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 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

Civic News Lafayette

93 Moraga Way, OrindaBRE #: 00903367

_____CLARK THOMPSON_____ 
                   REAL   ESTATE   BROKER    

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE 

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com
Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

FALL SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

TAXI BLEU
All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

NWFA certified Installation, Sand & Finish
Quality Workmanship

Dust Containment System

Rose Hardwood
Floors Inc.
Don, Manager
925-349-8509
www.RoseHardwoodFloorsInc.com
CA Lic#978671

Free Estimates

Civic News Fire Departments

      

After picking, the grapes get

pressed and prepared for fermenta-

tion. Parkmon Vineyards (Parker sup-

plies the label’s first syllable; his wife,

co-owner Shari Simon makes up its

second half) expects to put up about

1,100 bottles of wine this year, said

assistant winemaker Scott Clifton.  

      

Parkmon is one of approximately

18 vineyards in the Lamorinda area,

all of which are racing against the

clock while the harvest comes in two

weeks ahead of schedule.  

      

“They picked two vineyards in

Orinda yesterday,” Parker said.  

      

Their east by southeast hillside is

sheltered from wind and fog by

nearby Mulholland Ridge.  The cou-

ple grows the Rhone varietals viog-

nier, grenache, syrah, and mourvedre,

as well as zinfandel, all of which

thrive in clay soil and warm weather. 

      

The white wine grapes as well as

pinot noir and merlot were harvested

by early September, with the focus

now turning to cabernet, sangiovese,

and syrah. With help from Clifton,

Rodrigo Loera Garcia, and daughter

Ali, Parker expected to finish picking

that morning’s round of grapes “in

about three hours.”

      

With the art of gardening com-

pleted, the science of winemaking

begins.

Early Harvest on Lamorinda Hills
... continued from page A1

Parkmon Vineyards owner Dave Parker and his daughter, Ali, pick grapes while wife,
and co-owner Shari Simon looks on from the distance.         Photo Cathy Dausman

Lamorinda Fire News Briefs
... continued from page A9

       

A major obstacle that needs to be worked out prior to the

detachment is the determination of the actual amount of

Lafayette’s portion of the unfunded pension liability in Con-

Fire’s retirement plan, which is managed by the Contra Costa

County Employees’ Retirement Association. ConFire Chief

Daryl Louder suggested that Bartel Associates, a San Mateo

retirement plan consulting firm, be contacted to do an audit

of the city’s retirement obligations, including the unfunded

pension liability and other post-employment benefits. “And

we also need to find out Lafayette’s percentage of the pension

plan assets,” said task force member Jim Cunha.

      

As the complexity of the unanswered questions esca-

lated throughout the evening, it became more and more

evident just how accurate Reilly’s earlier observation was.

      

The questions will resume at the next task force meet-

ing, Oct. 29.

The structures would be sustainably built and organized

to reduce visibility, with extensive landscaping that incor-

porates more than 700 trees around the perimeter of 14

two- and three-story buildings.

      

Unfortunately the project explanation and scale model

wasn’t enough to persuade Design Review commission-

ers.  As the meeting wrapped up, they embraced the goal

of providing concerns, questions and comments to the ap-

plicant.  They made plain their issues for the largest pro-

posed development in Lafayette’s history:  “This overall

approach is rather pedestrian, predictable and ordinary,”

said commissioner Ken Hertel noting that it could be

found in Modesto or Dublin. “Seas of carports to me don’t

rise to the occasion,” for the site that is a gateway to the

city.

      

Commissioner Tom Chastain called current plans a

“non-starter” adding, “I cannot think of any project where

we have allowed this degree of grading.”

      

This is the applicant’s first time seeking design feed-

back; project manager Dave Baker expressed willingness

to hear and incorporate comments, saying he was “glad

to work” on alternative plans with a different layout. 

      

Look for alternative design plans at the next Design

Review meeting to hear this matter Oct. 28 in the Com-

munity Hall of the Lafayette Library and Learning Center. Conceptual context map Provided

Complete Design Change Requested for
Terraces Project
... continued from page A2

Kids on Track

Students at Lafayette Elementary School can now run

to their hearts’ delight on their newly completed track.

The PTA decided to use some of their reserve funds to pay

for the 1,100 foot long paved path that was installed over

the summer.  “The kids and teachers are really loving it,”

said PTA President Valerie Keely.  C. Tyson

Photo Cathy Tyson


