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Family Law
Litigation and Mediation

The Law Offices of Jonathan D. Larose APC  

Discreet, Settlement-Oriented, Experienced
Offices in Walnut Creek and Fremont

Member Orinda Chamber of Commerce

Learn more at jdlaroselaw.com and 866-585-6314

 

 
 

 

 

In the holiday season to come, 
 book your special events at  

the Moraga Country Club facility. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
For tours to visit our facilities please make an appointment in advance.  

Contact us at 925-376-2200 

1600 Saint Andrews Drive, Moraga, CA 94556 

Donald Drive Home Appeal Continued
By Sophie Braccini

Noting that some technical

questions remain unan-

swered, the Moraga Town Council

decided to continue the hearing of

an appeal challenging the approval

of the design of a new home on a

steep hill off Donald Drive to Jan.

22. 

      

The futuristic green home pro-

posed for the lot at 1800 Donald

Drive by Orinda architect James

Wright has been on the drawing

board for more than two years.

Since the start, Wright worked with

town staff to understand the rules

and make sure that no grading per-

mit or variance would be required.  

      

Wright designed a home that

conforms to the topography of the

hill, rather than excavating a flat

building pad.  The architect believes

the amount of grading is zero, since

foundations are not counted in the

amount of dirt moved.  The Town

Council did not adopt staff and

planning commission’s recommen-

dation to approve the design, but in-

stead argued that the excavation

could be much larger than is antici-

pated by the architect and required

an evaluation of the dirt that will

have to be moved, other than the

foundation itself, to place the build-

ing on site.  If that amount were to

be higher than 50 cubic yards, a

grading permit would be required.

      

The second item that concerned

the Town Council was whether the

driveway that sits above the house

and is supported by posts would re-

quire a variance for approval.

Staff’s position is that the driveway

is integral to the house and does not

need a variance; some of the council

members declared they need legal

certainty. The Town Council’s ques-

tions should be answered at its Jan.

22 meeting.

Café Hacienda to Stay for Now
By Sophie Braccini

Volunteers from the Hacienda

Foundation of Moraga and

the Moraga Park Foundation

demonstrated their desire to be in-

cluded in the discussion of Cafe

Hacienda’s future by waiting at a

Town Council meeting until mid-

night on Nov. 13 for their chance

to support the cafe but also request

a discussion of the potential impli-

cations for the Hacienda de las

Flores if it were to become the per-

manent location of a restaurant.

     

“The Hacienda is our sand-

box,” said Steve Woehleke, Ha-

cienda Foundation president. The

statement expressed the feeling of

ownership that the volunteers,

who have invested hours of ex-

pertise in the public facility, de-

rive from their work.  Park Foun-

dation members expressed the

same sentiment. 

     

Both groups met to discuss

their concerns that the mission of

the Hacienda as a public facility

for events and classes could be al-

tered by the cafe’s use of the

kitchen and dance room during the

week.   ... continued on page A11

moved to Lafayette!
Over 23 years serving Lamorinda.
Specializing in Precision Cut • Style • 
Color & Perms • Women • Men • Children

“In APPRECIATION of all of my many loyal
and dependable customers who have come
to my new location and as a THANK YOU to
all of my new customers, please accept a
HOLIDAY DISCOUNT of 20% off any hair
cut for the month of November.” Ozzie

Now located in Lafayette 
3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite F
Please call Ozzie to schedule an
appointment: 925.389.6202
Across from Lafayette Car Wash Next
to Casa Burrito     Happy Holidays!

Providing the best European
hair care in Lamorinda!

Real Estate…Simplified!

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

51 Moraga Way, Suite 1, Orinda
925.254.0440

www.bhghome.com/Orinda

6 Las Vegas Court, Orinda

Beautifully renovated mid-century modern home on
a private Ct in Orinda Country Club. Peaceful &

Relaxing setting. Open flexible floor plan w/ lots of
windows to bring outside in. Modern gourmet

kitchen. Master BR w/ bonus sitting room. All new
flooring. Close to Shops, 24, & BART yet worlds away.
Offered at $889,000 by Larry Jacobs 925.788.1362

and Kress Hauri 925.899.5739

2742 Oak Road #208, Walnut Creek

Beautiful and sophisticated unit with no
downstairs neighbors. First 2 bedroom/2 bath unit
for sale in complex in ages. Features new kitchen
and updated baths, new flooring, vaulted ceilings,
gas fireplace, dining area, deck and so much more!

Overlooks pool.
Offered at $315,000 by Ruth Eddy

925.788.5449

958 28th Street, Emeryville

Approx. 5000 SF 90X40 foot print, with living space
above – Investor potential to build lofts!!!! Light-

filled brick walled unit, fabulous appliances,
separate bedroom, workout room, “employee”
coffee laundry and communal room!!  30foot

ceilings! Room to own your own motorcycle or air
hanger space! Call Maureen Coldwell-Meuer

510.915.0092 for price.

5 Westover Court, Orinda

This is a bright 3-bedroom, 2 bath home with a
panoramic view of the hills.  The house needs

some updating but is located on a short court in
the desirable Ivy Drive neighborhood, within

walking distance of all schools.  It also has a small
level backyard for entertaining. 

Sold “as is” off the market for $990,000 by
Kathy Wu 925.997.9002

3683 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

Gated and fully fenced estate property near town
on beautiful 1.24 acre lot with Mt. Diablo views.

Features include grass tennis court, pool and
storage barn set amid ancient oaks. 4210 sf

home is a delight with spacious living room and
formal dining room opening to spectacular

backyard.   Offered at $2,650,000 by Jim
Colhoun 925.200.2795

811 Skyline Blvd, Oakland 

Sweet retreat in the Montclair Hills. Mid-Century
modern w/ fantastic open floor plan. High ceilings
w/ walls of glass. Wooded setting w/ partial bay

view. Hardwood floors & new carpeting. Decks for
entertaining. Walk to parks and trails. 5 minutes

from Montclair Village.  
Offered at $620,000 by Kress Hauri 925.899.5739

and Larry Jacobs 925.788.1362

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; 
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

During this season of Thanksgiving, we would
like to express our gratitude to all of our

clients for trusting us to
assist with your real
estate needs!  If

you'd like some
wonderful new
recipes for this

year, we're happy
to share some at

www.bhg.com/recipes.
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Kathy Wu 
925.997.9002   

kathy@kathywu.com

Dana Fillinger 
925.588.6409 

dana.fillinger@bhghome.com

Rosemary Tool 
510.750.2695  

rosemary.tool@bhghome.com

Janine Hunt 
510.409.6266

janine.hunt@bhghome.com

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
regina.englehart@bhghome.com

Meet our Featured Agents ...




