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Gaels Off to Rocky Start in Preseason

By Michael Sakoda

Caroline Beaulne began the season hot, scoring two goals in six games. Vicki Shimus recorded an assist in the

game against Cal. Melinda Madden scored a goal to tie the game against Cal.

fter a hard season last year, the

Saint  Mary’s  College
women’s soccer team looks to
bounce back, but has one of the Top-
10 most difficult schedules in the na-
tion and has already faced some
tough opponents.

Vicki Shimkus

After a 3-0 shutout in the open-
ing match against Grand Canyon on
Aug. 23, the Gaels (3-7) took to the
road. Saint Mary’s faced top compe-
tition and lost four of five games, all
shutouts. They fell 0-1 to No. 11 San
Diego State, 0-2 to No. 16 Denver,
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0-2 to No. 25 Colorado, and 0-3 to
No. 22 Marquette.

“We lost four of our first six
games to top 25 teams on the
road...which proves we’re not a top
25 team on the road,” said head
coach Kai Edwards.

Anne Whipple

The Gaels did pick up a win on
the trip, defeating Loyola Chicago
3-0 on Sept. 8.

Still, Edwards is hopeful. “What
I’d like is for us to rise to the chal-
lenge and fix moments of games,”
he explained. “We didn’t lose any of
those games because for 90 minutes
a team took it to us. We lost them in
1-2 second let downs on our part.”

The Gaels returned home and
defeated New Mexico 1-0 on Sept.
13, but then lost three straight. They
dropped a game 0-2 to Lehigh on
Sept. 15 at home before traveling to
No. 2 Stanford where they lost 0-5
on Sept. 19.

On Sept. 22, the Gaels dropped
a second half heartbreaker, 2-4, to
No. 12 California. Senior Melinda
Madden hit an equalizer in the 62nd
minute, but Cal stormed back to
win.

The good news is the Gaels have
some added fire power in their arse-
nal. “Caroline Beaulne missed the
first four games last year because
she was competing in the under 20
World Cup,” explained Edwards.

Beaulne ended last season with
two goals and four assists, but has
already made waves going for two
goals, two assists in her first six
games.

“She’s all-preseason,” said
Edwards. “We expect another
level out of her. She’s definitely
one of our most dangerous and

talented strikers.”

The team is also motivated by a
motto, “MTXE,” standing for
“Mental Toughness, Extra Effort.”

“We preach that, every game,
every halftime,” said sophomore
centerback Casidee Lynch. “It’s
about accountability to the pursuit of
perfection. We hold each other ac-
countable on the field and know the
standard we have to play at.”

Despite the rough start, the
team’s attitude remains optimistic.

“I think our best game was at
Denver. We didn’t win, but that’s not
what we remember,” said Amanda
Glass, a fifth-year transfer from Cal.
“We came out hard and kept that in-
tensity up...we were really organ-
ized, doing a good job attacking, a
good job defending.”

The non-conference schedule
notwithstanding, the road ahead will
be tough for St. Mary’s.

“I think we have a lot to prove
to ourselves and to our school in the
conference,” said Edwards. “If we
hold ourselves to a high standard,
we have the talent to be a middle of
the pack in the WCC which histori-
cally gets about four or five teams in
the NCAA Tournament.”

Currently, the WCC boasts three
top-25 teams: No. 11 BYU, No. 16
Portland, No. 22 Santa Clara. Pep-
perdine is also receiving votes.

Saint Mary’s hosts Cal Poly on
Friday, Sept. 27 at 4 p.m.

LMSC Team Plays First Club

Tournament

Submitted by Laura Lamison
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Back row, from left: Jared Kolsut, Nathan Tarkoff, Simon Oh, Sebastian Varella, Jeff Dible, Mark Shaw;

Backyard Baseball gets Competitive

Submitted by Jim Malmquist
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Back row, from left: Jada Deitrick, Sasha Lesjack, Kendal Geddes, Bridgette Lane, Sophia Awad
Ava Jacuzzi, Wynter Rivera, and coach "Momo;" front row: Nicole Lamison, Katherine Lankford,

Isabella Aris-Dumas, Gabriella Kummer, Avery Welch, and Alexa Carter.

he Lamorinda Soccer Club’s U9
White team played in the Walnut
Creek Jamboree on Aug. 10-11. It was the
first time that any of the girls played in a
competitive soccer match at the club level,
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and they held their own. No official score
is kept for the tournament, but the girls
played aggressive soccer, making their
coach Seydina Diaw (a.k.a. Momo)
pleased with their effort.

middle row: Ben Stoddard, Grant Malmquist, Gareth Kwok, Eddy Burns; front row: bat boy Collin

Malmquist; not pictured: Sam Saracevic, Aidan Alagappan, Zach Varella, Josh Thuma  Photo provided

Grant Malmgquist and Ben Stoddard de-
cided to spend their summer playing
baseball. So, they organized, ran, and played
on the baseball team that they put together
with their friends. The Lafayette Yetis played
in the two-day tournament hosted by All-

World Baseball in Fremont on August 24-25.

Highlights: Gareth Kwok went 2-for-5, 1
RS, and 5 stolen bases; Grant Malmquist
went 2-for-4, RS, 1 RBI, 8 stolen bases;
Eddy Burns went 1-for-5 and pitched 4
shutout innings.





