Mt Diablo Bl

Intoxication 

Plaza Wy

Animal Control

Fiesta Ln

Lafayette Cr/Mt Diablo Bl

Battery

Driftwood Dr/St. Mary’s Rd

Auto Burglary

Crescent Dr

El Nido Ranch Rd

Birdhaven Ct

School St

St. Mary’s Rd

Stolen Vehicle

Mt. Diablo Bl

Betty Ln

Residential Burglary

Happy Valley Rd

Deer Hill Rd

Hit & Run

Mt Diablo

Fiesta Ln

Reckless Driving

1st/Mt Diablo Bl 

Acalanes/Hwy 24

Olympic/ Reliez

School St

Happy Valley/Mt Diablo Bl

Dewing/Mt Diablo Bl

Central Laf/Hwy 24

St Mary’s/Woodview

Promiscuous Shooting

Marsha Pl/Silverado Dr

Ellis Ct

Petty Theft

S. Thompson Rd

Mt Diablo Bl

Via Roble

Los Arabis

Marlene Dr

Sunset Lp

Trespassing

Carl Rd

Beechwood

Vandalism

Mt Diablo Bl

Lafayette Police
Department
Crime Statistics

City Council
Monday, Aug. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Aug. 5, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Aug. 12, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Arts & Science Discovery Center,

3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

Lamorinda's Best

Not All Home Care is Alike
Known for the Industry’s Best Caregivers!
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Call Jill to schedule your free assessment today!
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Burton Valley Residents Upset Over Rough Roads 
By Cathy Tyson 

Burton Valley residents gather on rough road covered with chip seal. Photo Cathy Tyson

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

Call Michael Heller
925-998-2150

THE BMW 650 CONVERTIBLE.
STUNNING LOOKS, 
WORTHY OF YOUR STARES.

BMW Concord
Michael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com




