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With the divorce rate in the United States near-
ing 50 percent, and typical marriages lasting
approximately 8 years, what’s the secret to a

long-lasting relationship?  Five Lamorinda couples, all who
met as students at Acalanes, Miramonte and Campolindo
high schools – with marriages now spanning 10, 20, and 30

years – share what makes their relationships work.

     
For Karen Blodgett, who met her husband, Larry, in an

Acalanes High School Spanish class in 1980, it’s all about
friendship. “We’ve grown together, and we are also best
friends,” she says. After attending class together for a few
months, Larry Blodgett built up the courage to ask the

younger girl out and “the relationship has not stopped since,”
he says. Larry went on to college in Idaho after graduating
from Acalanes in 1982 – Karen graduated the following year
– but he never stopped thinking about the girl he left behind.
“Karen was the only one on my mind,” he says.  
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Eichler Revival

By Sophie Braccini

Girls'
Soccer
Heats Up

Lamorinda Couples Share the Secret to Their Longevity
Photos Sophie Braccini and provided

After Impasse, What's Next?
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District board of di-
rectors announced Jan. 28 that it had de-

clared an impasse in labor negotiations with its
firefighters, represented by the United Professional
Firefighters of Contra Costa County, Local 1230. 

      
The union has worked under the terms of a

contract that expired Dec. 31, 2010, and this is not
the first time that the district has declared an im-
passe in labor negotiations.  In June 2012, the dis-
trict made a last, best and final offer that was
rejected by the union. Though the board declared
an impasse, no further action was taken by either
side. “We mutually agreed to wait until Gov.
Brown's pension legislation went through to see
how that would change things,” said MOFD union
representative Mark DeWeese. 

      
But negotiations went nowhere throughout

2013, and an impasse was declared in January after
the district presented the union its last, best and

final offer; the union proposed a counter (see side-
bar).  The union now has until Feb. 27 to formally
request that the district go through a state mandated
fact-finding process, according to Eddie Kreisberg,
the district's labor negotiator. 

      
The fact-finding process is a form of media-

tion. Each side appoints a member to a panel
chaired by a neutral party approved by both the
district and the union. The three-person panel con-
ducts an investigation and within 30 days, recom-
mends the terms of a settlement. Its findings are
advisory only; “Whatever the fact-finding panel
says will be non-binding,” said DeWeese.

      
Not only is the process non-binding; it can be

expensive. The hearings can last for several days,
and may require the attendance of district staff,
witnesses and legal counsel. Plus, both MOFD
and the union split the costs of the neutral panel
member. ... continued on page A9
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1124 Flowerwood Place, Walnut Creek $998,000 You’ll love this
attractive and

remodeled Walnut
Creek home on a quiet
cul-de-sac at a great
price. 4 BR, 3.5 BA,

Over 3200 s.f.,
Gourmet kitchen and

solar heated pool. 
Call Jim for more
information at 
925.200.2795CalBRE# 01029160

Jim Colhoun Presents     

Sweetheart of a
home

Jim Colhoun
Relocation & Home Marketing Specialist  
www.jimcolhoun.com

925.200.2795

Survivor's
Heart

Oak Tree Down

In the aftermath of last weekend's heavy
rain, this majestic oak came crashing
down at noon Monday onto the 90-year-
old Casa Vernana building at Camino
Pablo and Miner Road in Orinda.
Photo and information provided by John Fernbacher



At a puzzling meeting Feb. 3, the
KB Home project slated for the

gravel parking lot behind Panda Ex-
press went before the Planning Com-
mission to receive comments.  Senior
planner Christine Sinnette called the
situation “unusual” and “very differ-
ent from anything staff has done in the
past.”  Planning Commissioners were
initially confused because the pro-
posed 69-unit building’s massing and
height had already been decided by

the City Council prior to a Dec. 6,
2012 legal deadline and the Design
Review Commission had approved
the project and will be looking at the
finer details of the design as a condi-
tion of their approval, leaving the
Planning Commissioners scratching
their heads over the purely procedural
review.   

      
“There is no point in a Planning

Commission meeting at this point”
said Commissioner Jeanne Atelje-
vich.  “The size and mass were dic-
tated long ago in developer
agreements.”

      
Explaining they are “90 percent”

done with the design of the project,
project manager Steve Buchholz of
Heller Manus Architects clarified
that is the reason the Design Review
Commission was able to approve the
project, and that all of the final draw-
ings along with refinements will
come back for a final review by the
DRC.

      
A staff report prepared for the

Feb. 3 meeting noted the require-
ment of the Planning Commission to
review the plans, and that DRC will
continue to work with KB Home on
further design details, including

lighting fixtures, fencing materials,
detailed landscape specifications. 

      
It has taken years to get to this

point of having nothing to decide at
a meeting, aside from brief commen-
tary.  Changes have been made to
this multi-family complex on a 1.5
acre parcel in the heart of Lafayette
with regard to size and ownership.
Originally Lafayette Residential
Partners proposed development on
the site, but sold their interest to KB
Homes about five years ago, now the
structure is shorter than when first
proposed and the number of units
has been scaled back from 81 to 69
units.  A  Development Agreement
was amended in February of 2008,
which ratified terms that both the
city and the developer agreed upon
almost 15 years ago; freezing the
city’s rules and regulations to the
original approval date of April, 1998.

      
Moving forward, the City Coun-

cil, on a split vote, approved concep-
tual architectural plans in late 2012
for a 72-unit, 55-foot tall structure
that is the third component of the
Town Center development.  It has
since been revised to a total of 69
one-, two- and three-bedroom units.

Conditions of approval required that
both the Design Review Commis-
sion and Planning Commission re-
spond to six specific directives to
make the project approvable.  Direc-
tives range from incorporating a
grand gesture or organizing element
to simplify materials to reduce the
verticality and beyond.   

      
Because the relevance of com-

ments was in question, none of the
commissioners addressed the list of
six directives, noting those items are
the jurisdiction of the Design Review
Commission.  Commissioner Karen
Maggio expressed concern about
sustainability issues, she wanted the
living areas to be “more gracious”
and commented about the scarcity of
green features such as the lack of
natural light and ventilation in the in-
terior corner units, “this design is so
20 years ago.”

      
The next step for the project is to

go before the City Council on Feb.
24 for their review.  Changes or
amendments can still be made by the
City Council at that time by a major-
ity vote.  Then it will circle back to
Design Review for further refine-
ment of design details. 
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Civic News

City Council
Monday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room at 1212
Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 12, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Lafayette Police
Summary,
Jan.19 - Feb. 1

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

1152 Brown Avenue !"#$#%&'&
5BR+ Office  |  5.5BA 

5762± Sq. Ft.  |  1.95± Acre Lot

()&*&+!#,!-. //0 111 
1152BrownAve.com 

Dream View Property«
Private Yet Close to Everything!

Lafayette’s Best

KB Project Makes Concluding Rounds
By Cathy Tyson

Rendering of the south elevation, Lafayette Town Center Phase III. Courtesy of Heller Manus

Alarm Reports: 34
Suspicious Vehicle Stops 
      Recorded: 18
Alcohol:
      1/29 DUI misdemeanor, 
      Bacon Wy/Springbrook Rd
      1/30 Drunk in Public, 
      Noah’s Bagels
      1/31 Intoxicated Subject, 
      Lafayette Cr
      2/1 DUI misdemeanor, 
      Old Tunnel Rd/Windsor Dr
Arrests:
      1/22 Warrant Arrest, Safeway
      1/25 Warrant Arrest, 
      Mt Diablo Bl
Auto:
      1/21 Hit and Run 
      misdemeanor, Brown Av
      Hit and Run 
      misdemeanor, Lafayette Cr
Burglaries:
      1/20 Auto Burglary, 3400 
      Block Monroe Av
      1/22 Residential Burglary, 
      location not available
      Auto Burglary, 
      Oakwood Athletic Club
      1/23 Auto Burglary, 
      Oakwood Athletic Club
      Auto Burglary, 4000 
      Block Mt Diablo Bl (2)
      Auto Burglary, PD 
      1/26 Residential Burglary, 
      Shangri La Rd
      Auto Burglary, 3700 
      Block Mt Diablo Bl
Disturbances/Public Nuisance:
      1/24 Harassment, location 
      not available
      1/25 Juvenile Disturbance, 
      Old Tunnel Rd
      Verbal Dispute, location 
      not available

      Panhandling, Safeway 
      1/26 Panhandling, Safeway 
      1/28 Disturbing the Peace, 
      Rohrer Dr
      Verbal Dispute 1st St/Mt 
      Diablo Bl
      1/30 Verbal Dispute, Moraga Bl
      2/1 Public Nuisance, 
      Martino Rd
      Public Nuisance, 
      Springhill Rd
Fireworks:
      1/26 Burton Valley 
      Elementary School
Missing:
      1/23 Adult, Via Los Colorados
      1/24 Adult, Wilkinson Ln
      2/1 Adult, 1st St
Possession: 
      1/23 Paraphenalia, Miller Dr
Reckless Driving:
      1/19 Golden Gate Wy/Mt 
      Diablo Bl
      1/22 Deer Hill Rd/1st St
      1/25 Sweet Dr
      1/30 St Marys Rd/Glenside Dr
      2/1 Pleasant Hill Rd/Reliez 
      Valley Rd
Theft:
      1/20 Petty Theft 3300 Block 
      Mt Diablo Bl
      Petty Theft, location not 
      available
      1/22 Grand Theft, Deer Hill Rd
      1/24 Petty Theft, Woodview Dr
      1/28 Petty Theft, Starbucks 
      Petty Theft, location not 
      available
      2/1 Grand Theft, Oak Hill Rd
Trespass:
      1/20 3700 Block Mt Diablo Bl
Vandalism:
      2/1 Brown Av

e Lafayette City Council is
soliciting applicants to fill the
following volunteer vacancies:

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Circulation Commission, Lafayette Community
Center Foundation, Capital Projects Assessment Committee (CPAC), Creeks Committee,
Design Review Commission, Downtown Street Improvement Master Plan Committee
(DSIMPIC), Environmental Task Force, Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission, Planning
Commission, Public Art Committee, Senior Services Commission, Youth Commission and
Lafayette’s representative to the Contra Costa County Advisory Council on Aging.

Lafayette is a community that prides itself on its strong volunteer participation. For
information about these vacancies and the responsibilities of each of these bodies please visit
our website.  www.lovelafayette.org  Applications can be downloaded from our webpage or
contact city offices (925-284-1968) and an application will be mailed to you.

All positions are OPEN UNTIL FILLED.

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

Let us help your loved ones
retain their pride, dignity & 
independence with our full-
service home care.
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24/7 On Call HOME
CARE Experts

Best Home Care For Le$$
$1000 off
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EL!/.'$%-!/&'&/3/)
.AA,+!,M5&+,-!NOPOQPRS

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-
Saturday

10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/15/14.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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A Member of Real Living

29

 Under 2000 sq. ft. 2000-2500 sq. ft. Over 2500 sq. ft.

 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013

Total Homes Sold 28 22 46 49 52 58

Avg. Days on Market 28 14 18 17 37 29

Sold Over Asking Price 11 18 23 29 21 34

Sold Under Asking Price 12 3 17 11 25 17

Sold at Asking Price 5 1 6 7 6 7 

Avg. Sales Price $747,000 $844,454 $911,000 $1,075,000 $1,247,000 $1,360,000

Avg. Sales Price Per Sq. Ft. $429 $493 $407 $489 $390 $441

Another very exciting year in Real Estate. As you can see, prices increased dramatically 
especially in the last 6 months of the year. With inventory as low as it is multiple oGers are 
common. If you were on the fence about whether to sell or not this is a really good time.

 
Thank you for your continued support and your referrals. Never hesitate to email or call.

As always, I am here to help… I listen and I care!

Moraga Home Price Comparison Between 2012 & 2013

Mayor Plays at Mayor’s
Concert

At the 18th annual Mayor’s Con-
cert the Stanley Symphonic

Band had a special guest artist, Mayor
Don Tatzin on the baritone horn.  Be-
cause this is his sixth time as mayor,
he’s enjoyed the band over the years
as a listener, but this was the first time
he was able to unveil his hidden talent
as a euphonium player.

      
With proud parents ringing the

band room, Tatzin and the student
band members did not disappoint.
They played an interesting variety of
music that included the majestic
theme from “The Man from Snowy
River,” the “National Emblem” – a

rousing marching band piece – a
swashbuckling medley from the Pi-
rates of the Caribbean and
Tchaikovsky’s “Chanson Triste.”

      
Tatzin had been practicing, but

commented on his rustiness, noting
the 45 year gap since he last played.
He fit right in with the toe tapping stu-
dents calling it “a great experience.”
He got high marks from director Bob
Athayde, for listening closely and
using Smart Music, music education
software for students, to get up to
speed.  No report card for his morning
of music, this was strictly an extra
credit assignment.  C. Tyson

Photo Ellen Reintjes

Greenlight on Lafayette
School District Parcel Tax
By Cathy Tyson

With a unanimous vote,
Lafayette school board

members approved putting a
measure on the May 6 ballot to
replace property tax measures
that will sunset in 2015.  Voters
will be asked to make a decision
on the $539 tax that would in-
clude an exemption for seniors, a
cost of living adjustment and

have no sunset date to continue to
fund key academic programs for
the district.  Current voter ap-
proved measures J and B will ex-
pire in 2015, this new tax, if
approved, will “continue to main-
tain programs that we have now,”
explained board president Teresa
Gerringer.

            
... continued on page A11

Announcing 
Open Houses
Lafayette 
Open Houses

February 10th

at 6:30 p.m.

984 Moraga Rd.
(925) 284-4321

Walnut Creek 
Open Houses

February 25th

at 6:00 p.m.

55 Eckley Lane
(925) 934-1507

Open Houses are for adults only

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

HAPPY 
VALENTINES DAY!

We are NOW a part of  "THE KNOT"

Fresh flowers for any occasion 
Weddings • Proms

Sympathy arrangements • Plants 

We are here to help you celebrate your
loved ones.  CALL US!

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Lovely remodeled 2,351+/- sq. ft.,
4BD/2BA home on the border of
Poet’s Corner with wonderful open
spaces. Situated on a beautifully
landscaped .24+/- acre lot, the

home enjoys an exceptional eat-in
kitchen open to

beautiful great room,
sophisticated living &
dining rooms, plus a

fantastic 
master suite 

Offered at $849,000

Pending with Multiple
Offers!

120 Pleasant View Drive, Pleasant Hill 

Wonderful Moraga updated
condominium ideally located

close to park, library and
shopping. This updated 2BD +

office/loft and 2BA unit is
sunny and bright with a
beautiful custom kitchen
including stainless steel
appliances and granite
countertops. With high

ceilings and a private patio,
this home is a lovely retreat.

Represented Buyer 

Sold
137 Via Joaquin, Moraga

120PleasantView.com
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

More Moraga Civic News 
on Page A11 and A14

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, March 11, 7:30 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd. 

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

925.200.2222 Gary
925.878.9685 Ken 
gabernie@pacunion.com
ken@ryersonrealty.com
License #: 00686144 | 01418309 

Charming, ranch-style home in the much sought after Sanders Ranch 
neighborhood. 3BR/2BA home with fabulous open floor plan.

The Bernie & Ryerson Team

 !"#$"%&#'&("')*+*,*-.)/.0*'1*2.!3*4#5#&6

Match the color of the 
type to the background this 
logo will be placed on
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A Matter of  Transparent Government
Three ad hoc subcommittees will make a big difference 
By Sophie Braccini

Three subcommittees will
work on topics this year that

could heavily impact Moraga’s
future: the ad hoc facilities plan-
ning subcommittee will join
elected civic officials with repre-
sentatives from the Moraga
School District, Campolindo High
School and Saint Mary’s College
to discuss cooperative planning of
recreation resources; the country
club golf course negotiating team
will discuss a new rental rate with
Moraga Country Club for the
“back nine” parcel, which belongs

to the town; and the hillside and
ridgeline subcommittee will study
potential updates to the town’s
regulations.  Since not more than
two elected officials participate on
each of these subcommittees, the
meetings are not governed by the
Brown Act and do not have to be
open to the public.  However, the
facilities planning subcommittee
and the ridgeline and hillside sub-
committee will hold public meet-
ings in the name of transparency.
Subcommittees make recommen-
dations, not decisions.

     
The initial meeting of the Joint

Facilities Planning Subcommittee
was set for Feb. 10 at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores. This subcom-
mittee is tasked with taking an
inventory of existing resources
and recommending both short-

and long-term facilities planning;
from joint use agreements to im-
proving and enhancing sports
fields/facilities in Moraga. “The
public is encouraged to attend,”
said Jay Ingram, parks and recre-
ation director, who added that the
monthly meeting dates will be
posted on the town website.
Members of the Moraga Sports
Alliance and the Park and Recre-
ation Commission will also partic-
ipate in the discussion.
Recommendations from this sub-
committee are anticipated in the
fall. 

     
The Hillside and Ridgelines

Subcommittee will also conduct
its meetings in the public arena.
Dates have not been determined
yet, but the Town Council has
hired a consultant, The Planning

Center/DC&E, that staff presented
as having extensive experience in
planning and zoning for hillside
development, technical expertise
in geotechnical issues and hazards
mapping.  The consultant will in-
teract with the subcommittee and
will also conduct outreach meet-
ings with residents.

     
The team that will negotiate

with MCC has not started any pre-
liminary work yet.  Town staff will
first conduct an appraisal of the
property.  The team will report the
advancement of its negotiation to
the Town Council during closed
sessions; it is therefore unlikely
that the meetings will be public.
There again, the team will make
recommendations, the final deci-
sion will be made by the Town
Council during a public meeting.

Moraga Police 
Department

Suspicious credit card transac-
tions, 1/27/14 A call from his bank
gave a Sanders Ranch resident a
heads up that there were two sus-
picious transactions on his credit
card in January.  Oddly enough
the fellow had recently received a
bank credit card that he had not
applied for.  The bank stopped the
mysterious, possibly fraudulent
phantom shopping transactions
before completed.  The surprising
credit card was cancelled.  Cops
gave the victim an identity theft
affidavit. 

Senior moment? 2/01/14 It was
only 7:30 a.m. when officers con-
tacted an elderly driver blocking
a lane on Moraga Road near
Ascot.  The driver possibly be-
came confused and straddled the
concrete center media, hitting a
“one way” sign in the process.
No injuries to the driver, but re-
pairing the busted sign will cost
around $500.  The car was towed
from the scene.

D.U.I. 2/01/14 A blue Jeep was
paced at 50 m.p.h. in a 25 m.p.h.
on Ascot Drive in the wee hours
of the morning.  Upon contact
with the 21-year-old driver, cops
could smell alcohol.  Officers at-
tempted to give the driver a field
sobriety test, but it was stopped
for the subject’s safety.  He was
taken to the Moraga Police De-
partment for a blood test, arrested
for D.U.I. and later released to a
friend.

Identity theft, 1/30/14 A Mira-
monte Drive resident received a
phone call from the Macy’s fraud
department stating that an account
was opened in her name and over
$5,000 was charged.  The victim
also discovered $1,500 of bogus
charges on her bank account.  The
case is under investigation.

Unauthorized solicitor, 1/29/14
Cops got a call about a solicitor in
the area of Greenfield Drive and
Crossbrook Court.  Unfortunately
the subject was not in possession
of a solicitor’s permit that is now
required by the town Municipal
Code.  While doing a background
check, police discovered the sales
person had an arrest warrant for
disorderly conduct in Texas,
which did not provide for extradi-
tion.  He got a stern warning and
said he would comply with the
permit requirement.

Road rage in Moraga? 1/29/14
Reporting that she had been tail-
gated by a female in an SUV on
Moraga Road, a woman reported
to police that the tailgater was ap-
parently incensed that she  was
driving too slow, shook her fists
and passed her, and threw a can of
soda at her car.  The reporting per-
son wisely got the cranky driver’s
license plate number.  Although
she requested documentation of
the incident, the allegedly slower
driver declined to press charges.
Cops attempted to contact the reg-
istered owner with negative re-
sults.
In addition, the following
crimes were reported between
Jan. 28 and Feb. 4
Suspicious circumstances 

San Pablo Ct
Buckingham Dr
Augusta Dr

Theft of mail  Roberts Ct
False alarm  Moraga Rd

Moraga Wy
Fieldbrook Pl 
Camino Ricardo
Calle La Mesa
Brandt
Larch Av

Disturbing the peace  
Ascot Dr

Elder financial scam  
Tharp Dr

Found Property  Devin Dr 
Vandalism Rheem Bl

Moraga Rd
D.U.I.         Moraga Rd at Corliss
Traffic accident Moraga Rd

Corliss Dr
Ascot

Capturing a Piece of  the County’s $2
Billion Road Pie 
By Sophie Braccini

When it comes to getting a
share of the $2 billion gen-

erated by measures C and J,  Lamor-
inda is not very well positioned with
its reputation of relative affluence.
Additionally, secluded Moraga does
not have within its boundaries any of
the roads that get the bulk of the fund-
ing – the routes of regional signifi-
cance.  This is why the creative
members of the Lamorinda Program
Management Committee, staff and
elected officials, came up with a new
concept: the inter-jurisdictional roads,
or routes of Lamorinda significance.
Time will tell if the new concept is
fruitful – if the presentation of collab-
orative projects to improve these
roads is the key to unlocking the
county’s coffers.

      
“There is no guarantee of fund-

ing,” admitted Moraga’s planning di-
rector, Shawna Brekke-Read, at a
January Town Council meeting, “but
it is one of the reasons that the com-
mittee members were discussing
adding different categories and inter-
jurisdictional routes. Increasingly
Lamorinda is having difficulty being
competitive in the grant world (for
road projects), because to the question
‘is the project on a route of regional
significance?’ we always respond
‘no.’ One idea is to bring a new cate-
gory to the table.” 

      
The Lamorinda Program Man-

agement Committee did not com-
pletely agree on which roads should
be included in the new concept, but
some common ground was found that
includes Moraga Road, Moraga Way,
Mt. Diablo Boulevard and the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail. 

      
The program management com-

mittee puts together and updates the
Lamorinda Action Plan. It is com-
prised of one elected official from
each city – Mike Metcalf (Moraga),
Amy Worth (Orinda) and Don Tatzin
(Lafayette) – supported by staff from
all three cities. The action plan as-
sesses regional transportation issues
within the Lamorinda area, measures
the level of service and makes recom-
mendations on improvement projects
and programs. The committee’s role
is also to foster a cooperative planning
process under the Measure J program.

      
“There are other routes that were

proposed as inter-jurisdictional
roads,” Metcalf reported at the Jan. 22
meeting of the Moraga Town Coun-
cil, “Rheem Boulevard, Glorietta and
the Saint Mary’s Road-Glenside-Re-
liez Station-Olympic route.”  But the
committee was divided. “It is a fact of
life that these roads are used by com-
muters from different cities,” said
Metcalf, “but representatives of
Lafayette and Orinda to the Lamor-
inda Action Plan meeting pointed out
that residents living along these roads

consider them as neighborhood
streets, not commute paths.”   

      
“Do we want to ruffle feathers (in

Lafayette and Orinda), or do we want
to take a backseat on this?” asked
Councilmember Dave Trotter.  The
Moraga Town Council gave its sup-
port to the new concept for Moraga
Way, Moraga Road, the regional trail,
and Mt. Diablo Boulevard. On Jan. 27
the Lamorinda Program Management
Committee agreed to implement the
plan.

What Are
Measures C and J?
In 1988 Contra Costa County
voters approved Measure C, a
0.005 percent local sales tax
that generated $1 billion in
funding for transportation
projects and programs over 20
years. Measure C also created
the Contra Costa Transporta-
tion Authority (CCTA), with a
board of 11 elected officials
and three ex-officio members
to guide the expenditure of the
sales tax proceeds in accor-
dance with the voter-approved
expenditure plan. In 2004 the
voters also approved Measure J
extending the sales tax for 25
years, through 2034, and gen-
erating an additional $2 billion.

Proud to announce the first
green and Eco Friendly
Dry Cleaning in Moraga

Rheem Valley
Cleaners
568 Center St., Moraga
Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center

Rheemvalleycleaners.com

925-247-5499

20% off for new customers*

10% off for our loyal customers*

*off dry cleaning items during February 2014

Valentine special
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Realtor/Broker
Certified Residential Specialist

925-254-7600 office
925-788-0229 cell

Alex@AGRealty1.com
Search MLS at 

www.AlexGailas.com

27 Year Orinda Resident 
and Businessman

Skillfully Connecting Buyers and Sellers 
With Compelling Properties

43 Moraga Way
Orinda

Chief  Seeks Part-Time Community
Service Officer
By Sophie Braccini

The state of California requires
all police departments to prop-

erly collect, process, dispose of and/or
store evidence. According to Bob
Priebe, Moraga’s police chief, there
are not enough personnel in his de-
partment to do this work. “This is a
problem,” he said at a recent Town
Council meeting. “We have several
years’ worth of narcotics and stored
weapons that need to be destroyed
and we simply don’t have the time to
do it.” This work is done by the chief
himself or by a lieutenant, who will
retire in March, when time permits. In

the past, a community service officer
has sometimes fulfilled that function,
but the position has been staffed on
and off depending on funding.  The
Town Council approved the hiring of
a new part-time CSO and the chief is
actively recruiting; members of the
community are welcome to send their
resumes.

      
The CSO will be a non-sworn

civilian employee of the town.  Priebe
stated at the meeting that the financial
impact to the town of Moraga would
be about $40,000 a year. He added
that he was not asking for a full time

employee because he didn’t want to
have to cut that position again.  The
chief does not expect to hire someone
already fully trained for a part-time
job, “We will hire someone who has
the potential to become a good CSO;
we will provide the training and get
them to where they need to be.”
Priebe described the CSO as someone
of the highest character, with attention
to details.

      
The full description for the posi-

tion is posted on the PD’s web site
with specifics on how to apply; go to
police.moraga.ca.us.

Will TSAC Rise from the Ashes?
By Sophie Braccini

Right after the Town Council
had an initial discussion about

the possibility of sunsetting the Traf-
fic and Safety Advisory Committee
due to lack of activity during 2013,
a flurry of issues were brought to the
committee’s January meeting.  For
Moraga residents concerned about
traffic and safety problems they
want resolved, TSAC is a sounding
board where they can express them-
selves, be acknowledged, and in
some cases achieve resolution with-
out further ado.  But the viability of
TSAC remains in question, because

only one of the current members has
re-applied for next year, current
chair John Valentine, and no candi-
dates have stepped forward to fill the
four remaining seats. 

      
“Based on the meeting we had

in January it would be tragic to lose
TSAC, because people need to have
some type of public hearing and the
Town Council cannot handle every-
thing,” said Valentine.  TSAC meets
quarterly; volunteers need not have
traffic experience to serve on the
committee.

      
At the Jan. 15 meeting about a

dozen residents came to share issues
they’ve had with traffic in town,
mostly around the schools.  

      
The most complex cases in-

volved residents of the Corliss
Drive neighborhood, from all along
Rimer Drive and in the
Deerfield/Tharp area.

      
Jesse Gustafson, who lives on

Corliss Drive, contacted the town in
July over concerns about vehicle
speeding along that street, espe-
cially during peak hours, when chil-
dren are present.

                  
... continued on page A8
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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

NOW IS THE TIME TO 
MAKE YOUR MOVE

With interest rates near an all-time

low, we have a surplus of qualified

buyers ready to make an offer on

your home. Our experienced team

of real estate professionals will 

create a marketing plan that is 

carefully designed and skillfully 

executed to help you meet your

selling goals.

Connect with us today & experience

the APR difference for yourself.

Monterey Terrace
Orinda

Classic East Coast traditional style estate in a
magical setting. 5500+/-sf main house with 5
bedrooms plus a 500+/-sf pool/guest house.
Fabulous and private .90+/-acre lot. 
One of a kind!

14MontereyTerrace.com  

$3,750,000 Lori Legler

Sunrise Ridge Drive
Lafayette

Highly upgraded and immaculate Briones
model with 4 bedrooms and 3.5 baths. 
Beautiful landscaping on a premium
panoramic view lot. Serene views of Briones
Regional and close to trailhead.

$1,349,000 Bill Finnegan

Sunrise Ridge Drive
Lafayette

Popular Mariposa plan with 4 bedrooms and
3.5 baths. All main living areas including
master suite and den on street level. Great
panoramic views over Briones Regional and
close to trailhead.

$1,329,000 Bill Finnegan

Cerro Encantado
Lafayette

Simply amazing views! This property is 
situated about a half mile from downtown
Lafayette in a wooded and secluded location
and includes 2 parcels for 1.6+/-acres. The
existing home could allow you to live onsite
while building your dream home.

$1,150,000 Frank Salmen

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

MORAGA SUMMER CAMP EXPO
SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 11AM-2PM
10% OFF CAMPS DAY OF EVENT!

Please RSVP:
email dominique@managemarketrisk.com
or call 925-837-0955
www.wisewomenwealth.com

Every second Saturday of the month
Beginning March 8, 2014. 2p-3p.
Location: Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building

• Financial planning with a safety net
• Managing and mitigating stock market risk
• Managing your Investments
• Knowing when to buy and sell

Conversation-Coffee-Treats
Managing Stock Market Risk Workshop

Free Women and Wealth Workshop
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Finance Advisory
Committee
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 6 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, February 12, 2014www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.

Send a letter to 
the editor:

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, March 10, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, Vintage Building 
25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Orinda Police
Department crime

statistcs for the month 
of  Janaury will appear in

our Feb. 26 issue. 

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda’s Quality of  Life Continues to Receive High Marks
By Laurie Snyder

Life is great in Orinda. That was
the judgment of 400 Orindans

who participated in a poll in late Jan-
uary to gauge residents’ level of sat-
isfaction with everything from
policing to pothole repairs. These and
other findings are available in
“Orinda Voter Support for Financing
Infrastructure Improvements: Key
Findings from a Citywide Voter Sur-
vey,” an analysis of the results by
Fairbank, Maslin, Maulin, Metz &
Associates which was presented by
staff to the Orinda City Council at its
meeting Feb. 4.

      
Ninety-eight percent of those sur-

veyed described community life as
excellent or good. Orindans also still
love their library with 95 percent in-
dicating they approve of the facility
and its programs. Eighty-nine percent
also approve of the police and Parks
and Recreation departments. How-
ever, only 78 percent, 62 percent and
46 percent were happy, respectively,
with the Moraga-Orinda Fire District,
Orinda City Council and Contra
Costa County Board of Supervisors.
An eye popping 35 percent of those
polled, however, said they either did
not know enough about the perform-
ance of county supervisors to answer
the question, or defined the work of
their county governing body as “not
applicable.”

      
Respondents did make clear that

their community’s roads continue to
be of concern with 70 percent saying
they would support “The City of
Orinda Road Repair and Safety Im-
provement Measure” to “repair fail-
ing roads and storm drains, fix
potholes, and improve traffic safety"
if it appears on a future ballot.
Twenty-four percent were firmly op-

posed while 38 percent would defi-
nitely vote for the bond with another
33 percent stating they would likely
support or were leaning in favor of the
measure. 

      
Respondents also appear to be-

lieve that if Orinda is to truly get its
act together where infrastructure is
concerned, more skin needs to be put
into the game by residents and their
government. Seventy-five percent of
those who said they would support a
$20 million bond measure indicated
that a $10 million bond would also be
an acceptable alternative bond
amount in contrast to the 43 percent
who said they might get behind an
even higher bond – $40 million. Re-
garding potential projects to be under-
taken, respondents want the worst
streets fixed and believe storm drains
and water pipes should be repaired at
the same time roads are repaved. Sev-
enty-seven percent agreed the repairs
would enhance public safety while 71
percent felt the improvements would
also protect property values.

      
Conversely, when asked how

much they would be willing to pony
up to repair roads and drains, only 26
percent were in favor of employing
a real estate transfer tax to help raise
the $52 million still needed to fix
Orinda’s crumbling infrastructure –
even if it enabled the city to repeal
the recently enacted half-cent sales
tax increase. And only 43 percent
said they were personally willing to
pay $60 dollars per $100,000 of as-
sessed value on their homes annually
for the next 20 years – even if that
assessment was based on what the
homeowner paid for his or her resi-
dence rather than its current market
value. Seventy-one percent would be

willing to consider payments of $15
per $100,000 of assessed value each
year. 

      
According to David Metz and

Curtis Below, the polling consultants
who completed the analysis for the

city, “A $20 million bond measure to
fund the second phase of Orinda’s
program of road and storm drain re-
pairs appears feasible.” The poll’s
margin of error was plus or minus 4.9
percent.
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NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO
SERVE ON A CITY OF ORINDA 
COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE

The City of Orinda is seeking applications from 
resident volunteers to serve on the City’s: 

Art in Public Places Committee (1)
Planning Commission (2)

Parks & Recreation Commission (3)
Citizens’ Infrastructure Oversight Commission (2)

Traffic Safety Advisory Committee (3)
Finance Advisory Committee (3)

Public Works Aesthetic Review Committee (1)
Historic Landmark Committee (3)

The City of Orinda is also seeking applications from resident volunteers to
serve as the City’s Liaison to the following local agencies:

• Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District Trustee (1)
• Contra Costa County Advisory Council on Aging (1)
• Representative on the Contra Costa County Library Commission (2)
• County Connection Citizens Advisory Committee (1)

Statement of Interest forms are available from the Orinda City Clerk's Office,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563. If you have any specific questions regarding the
recruitment, please contact Michele Olsen, City Clerk at 925-253-4221 or
molsen@cityoforinda.org.

Application forms may also be downloaded from the City’s website at
www.cityoforinda.org.

Completed Statement of Interest forms must be submitted to the City Clerk’s
Office by Friday, February 28, 2014 at 5:00pm.

Qualified applicants for City Commission and Committee appointments will be
invited to interview before the full City Council on Saturday, March 15, 2014.  

Michele L. Olsen, City Clerk
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Maureen
Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    www.MaureenWilbur.com
CalBRE #01268536 ©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Orindawoods Single Level Detached Patio Home ~ Rarely Available
Gracious Orindawoods 2+ bedroom 2 bath
contemporary home with approximately 2175 sq. ft.,
soaring ceilings, fenced patio garden area, attached 2 car
garage. Near community clubhouse, pool, tennis,
downtown Orinda, BART, and highway 24.

535 The Glade, Orinda
Offered at $996,000

For more Information please contact Maureen
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 in Lamorinda Since 1999 Buildin

As seen on
“As heard on HG Radio”

ttconstruct on@msn.commcca

McCartt
Construction Inc.

    

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

Certi�ed Green Builder

m Homes & RenovationsomeCustom

McCartt
Construction Inc.

Building in Lamorinda Since 1999

“As seen on”
“As heard on HG Radio”    

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

As seen on
“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

As seen on
“As heard on HG Radio”    

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725

City to Memorialize Orinda’s First
Mayor, Richard Heggie
By Laurie Snyder

“This evening is one of
those rare opportunities

when council has choices and op-
tions for recognizing a very spe-
cial person in Orinda’s
community and in Orinda’s his-
tory,” observed Janet Keeter, city

manager, as she began a presen-
tation before the Orinda City
Council Jan. 21. “This is to rec-
ognize Orinda’s first mayor – and
that is Richard Heggie, who
passed away in this last year.”

     
Keeter explained that the City

Council had, at several previous
meetings, met to discuss possible
options for honoring Heggie’s
contributions to the community,
directed staff to return with visu-
als to facilitate city discussions
about the memorial, and also ob-
tained input from Heggie’s
widow, Bea Heggie, and former
colleague, Bobbie Landers, with
whom he co-founded the Orinda/
Tábor Sister City Foundation.
Landers, who also served with
Heggie on Orinda’s first city
council before becoming mayor
herself was seated in the audience
with Bea Heggie during the City
Council’s deliberations. Coun-
cilmember Amy Worth was re-

cused due to her husband’s legal
representation of Bea Heggie on
other matters.

     
“The option that the council

agreed upon in the workshop is to
rename the Upper Library Plaza
to the Richard Heggie Plaza,”
continued Keeter. If approved, the
city would then schedule a cele-
bration and invite current and for-
mer council members, Heggie’s
family and members of the pub-
lic.

     
A graduate of Berkeley High

School, Heggie earned a master’s
degree in international relations at
the University of California,
Berkeley after serving in the U.S.
Navy. He spent 19 years with the
Asia Foundation, more than 12 as
executive director of the World
Affairs Council of Northern Cal-
ifornia, and was awarded the
Order of Leopold II by the Gov-
ernment of Belgium.

            
... continued on page A11

Dick Heggie  Photo provided
Unique 

Roof 
Service

“Your 
Satisfaction is

our Goal!”

• Leak Repairs 
• Gutter Cleaning 
• Roof Maintenance

Jim Clemons
925-303-0107

urservices@comcast.net

Lic. 633641

CalBRE# 01335916. ©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Integrity       Knowledge       Results

We are again in a competitive market and it is more
important than ever to plan your real estate changes 

early in the year. If  you are considering a change, 
then it's time to strategize - call me!

View MLS Listings online at LamorindaValues.com

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Are you making a Real Estate change in 2014?

ORINDA $2,175,900
4+/3. New construction. Gorgeous
views, close to town. More pics/info at
OrindaOaks.com.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $759,000
3/2. Mid-Century charmer. Add your
own personal style to this one-level
keepsake home.
Brown/Camras CalBRE# 01738605/01156248

PLEASANT HILL $984,900
4/3. Rare,2962 SqFt on big lot w/
bedroom & full bath on main lvl.Big
bonus room upstairs.
Jeannette Bettencourt CalBRE#01154506

ORINDA $995,000
4/2.5. Creek side setting in heart of OCC
area! Great floor plan w/ hardwood
floors. Walk to Bart and village.
Jerry Wendt CalBRE#00178259

MORAGA $1,250,000
4/2.5. Updated 2324 sq. ft home with
attention to detail. .50 lot w/views and
great backyard!
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,798,000
4/3.5. Orinda Downs Luxury through
and through. Private deck w/hot tub off
Mstr.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

PEIDMONT $1,495,000
5/4. Lovely contemporary w/ spacious
living. Large master suite w/office. Au
pair unit.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01388020/01341390

DANVILLE $900,000
3/2.5. When sophistication is essential.
Few homes compare to this rare single
level residence at Alamo Creek.
Linda Van Drent CalBRE#01051129

ORINDA $996,000
2/2. Rarely available Orindawood single
story detached home. Entertain on the
expansive deck. Views!
Maureen Wilbur     CalBRE#01268536

ORINDA $2,100,000
4/3. New construction. Gorgeous views,
close to town. More pics/info at
OrindaOaks.com.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $1,495,000
4/3.5. Sunny oasis. Remodeled
throughout. Pool,spa w/large deck &
lawn for play.Bonus inlaw suite.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE#01272382

OAKLAND $1,195,000
3/3. Stunning contemporary townhome
w/sweeping views of SF and the Bay.
Exquisite interior features.
Linda Van Drent CalBRE#01051129

LAFAYETTE $1,399,000
3/3. Spectacular Mid-Century Modern
in Zen-like Setting. Designed for
Enjoyment & Relaxation!
Soraya Golesorkhi  CalBRE# 01771736

LAFAYETTE $1,249,000
4/3.1. Resort-Style Living! Sprawling lot
w/privacy, pool, fire pit, outdoor Kit.,
water features and much more!
Dave Rivera & Sheila Small CalBRE01705345/01415221

ORINDA $2,095,000
4/4. New construction! Gorgeous view,
nice lg yard, quality materials.Cul-de-sac
loc. www.orindaoaks.com
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

WALNUT CREEK $975,000
4/3. Charm & character abound in this
well maintained home. Iron Horse Trail
access. WC schools!
Val Durantini     CalBRE#01376796

MORAGA $2,750,000
4+/4. Executive home, 4837 sqft, 1.54
acre private lot, gourmet kitchen, guest
house, wine cellar.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

californiamoves.com

LAFAYETTE $1,150,000
4/2.5. 2300 square feet w/ a lot size of
.29 acre, this home offers a very
spacious feeling.
Jim Ellis  CalBRE#00587326

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  Cal BRE License # 01908304

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $829,000
4/2. MCC! Spacious & wonderful 2486
sq. ft detached home, close to trails
w/a great family room.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,150,000
4/2. Completely updated single level,
2160 sf, great playroom, nice backyard,
.35 acres.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,288,000
3/2. Lovely one story contemporary
with great views. Lrg rear patio, great
for entertaining.
Jerry Wendt CalBRE#00178259
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MORAGA $1,189,000
4/3. Striking Contemporary. Views
abound in this 2 level on a cul-de-sac.

The Holcenberg’s CalBRE#01373412/00637795



Editor:

I hope that the plan to reactivate the Park Theater does work.
We need a movie theater in Lafayette.   What we don't need is
a theater like Rheem or Orinda who are poor re-runs of Walnut
Creek and Pleasant Hill, where at least the screens are large
and the theaters comfortable.   This side of the hill needs a good
arts theater, one that replaces the Cinearts, where good art and
foreign films are shown and changed frequently.  (Before the
Park died, films ran for weeks.)   The Elmwood in Oakland is
a good model.  There is a good audience out there for this type
of venue.  I know many people who bemoan the loss of Cin-
earts and would readily come to Lafayette.

Leonard Dorin
Lafayette

Editor:

I am a longtime resident of Orinda, an avid environmentalist
and recycler.  Along with my neighbors, every week I place my
leaves, grass clippings and green waste in my green bin, along
with the food scraps I save to be recycled and turned into com-
post.  Imagine how devastating it was to hear that Lamorinda’s
yard waste is not being composted at all, but is, instead, being
sent to local landfills and being used to cover the daily garbage.
Republic, the waste hauler that is supposed to be composting
our yard waste, is under contract with the Central Contra Costa
Solid Waste Authority to compost Lamorinda’s green waste at
its Newby Island composting facility.  But according to the Cal-
ifornia Compost Coalition, there is no record of any of our
green waste being composted at this location. Our citizens
should demand a full investigation and halt any talk of giving
Republic a new contract until we can get to the bottom of this
fiasco.  

Rick Needoba
Orinda 

Editor:

Is the MOFD Board of Directors properly managing our med-
ical transport and fire protection services?  Consider these facts
presented recently by the District's financial manager.
•     General Fund revenue is not sufficient to pay for General
Fund expenditures due to a structural deficit. 
•     The District’s General Fund was required to borrow from
the Capital Projects Fund at June 30, 2013. 
•     It is projected Capital Projects Fund resources will be de-
pleted during 2016/17. 
•     In addition, as resources in the Capital Projects Fund are
depleted, the District may not be able to properly maintain and
replace capital assets. 

In sum, if the Capital Fund is bled dry in 2016/17 by excessive
operating costs, then we may still have fire fighters, but insuf-
ficient funds remaining to buy fuel for the fire engines.
So, what's the Board's plan of action?  According to the Draft
Budget Development Policy document recently presented to
the finance committee, the plan is to develop a preliminary
2014/15 budget in February/March and eventually adopt it in
June.  In other words, there is no intention, as of yet, to address
the structural problem, viz., District revenues cannot cover on-
going expenses.  As stated by the financial manager, the prob-
lem is structural.  This means either costs must be lowered
(salaries and/or services) and/or revenues must be increased to
maintain current service levels.
When this crisis began to intensify a couple of months ago, the
Board directed the new Fire Chief to come up with a quick plan
to cut overtime costs by reducing staffing from 19 firefighters
and paramedics on shift to 17.  That helped lower costs but it
didn't address the overall problem.  Continuing to pass deficit
budgets year after year leading to financial collapse in 2016/17
is shortsighted, to say the least.
MOFD Board members are neighbors of ours volunteering to
handle what's become a very challenging task.  Three of them
will come up for re-election this November.  I won't be sur-
prised if none of them offer to re-enlist.  For the past two elec-
tions cycles, none of the MOFD Board elections were
contested.  So, where are we headed?  What say do District res-
idents have in this?  By what process can we as an overall com-
munity come to reconcile our expectations and our offerings
with the cost of doing business?  If the MOFD Board doesn't
offer a proper forum for community discussion, who will?

Jonathan Goodwin
Canyon

Editor:

The new senior housing complex being built on the old library
site in Orinda is a monstrosity. Not even complete, it’s height
and bulk already loom over and dominate that whole end of
Orinda Village, mocking even the concept of “semi-rural char-
acter” called for in the general plan. In fact, this development
is exactly what the plan was designed to prevent. It’s hard to
imagine what the city council was thinking of when they ap-
proved it, but it certainly wasn’t the best interests of Orinda.

Bill Brown
Orinda

Editor:

This is in response to Mr. Keith Jacobsen’s January 29th letter.
I hope all who read his comments will recognize them as those
of an unhappy Orindan who actually wants others to pay more

than their fair share of the fire and emergency medical services
the Moraga-Orinda Fire (MOFD) provides. He and his fellow
members of FAIRS’s Steering Committee have a favorite
hobby—blasting the MOFD. His own Orinda City Council has
not taken any action on FAIRS’s reports for good reason: Their
analyses are flawed and their number just to not add up!
Certainly the MOFD’s Board has made some major mistakes, in
my opinion. Those include the purchase of a property in
Lafayette for a proposed fire station (43/16) for which they hope
to find a partner some day. I’m not holding my breath on that
one!  Another was the purchase of a new fire engine a year or so
ago at a cost of $1/2 million, instead of refurbishing an older
piece of apparatus that could easily have lasted a few years
longer.
Mr. Jacobsen contends that Orindans are paying $2 million more
per year for services than they should. That’s nonsense! In his
calculations he has willfully chosen to ignore the fact that there
are three MOFD fire stations in Orinda but only two in Moraga.
Moreover, the first-due service areas of both Moraga fire stations
include portions of Orinda, while no Orinda station is first-due
into Moraga. Moragans have also shared in the costs of com-
pletely replacing an Orinda fire station, the remodeling of another
Orinda station and  the purchase of new fire apparatus to replace
the broken down, barely serviceable units that the old Orinda
Fire District brought with it to the new MOFD. Because Orinda’s
residents have twice chosen not to pass tax measures to replace
their antiquated water system and improve fire flow to Orinda’s
hydrants, the MOFD purchased a 3500 gallon water tender at a
cost of over $350,000 to help supplement water delivery. That
Orinda-based apparatus was also partly paid for by Moraga tax-
payers. My point- which I could easily extend with multiple other
examples- is that Orindans have, in fact, greatly and equitably
benefited from their participation in the MOFD.   
To remedy his imagined inequities, Mr. Jacobsen is now advo-
cating that the MOFD Board increase the Fire Flow Tax in Mor-
aga, Canyon and a significant portion of South Orinda by five
(5) times, while leaving the Fire Flow Tax rate for Central and
North Orinda at its present level. That would amount to an esti-
mated $400.00 per year increase for each affected household!
That would indeed be inequitable!
I served on the 1996-7 Moraga-Orinda Fire Study Committee
whose work led to voters approving the MOFD formation and
since then, the chief beneficiaries have, in fact, been the residents
of the former Orinda Fire District. In the bargain they gained
paramedics, ambulance service, new equipment, safer stations,
and improved fire insurance ratings. There’s nothing inequitable
about that!

Gordon Nathan
Moraga
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                                                       Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda

(please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis. 
                                                                                                       email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to
which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your

letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public Forum. 

H & A Hallmark
1460 H Moraga Road, Moraga Shopping Center 

925-376-7580

Going Out of Business Sale

20% to 80% off
• Selected Greeting Cards on sale 

0.49 to 0.99 cents each (Regular price 0.99 cents to $3.29)

• Christmas Gifts 80% off
• Gift Wrap 50%

• Picture Frames 75% off
• Christmas Ornaments $1.99 each

Civic News Moraga

Will TSAC Rise from the
Ashes?
... continued from page A5
Residents asked for the installation of
speed bumps along Corliss Drive to
slow down vehicles.  The town engi-
neer, Edric Kwan, presented figures
from a traffic and speed study he ob-
tained from the police.  “We con-
cluded that the speed is within
acceptable limits,” said Kwan, who
advised against the speed bump, rec-
ommending instead targeted police
survey of the area, especially around
school time.

      
A resident from the Rimer neigh-

borhood, Shirley DeFrancisci, chal-
lenged the result of the speed survey.
“You use speed tubes that are very
visible, so drivers will slow down
when they see one,” she said.  De-
Francisci had come to present a re-
quest that additional, more visible,
speed signs be installed in the Rimer-
Whitethorn-Cedarwood loop, where
a similar apparatus had been used to
conduct a speed survey.

      
That loop, formed by three neigh-

borhood streets, is used daily by par-
ents dropping their children at the
back entrance of Joaquin Moraga In-
termediate School off Rimer Drive.
Neighbors claim that parents speed on
the streets and pay little attention to
pedestrians and cyclists. There again,
the measured traffic and speed did not
warrant special treatment – but TSAC
members still wanted some action
taken. In addition to the targeted po-
lice enforcement proposed by staff,
TSAC asked that the school commu-
nity receive educational information
about speeding.  They also asked that
the neighborhood around the back en-
trance of JM be made an official
“Safe Route to School,” which will
qualify the area for possible grant
money for street improvements.

      
The last topic on TSAC’s agenda

also had to do with parents anxious
about the safety of their children in the
same general area of town. Resident
Trent Watkins and neighbors ex-
pressed concerns over speeds along
Tharp Drive, from Camino Pablo to
Rimer Drive. They asked for the in-
stallation of additional stop signs at the
upper intersection of Deerfield Drive
and Tharp Drive to reduce speeds.
Kwan explained that stop signs are in-
stalled to control traffic, not reduce
speed, and that the data collected did
not warrant additional stop signs.

      
Residents indicated that the meas-

urements had not been done where
the highest traffic is observed.  Par-
ents expressed distress over the
speeding of neighbors who do not
show any concern for the lives of oth-
ers; they say that they have to drive
their children to school because there
is no sidewalk and they don’t think it
is safe for the kids to walk or bike.

      
TSAC asked that additional

measurements be made and the issue
be brought back at the next meeting.

      
The question is, will there be a

next meeting?  The Town Council
will consider the committee’s fate
again in March.  According to the
town’s police chief, Bob Priebe, if
there is no TSAC then the town will
revert to its previous process – when
a problem arises, residents can contact
the police department that will work
with public works to analyze the
problem and find a solution.  If the so-
lution offered does not satisfy the
neighbors, they can appeal staff’s de-
cision to the Town Council. Priebe
cited the example of the former police
chief, Mark Ruppenthal, who con-
ducted a traffic study along Corliss
Drive years ago that led to the con-
struction of sidewalks. 



      
Once the panel's findings are re-

leased, the district may impose its last,
best and final offer after holding a
public hearing on the impasse. 

      
As one-sided as this process ap-

pears - the district may impose but the
union cannot strike -  MOFD does
risk backlash if the findings of the
panel are strongly negative toward the
district.  Political and public pressure
could hinder the implementation of
the district's last, best and final offer;
however, the district would still have
the right to do so.

      
The MOFD board of directors

and fire chief Stephen Healy did not
respond to questions posed for this ar-
ticle. “While the district hoped the
parties would be able to reach agree-
ment and avoid impasse, the district's
financial challenges necessitated this
action,” the district said in a press re-
lease. 

      
The union did not hide its frustra-

tion. DeWeese and Local 1230 presi-
dent Vince Wells both noted that the
rank and file have received no cost of
living raises since 2008, and the fire-
fighters have been saddled with 100
percent of their health care premium
increases for the last three years.
Wells said that he objected to the dis-
trict's attempts to correct its financial
mistakes on the backs of the firefight-
ers; he pointed to “frivolous spending
on ideas that were not well thought
out,” and an accounting error that re-
duced the district's general fund bal-
ance by $2 million. DeWeese added
that the union has agreed to eliminate
two of its top three highest paid posi-
tions, and also agreed to give up six
engineer slots, all to help save money
for the district.

      
“The Moraga-Orinda Fire District

was the last place we felt we would

end up in this situation,” said Wells.

      
Notwithstanding the rhetoric and

the positioning, both parties have
promised to deliver at all times the
high level of professional service that
district residents have come to expect.
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Up to $2,425 in Savings!
 ENDS JUNE 30, 2013 - CALL FOR DETAILS

925.676.2103

...................................................

......................................

5151-C Port Chicago Highway ~ Concord, CA 94520

Air Conditioning Systems

Serving the Bay Area Since 1969
License # 632329

www.ACSystemsInc.com   •   info@ACSystemsInc.com

ceive cash rebates &
qualify for an energy tax

credit when you install
an ultra quiet, high 
efficiency heating & 

cooling system.

 to ,425 in avings
 ENDS JUNE 30, 2013 - CALL FOR DETAILS

925.676.2103

...................................................

......................................

151-C Port Chicago Highwa  ~ Concord, CA 9452

Serving the Bay Area Since 196
Li n  # 2 2

www.ACSystemsInc.com   •   info@ACSystemsInc.co

e ve cas  re ates 
quali y or an energy tax

credit when ou install
an ultra quiet, hi h 

ciency heating & 
oo ng system.

DON’T MISS OUT ON SPRING REBATES!

 to ,425 in avings
 ENDS JUNE 30, 2013 - CALL FOR DETAILS

$45 *After Union Local 104 $50 mail-in rebate. 
April 1st-May 31st     Call for details

925.676.2103

...................................................

......................................

5151-C Port Chicago Highway ~ Concord, CA 94520

Air Conditioning Systems

Serving the Bay Area Since 1969
License # 632329

www.ACSystemsInc.com   •   info@ACSystemsInc.com

AC or Furnace 
Maintenance

*

Visit us at the Contra Costa Spring Home & Garden Show at the Sleep Train Pavilion

Apr. 6th & 7th, 10 am to 6 pm Booth 15.

e ve cas  re ates 
quali y or an energy tax

credit when ou install
an ultra quiet, hi h 

ciency heating & 
oo ng system.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

ENDS June 30, 2014 - CALL FOR DETAILS

Turn to ACS & "Carrier" 
to find everything from

standard to ultra 
quiet, high efficiency 
heating & cooling 

systems.

Furnace 
Maintenance

*Ends Feb 28, 2014 - Call for Details

After Impasse, What's Next?
... continued from page A1

MOFD Jan. 28 Last, Best and
Final Offer to IAFF/Local 1230 -
Highlights
Term: through June 30, 2016, OR, through June 30, 2015 if par-
ties cannot agree on a multi-year deal.  
Salary: 7.5 percent decrease effective July 1 through June
2016, OR, a 9.5 percent decrease for one year effective July 1.
Health benefits: up to $1,197 per month maximum, for the
Kaiser Family Plan (no increase). Up to $458 per month for a
single employee and $916 per month for two.
Retiree health benefits: vesting schedule for current employ-
ees. New employees (hired after implementation of the offer)
to receive the Public Employees Medical and Hospital Care Act
minimum, which in 2014 is $119 per month.
Staffing: the ability for the district to implement staffing
changes under more flexible terms, and the creation of 12
"single-role" paramedic positions to replace departing or retir-
ing firefighter-paramedics.

The Union's Counter-Offer 
Term: two year extension of current agreement
Salary: no salary increase
Health benefits: no increase to the district's medical contribution
No other changes to the current contract terms
(Pension rates are not a negotiable item.  The nine firefighters
hired after Jan. 1, 2013 fall under the retirement plan of the
Public Employees' Pension Reform Act.)

Frustration at Every Turn 
By Nick Marnell

At a Feb. 5 special board meeting,
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District

approved a mid-year budget revision
that revealed more bad news.  Admin-
istrative services director Gloriann
Sasser projected that the district will
now lose $599,000 in fiscal year
2013-14, nearly $200,000 more than
budgeted. Though property tax rev-
enue increased more than $300,000,
ambulance revenue dropped nearly
the same amount and overtime
charges rose nearly $250,000, she
said.

      
Sasser then made an even more

sobering announcement to the board:
MOFD's long range financial plan
projects losses through 2018-19, with
its capital fund depleted two years
sooner. “In order to eliminate the
structural deficit in the general fund,
additional expenditure reductions are

necessary,” she said. 

      
Her presentation did not go over

well with the firefighters' union.

      
“If we take a 9.5 percent pay cut,

where will that money be used?”
asked Vince Wells, Local 1230 presi-
dent. “You took the SAFER grant
money, but you then cut the staff.
And how serious are you about mak-
ing cuts?  This administration is top
heavy!”

      
“That is your opinion. I am not

prepared to acknowledge it as any-
thing more,” said director Fred Weil. 

      
Wells continued, stating that the

firefighters have done what they
could to help the district climb out of
its financial mess: no raises in six
years; health care contributions frozen
since 2010; and quickly agreeing to
recent staffing reductions.
Unswayed, the board unanimously

passed a motion that authorized
Sasser to further cut costs and present
a balanced budget for the next fiscal
year. 

      
Weil softened his stance some-

what to the firefighters in attendance.
“I am as frustrated as you are that we
have to deal with these realities,” he
said.

Sherrie B. Perlstein

www.OrindaHome.com 925.766.3030

Redefining the Way Business is Done

Realtor®
925.766.3030

Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com

License #: 00925213

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117, Orinda, CA 94563 |         Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

Stunning Moraga Residence

116 Corliss Drive, Moraga
Located in one of Moraga’s most desirable neighborhoods, near the Orinda-Moraga border, this stunning updated 2288± sq.
ft., 4BR/2.5BA home is filled with designer features, yet comfortable and cozy to call your home. This elegant single story
residence is bathed in a soft palette of warm colors with rich hardwood flooring, plantation shutters, central air-conditioning,
dual pane windows, crown molding, built-in speaker system and a state-of-the-art home alarm. Meticulously maintained lush
level lawns and a backyard patio overlooks a sparkling pool on .29± acres. O-ered at $1,225,000

Home prices are as high as they have been since 2007 and there is still a severe shortage of inventory.
Call for a FREE confidential no obligation Market Analysis & Opinion of Value of your home. 925.766.3030

Next meetings: 
Wednesday, Feb. 19 
Wednesday, March 19 
check website for updates
(Go to www.mofd.org as the meeting

date approaches for location and
more information)

Moraga-Orinda
Fire District

Board of
Directors
Meetings



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA10 Wednesday, February 12, 2014

business briefs
Orinda Theatre Square Welcomes Michael Friedes' New Design Showroom
2 Theater Square #135
(510) 366-0660, mf-da.com

Michael Friedes is an accomplished interior designer with over 20 years of ex-
perience. A native New Yorker, Friedes ran his own interior and product design
firm in Manhattan before moving to Oakland. Friedes and his team are said to
have cultivated an aesthetic that blends the cosmopolitan sophistication of New
York with the casual graciousness of California. The Theatre Square space, the
first store front the designer ever opened, will display examples of his style, in-
cluding custom designed furniture and unique finds. Hours: Mondays and Tues-
days, by appointment only; Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1to 5 p.m.; Fridays
and Saturdays from 1to 6 p.m.

Big Game Fishing Moves to Lafayette
624 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1(800) 458-2879, www.biggamefishinginc.com
Chris and Kip Adam recently moved their company, which has been taking va-
cationers fishing to the Baja, Mexico area for over 30 years, to a new office lo-
cation in Lafayette.   Since 1978, Big Game Fishing, Inc. has been a premier
fishing travel company that works with large to small fishing groups and indi-
viduals, according to the company’s website. The company specializes in the
Baja fishing areas of Cabo San Lucas, San Jose del Cabo, the East Cape/Sea of
Cortez, Loreto and La Paz, helping clients catch blue marlin, striped marlin,
wahoo, tuna, yellowtail, roosterfish or dorado. Chris Adam is also a well-known
water aerobics instructor at the Moraga Country Club.

New Insurance Company in Moraga: Filice Insurance
1150 Moraga Way, Moraga 
(925) 385-5300
Filice is an employee benefits consulting firm serving businesses throughout
California. The insurance company provides a complete suite of business in-
surance products, including domestic and international employee benefits, in-
dividual and family plans, retirement services and financial planning, workers’
compensation, and personal commercial insurance. There will be a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony at 2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 14 in the new office. 

New Realtors at Alain Pinel
2 Theatre Square, Suite #215, Orinda
(925) 438-2014
Alain Pinel Realtors announced the addition of Mary Staten and Irene Steslow
to the Orinda office team.  Staten joins APR from the retail franchise, Papyrus,
where she owned the Lafayette location. She will specialize in the Lafayette,
Orinda, and Moraga market and is looking forward to bringing her same pro-
fessionalism and client dedication to her career at APR.  Steslow joins APR
with 20-plus years as a marketing and advertising executive.  She will be bring-
ing her business acumen and marketing skills to the geographic areas of Walnut
Creek, Lafayette and Orinda.  

Bollinger Nail Salon Opens New Location
960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette
(925) 284-7700, contact@bollingernailsalon.com
Bollinger Nail Salon, a company with nine locations in the East Bay, opened a
new salon in Lafayette. The salon is opened seven days a week. 

Happy Anniversary!
Saklan Valley School Turns 60 and is Looking for Alumni
1678 School St., Moraga 
(925) 376-7900, www.saklan.org

The Moraga school that teaches children from preschool to eighth grade is cel-
ebrating its 60th anniversary this year.  Originally named the Gertrude Nielsen
Learning Center and located in Lafayette, the school was funded as a preschool
in 1954. The school moved to Moraga in 1966, and Nielsen sold it to Mary
Elena Straub-Dochterman who expanded classes to the fifth grade under a new
name, the Carden School.  In the mid-1990s it was expanded to include middle
school grades and became a non-profit under the name Saklan Valley School.
Since then the school has developed a unique curriculum aimed at nurturing
the entire student by focusing on each individual child. The school attracts a di-
verse student body from all over the East Bay.  At this time, the 60th Anniversary
committee is collecting memorabilia and stories from alumni and their parents.
Kay Long-Martin and Annie Barendregt are the co-chairs of the project.  “We
want to gather as many memories from the community as we can,” says Long-
Martin. “We would love to hear stories, and see pictures that will be on display
during the celebrations.”  A big birthday party with the children is scheduled
for the last Wednesday in August, an alumni celebration will take place during
the summer, and a gala is planned in October. Send stories or photos to
60years@saklan.org or call (925) 376-7900 to share information.

Celebrating an Anniversary?
If your business is celebrating a significant anniversary (5, 10, 20 years or more …) send us a photo of
your business, the owner(s) or the staff with specific information about your business and what you’re
celebrating, and we’ll include it in an upcoming issue.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact  
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Tapping Technology
Two Orinda businesses utilize technology in different ways
By Sophie Braccini

Orinda recently saw the addition
of two new communication

ventures at different ends of the media
spectrum: Jack Jorgensen, a 15-year-
old Miramonte High School sopho-
more, launched Elite Bulletin, an
online classified ad service centered
in Lamorinda; and Andrew Benzie
started his publishing company, An-
drew Benzie Books, which takes
books from manuscript to finished
product utilizing ‘on-demand’ print-
ing and book publishing software –
two generations, different media, aim-
ing at supporting local endeavors.

      
Benzie wants to put an end to the

stigma of self-publishing. When look-
ing at a book published under the
‘ABB’ label, nothing differentiates
the self-published work from any
other book distributed by the larger,
more traditional publishing compa-
nies. 

      
“My original business is graphic

design and creation of collateral mar-
keting material,” says Benzie. “When
my father retired, he decided to write
a murder mystery and with my tools
and experience I helped him self-pub-
lish it.”  

      
When a client comes to Benzie

with a manuscript, he digitizes it into
the right format, creates the design for
the book – the interior, the cover and
back – gives it an ISBN number, and
electronically publishes it on Amazon
as an e-book.  For printed copies,
Benzie sends all the ready material to
CreateSpace, a subsidiary of Amazon
that prints on demand for a few dol-
lars a copy.  

      
“People can immediately put their

book on Amazon and CreateSpace
will print by the copy as it is ordered;
it is not necessary anymore to get a
thousand copies printed,” he says.  

      
Benzie, who is also a professional

musician, compares what is happen-
ing to books nowadays to what hap-
pened to music with MP3s in the
‘90s.  “Anyone can get published
now,” he says, “this is very liberat-
ing.”  

      
So far Benzie has published six

books from local authors.  “Mara-
caibo Oil Brat,” a biography by Mor-
aga resident McClurg Berman,
“Amber Dust,” a mystery and love
story by Lafayette author J.L. Plum-
mer, “Contract Year,” a baseball and
romance novel by Moraga former
mayor Bee Hylinski, and other biog-
raphies and non-fiction books by East
Bay authors.  

      
“I can also help authors with their

marketing, creating a website, book-
marks … and defining a promotion
strategy.  This new process is very ex-
citing and many talented authors are
going to be able to get noticed.” You
can find books published by Benzie
at Orinda Books in the local author
corner.  

      
Jorgensen started the community

site Elite Bulletin to provide local job
connections for Orinda residents.  The
Miramonte sophomore comes from a

family of entrepreneurs – his step-
mother is the president of the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce – so when he
was looking for a job, his first incli-
nation was to create one himself.  “I
was always interested in the business
world,” he says. “I read a lot about
Jeff Bezos, about start-ups, and these
people just fired me up.”  The idea
came to him to create a site that would
help other teens find jobs, and adults
find the babysitters, house sitters, gar-
deners or other service providers they
might need.  

      
Jorgensen brainstormed business

ideas with his extended family and
reached out for advice from the
brother of Miramonte’s associate
principle, who started the website No-
tice.com.  Jorgensen also conducted a
lot of research on his own, finding
ways to save money in the process.  

      
“Originally I was going to file my

fictitious business name online for
$200, but I found out that by going to
Martinez and doing it in person it
costs only $35,” he says. He opened
a personal bank account with Me-
chanics Bank, where he saved all of
his birthday and Christmas money, to
self-fund his business; a business ac-
count would have required him to be
an adult.

      
Jorgensen created the first version

of Elite Bulletin with help of an online
website builder; he is teaching him-
self html to improve his second ver-
sion.

      
On Elitebulletin.com people of all

ages can list their skills for free. The
categories include music teachers,
housekeepers, yard workers, drivers,
event helpers, and volunteers. People
looking for help can browse the pro-
files available or post a job offer
themselves.  The site includes lists of
local restaurants and shops with direct
links to their sites.  It also offers the
opportunity for businesses to adver-
tise.

      
Jorgensen spends about 20 hours

a week working on the site; it is a real
passion.  He knows that his big chal-
lenge is to drive traffic to his site.  “I
had some postcards printed that I dis-
tributed to all the local businesses,” he
says. “I also spend a lot of time on so-
cial media sites such as Next Door.”
Jorgensen plans to add more services
such as things for sale and to expand
the site geographically.

      
For information about Elite Bul-

letin, visit www.elitebulletin.com.
More information about Andrew
Benzie Books, visit www.andrewben-
zie.com or call (925) 253-7790.

Andrew Benzie with some of the books he’s published. Photos Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Jack Jorgensen

Christine Kuckuk, Kay Long-Martin, and Head of School Peter Metzger
Photo Sophie Braccini

Michael Friedes (center) at the grand opening of his new store in Theatre
Square in Orinda Photo Rob Lucacher

verynicepools.com
925-283-5180very
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pools
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65% screen
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20% screen
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wave gradations

same gradation runs in both directions overlap areas print 80% screen of P 320 

All copy prints solid Pantone 300 except bullets separating
S E R V I C E • R E PA I R • B U I L D

Wave Graphic Printing Specifications

55% screen
P 300 

15% screen
P 300 

wave gradations

overlap areas print 70% screen of P 300

same gradation runs in both directions

55% screen
Black 

15% screen
Black 
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same gradation runs in both directions

overlap areas print 60% screen of Black
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We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.
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Civic News Lafayette

Civic News Moraga

Greenlight on Lafayette School District
Parcel Tax
... continued from page A3

      
“Loss of this funding would be

devastating,” said Rachel Zinn,
school district superintendent, noting
that the $4.6 million, or 15 percent of
their budget, that is currently provided
through parcel tax revenue is critical. 

      
Discussion among school board

members focused on the language of

a cost of living adjustment for the
measure.  “Inflation happens,” said
board member David Gerson, ex-
plaining that it’s hard to estimate if
that will be 1 percent or 3 percent or
5 percent per year in the future.  

      
Ultimately there was a consensus

to have a cap on the cost of living ad-

justment, but still allow some flexibility
that would benefit the public if there’s
a low rate of inflation; they agreed that
the adjustment “shall not exceed 3 per-
cent.” If passed by two-thirds of voters,
revenue raised will go to the five
schools in the district: four elementary
schools and Stanley Middle School.   

From left: Lafayette school board members Nancy Wallace, Jean Follmer, David Gerson, Art Kapoor, Teresa
Gerringer and Superintendent Rachel Zinn. Photo Cathy Tyson

Business Person of  the Year in Lafayette

Family man, business owner, local resident since
the tender age of 12, Acalanes and UC Davis

graduate Brian Aiello was named the “Business Per-
son of the Year” by the Lafayette Chamber of Com-

merce.  He was honored by friends, family and busi-
ness associates recently at a dinner and roast at the
Lafayette Park Hotel.

     
“It was outstanding,” said Aiello, who was hum-

bled by all the adoration, “one of the best nights of
my life, lots of fun.”  His kids and wife reflected on
what a great guy he is and Jay Lifson, executive di-
rector of the Chamber of Commerce had a wacky
presentation of photos from when Aiello served in the
Navy on the U.S.S. Towers.  “It was a real honor,” he
added.

     
Aiello is married to wife and business partner Jen-

nifer, and is the proud dad of Brooke, 18, and Brady,
16.  The couple have owned and operated Pinnacle
Apparel and Promotions since 2000 in Lafayette; the
company sources and produces branded merchandise.
He’s been an active member of the community, busy
as a coach of various sports over the years and has
volunteered to be the entertainment chair of the
Lafayette Art and Wine Festival for the last decade.
C. Tyson

Brian Aiello Photo provided

Jason Evans Named Business Person of  the Year

The board of the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

elected Jason Evans Moraga’s
2014 Business Person of the Year.

According to Kathe Nelson, the
chamber’s executive director,
Evans was chosen because of his
involvement and commitment to
the town of Moraga.  “Jason has
always had a very positive attitude
and outlook on things,” she added.
The award will be celebrated at a
dinner event later this month.

     
Evans is a Coldwell Banker

Residential Broker specializing in
residential home sales in Moraga.
He says the Moraga schools are
the number one draw to Moraga,
as well as the rolling hills, wide
streets and big yards in which to
play.

     
Evans said he inherited his

passion for homes and real estate
sales from his father’s custom
home, multi-family development
and construction company. He
graduated from Iowa State Uni-

versity with a degree in civil, con-
struction and environmental engi-
neering. The list of Evans’
volunteer work in local service
groups could fill a page.  He is the
current president of Moraga Val-
ley Kiwanis, vice president of the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce
and of the Moraga Movers, and
he volunteered on the Design Re-
view Board and Planning Com-
mission, to name just a few.  He
and his wife, Carol, have lived in
Moraga for 15 years.

     
There will be a celebratory

dinner at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 24
at the Moraga Country Club. The
cost per person is $30 and seating
is limited to the first 100.  Reser-
vations are required and can be
made by phone or email to Nel-
son: kathe@moragachamber.org,
(925) 323-6524.  S. Braccini

Jason Evans Photo provided

WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

 
Get your yard ready for spring time 

-Free estimates-  

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com 

Civic News Orinda

City to Memorialize Orinda’s First
Mayor, Richard Heggie
... continued from page A7
In addition to his service for the city of Orinda – for which
he was named Orinda’s Citizen of the Year, he was a Re-
gent of the University of California and president of Cal’s
Alumni Association, president of the Japan Society of
Northern California, vice president of the Oakland Mu-
seum, and director emeritus of the East Bay Community
Foundation.

      
“I’m very delighted to have this opportunity, person-

ally, to make this recognition known,” said Mayor Sue

Severson. Added Councilmember Victoria Smith, “I think
it’s a lovely idea, and I want to thank everyone who was
involved. It will be a very nice addition.” 

      
The City Council approved the memorial 4-0 (Worth

recused). Staff will order signage “consistent with lettering
throughout the library,” and install a plaque citing Heg-
gie’s accomplishments. The cost to the Orinda Parks and
Recreation Department is expected to be roughly $750.
The date for the unveiling will be announced later. 
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She joined him in Idaho, where they
were married; they returned to Lafayette
to raise their family and take over the
family business, Blodgett's Abbey Car-
pet and Flooring.

     
Matt Delaney met his wife, Karen,

during their freshman year at Cam-
polindo High School – he was a football
player, she was an aspiring cheerleader.
“What’s neat is that we’ve known each
other since we were 14, we know the
friends and families, we have a shared
history and we’ve gone full circle,” says
Matt, who asked her to be his date for
the Campo Junior Prom. Later, while on
a family ski trip together in Tahoe, Matt
shared his dream for the couple.  “He
told me about the house we would have
with a circular driveway and a white
picket fence,” recalls Karen Delaney. “I
knew she was ‘the one,’” he says. “I just
projected myself 20 years into the fu-
ture.”  While they broke up and went to
separate colleges, they stayed friends.  

     
A friend’s wedding reconnected

them when Matt asked Karen to be his
date. “The weekend-long wedding
turned into a week vacation, then a two-
week escapade,” Matt reminisces.  They
got married in 1999 and lived together
in Hawaii before returning to Lamor-
inda to raise their family.  “I always kept
an eye on the Burton Valley real estate
market,” he says. “Then one day the
perfect home came on the market.”  The
family moved into a house with a circu-
lar driveway and white picket fence.

     
Kathy Biro says, “We feel we have

something very special.” She met her
husband, Rick, in their junior year in an
Acalanes chemistry class.  It was 1979.
“I arrived late to class and there were
only two spots left: one in the back next
to a member of the football team, and
one between Rick and a girl; that’s the
seat I chose,” she says. Love grew
steadily during their junior year and jun-
ior prom was their first date. They both
went to Saint Mary’s College.  “We did-
n’t choose the same college on pur-
pose,” says Rick Biro, “and we even
tried to date other people, but we were
not very successful!” They soon real-
ized that when they were not together,
something was missing.  “But it took
me nine years to get him to marry me,”
jokes Kathy.  Rick wanted to buy and
fix his first house in Martinez and estab-
lish himself professionally, “I was not
going to bring a bride in a rundown
place,” he says.  They got married in
1989 and moved back to Lafayette
when they had kids.  “We knew we
wanted to raise our children in this com-
munity.”

     
For Krista Benson, her marriage to

husband, Eric, is a matter of faith. “We
have placed God is at the center of our
relationship,” she says. Eric Benson was
a junior at Miramonte, and Krista a
freshman at Campolindo when they met
at the Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church in 1991. Although they were
from rival schools, after a church trip
to Mexico to build houses, the two
started to date. 

                   
... continued on next page

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA’S ONLY FAMOUS DAY/NIGHT SPA
Valentine’s Day Gift Certificates Available

“Massage Into The Midnight” 
Valentine Special

Thursday Feb. 13th thru Saturday Feb 15th
9 a.m. to midnight

Set for A Romantic Candlelit Setting

Book Early – Sells Out Every Year  – Appointment Required – 925-254-9721 
2 THEATER SQUARE, #148 •  ORINDA •  925.254.9721 •  WWW.ENTOURAGESPA.COM

Hours: Open Mon-Sat, Sun: By Group ArrangementDay                Spa, Salon & Café

50 MINUTE MASSAGE $85
80 MINUTE MASSAGE $100
100 MINUTE MASSAGE $120

Deep Tissue Massage– Swedish
Massage –Aromatherapy Massage
Each includes: CHOCOLATE,
CHAMPAGNE & WINE

Your Choice of:

OTHER SPA SERVICES AVALIBLE BY REQUEST

Lamorinda Couples Share
the Secret to Their Longevity
... continued from page A1

Valentine’s Day

George C Tuck, founder of  Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Time For a Heated Affair
Attractive new rebates available
Call us now for a free estimate, 

days, evenings or weekends.  
It’s time to get comfortable.TM

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Family owned since 1908 • CA Lic #489501 

Karen and Larry Blodgett Photos provided

Rick and Kathy Biro

Karen and Matt Delaney
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$22*
Rosy-Rosie 
Manicure

$36 *
Rosy-Rosie Pedicure

Gift Cards, the Most
Pampering Gift for
Valentine’s Day

Voted “Best Of” by Lamorinda Moms, Diablo Magazine, Pacific
Sun, San Jose Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine 

*Offer Expires
5/31/2014

Features 
romantic rose, lavender, 

and eucalyptus oils plus a sea 
salt and botanical nutrient scrub.

Gas
Water
Sewer

• Water Heater
Specialist

• 24/7 Service

(925)377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Labor & materials provided by
LeapFrog Plumbing. Exp 2/14/14.

CA Lic
929641

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

See www.LeapFrog
Plumbing.com for more
coupons – plus SAVE $25
just for mentioning this one!*

$150 OFF!*
Toto Washlet Bidet Seat

Pure luxury

LeapFrog Plumbing
Who’s your Valentine?
Give your honey (or yourself!)
the gift of comfort with the
Toto Washlet’s warm seat,
warm water, and soft air dry.
(I love mine!) It’s self- cleaning
too. Can you say, “Ahhhhh”?!

Head Frog Mo Williams

She went to his prom and he went to
hers, and they continued to see each
other on vacations after Eric left for Ore-
gon State, until Krista began attending
the University of Oregon 40 minutes
away. After nine years of dating, they
were married and lived in San Diego
where Eric was in the Navy, before de-
ciding to settle in Moraga. “Some people
move here for the schools,” she says.
“We came back because we knew what
a good place it is to raise children.”  

     
Another type of faith is the glue be-

tween Jim and Jill Larson. “We have
faith that as long as we have each other,
everything will turn out fine,” says Jill.
Love struck the couple in high school,
too, but it had a delayed fuse.  New to
Acalanes, Jill fell for the very popular
Jim Larson.  He thought she was
adorable but had an earlier attachment.
They graduated in 1977 and both went
to UC Berkeley, where they dated, but
had several break-ups.  The two met
again in Europe in the summer of 1980,
only to break-up in Paris.  Jill signed up
with the Peace Corps and left for Sene-
gal with a two-year commitment.  But
Jim could not get over her.  “He was
sending me aerograms saying ‘I love
you,’” recalls Jill.  He even boarded an
airplane and found his way to the
African village where she was working.
When she returned they were married.
“For our 20th anniversary I took Jill
back to Paris,” says Jim. “I owed it to
her.”  

     
The secret to all these couples’ hap-

piness seems to be the shared values, re-
spect and shared experiences from a
lifetime together.  They all say commu-
nication is important as well as working
to keep the flame alive – simple things
to remember as we approach another
Valentine’s Day.

Jessica M Cabrera
and 
Justin R. Perlstein
Get Engaged!

Sherrie B. and Billy Perlstein are thrilled to an-
nounce the engagement of their son Justin R.

Perlstein of Orinda to Jessica M. Cabrera, daughter
of Alice Cabrera of San Antonio, Texas.  They both
have successful careers in Los Angeles where Justin
is in residential real estate and Jessica is in retail man-
agement with Michael Kors.  The groom-to-be pro-
posed to the bride-to-be on the island of Kauai, on
the beach at sunset with rose petals, champagne and
tears of happiness. They plan to be married this May
in Malibu, Calif. 

Celebrations 
Jim and Jill Larson

Krista and Eric Benson

gf 

 

 

 

In Every Gift, 
Advanced Night Repair  
Sumptuous Mascara 
Pure Color Lipstick Offer good while supplies last.  Quantities limited. 

 One of each gift to a customer, please 

Our Best Sellers
Choose Your Gift 
Free with any Estee Lauder 
purchase of $35.00 or more. 

Worth over $120.00
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cosmetic bag featuring an original Lilly Pulitzer print. 

Choose Your Moisturizer.  
? > @ 3@ � ; (' � ; @ 8 7A6@ � 7� ; 5@ Resilience Lift Crème (Lifting/Firming) 

or DayWear Crème @ � � B; @ � : ; < ; > 67, >  @

 

 
Lip Conditioner and 
Pure Color = 9; � ) 3+ , * @ % ' 3+ @

Lafayette Plaza Center 
(925) 283-3380 Danville Town & Country 

(925) 837-0261 Montclair 6211 Medau Pl., Oakland 
(510) 339-2210 

Napa Town Center    
(707) 255-9375 Napa Auburn � ; � 6@ 6, @ � 3< ; 4 3: 6@ � @ � � � @

(530) 885-0500 Countrywood 718C Bancroft Rd, WC 
(925) 935-9300 
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 Paul Kephart   Master C raftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 
Moraga Resident

93 Moraga Way, OrindaBRE #: 00903367

_____CLARK THOMPSON_____ 
                   REAL   ESTATE   BROKER    

Village ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE 

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

email: ct@clarkthompson.com
Search the MLS: www.clarkthompson.com

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Custom Quality Fencing
• Good Neighbor Fence
• Deer Fencing
• Picket/Split Rail
• RV Gates
• Trellis and Arbors
• Retaining Walls
• Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491 

Ken Tamplen
925-938-9836
www.kensrototilling.com

Reservoir Neighborhood

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000

KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

3 2 un e o   L e e
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 933± Sq. Ft.

959 th Street  La a e e
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1100± Sq. Ft.

Kurt Piper Group

PENDING

e e r i  h r er

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Angelo Rossi
Aug 9, 1920-Scpt 7, 2013
Resident of Lafayette

Angelo passed away peacefully on Sept. 7, 2013 at the age of 93.
He leaves his wife of 68 years, Gloria Rossi, son James Rossi,
daughter-in-law Nancy Rossi, granddaughter Jocelyn, grandson Justin
Rossi and granddaughter-in-law Tasha Rossi. 

Angelo was born in a small farmhouse just two blocks from
where he passed in Reliez Valley of Lafayette. As of his passing,
Angelo was the oldest "born in Lafayette" resident at the age of 93.
Angelo, along with his two brothers Frank and Setafine, worked the

Rossi ranch which covered 158 acres. Angelo was in the first Acalanes graduating class in 1941. He
served with the 27th Infantry Division in the Army during WW II, participated in the invasion of
Saipan and Okinawa where he was awarded two Purple Hearts and the Bronze Star. Upon his return
from the service, Angelo married Gloria Bertero of San Leandro in 1945. Son James was born in
1949. Angelo and Gloria built the house on Angelo Street in 1951 and still live there today.
       Angelo along with his two brothers had Rossi Brothers Furniture Shop on Mt. Diablo Blvd. for
31 years. They all retired in 1977. Angelo coached Little League in the Lafayette Youth Association
for 5 years, and was involved in the Boy Scouts with son Jim.
       Angelo and Gloria traveled extensively after retirement and were always active and involved
with the grandkids while they were growing up.

Sandra Sue Richards
Resident of Lafayette

It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of Sandy
Richards, wife of Louis Richards, mother of Michael Richards of
Livermore and Laurie Roser (Rob) of Chicago, IL and
grandmother to Zoe and Chase Richards. Sandy was well known
and liked in the community for her friendly story-telling and warm
greeting to all who passed through the doors of Sandy’s Unique
Boutique in Lafayette. In recent years she was unable to come to
the store due to her disability from Lupus. During that time, family

and friends stepped in to keep the business going in the hopes that Sandy would recover and return
to her store. It wasn’t meant to be, however, and the business closed in June of 2012, 34 years after
first opening. 
       Sandy was born March 18, 1943 in Spokane, WA to Arbie and Sarah Mickels. She graduated
from Central Valley High School in 1961. That same year, she gave her hand to Louis Richards and
so began a 52-year adventure in fun, family and business. Along the way, she was a fashion model
and cheerleader in high school, received her credential as an EMT at County Hospital in Martinez,
attended DVC in nursing, raised two children, started her own business in 1976, and teamed up
with Louis to remodel and sell eight houses in Martinez, Lafayette and Orinda.
       Sandy spent much of the past 15 years in and out of the hospital fighting the hold the disease
had on her body. Lupus finally won the battle after a recent visit in John Muir Hospital and she
passed away on Jan. 24, 2014 while in hospice care at the Bruns House in Alamo. The family thanks
Bruns House for the tender, loving care they gave her in the final hours of her life. She will be well
remembered and memorialized with a brick in the garden of Bruns House with her name on it.
Donations in her memory can be addressed to The Bruns House, Alamo, CA or The National Lupus
Foundation. Her body has been donated to UCSF in the hopes that, in her death, she may contribute
to the research into the cause and effects of Lupus.
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“We shall draw from the heart of
suffering itself the means of inspi-
ration and survival.” 
– Winston Churchill

When a parent dies, the
journey from sadness to

acceptance is frequently a chal-
lenging one – even for adult off-
spring. Memories resurface as
closets are emptied. New myster-
ies emerge as letters or photos are
discovered in desk drawers or
dusty attics. 

     
The odyssey of Lafayette res-

ident, Kimmen Sjölander, Ph.D.,
a professor in the University of
California, Berkeley’s depart-
ments of Bioengineering and
Plant and Microbial Biology,
began when a woman in Texas,
Helen Milewits, found a Purple
Heart bearing the name of Mor-
ton Warwow among the posses-
sions of her own deceased father.

     
An 8th U.S. Army Air Force

private during World War II,
Milewits’ father, Nathan Beck-
man, personalized medals for his
unit’s wounded.  In this case,
Beckman misspelled the name as
“Warwow” and then inexplicably
brought the medal home. After he
died, Milewits asked Purple
Hearts Reunited (www.purple-
heartsreunited.org) to find the
man who had earned it. PHR
phoned Sjölander after determin-
ing that her father, Morton C.
Warnow, was its rightful owner.

     
Born in Brooklyn in 1925,

Warnow enlisted in 1943. As-
signed to the USAAF’s 612th
squadron, 401st Bombardment
Group H in Deenethorpe, Eng-
land, he participated in successful
strikes on Pas de Calais, and was
aboard the Dynamite John when

36 planes hit Peenemünde – Ger-
many’s rocket manufacturing hub
– on July 18, 1944.

     
Then, his luck changed. “Sgt.

Morton C. Warnow, waist gunner
on a B-17 who had been reported
missing in action July 20, is a
German prisoner, having been
shot down in a raid over Ger-
many. He is the son of Mark
Warnow, conductor heard on
CBS,” announced the Sept. 11,
1944 issue of “Broadcasting: The
Weekly Newsmagazine of Radio
Broadcast Advertising.”

     
“Our plane got two engines

knocked out after we dropped our
bombs” on Leipzig, said Staff
Sgt. Ken Fritts in “One Story of a
B-17 Aircraft Combat Crew –
WWII,” a memoir penned by the
plane’s pilot, Lt. Jack Frederick.
A third lost power on the way
home. “We had a choice: ditch
that B-17 in the North Sea or bail
out” over Holland. “The Nazis
were shooting at us in our para-
chutes as we were floating down.
I landed on my back in a farmer’s
garden. … As I hit the road I
looked up and here comes a Hitler
Youth in uniform on a bicycle
carrying a sub-machine gun.”

     
They were interrogated

harshly – Warnow even more so.
His dog tag identified him as Jew-
ish. “He had a lot of mistreatment
as you can imagine, but he would
never talk about it,” said Sjölan-
der.

     
Afterward, the Germans sent

the officers to Stalag Luft I and
the enlisted from one prisoner of
war holding pen to another – and
via train boxcars to Stalag Luft
IV. “When we got to camp we
had a lot of men injured by bayo-

nets and by dogs biting them,”
said Fritts. Separated again into
two groups, they spent 19 months
there, enfeebled by poor food,
flimsy clothing and the camp’s
open latrines, unheated huts and
inferior medical facilities before
being forced into winter death
treks across Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia and Germany with 80,000
western Allied POWs.

             
... continued on page B3
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A Survivor’s Heart
By Laurie Snyder

Above the purple, enamel heart
with its profile of George Washing-
ton garbed in Continental Army
uniform, lies the Washington fam-
ily’s coat of arms set between two
sprays of leaves. “For Military Merit”
is inscribed on the reverse – along
with the medal winner’s name.
Medal photos provided by Purple
Hearts Reunited and U.S. Army
(public domain)

Young Morton C. Warnow Photo provided by Kimmen Sjölander, Ph.D.
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Bill Sautter and Jean Lee expect
to listen a lot when they volun-

teer. Sautter and Lee are lay volun-
teers for Stephen Ministries, working
through Lafayette-Orinda Presbyte-
rian Church.  The Stephen Ministries
website describes their volunteers as
the “after” people – meaning those
who arrive after the funeral, the di-
vorce, the imprisonment, the foreclo-
sure, or the devastating medical
pronouncement.  

      
“Our pastors are overloaded [with

work],” Sautter said, and Stephen
Ministries helps lighten their caseload
by providing confidential, one-on-one
support to care receivers. Volunteers
take an initial 50 hours of training,
and then attend monthly continuing
education classes and twice monthly
peer group meetings.  But their main
role is as a sounding board. “We’re
not trained as therapists, we’re trained
as listeners,” Sautter emphasized.  

      
Each volunteer is selectively

paired with a care-receiver of the
same gender; the volunteer generally
visits once a week for an hour, for as
long as their services are needed.
Sautter said LOPC has about 75
trained volunteers, 25 of whom are
currently active.   Each volunteer
commits to two years with the pro-
gram. Stephen Ministries is used by
11,000 congregations in 160 Christian
denominations worldwide. Lee said
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church,
Hillside Covenant Church in Walnut
Creek, St. Anselm’s Episcopal
Church, Lafayette, Faith Lutheran,
Pleasant Hill, and Hope Center

Covenant Church, Pleasant Hill also
run Stephen Ministries programs.

      
The churches have formed a con-

sortium and sometimes train together,
which is kind of unusual, Lee said.
The collaboration “works really well
with us,” added St. Anselm’s Stephen
Minister Judy Peak.

      
Six hundred thousand people

have trained as volunteers since the
program’s inception in 1975; nearly
three times that number have received
program assistance. 

      
Becoming a Stephen Minister re-

quires “pretty intensive training,” said
Lee, who is the program’s referrals
coordinator.  She became interested
after a personal experience she had
during her son’s serious accident 10
years ago.  “I spent a lot of time in the
hospital,” Lee said.  While there, she
noticed a young man who had no vis-
itors.  She decided to become his
“friendly visitor.”  

      
A short while later, Lee noticed a

Stephen Ministries announcement in
the church bulletin, seemingly “in
bold print, leaping off the page.”  

      
“Oh my goodness, I need to be in

this class,” she thought.  

      
LOPC makes its Stephen Min-

istries services available to the Lam-
orinda community at large.  “We did
an awful lot of outreach at the begin-
ning,” said Lee.  She adds that al-
though care receivers should
understand the program is Christian-
based, volunteers do not proselytize.  

      
To learn more about the program

go online to www.lopc.org; click on
"care," then “Stephen Ministry.”  
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Listening to the “After” People 
By Cathy Dausman

Six Stephen Ministries volunteers with nearly 50 years of experience among them. Back row, from left: Kathy Hallock,
Matt Bell, Judy Peak, and Cynthia Robey; front: Jean Lee and Marilyn Rockwood. Peak belongs to St. Anselm's Episco-
pal Church in Lafayette; the others belong to Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church. Photo Cathy Dausman
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Fritts and Jenkins went to Stalag

Luft I. Warnow’s group began the
“Black March” from Gross Tychow
on Feb. 6, 1945 during Europe’s
coldest months of the 20th century.
They trudged 20 miles daily for
nearly three months. Hundreds died. 

      
Separated yet again, the entire

crew survived somehow until re-

lease, though life proved difficult
for many afterward. Research has
documented a lingering impact not
just on Holocaust survivors and sol-
diers – but on their children and
grandchildren. “Preoccupied with
mourning their immense loss, some
parents had difficulties in respond-
ing to their children with adequate

affect,” wrote Natan P.F. Keller-
mann, Ph.D. in the “Israel Journal
of Psychiatry” in 2001. For many,
“economic safety was considered
more important than emotional
well-being.” While a fair number
were unaffected, he said, still others
were left with a “vague sense of
fear, sadness and vulnerability.”

      
Warnow graduated from Cor-

nell, married in 1955, had three chil-

dren, and wrote the 1962 novel,
"Forced March” in just a few days.
“He loved the written word; it was
one of his great gifts,” said Sjölan-
der. An inventor, he designed face-
to-face communications technology
in the 1970s and founded Modern
Deaf Communication. He passed
away in 2006.

      
Looking at the medal she had

been safekeeping for her dad – the

Purple Heart that actually had made
it into his hands, Sjölander realized
his name had also been misspelled
on that one – as “Norton Warnow.”
PHR is now obtaining a corrected
medal for her. 

      
“He had a tremendous capacity

for optimism and appreciation of
beauty in the world. He never
stopped being enthusiastic about
life.”
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A Survivor’s Heart
... continued from page B1

History of the Purple Heart
Second only to the bronze star in prominence, the Purple Heart is also the nation’s oldest military
decoration, dating back to the time of George Washington. On Aug. 7, 1782, he wrote:

“The General ever desirous to cherish virtuous ambition in his soldiers, as well as to foster and en-
courage every species of Military merit, directs that whenever any singularly meritorious action is per-
formed, the author of it shall be permitted to wear on his facings over the left breast, the figure of a
heart in purple cloth, or silk, edged with narrow lace or binding. Not only instances of unusual gal-
lantry, but also of extraordinary fidelity and essential service in any way shall meet with a due reward.”

Washington’s award, however, was only ever conferred upon three men from Connecticut
regiments of the Continental Army. It was not until General George McArthur became Army Chief
of Staff in the late 1920s that the Purple Heart truly became the tribute it is today.

Initially, the medal was to be issued only for a “wound which necessitates treatment by a
medical officer and which is received in action with an enemy” if the soldier’s commander deter-
mined the wound to have resulted “from a singularly meritorious act of essential service.” But, dur-
ing a 20-year period, three American presidents raised the medal’s profile even higher. 

Franklin Roosevelt decreed that wounded from all military branches – not just those in the
Army – were eligible retroactively from Dec. 7, 1941. Harry Truman pushed that eligibility date
back to April 5, 1917 to honor World War I’s injured. And John F. Kennedy ensured that “‘any civilian
national of the United States, who while serving under competent authority in any capacity with
an armed force…, has been, or may hereafter be, wounded’ and authorized posthumous award of
the medal.”

Source: Celebrating America’s Freedoms: The Purple Heart, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

Sgt. Morton C. Warnow and fellow members of 2nd Lieutenant Jack L. Freder-
ick’s crew in front of their B-17 during combat crew training at Alexandria,
Louisiana, April 1944. Front, from left: Lt. Frederick, pilot; 2nd Lt. John W. Kirk-
bride, copilot; Lt. Fred H. Sherriff, navigator (transferred before July 20 mission);
2nd Lt. Raymond L. Nagle, bombardier. Back: Staff Sgt. Kenneth H. Fritts, engi-
neer/top turret gunner; Sgt. Walter H. Jenkins, ball turret gunner; Warnow, waist
gunner; Sgt. Robert V. Norris (did not fly July 20); Cpl. Edgar E. Pierson, tail gun-
ner. Not pictured, but present and taken as POWs July 20: Staff Sgt. Emerson R.
Roberts, radio operator; 1st Lt. John P. Szungyi. 
Photo provided by Kimmen Sjölander, Ph.D. Crewmen identified by Donald
Byers, historian, 401st Bomb Group (H) Association: www.401bg.org/Main.

Morton C. Warnow on the right. “He was a brilliant, brilliant man,” said
Lafayette resident, Kimmen Sjölander, Ph.D., of her father, Morton C. Warnow.

Photo provided by Kimmen Sjölander, Ph.D.
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The Big Business of  Trash
Accusations fly as $500M contract looms
By Sophie Braccini

As the Central Contra Costa
Solid Waste Authority neared

a deal worth $500 million at the end
of January, negotiating a franchise
agreement with the companies that
will manage all the trash for the
next 10 years, allegations of mal-
practice were made against the
front runner, Republic Services.
The authority is launching an inde-
pendent investigation into the
claim, although CCCSWA director
Paul Morsen confirmed that he
does not think there is substance to
the allegations.

     
A few days before the Jan. 30

CCCSWA board meeting, the
group California Compost Coali-
tion declared that 67 percent of
Central Contra Costa’s food and
yard waste was not being recycled
properly, citing “official state and
local records” that showed Lamor-
inda’s yard waste was being used as
ground cover at local landfills in-
stead. Using green waste as cover
on landfill is legal, but it is not what
Republic contracted for. Addition-
ally, the coalition noted that using
green waste mixed with food waste
as ground cover is strictly prohib-
ited by state law.

     
Morsen met with the California

Compost Coalition on Feb. 5 to un-
derstand where the figures cited
were coming from. After the meet-
ing the director said that he does
not believe that the claim is true,
but given the seriousness of the
case and to make sure there is ab-
solutely no doubt left, he decided to
entrust Intelliwaste, an independent
consultant, with an investigation of
Republic’s practices.  

     
“Intelliwaste’s charge is to: one,

determine if Republic Services is
composting green waste, including
green waste from CCCSWA com-
munities that allow home food
scraps to be mixed with this mate-
rial, in accordance with the current

contractual obligations; two, deter-
mine if Republic Services has ex-
ceeded contractual limits on the use
of green waste as alternative daily
cover (ADC) at the Kellar Canyon
Landfill and determine if there is
evidence that Republic Services is
using CCCSWA green waste mixed
with food material as ADC; three,
assess the adequacy of the CCC-
SWA’s annual reporting against re-
quirements established by
CalRecycle as it relates to green
waste composting and ADC use,”
stated Morsen.

     
Since 2007 Lamorinda CCC-

SWA’s customers  have been able
to discard their food waste in their
green bins with the understanding
that Waste Management trucks take
it to the compost facility operated
by Republic Services on Newby Is-
land in Milpitas, where it is turned
into a byproduct for local farmers.
The practice was extended to Wal-
nut Creek in 2011.

     
At the Jan. 30 meeting, Tim Ar-

genti, Republic Services general
manager, stated that all the material
collected to be composted at
Newby Island is composted there,
as per the contract and as attested
by a third party yearly review. In a
statement to the board, Argenti
qualified the attack as “a desperate
attempt by our competitors to derail
the Request For Proposal process.”   

     
The two final contenders for

trash collection and processing
are Republic Services and Mt. Di-
ablo-Recology.  At the meeting,
the CCCSWA’s ad hoc committee
and staff, and HF&H Consultants
presented a recommendation to
the board to choose Republic
Services as the preferred provider
for collection, transfer, organics
processing and disposal services,
and Pacific Rim Recycling as the
preferred provider for recyclable
processing.  The report’s recom-

mendation was based upon Re-
public’s lower cost for the same
diversion rate and lower transi-
tion risk, and concluded that Re-
public was the highest value
option.  

     
Tensions rose once again when

allegations of Brown Act violations
during the selection process were
made by Wilson Wendt from the
law firm Miller Starr Regalia,
which represents Mt. Diablo-Re-
cology LLC.  He said that the ad
hoc committee analyzing the pro-
posals made decisions instead of
recommendations.  

     
CCCSWA’s lawyer indicated

that he did not believe there were
any violations and he was corrobo-
rated by members of the ad hoc
committee, however, he recom-
mended postponing the decision to
avoid a legal battle that would take
even more time. 

     
Many community members

came to the meeting in support of
Republic, praising Argenti and his
team for exemplary service and
community support, among them
Anne Grodin of Lafayette and Edy
Schwartz of Moraga.  The staff re-
port also listed dozens of commu-
nications by residents asking board
members to support Republic Serv-
ices and Pacific Rim Recycling.

     
The new 10-year franchise

agreement being negotiated will
offer new services that should lead
the region to meet the state’s target
of a 75 percent diversion rate by
2020.  Both Republic and Mt. Dia-
blo-Recology plan to add new serv-
ices such as recycling of batteries,
rigid plastics and plastic bags.  Re-
public also plans to add cell phone
and compact fluorescent bulb
weekly collection. 

     
The Intelliwaste investigation

report is scheduled to be finalized
in time for the Feb. 27 CCCSWA
board meeting.

1,000 Places to See
By Lou Fancher

If travel journalist Patricia Schultz
was an airplane, she’d be a super-

sonic MiG-25 Foxbat fighter jet. Or
maybe a slightly slower, all-weather
F-15 Eagle. At an appearance at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter Jan. 29, she piloted a sold-out au-
dience on a 45-minute, Mach 3,
whirlwind spin around the world.

      
Ironically, the intrepid traveler

and author of New York Times best-
seller “1,000 Places to See Before
You Die” dislikes flying. “Here’s my
secret: I’m a nervous flyer,” she said.
“I hate to fly.” She never indulges in
thoughts of airline preference:
“whichever one is going wherever I
need to be,” is her selection method.
Courageous to a fault, but no fool, she
said safety is paramount, jet lag is
“something to soldier through,” and if
tomorrow, she had to pick just one
place to live for the rest of her life, it
would be Italy.

      
Long before Schultz contributed

to guides like Frommer’s and period-
icals including The Wall Street Jour-
nal, she was a girl, growing up with a
German father and an Italian mother.
Her heart, usurped by her mother’s
blood (her 2011 paperback second
edition has Germany, 18 pages, Italy,
50 pages), Schultz said Italy is the
most revisited country in the world.
“Do you have to see it before you
die?” she asked, not waiting for an an-
swer, but supplying it herself: “Yes.”

      
Originally published in 2003,

“1,000 Places” profiles Schultz’s cu-
rated selections of the world’s best lo-
cations and sights. Beneath postage
stamp-sized photos, she offers rea-
sons why visiting is essential and in-
cludes tips on hotels, prices, websites,
and more. Schultz has added 200 new
entries and 28 new countries to the
updated edition; performing a magic
act by merging original entries and
maintaining the total entries at 1,000.
Without increasing the already brick-
like book’s size, she’s added places
that hadn’t been “on her radar”
(Ghana, South Korea) or were too tu-
multuous, immediately after breaking
away from the Soviet Union (Estonia,
Ukraine, Slovakia). Everything re-
ceived updated tweaks, requiring a
two page list of collaborators.

      
“Once you get out the door, adven-

ture starts to happen,” she promised,
before delving into the splendors of 30
locations she’d chosen to highlight in
the program. From London, a city
about which she said, “everyone starts
there at some time,” her rapid fire Pow-
erPoint traveled in just four minutes
through Scotland, Wales, Ireland and
Scandinavia. “Do you know that a per-
son from this country that I spoke with
referred to Scandinavia as a country?”

she asked, astounded. “It reminded me
of the 30 percent of Americans who
can’t find Mexico on a map.”

      
Scandinavia is a continent includ-

ing three – and sometimes up to five
countries and the Faroe Islands. When
Schultz asked a young American boy
how many countries Europe has, he
guessed seven. There are 48 and she
said Americans remain the most geo-
graphically ignorant people she’s en-
countered.

      
Describing Norway’s dramatic

topography, waxing poetic about Ice-
land’s Northern Lights and Berlin’s
proud, great museums (and a small
village nearby, boasting nine brew-
eries that hold Octoberfest in August
to catch the tourists), she suggested
she’d been to heaven, one-thousand
times over. Like her book, the talk
was filled with tips about train travel,
cruises, tour guides (worth the
money), and how respect can earn
trust and lead to special insights. “You
get back what you put out,” she said.
“If you are a well-behaved American,
you will find people are always nice.”

      
Susan Terzuoli, Alamo, and In-

grid Lara, Danville, hadn’t traveled
far to hear Schultz, but their globe-
roving wanderlust made them sea-
soned travelers. Terzuolio has visited
every continent except Australia and
marveled at how Schultz managed to
get her “favorites” list down to just
1,000. Lara said today’s digital age of-
fers opportunities to “explore” on
YouTube, but virtual visits lack sen-
sory experience and are not substitute
for actual travel. And coming home is
made all the more sweet by having
been away. “Each time I come back
to the Bay Area, I appreciate it more,”
she said.

      
Schultz answered audience ques-

tions with clipped, often pithy re-
sponses. When she travels, she’s
expected to see more in three days
than most people see in three months.
She’s been known to literally run
through museums and suggested each
person must find his or her preferred
mode.  “I enjoy seeing a little of every-
thing,” she said, perhaps inspired by
the Asian proverb fronting her book:
“Better to see something once than to
hear about it a thousand times.”

      
For more information about

Schultz and her book, visit
1000places.com.

Patricia Schultz Photo provided

Don’t Miss the
Next Author
Lecture at LLLC 
The Lafayette Library and
Learning Center will feature
Dina Colman, author of “Four
Quadrant Living: Making
Healthy Living Your New Way
of Life,” at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 20 as part of its Sweet
Thursdays program.  Colman
will outline the principles of
the four quadrants and dis-
cuss ways to reduce stress,
live mindfully, eat well, exer-
cise more, sleep better, en-
gage in healthy relationships,
and detoxify environments.
For information, visit
http://www.lafayettelib.org/cal
endar/sweetThursdays.html.
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Lots of  Love at New
Gallery Location 

It’s hard to quantify if there was ac-
tual love in the air at the Lafayette

Art Gallery for a reception celebrating
their new exhibit, "Love at First
Sight," but there was clearly plenty of
friendship and chocolate kisses.
Many of the 28 member-artists of the
co-op were in attendance, along with
friends and family, enjoying an array
of complimentary chocolates and
champagne that surely contributed to
the sociable buzz.  

      
In their new location since Octo-

ber at the Forge, next to Bo’s Barbe-
cue, plein air painter and founding
member of the art gallery, Jill Landau,
reports that many of the co-op artists
are very excited about their new loca-

tion.  Filling the modern split level
space are a wide variety of hand-
crafted works that adorn the walls and
shelves, including some of Landau’s
paintings, striking ceramic sculptures,
jewelry, water colors, oil paintings
and Joe Bologna’s three large humor-
ous steel dogs with rebar tails and rail-
road spike legs.  Newest member of
the co-op Steve Hobbs and his cam-
era were happy to mingle with fellow
artists; his bucolic photographs of
local landscapes were easy to spot.   

      
The gallery is open from Tuesday

to Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  For more in-
formation, go to www.lafayette-
gallery.net.  C.Tyson

Artist Judy Feins with husband, Rick. Photos Steve Hobbs

From left: Artist Irenka Kudlicki’s sister, Alina Bialobrodska, Kudlicki, and
Steve Hobbs’ daughter, Becky.

Emergency Path Realignment
Scheduled for Sleepy Hollow
Elementary School
By Cathy Dausman

While it takes a village to raise
a child, it takes a multitude

of agencies to straighten out a path-
way within that village.  That’s what
Lamorinda Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator Dennis Rein and Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District Fire Marshal
Kathy Leonard are finding out as they
prepare to re-establish a 500-foot-
long trail connecting Sleepy Hollow
Elementary School grounds to
Orinda’s Bear Creek Road. 

      
Notes from the MOFD general

project description explain that “the
trail is intended to continue to serve
as an alternate egress route for stu-
dents and school staff in the event a
major incident caused the narrow
road network within the Sleepy Hol-
low neighborhood to be compro-
mised.”

      
“The real story here might be the

amount of inter-agency cooperation it
takes to make a simple project actu-
ally materialize these days,” Rein
said.  

      
The land is owned by East Bay

Municipal Utility District and abuts
Orinda Union School District land. A
current agreement for the trail exists
between the school district and
EBMUD. Cal Fire and firefighters
from the Solano County Delta Con-
servation Camp will provide the man-
power, with the work supervised by

MOFD personnel. Rein calls Delta
Camp members “a hard working,
fire-fighting team that do these grade
projects during the off season. It's a
great benefit to our community and
projects like this one might not get
done without them.”

      
“It’s a collaborative effort,”

agreed Leonard, who said that the
brush removal needs to be done be-
cause in some places “the Coyote
Brush is as tall as [a human],” she
said.  After outlining the path, workers
will cut surrounding brush to re-estab-
lish a 4-foot-wide trail, align, then
slope it to prevent erosion, tamp the
surface, chip vegetation and minimize
stump hazards on school grounds.
Trees within 50 feet of the trail will be
limbed up. When the project is fin-
ished, a standard trail gate will be in-
stalled at the fence line nearest Bear
Creek Road. The gate will be locked,
monitored and maintained by Sleepy
Hollow school staff.  

      
The work is scheduled for April 1

and 2, when school is not in session,
with April 3 reserved if needed. Cost
for the work crew is approximately
$230 per day.  

      
“It’s a great deal for everybody,”

Leonard said, saying the work “will
improve the existing easement with-
out jeopardizing the safety of the
kids.”

Future emergency path Image provided
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Isolation and Loneliness Can Be “Deadly” to Older Adults
Prevention is the key 
By Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT, CMC 

It is a powerful statement to think
that isolation might be debilitating

to older adults and contributing to
mortality.  However, research done in
the past few years, at UCSF and at the
University College London, revealed
that lack of social contact – “isola-
tion” – is a predictor of death.

      
Dr. Carla Perissinotto, one of the

authors of the study done in 2012 at
UCSF, said that one of the surprising
findings of the team is that loneliness
does not necessarily correlate with
living alone.  Research revealed that
43 percent of the adults surveyed felt

lonely, but only 18 percent lived
alone.  A caregiving spouse who gives
care to someone who no longer has
the capacity to be a companion could
feel lonely and be isolated due to his
or her role.

      
Many of you over 70 living alone

might be saying, “I love my life and I
actually enjoy my own company.”  It
is my personal belief that if you
choose a solo lifestyle and it doesn’t
compromise your health or sense of
well-being, it can be fine.  However,
when the ability to leave your home
is compromised for any reason or

health issues start to isolate you or
family members, then there is a prob-
lem that can be remedied.

      
The British study found that hav-

ing no social contacts increased the
risk of dying, regardless of a person’s
health and other factors, while loneli-
ness increased the risk of dying only
among those with health issues.  They
further explained that those isolated
had no one to urge them to eat well or
to take prescribed medications and in
a crisis there was no one to step in.

      
Loneliness can be felt in people

who are fully functional, but feel

empty or desolate.  People who iden-
tified themselves as lonely had an ad-
justed risk ratio for decline that was
59 percent greater than those not ex-
periencing loneliness.

      
So what should one do to prevent

isolation and loneliness? A simple an-
swer is to stay “engaged” all your life.
That engagement will vary for each
of us, especially as we move into our
80s and 90s.  But when I talk to posi-
tive people in these age groups, they
are still engaged by volunteering, vis-
iting friends, taking classes – despite
losses and health challenges.

      
Here are seven ways to prevent

isolation and loneliness:
1)   Consider values and your
“sense of purpose.” Ask yourself,
“What gives my life meaning?” If
you played a musical instrument, but
don’t any longer – go to concerts.  If
you like to travel, sign up for trips (al-
ready planned) at a senior center if
you don’t have local friends or family
to travel with.  
2)   Volunteer. Churches or religious
organizations often offer classes
and/or volunteer opportunities.  They
often have visitors to keep you con-
nected if you’re homebound.
3)   Access transportation. If you
can no longer drive, look for the local
senior shuttle to bring you to events
where you have opportunities to meet
others.  Call senior information for a
list of senior transportation services:
(800) 510-2020.
4)   Adopt a pet. You’ll have some-
one to talk to in the middle of the
night and a good excuse for a walk
where you will meet other pet own-
ers.
5)   Get ear and eye exams. If you
have sensory losses and don’t like
crowds because you can’t always
hear, have your ears examined and
see what is new in devices.  Same
with vision: have your eyes checked
annually and update your glasses.
6)   Consult a care manager. If you
have other medical issues which have
been a reason for isolation, you might
want to consult with a professional
care manager who can assist you with
managing your medical issues and get
you back into the community.  Things
that we think can’t be fixed often have

a new answer – therapies and treat-
ments are changing and an expert can
be your coach or guide.  
7)   Communicate your needs.
Sometimes you just need to ask for
what you need.  If you do have family
– near or far – tell them how impor-
tant their calls and visits are and if you
are not on the computer, learn.  Email
and Skype can keep you connected.

      
For those who live in Lamorinda,

the Lamorinda Village (www.lamor-
indavillage.org) – a membership or-
ganization that will begin in late 2014
– will provide entertaining, educa-
tional and health focused opportuni-
ties for social engagement.  The
primary purpose of “The Village” is
to support seniors to live healthy in
their own homes and communities.  

      
We are social creatures and we

need to nurture ourselves and push at
times to stay connected.  Loss is part
of life, but so is creativity and possi-
bility.  Reach out to others who you
think are isolated, know your neigh-
bors and be part of your community
– it will lengthen your life.

      
If you want resources for any of

the suggestions or need to speak with
a professional geriatric care manager,
please give me a call. Depression
could be keeping you stuck – if so,
feel free to call my office for re-
sources. If you do live alone or with a
partner, think about becoming part of
the new “Lamorinda Village” for this
primary reason alone – avoiding so-
cial isolation.

Linda Fodrini-Johnson is the
founder and executive director
of Eldercare Services, a licensed
marriage, family and child
counselor, and a certified care
manager.   

High Quality, Affordable Live-In Care
Having trouble finding compassionate around-the-clock home care that fits your family’s needs
and budget? Call Home Care Assistance! We are the East Bay’s live-in specialists! That’s because
we offff er:

Consistent Dependable Care. We typically assign a primary caregiver 4 days a week and a
secondary caregiver who covers the remaining days. (Some agencies alternate up to 4 different
caregivers in one day!)

Total Peace of Mind. Rest easy knowing your loved one’s needs are attended to at all times.
Live-in care ensures optimal safety and is personalized to each client’s individual needs.

Professional Oversight. Live-in caregivers are managed by a team of client care managers to
make sure our clients’ experiences are always positive. You don’t just hire a caregiver,r you hire
our full team of seasoned care professionals.

Reasonable Rates. ome Care Assistance hires and trains only the most qualified caregivers,
but our live-in rates are the most competitive in the industry. Call to learn more!

C
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Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay. She has
been working with older adults for more than ten years and is an expert on
managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and your family!

Call Jill today to schedule your free assessment!

925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
WeWW 've moved to Alamo!

SMC Conference Facilitates Discussion of  Critical Topics 
By Amanda Kuehn

Diverse and dynamic women,
including 92-year-old Betty

Reid Soskin, America’s oldest park
ranger, and Wanda Johnson, the
mother of Oakland resident Oscar
Grant who was shot by a BART
police officer on Jan. 1, 2009, will
speak on the topics of racism, sex-
ism and social injustice as keynote
speakers at the March 8 Wo/men’s
Conference at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege. Put on by the Women’s Re-
source Center (WRC), the annual
conference connects individuals
from different genders and gener-
ations to engage in the discussion
of critical topics.

     
Recipient of the 1995 Califor-

nia Woman of the Year Award and
special guest at President Obama’s
inauguration, Soskin is a promi-
nent and active African-American
woman. “She’s coming back by
popular demand,” said Sharon
Sobotta, director of the WRC.
While Soskin will speak to the
issue of racism in society, Johnson
will target the way that violence
against young men of color affects

women. Soskin and Johnson will
be joined by social justice practi-
tioners who work in agencies rang-
ing from Community Violence
Solutions to the MOMs program in
Alameda County. 

     
“It’s intentionally an inter-gen-

erational conference,” said
Sobotta. “We think something
extra comes from having many
generations together sitting around
the table and talking about these is-
sues.”

     
Intentionally written with a

backslash, the Wo/men’s Confer-
ence isn’t just for women. “We
want men to be there too,” said
Sobotta. The conference seeks to
bring together men and women
from different backgrounds to ex-
plore new ways to address tough
issues. It is an all-inclusive venue
in which community members, ed-
ucators, parents and students will
have the opportunity to learn about
and engage in discussions. 

     
A number of large group work-

shops will be offered by various
members of the Lamorinda com-

munity. Workshop topics range
from human trafficking and mod-
ern day slavery to a presentation
on how your food choices can
challenge injustice. “We don’t
want people to leave over-
whelmed,” said Sobotta. “We’ve
asked that the workshop leaders
leave people with some sort of
agency regarding what they can do
and what difference they can
make.”

     
New to this year’s conference

is an interactive poster session that
will allow small groups and indi-
viduals to share new information,
interests and findings with confer-
ence attendees. “People can
choose anything they’re passionate
about that relates to the general
theme,” Sobotta explained. Posters
might reflect student projects, new
research or information regarding
the efforts of a local organization
related to the themes of racism,
sexism and social injustice. A
group of SMC students will pres-
ent a poster on the question “What
is violence against women?” Mis-

sion and Ministry will present a
poster regarding fair trade prod-
ucts. 

     
Anyone can participate in the

poster fair. Poster presenters will
be stationed at tables, engaging
with small groups and individuals
as they pass by. If you’re interested
in presenting, sign up on the WRC
events website at:
http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/wom-
ens-resource-center/events/wom-
ens-conference-2014/submit-a-wo
rkshop-or-poster-session-proposal.
Applications for participation in
the poster session will accepted
through Saturday, March 1.

     
The conference will run from

9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday,
March 8.  Conference tickets are
$25 per person; sponsored tickets
are available for those who are un-
able to purchase. You can register
online by locating the WRC’s
events page (http://www.stmarys-
c a . e d u / w o m e n s - r e s o u r c e -
center/events/womens-conference-
2014) and clicking on the link la-
beled “Register Now.”

“V-Day Until the
Violence Ends”
Event Feb. 14 
Other Saint Mary’s Women’s Re-
source Center events include “V-
Day Until the Violence Ends.” A
worldwide movement to stop
violence against women and
girls, V-Day promotes creative
events to increase awareness,
raise money and revitalize the
spirit of anti-violence organiza-
tions. Using monologues from
Eve Ensler’s renowned play, “The
Vagina Monologues,” SMC stu-
dents will bring these stories to
the stage at 3 and 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 14. Pre-sale tickets are $5
for students; $10 for non-stu-
dents, available online. Tickets at
the door are $7 for students; $12
for non-students. 
For tickets and information, visit 
http://www.stmarys-
ca.edu/womens-resource-cen-
ter/events/v-day-until-the-viole
nce-stops.

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com

Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213



Normally the purview of ac-

claimed actors during Acad-

emy Awards season, nausea and nail

biting have also become habits du

jour for members of the Miramonte

High School Parent Club (MHSPC).

It all started in October when the

normally upbeat group learned that

actions by a local corporation had the

potential to rip through MHSPC’s

unsinkable fundraising machine

faster than James Cameron’s CGI-

generated iceberg chewed through

the Titanic.

      

Historically, MHSPC has relied

on revenues generated from Safe-

way’s involvement with Electronic

Script Incorporated, the California

corporation which launched eScrip in

1999 to help businesses support kid-

focused community groups. Today,

schools typically earn from 1 to 4 per-

cent of qualifying Safeway purchases.

      

The 2013-14 take for MHSPC

was expected to be $25,000. But on

Nov. 1, Safeway changed the rules.

Credit card purchases no longer earn

eScrip. Only items bought with cash,

debit card, check, SmartCheck, WIC,

SNAP/CalFresh, or Safeway Gift

Cards still qualify.

      

“We were notified of this change

Oct. 3, 2013 after our budget was set

for the school year,” said Miramonte

High School Parent Club member

Sharon Hillstrom. “For many parents,

buying groceries with a credit card

was a two-for-one benefit, helping

their child's school and earning airline

miles.”

      

Safeway clearly believes it has

taken a positive step. In the Nov. 18

San Francisco Business Times, Safe-

way spokesperson Teena Massingill

said the grocery giant made the

change while also lifting its $25,000

per school donation cap – a decision

she said would be popular with active

school supporters. "Ours is a business

with razor-thin profit margins. It is

difficult to make a donation from a

sale when we also incur a high credit-

card-transaction fee on that sale.”

      

According to figures provided by

MHSPC, the impact is clear. Pur-

chases plummeted from $676,470 in

October to $344,240 in November –

after Safeway’s new policy took ef-

fect. Hillstrom worries MHSPC

won’t meet its goal, as does MHSPC

fundraising vice president, Jackie

Moreau.“Parent and school groups in

Lamorinda, the East Bay and San

Francisco all have similar concerns as

eScrip has been their biggest source

of income.”

      

“Because I want to help the

school and continue to earn airline

miles, I'm now buying gift cards with

my credit card, then paying for my

groceries with the gift cards,” said

Sharon Noble. And MHSPC is also

planning an exciting event to head off

any shortfall from the eScrip shift. 

      

“Ladies Night at the Oscars” will

give Bay Area film fans a chance “to

walk the red carpet and enjoy an

evening of delicious catered appetiz-

ers, wine and champagne while the

Oscars live stream on a huge screen,”

said Hillstrom. Fabulous raffle prizes

will also be up for grabs.

      

Start helping your best gal pal

squeeze into her Spanx now. The event

will be held Sunday, March 2 from 5

to 8:30 p.m. at the J Colleen Boutique,

261 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette.Tickets

are available for purchase

through:https://miramonte.revtrak.net/t

ek9.asp.
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“The Monuments Men” is the latest directing

project by Oscar recipient George Clooney,

and his frequent collaborator and co-writer, Oscar

winner Grant Heslov (“Argo,” “The Ides of

March,” “Good Night, and Good Luck”).  They

adapted the screenplay from the novel written by

Robert M. Edsel and Bret Witter, which is based on

the true story of servicemen and women assigned

to locate and recover works of art stolen from mu-

seums, universities and personal collections by

Adolf Hitler, Herman Göring and the Nazis during

World War II.  

      

The ensemble cast includes George Clooney,

Matt Damon, Bill Murray, John Goodman and soon

to be Oscar winner Cate Blanchett.  The entire cast

delivers outstanding performances but it is

Blanchett who shines on the big screen as the as-

sistant curator from the Jeu de Paume museum in

Paris and who is reluctant to cooperate.  It is her

character's detailed notes and logs that lead to many

of the recoveries.  

      

“The Monuments Men” is no “Schindler's

List.” It is an interesting movie with flaws. It lacks

character development and Clooney never truly

brings out the tension of what one would except

from a World War II period piece.  Plus the musical

score sets the tone for humor that diverts the story

away from the seriousness of the subject matter. I

commend Clooney for bringing to light the story of

these courageous individuals as an educational ve-

hicle and addressing the question: What's the price

we're willing to pay for art?  The movie made me

want to learn more about the Monument Men, the

stolen art and the recovery.  If a film can educate as

well as entertain, it is worth the price of admission.  

      

The amazing part of attending the San Fran-

cisco press screening of “The Monuments Men”

was meeting Bernard Taper, a real Monument Man

and retired UC Berkley journalism professor.  It

was a wonderful experience to shake his hand and

say “thank you.”  A moment in my film history I

will never forget.  

      

“The Monuments Men” is rated PG-13 for a

few war scenes and smoking. It has a running time

of 1 hour and 58 minutes.  I highly recommend

school field trips for this film.

      

Derek Zemrak is a film critic, film producer and
founder of the California Independent Film Festi-
val. You can follow Derek on Twitter @zemrak for
the latest Hollywood news.  Derek can be heard
every Friday on KAHI 950AM on the Poppoff
Show.

“The Monuments Men” 
By Derek Zemrak

Photo provided
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

Safeway eScrip Changes Spark School
Fundraising Concerns
Oscar night party planned to drum up donations
By Laurie Snyder

Join THE WRITING STUDIO this spring as your children enter a world 
of CREATIVE NARRATIVE AND ESSAY-BASED EXPOSITORY WRITING 
PROJECTS.  Through grade appropriate classes and one-on-one 
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THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life

March 3 – May 16

Ergon Student Exchange 
seeks families to host a 16-17 
year old  Italian student 
Our program ensures to the 
host sibling a direct exposure 
to the Italian culture through 
an all-expenses paid summer 
vacation 
Ergon focuses on rigorous 
student  selection and careful 
matching  with host families  
Our Italian students attend 
the best high schools in 
Seattle, Portland and Eugene 
with excellent experiences 
for students and families

Host an Italian high school student    
and be invited to Italy                     

(flight is included)

www.ergon-se.org 
Bay Area Coordinator: Marilena Tamburello 

marilenat@gmail.com  - (510) 375 0681  

925-377-7711   www.techmommy.com
Serving the Bay Area’s Technology Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Personal training in your home.

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

“If your computer needs attention, call techmommy, a computer expert

that can skillfully fix it. Also, techmommy guides you, teaches you,

and shows you the ins and outs of your computer in no time at all.” 

– Marian Nichols, Moraga

Fast Expert Computer Help 

925-283-2100 •  www.ShermanSwim.com

Skills
Lifefor

Since 1961

Open Year-Round • Sign up now!
Visit our website 

for session dates!

• Protective Warm Environment
• Private Swim Lessons
• Classes in 92°-94° Water
• Diving Lessons    
• Parties that make a splash!
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Tax Service

Will you love me?
I am looking
for a home
with loving
parents in a

safe
environment.

Could that be you?  There are
many adorable cats & kittens to
choose.  Give us a call:  Judy @
925-788-8675 or Michelle @

925-324-7519.

FREE Kittens

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Music Lessons

Insurance House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881 Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997 Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable 

Call Terry 925-788-1663  Lic. # 851058

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Two Local Teens Debate the Pros and Cons of Valentine’s Day
Why Not Every Day?
By Youngjoo Ahn

The romantic nature of Valentine’s Day
began with Chaucer and Shakespeare

even though the disputed existence of St.
Valentine occurred years earlier. Valentine’s
greetings were popular in the Middle Ages
but the real market for ready-made cards
began in 1913 with the creation of Hallmark.  

      
Today, although Valentine’s Day is

touted as being a day celebrating love, in my
opinion it is really only about mass commer-
cialism. Last year sales on Valentine’s Day
reached $17.6 billion. Storefronts to mobile
games to children’s books encourage con-
sumption with pink and red heart decora-
tions and generic sayings of affection.
Sweethearts feel obligated to buy flowers,
chocolates, or jewelry to express their love.  

      
The only people who win on Valentine’s

Day are the owners of companies that bene-
fit from a shopping populace. Instead of
cherishing loved ones, Valentine’s Day has
added a price tag to love. This so-called hol-
iday pressures people to buy gifts for those
they care about.

      
“I think Valentine’s Day is a corporate

plot to allow companies to make billions of
dollars. I’m not against it because love is to
be celebrated. It just doesn’t need all the
chocolate and flowers that people associate
with it,” senior Ruwan Thilakaratne said.
“Show someone you genuinely care about
them by writing a letter or spending the day
with them.” 

      
“I think Valentine’s Day is a very com-

mercialized holiday that’s only celebrated to
make money. It’s only really fun for little
kids and couples,” senior Devin Mottier

said. “There shouldn’t have to be a specific
day to tell somebody you love them. That’s
something that should be expressed without
a holiday coaxing it out of you.” 

      
Because Valentine’s Day has become so

commercialized, it often ostracizes those
who do not receive flowers and gifts. Being
single shouldn’t make you feel lonely and
depressed yet the anti-Valentine’s Day,
called Single’s Awareness Day, or “SAD,”
has arisen.  

      
“Valentine’s Day is a unique holiday

where I eat a lot of candy and reevaluate my
life as a loner. As a guy, I feel pressured to buy
something on Valentine’s Day. If a person is
in a relationship, it is mandatory to spend on
this holiday,” sophomore Scott Wu said. 

      
Valentine’s Day has lost its meaning be-

cause of commercialization. There doesn’t
need to be a holiday celebrating love, espe-
cially when celebrating love consists of the
obligation to go on a shopping spree. To me,
every day is a time to cherish loved ones,
showing them how special they are to me
without the added expense of chocolate,
flowers, and jewelry. 

      
Youngjoo Ahn is a senior at Miramonte

High School.
In her free
time she
hosts Express
Yourself!®
Teen Radio,
enjoys volun-
teering, and
reads vora-
ciously. 

To be or not to be MINE?  That is the question
that many teenagers think about on Valen-

tine’s Day, along with coming up with a romantic
gesture for their significant other.  This day, like
any other holiday, brings joy as well as other ben-
efits.

      
Valentine’s Day spurs creativity because peo-

ple invent unique ways to show their love.  In a
way, it forces people to think about their beloved
and the memories they have shared together. 

      
Chocolate is a popular gift idea among cou-

ples, as freshman Jack Thomas says, “Receiving
chocolate makes girls happy, and guys want to
make their girlfriends smile.”  Even though
chocolate seems like a simple gift, it contains a
multitude of health benefits. 

      
According to recent scientific research, dark

chocolate consists of many antioxidants that de-
stroy free radicals, highly reactive atoms that
damage DNA and cell membranes that roam
around in our bodies.  In addition, the cocoa in
chocolate reduces cardiovascular disease, protects
skin from UV rays, and increases blood flow.
Hurrah for chocolate gifts!

      
Critics may claim that Valentine’s Day was

merely devised by mercenary corporations to in-
crease sales.  However, these profits can be used
to produce more cards for upcoming events (e.g.
Mother’s Day, graduation). Although greeting
card companies don’t flaunt their charitable ac-
tions, most are philanthropic.

      
Hallmark has partnered with United Nations

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) since 2006, donating
more than $12 million from sales of UNICEF-re-
lated items. They also donated $3.5 million to the
Susan G. Komen Foundation.

      
Another well-known card enterprise, Amer-

ican Greetings, supports the United Way of

Greater Cleveland through volunteering and
fundraising to help local organizations.  They
have donated boxes of school supplies to the art
school, the Rainey Institute.

      
Although Valentine’s Day is an invented hol-

iday, there’s a reason why this day is celebrated
not only in the U.S. but also in Britain, Japan,
Italy, and many other countries.  Junior Max Han
believes that “love is a universal theme that every-
one can relate to.”  Considering how many books,
songs, movies, and TV shows center around the
notion of love, it’s obvious why this holiday was
created. 

      
For the people who call Feb. 14 Singles

Awareness Day or “SAD,” there are other ways
to cope.  Travelling, spending time with friends,
or watching movies are popular, as senior Olivia
Warner adds, “Good movies come out around this
time of year.”  No teen should be ashamed about
being an independent and unattached individual.
Everyone is single at some time. It is pointless to
annually mope. 

      
Feb. 14 is a unifying day for both singles and

couples, strengthening friendships as well as ro-
mantic bonds.  Utilize this day to show your ap-
preciation for loved ones and those who are
making a positive difference in your life. Say
“thank you” for caring. 
Linda Lan Phung, a
Miramonte High
School senior who vol-
unteers throughout the
East Bay, is an officer
with Club Be the Star
You Are!®, and strives
for 17-second mira-
cles, inspired by au-
thor Jason Wright.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.
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Diablo Tax Service
IRS Licensed Enrolled Agents
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bonded & insured 925-283-9382
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Diablo Tax Service
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Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something to say or have writing skills and want to be part of our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

Tom Romaneck Painting
Meticulous preparation & finish work

Excellent References • Owner Operated
Orinda Resident • Free Estimates

Up to $1,000 Off on a $10,000 Job

925-323-9908
TRomaneck@yahoo.com

Lic. #922081

Spreading the Love Around
By Linda Lan Phung

ADOLESCENTS
ADULTS · FAMILIES

Brian Clark, Psy.D.
licensed clinical psychologist 
PSY 25198

954 Risa Road · Lafayette
(925) 385-8050
www.brianclarkpsyd.com

specializing in:
Achievement Pressure

AD/HD
Parenting Support

Anxiety
School Stress

Depression
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Computer Help

• Troubleshoot
any PC problem.

• Help in plain English, 
not tech talk. 

• Virus and spyware removal, 
system clean-up.

• Master e-mail, web searches, 
filing, attachments.

• Program iPod, cell phone, 
Blackberry, camera, GPS.

• Personal training in your home.
Call Alison 925-377-7711

Help Wanted

Part-time cashier needed
2 pm-7pm, 3 days a week.
Honest, friendly,& courteous 
Rheem Valley Cleaners, Moraga
925-247-5499 or email resume to
my3buildings@gmail.com
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Submit stories and story 
ideas to storydesk

@lamorindaweekly.com

Encryption apps are becoming in-
creasingly popular among a va-

riety of users. This popularity is a
result of the increasing body of evi-
dence showing that data transmis-
sions from smartphones can be
intercepted and collected.  However,
there may be many instances where
confidentiality of a smartphone trans-
mission may be of paramount impor-
tance. That’s where Wickr comes in
handy. Wickr is much more than an
app that encrypts your text messages.
Using the most advanced encryption
technology, it also allows you to
safely and securely send audio, video,
and voice messages.  The company
can’t see the information you are
sending, and when a message expires
based on the user’s self-destruct op-
tion, it is gone forever.  The transmis-
sion leaves no trace, and it can never
be recovered by anyone, including
Wickr. The person who sends the
transmission has complete control
over who gets to see what, and for
how long. This highly advanced en-
cryption app brings ‘sophisticated se-
curity and privacy technologies to
everybody.’ According to the com-
pany, their app is used by reporters,

senators, police, doctors, patients,
lawyers, bankers, military, and so on.
For example, insurance companies
and hospitals use wickr to ensure that
transmission of medical records is
kept completely private.  Basically,
anyone who has a vital need to ensure
their data is only seen by the desired
recipient would have a use for Wickr.
Thankfully, it is an incredibly easy
app to use.  In today’s information so-
ciety, where interception of data is a
common occurrence, Wickr stands
out as a must-have app.

Eric Pawlakos is a sophomore at UC
Davis, majoring in statistics. He is a
member of the UC Davis rugby team,
and enjoys playing guitar in his spare
time.  

THE APP RAP
By Eric Pawlakos

App: Wickr by Wickr Inc.
For: iPhones and Android 

phones
Price: Free

The idea for this recipe came
from a photograph I saw in a

magazine, which looked like a nice,
fluffy white center in the middle of
the lava cake. I thought, "Wow, what
a great idea, using marshmallows in

the middle of lava cakes!" But, as it
turned out, the white spot was sim-
ply the way the light reflected on the
cake and there were no marshmal-
lows anywhere to be found in the
recipe. This did not deter me, since

I am a huge fan of marshmallows. 

      
Although this is still a work in

progress, I am quite pleased with the
latest results. In the first attempt, we
used marshmallow cream in the cen-
ter of the lava cakes, but it just
melted away and integrated into the
cake. Next, we tried burying the
marshmallow in between spoonfuls
of batter, completely covering the
marshmallow, but the same thing
happened. In this last attempt, I
stuck the marshmallow right in the
center of the batter in each cupcake
tin, so that the top stuck out about
1/2 inch. This way, as the lava cake
baked, the marshmallow spread out
over the top and turned golden
brown, as if perfectly roasted over
the fire.

      
Serve these with a scoop of your

favorite ice cream or frozen yogurt
and drizzle chocolate sauce over the
top. (I did not photograph it this
way, so the marshmallow would
show in the picture.)

Dark Chocolate Marshmallow Lava
Cakes 

(Makes 12 regular muffin sized lava cakes, or 6 large muffin tins ... bake a little longer if using the
large size.)

INGREDIENTS

6 ounces bittersweet chocolate, coarsely chopped
1 cube butter (1 stick), cut into pieces
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 tablespoon Ruby Port 
1 cup powdered sugar
2 eggs
1 egg yolk
6 tablespoons flour
12 marshmallows

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 

Melt butter and chocolate in a bowl in microwave.  Remove from microwave and stir in vanilla
and Port until smooth. Whisk in 2 eggs and egg yolk, again until smooth. Stir in powdered sugar
and flour.

Prepare a muffin tin by spraying generously with cooking spray. Evenly distribute batter in each
tin. Depress a marshmallow in the center of each muffin tin.

Bake for approximately 12 to 15 minutes, or until marshmallows are beginning to look roasted.
(Baking time also depends upon how gooey you like the center.) Remove from oven and allow to
sit for a couple of minutes. Then, using a cutting board against the top of the pan, invert muffin
tin to remove lava cakes. Turn cakes right side up again onto dessert plates, and serve
immediately with a scoop of strawberry ice cream or frozen yogurt, which is especially nice for
Valentine's Day! Drizzle with your favorite chocolate sauce.

*If you refrigerate these and save them for later, they will be a little bit more like a very fudgy
brownie as opposed to a lava cake. 

Marshmallow lava cakes for the lovies in your life! Photos Susie Iventosch

Lava Cakes (for the Lovies in Your Life)
By Susie Iventosch

Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977

today

Business Directory   
Gardening AdvertiseUnderpinning

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908
www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

Lava cake batter with marshmallows

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and
Tasty Morsels, which can be found at Across
the Way in Moraga, www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our website:
ww.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to
share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at (925) 377-0977.
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Leader of  the Popcorn Pack
Submitted by Justin Steele

Stellar seller Jackson Steele Photo provided

Jackson Steele, a scout with Cub Scout Pack
200, smashed his Pack's fundraising record last

year by selling $3,124 worth of popcorn through-
out Lafayette.  This year he nearly doubled that ef-
fort by selling a whopping $5,823, which likely
made him the top seller in the state of California.
Both years Jackson has been honored at half court
during a Golden State Warriors game as the num-
ber one seller in this region.  His tireless efforts
week after week have earned a lot of extra funds
for his local council and his pack, which is com-
prised mainly of Springhill Elementary School stu-
dents.

Team Bentley Runs to Raise Funds for Growing Robotics Program
Submitted by Jenna Starkey

Team Bentley Photo provided

Bentley School, which has campuses in
Oakland and Lafayette, is fielding its

fourth annual team of runners and walkers for
the Oakland Running Festival on Sunday,
March 23. Team Bentley has grown steadily
over the last three years from 125 runners to
175 runners. Its mission is to model a healthy
lifestyle for and with its children. The team is
represented in every race length by students,
parents, faculty, or a combination thereof.     

     
The 5K is the most popular race length,

with runners as young as kindergarten. They
field multiple marathon relay teams from the
middle school, and have had an integrated
faculty/parent team. In addition, they have
helped several middle and upper school stu-
dents complete their first half marathon.
Team Bentley is one of the largest groups
represented at the Oakland Running Festival.

      
Structured as a fundraiser, over the last

three years Team Bentley has cumulatively do-
nated more than $35,000 to projects or pro-
grams at the school. In 2013, funds were
allocated to a library renovation on Bentley’s
Oakland campus. 

      
This year, all proceeds will fund Bentley’s

Remote Operating Vehicle (ROV) program,
which promotes problem solving through engi-
neering. Bentley’s upper school ROV team won
the Best Engineering and Design Award at the

12th Annual Marine Advanced Technology Ed-
ucation ROV Competition last year in Mon-
terey. The middle school will launch the first
ROV class in 2014. As part of this effort, stu-
dents will design, build, and test ROVs, with the
goal of representing Bentley at the regional
competition in Monterey. 

      
For more information, please contact Team

Bentley co-chairs, Leslie Bodner and Mona
Sillers, at TeamBentley2014@gmail.com.

Boxes, Bags and Bins of  Books
Benefit Schools
Submitted by Greg Davis

As part of their participation in the Julie
Foudy Sports Leadership Academy,

local Lafayette resident Kate Walner and her
friend Hannah Wells, both age 14, set out to
collect books for underserved schools in the
Mt. Diablo and Oakland unified school dis-
tricts.  Walner, a soccer player from Mont-
clair Soccer Club, reached out to her friends
from soccer clubs in our local community
including California Magic and East Bay
Eclipse. “Due to great support from Califor-
nia Magic and East Bay Eclipse soccer
clubs, we collected nearly 4,000 books that
were distributed among six different
schools,” said Walner. “This is great for stu-
dents in these underfunded schools because
they now have more and a better variety of
reading material.  It also creates awareness
of the need for books in local schools
among the soccer players from the clubs
that participated.”   Hannah Wells and Kate Walner Photo provided

Lafayette Community Foundation Awards Grant to WomenSing for
Free Music Performances in Lafayette
Submitted by Linda Infelise

The Lafayette Community Foundation
awarded an excellence grant of $2,500

that enables the local women’s chorus Wom-
enSing to expand artistic programming in

Lafayette.  The Foundation invests in programs
and projects that enhance the civic, cultural, ed-
ucational and environmental health of the city.
Its grant to WomenSing makes possible a week-

end of free public performances April 11-12,
giving local audiences an insider’s view of a
composer’s creative process and the ways that
choral singers respond to challenging new
music.  Three local choruses will participate in-
cluding WomenSing.

      
Founded in 1965, WomenSing, is an award-

winning chorus of nearly 50 women from the
Lamorinda and East Bay areas.  Its signature
project is Youth Inspiring Youth – Commission-
ing Emerging Composers.  Young California
composers, ages 18-30, compete for paid com-
missions to create new choral works for the cho-
rus.  The texts are provided by award-winning
children’s poetry from the River of Words Proj-
ect of the Center for Environmental Literacy at
Saint Mary’s College in Moraga.  

      
According to WomenSing artistic director,

Martin Benvenuto, Ph.D., “Youth Inspiring
Youth has already given birth to nine remark-
able choral compositions by young California
composers.  With this generous grant, we can
expand our workshops and performances in
ways that give the public additional insight into
the exciting challenges of performing new
music.” 

      
The winning composers for the current year

are Chris Castro and Jordan Nelson. Castro is a
graduate student in composition at UC Davis.
He earned a bachelor of music from the Juilliard
School where his award-winning composition,
Monolith (A Symphonic Sketch) was premiered
by the Juilliard Orchestra.   For his commission,
he has chosen a powerful poem entitled ‘Posei-
don’s Steeds’ written by Allegra Hyde when she
was 14.  Allegra is now pursuing an MFA at Ari-
zona State, while actively writing poetry and
short stories.

      
Nelson teaches music theory at Colburn

Conservatory of Music and is working towards
his doctor of musical arts in Composition at
USC.  His accomplishments range from orches-
tral works to chamber music for both acoustic
and electro-acoustic ensembles.  Nelson se-
lected a set of 10 haiku-like mini-poems entitled
“Ten Ways of Looking at the Sun”, written by
Sophie Anderson, age 13 at the time.  Sophie,
now a cellist living in Seattle, is very excited
about having her poetry set to music.

      
For information about the upcoming Wom-

enSing “Treble Voices Now Festival” April 11-
12, as well as other performances and
workshops, visit womensing.org.

Teresa Gerringer, Lafayette Community Foundation president, presents the Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation grant to WomenSing's board president, Ann Dzuna, along with members
of the Youth Inspiring Youth - Commissioning Emerging Composers committee. From left:
Teresa Caldwell (Lafayette), Teresa Gerringer, Rachel Eidbo, Patti Sax (Lafayette), Amy Hiestand
(Orinda), Ann Dzuna (Moraga), Patty Murray (Orinda). Photo provided

“Voices On Poverty”
A community event designed to make a difference
Submitted by Casey Sasner

According to U.S. census data and the Food
Bank of Contra Costa and Solano, 1 in 6

people are considered “food insecure” and
107,000 people are living in poverty in Contra
Costa County.  On Feb. 23, the community is
invited to attend “Voices On Poverty,” an event
designed to raise awareness of poverty in the
county.  

      
The idea for the event began four years ago,

when Temple Isaiah began a community organ-
izing initiative to learn what was in the hearts
and on the minds of its congregants – what were
they worried about, what they wanted to work
on.  Organizers conducted house meetings, one-
on-ones and temple-wide events. Through the
process, they learned that congregants were
thinking a lot about how the recession was af-
fecting folks here in Contra Costa County – the
jobless, homeless, working poor, and under-em-
ployed – and decided to use the passion for so-
cial action to make a difference.

      
Conducting over 100 meetings over the

course of a year, organizers from Temple Isaiah
met with executive directors of non-profits,
non-governmental organizations, service
providers, funders, county employees, those liv-
ing in poverty, political figures, and the Inter-
faith Council of Contra Costa County and their
social justice alliance. In late January, Temple
Isaiah and the Interfaith Council of Contra
Costa County co-hosted a lunch attended by
110 clergy and lay leaders where they discussed

the issues of poverty and decided to create an
interfaith coalition.

     
“Voices On Poverty” will feature a series

of speakers who will share stories about
struggling with poverty or working in service
on the problem.  Small group conversations
will be facilitated where participants will
consider how faith and community-based or-
ganizations can advance the fight against
poverty.  Opportunities for engagement will
also be presented. The event will also honor
the hundreds of volunteers in the interfaith
community who work on Winter Nights, the
rotating family shelter which operates from
October through May.  Winter Nights is a
program of the Interfaith Council of Contra
Costa County.

      
Jasmine Tarkoff, leader of the effort, said of

the event, “Our hope is to get the community to
begin confronting the issues around poverty in
Contra Costa County and figure out how we
might work together on solutions.  We know
that hearing stories is the best way to put a face
on poverty and that’s why we felt this would be
a good way of raising awareness.”  All commu-
nity members who are concerned about poverty
are encouraged to attend. 

      
“Voices On Poverty” will be held from 3 to

5 p.m. in the social hall of Temple Isaiah, 945
Risa Road, Lafayette.  The event is free and
open to the public.  To RSVP, visit www.tem-
ple-isaiah.org/voicesonpoverty.

Community Service

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the

subject header In Service to the Community.
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Words That Change Our World
Local chef and the book that inspires his creativity in the kitchen
By Lou Fancher

Adam Carpenter is fast becoming
Lamorinda’s carnivore trouba-

dour. The 33-year-old executive chef
at Bistro, the Lafayette Park Hotel’s
redesigned restaurant, is a culinary
wizard whose poetry with pork in-
creasingly finds its place on the estab-
lishment’s plates and platters. With
deep roots in Contra Costa County
kitchens – Taxi’s in Walnut Creek, an
Alamo Baskin Robbins, Danville’s
Blackhawk Grill – and caché from
San Francisco’s now-closed Ponzu
and the roaringly popular Jaspers,
Carpenter has cracked open more
than one cookbook.

      
What better man might there be,

to name a life-changing foodie book?

      
But, in fact, he’s a hard to pin

down, when it comes to single selec-
tion. “Sure!” is his first response to an

invitation to name The Book. Reality
quickly follows: Carpenter has an ex-
tensive library, including all of
Thomas Keller’s books. He admits,
his devotion shifts according to cur-
rent interests or the season. And he’s
fond of non-cookbook, food-related
books, like Steve Dublancia’s “Waiter
Rant,” Bill Buford’s “Heat” ... and
more.

      
Even so, when cornered by a one-

book diet, he selects “Charcuterie,”
food writer Michael Ruhlman’s and
chef Brian Polcyn’s 320-page narra-
tive on the splendors of all things
salted, smoked and cured. Writing
ahead of a tidal wave of interest that
became a trend, then a food move-
ment by 2005, the writer/chef duo
offer not just recipes for meat, but a
story. Like all good tales, there’s a
back story and characters/ingredients
following a plot/methodology. Ren-
dered in a casserole of reverent and
jubilant tones and graced with Yev-
geniy Solovyev’s sensitive illustra-
tions, their book even has a clear
beginning: duck confit.

      
“A powerful mania descended on

me a decade ago when I first tasted
duck confit,” Ruhlman writes, in an
opening chapter. (Confit, one learns,

involves rubbing a food with spices,
submerging it in oil or sugared water
for often lengthy cooking, and storing
the tender, luscious result in its own
fat in a cool, dark place.) From
Ruhlman’s recollection of his original
inspiration on, “Charcuterie” is a de-
licious waltz of recipes and creation;
from salt and smoke to sausage and
Cinderella Meat Loaf. Resource list-
ings for meat suppliers and “not op-
tional” sauces and condiments round
out the complete literary package.

      
“I remember reading and testing

recipes for hours and weeks; learning
and developing recipes to fit a high
volume of food for a busy French
restaurant,” Carpenter recalled. After
following the books lengthier
processes – some requiring weeks to
complete – he got creative. “You start
branching off to new ideas and new
menu creations,” he said.

      
At Bistro, Carpenter brings his

“huge butchery background” together
with locally-provided meat and pro-
duce from his frequent farmer’s mar-
ket sprees. “I have a passion for local
and home-grown vegetables,” he con-
fided. He also bears a passion for
pigs; evidenced by the pig-cut tattoo
he bears on one forearm. “The pig

happens to be my favorite animal and
the one used more and more in every
kitchen across the world. We can all
relate to that animal,” he said.

      
Bistro has house-made sausages

and cured meats “all over the menu,”
according to Carpenter. Chef’s bites,
sprightly named “Amuse,” are deliv-
ered at the beginning of meals.
“Often, this will be a sausage, or an
air-cured meat, or a tuna cooked con-
fit for hours. Fun items are explored
here,” he said.

      
Offering advice, or simply a de-

scription of the cookbooks he values,
Carpenter said he looks beyond
recipes to workable techniques.
“Then you can trust them for years to
come,” he said. Obtainable ingredi-
ents – nothing overly exotic – and
cookbooks emphasizing the use of lo-
cally sourced produce, meat, dairy
and grains, also fit his criteria. “When
a book has good ideas and amazing
pictures, that goes a long way for
me,” he added, unable to curb his en-
thusiasm to just three top features.

      
But perhaps there are certain

things – chef’s imaginations, family
meals, generosity, and especially, a
list of favorite books – that should
never be put on a diet.

Lou Fancher is a journalist who,
over the course of her career in-
terviewing a wide variety of peo-
ple, has been struck by how
often written or spoken words
influenced the local life and pur-
pose of her articles’ subjects.  If
you have a book, a play, a fa-
mous quote or a film that has
been important in your life and
are willing to share your story
with Lou – it requires only a 15-
minute phone interview – please
email storydesk@lamor-
indaweekly and include “Words”
in the subject line.

Adam Carpenter 
Photo courtesy Lafayette Park Hotel

Glamour Guaranteed 
Oscar party at the Rheem features Academy Award winner Margaret O’Brien
By Sophie Braccini

The Rheem Theatre will be the
place to be for non-stop Oscar

entertainment March 2, including din-
ing, dancing, discovering film mem-
orabilia in the only Classic Film Hall
of Fame, intertwined with a live
Oscar ceremony broadcast on the big
screen.  Special guest Margaret
O’Brien, whose performance as
"Tootie" in Vincente Minnelli's “Meet
Me in St. Louis” (1944) won her an
Academy Award as Outstanding
Child Actress, will share her story.  

      
“This will be a fun night, Lamor-

inda!” claims California Independent
Film Festival (CAIFF) president and
founder Derek Zemrak. “This is only
the second time we are having a full
blown Oscar party in Lamorinda.”
Oscar party goers will be treated to
drinks, a dinner catered by Orinda
restaurant, Shelbys, and the music of
local singer Diamond Dave Hosley,
as well as Oscar-themed games.

      
“When people arrive, they will be

given a swag bag that will include a
commemorative wine glass and a
name tag with one of the Oscar nom-

inees, actor or movie,” says Zemrak.
“If their character wins, they will win
a prize, too!”  Like last year, people
can bet on winners and also win
prizes.

      
“Additionally this year we are

opening a special Oscar exhibit in the
Classic Film Hall of Fame and will be
displaying very interesting and un-
usual memorabilia linked to the Os-
cars,” says Zemrak, who is a movie
director himself, well connected in
Hollywood and has been collecting
memorabilia for years.  Many of the
items in the Hall of Fame are from his
private collection.  

      
“My wife is happy that I am emp-

tying the private museum that had
taken over parts of our home,” jokes
Zemrak.  For the first time, wardrobes
of actors who were nominated to the
Oscars will be on display.  “For ex-
ample we have Meryl Streep’s origi-
nal costume from the 2002 movie
‘Adaptation’ and Bradley Cooper’s
from the 2012 movie ‘Silver Linings
Playbook,’” says Zemrak.  Visitors
can view original autographed docu-

ments or explore the old movie poster
room as they walk down memory
lane.  “This museum is unique in this
country,” says Zemrak. “It should at-
tract people from all over to Lamor-
inda as a cool place to visit.”

      
“This year, thanks to our spon-

sors, we’ve been able to cut the price
of admission in half,” adds Zemrak.
“It does not mean that we don’t need
to fund raise anymore.”  The situation
is quite the opposite, in fact, because
the Rheem suffered a recent setback
in its quest to become ADA compli-
ant.  The exterior elevator that re-
quired plans, structural engineering
studies, and Town approval was re-
jected by the county on the grounds
that it discriminated against people
with disabilities because it required
them to go back outside after purchas-
ing their ticket to reach the theater’s
second floor.

      
“We are back with the option of

an interior lift attached to the stair
ramp,” says Zemrak. “It’s the same
solution that failed us in the past and
costs more than an outside elevator.”

CAIFF believes that the needed
$12,000 to complete the project will
be raised and the new lift should be
installed within three months.

      
The Oscar party will be held from

3 to 9:30 p.m. Sunday, March 2.
Tickets, which are $50 per person and
must be purchased before Feb. 16, are
available online at lamorindathe-
atres.com or by calling (925) 388-
0762.

Last year’s Oscar party Photo provided

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

THE BMW 4 SERIES.
UN4GETTABLE: 
DESIGNED TO CATCH YOUR EYE.

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call 
Michael Heller
925-998-2150

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic 
is a brand new 
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

-    Moraga's Own Hot Dog King
-    Does Moraga Need More Police Officers?
-    Has Intimacy Suffered in the Information Age?
-    Stat Med An oasis of urgent care between 
     Berkeley and Walnut Creek
-    Young Qualify for Olympic Pool
-    Impasse in MOFD Firefighter Negotiations
-    City Council Approves Terraces Process 
     Agreement
-    Magic Versus Magic
-    Support Growing for Campaign to Save 
     Park Theater
-    Council Considers Wright House It's hard 
     to build on a slope in Moraga
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ART

Orinda Library Art Gallery Febru-
ary exhibitors: Kabir Adejare, his-
tory makers; Robert  Wahrhaftig,
portraits; Carole Dwinell, multiple
disciplines; ceramic artists of
Lafayette Gallery.  For more informa-
tion visit www.orindaartscouncil.org.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art - three new exhibitions opened
Sunday, Feb. 2. From Swords to
Plowshares: Metal Trench Art from
World War One; Songs of the Patriot:
How Music Helped Win World War
One - through original chromolitho-
graphic cover illustrations of popular
songs, sheet music and lyrics, this ex-
hibition explores how music publish-
ers, songwriters, cover artists, and
singers generated support for troops
overseas; and Power Point Lecture:
The War Within the War: 1914 – 1918
by Adam Hochschild at 2 p.m. on
opening day, Sunday, Feb. 2 at
LeFevre Theatre (free). Open 11 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Sun-
day. For info, call (925)-631-4379 or
visit stmarys-ca.edu/museum. Admis-
sion: free to K-12 graders; $5 adults.
Free parking.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art - Two Exhibitions re-opened
Feb. 2. Malcolm Lubliner: The Auto-
motive Landscape - The noted Bay
Area photographer and Los Angeles
native received an MFA in photogra-
phy from Otis Art Institute. This gor-
geous and sometimes humorous
display reveals his life-long love af-
fair with the car. William Keith: Na-
ture’s Tranquil Splendor - A rotating
selection of oil paintings from the
College collection is always on view.
Open 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednes-
day through Sunday. For info, call
(925)-631-4379 or visit stmarys-
ca.edu/museum. Admission: free to
K-12 graders; $5 adults. Free park-
ing. 

Photography Show—The Camera
Cabal, through Feb. 27 at City of
San Ramon’s Lindsay Dirkx Brown
Art Gallery inside San Ramon Com-
munity Center. The Camera Cabal, a
collective of 11 Bay Area fine art
photographers (including Orinda and
Lafayette photographers), exhibit
their stunning and evocative images
of landscapes, abstracts, portraits, and
street life. Show hours: 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday-Friday; call (925)
973-3200 for evening/weekend
hours.

Town Hall Theatre is pleased to an-
nounce the opening of a free art ex-
hibit in their gallery at 3535 School
Street, Lafayette. "Greeting the New
Year," which runs through March 8,
is a colorful and energetic exhibit
showcasing the work of eight mem-
bers of the Lamorinda Arts Alliance.
Gallery hours are from 3 to 6 p.m.
Monday - Friday and for one hour
before performances. For more info,
contact curator JoAnn Lieberman at
olabambola@sbcglobal.net.

With nearly two million veterans
in California and a generation of
veterans returning from two wars,
Contra Costa County Library has
launched a timely and relevant proj-
ect, War Ink, an online exhibit of Iraq
and Afghanistan veteran memorial
tattoo art. War Ink will launch on Vet-
erans Day 2014, and represents a
platform to explore the unfiltered
record of war that veterans have doc-
umented on their body. Veterans in-
terested in the project are encouraged
to contact Jason Deitch directly at ja-
sonadeitch@gmail.com or (510)
593-8423.

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new
show “Good Looking: California
Revealed” highlighting the beauty
and wonder of California through
watercolor paintings by resident artist
George Ehrenhaft and oil paintings
by guest artist Loreta Landucci will
run through March 15. It is open
from noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday
through Sunday. For more informa-
tion, visit the gallery’s website:
www.moragaartgallery.com, call
(925) 376-5407 or email moragaart-
gallery@gmail.com.

MUSIC

Contra Costa Chamber Orchestra
presents Crazy Eights, a bold, un-
conventional presentation of tradi-
tional works, including Handel’s
Concerto Grosso, Op.6, No. 8,
Mozart’s Wind Octet No. 12, and
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 8 at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15 at Los
Medanos College Recital Hall, Pitts-
burg; $5-10 at the door, and Sunday,
Feb. 16 at Lesher Center for the Arts,
Walnut Creek, $10-$30 at the door.
For tickets, call (925-943-SHOW) or
go to www.LesherArtsCenter.org.  

Treat yourself to an hour of classi-
cal and theatre music from 1:15 to
2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 19 at the
Soda Center at Saint Mary’s College
in Moraga. The free program will fea-
ture Saint Mary’s student instrumen-
talists and singers performing works
from a range of styles and traditions.
For more info, call the Saint Mary's
College Performing Arts Department
at (925) 631-4670.

A Celebration of Pacific Chamber
Symphony  at 7:30 p.m.Friday, Feb.
28 in the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Community Hall.
Mozart's Concerto for Clarinet in A
Minor, Schubert's Symphony No. 5 in
B Flat Major and the world premiere
of Christopher Caliendo's Sherlock
Holmes Suite. Tickets: $30 seniors;
$35 adults; $10 students with ID; chil-
dren under 13 free with adult. Tickets
available at Brown Paper Tickets,
(800) 838-3006.

THEATER

DVC Drama presents William
Shakespeare's “Hamlet” though
Sunday, Feb. 16. For tickets, call
(925) 969-2358 or visit www.dvc-
drama.net. Check website for exact
times and ticket prices. DVC Drama
is located at 321 Golf Club Rd, Pleas-
ant Hill, with free parking for all per-
formances.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Don’t miss the second annual Sci-
ence Thought LeadersNight from 7
to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25 at Bentley
School, an evening of thought-pro-
voking discussion around the topic of
climate change. The event will pro-
vide a venue for both students and
adults to ask questions about the topic
of climate change, and offer a great
opportunity to learn about the role that
science, policy, economics and tech-
nology all play in addressing complex
global problems. RSVP: http://bent-
leysciencenight.eventbrite.com or
http://communications@bent-
leyschool.net or call (510) 843-2512.

Contra Costa Tale Spinners: Keep-
ing the Oral TraditionAlive from 7
to 9 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27. Come
one, come all to a wonderful evening
of stories. Come tellers new and old
with your tales of enjoyment. Come
listeners to laugh, cry and clap in de-
light. Featured performer Nancy
Schimmel, followed by “open mic”
stories on the fourth Thursday of
every month, Gallery Room of the
Orinda Public Library, 24 Orinda
Way, Orinda. Contact Sally Holzman,
(925) 478-8488, or Liz Nichols at
liz@liznichols.net. Free. Plenty of
safe parking.

Multimedia update on "An Incon-
venient Truth." As part of the Wine
and Tapas Speaker Series, Wei-Tai
Kwok presents the latest facts and
findings about the climate crisis from
7 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, March 8 at
Our Saviors Lutheran Church Friend-
ship Hall, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. As a volunteer climate
leader, Wei-Tai was trained by Al
Gore in an effort to provide greater
public awareness around this issue.
Bring a drink or small plate of food to
share.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Free Support Group for Parents of
Struggling Teens, Willows in the
Wind, from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 15 at Oakland Kaiser. Willows
offers this peer-led meeting where

you can share your concerns with
other parents in a similar position. For
more info, visit
willowsinthewind.com. If you are at-
tending the meeting for the first time,
contact Cindy Rasicot at cindy.rasi-
cot@gmail.com or (510) 332-0463.

Glorietta Elementary School con-
tinues to build community and raise
needed funds through its annual
school auction, now in its 32nd year.
It is composed of two parts: online as
well as the auction itself. The online
portion is open to the general public.
On Feb. 7-20, 2014, the public can
log onto www.biddingforgood.com
and bid on a number of goods and
certificates from the surrounding
community. 

The Contra Costa Camp and
School Fair is scheduled from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23 at
Acalanes High School. The second
annual free event will have booths for
camps, schools, preschool, daycare,
sports, martial arts, gymnastics, en-
richment, performing arts, scouts and
family vacations. Activities and exhi-
bitions. Free. For info, visit
www.ContraCostaCampFair.com.

The free college planning and in-
formation session to minimize stress
and demystify the college planning
process from 3 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
23 in the Lafayette Library, Commu-
nity Hall is designed to help high
school students (of all grades) and
their parents effectively manage the
college planning process. Learn more
about what to expect and how to plan
and prepare your student’s path to col-
lege. A discussion and lively question
and answer session will help refine
your student’s path and approach to
finding the right college fit. Space is
limited. Please register at www.smart-
cookielearning.com or call (925) 297-
5304 with any questions.

Better Homes and Gardens Mason-
McDuffie’s EducationFoundation is
now accepting nominations for out-
standing public school teachers for
their 2014 grant program. Every year,
Better Homes and Gardens Mason-
McDuffie Real Estate awards cash
grants to outstanding public school
teachers in an effort to acknowledge
their priceless contributions to our
children’s future. It is their way of
giving back to the communities in
which their realtors, owners, man-
agers and staff work and live. To
nominate a favorite teacher for 2014,
visit www.bhghome.com/education-
foundation. The deadline is March 31.

The Orinda Junior Women’s Club
(Orinda Juniors) is pleased to an-
nounce details for Youth Ink 2014, the
annual creative writing contest open
to all sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
grade students who live or attend
school in Orinda. The Youth Ink 2014
prompt is “Listen.” Submissions will
be accepted on an ongoing basis but
must be hand-delivered to a desig-
nated school representative or post-
marked by Friday, Feb. 18 and mailed
to Orinda Junior Women’s Club, P.O.
Box 40, Orinda, CA 94563 in order to
be considered for an award. Check
online for submission form locations
at www.orindajuniors.org. Winners
will be announced at an awards cere-
mony from 6 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Apr.
24 at Orinda Library.

OTHER

Health matters for Boomers and
Beyond: Embracing the Benefits of
Living a Balanced Lifestyle. Health
experts will be covering various
healthy aging topics, as well as offer-
ing free mini fitness classes suitable
for all levels from 9 a.m. to noon Fri-
day, March 7 at the Orinda Library.
Free.  Registration begins at 9 a.m. in
the Orinda Library auditorium. Cof-
fee, tea and treats will be available.
For more info, contact Beth Girsh-
man, Orinda Library, bgirshma@cc-
clib.org, or call (925) 254-2184, ext
15, or visit www.friendsoftheorindal-
ibrary.org.

...continued on next page
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Traditional Church Service & Music  Yet Forward Looking & Open Minded

Sunday School & Eucharist at 9am
St. Mary's College Chapel

1928 St. Mary's Rd., Moraga
925-376-5770 -  www.stgiles-moraga.org

fàA Z|Äxá XÑ|ávÉÑtÄ V{âÜv{
An Inclusive & Affirming Community

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette, 

284-4765, office@thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children/Youth Sunday School    Sunday 10 am
Youth Fellowship   Sunday 6 pm

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
See more at LOPC.org

� Sunday WorshipSund , 9:00 & 11:00 AM, 
ograms for 3-mos.-12th grade.with pr

� Seedlings Preschool, M-F.
� Something for Everyone,
speakers, small groups, classes, 
youth groups, mission trips, more!

Worship the Lord!
Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda 

DECEMBER 22 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4:00 p.m. a family-friendly service  

6:00 p.m. a contemporary candlelight communion service 
10:00 p.m. a traditional candlelight communion service 

(Childcare available at 4 and 6 p.m.) 

Worship December 29 and January 5, 2014 
single services at 9:30 a.m. 

433 Moraga Way   www.holyshepherd.org   254-3422 

To be run the week of December 16 before Christmas so it is in 
your December 18th edition 

To be run in the first issue after New Year’s (January 1) - will there be an issue January 1? 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
WORSHIP JANUARY 5 

Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP JANUARY 12  
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

To be run beginning January 8 and forward 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m



OTHER ... continued

Workshops on “How to Raise Your
Own Chickens” inLafayette. Topics
will include raising young chicks, lay-
ing hen maintenance, and sustainable
coop construction. Workshops are free
and will be held from 1 to 3:30 p.m.
on Sundays during February and
March. Reservations are required.
Contact: jhkiefer@comcast.net.

The Rescue 1 Foundation, an or-
ganization dedicated to support the
paramedic program of MOFD, is
seeking a new director from the Mor-
aga community. Meetings are held on
the first Monday of each month ex-
cept July, August, and December. Let-
ters of interest should be sent no later
than Feb. 15 to Julie Fisher, 815
Camino Ricardo, Moraga, CA 94556
or email her at juliefisher1@com-
cast.net.

East Bay Comic-Con comes to
Concord Sunday, Feb. 16, making
for an amazing day of Comic Books,
Art, Anime, Sci-Fi, Fantasy, Gaming
and Cosplay fun. Most of California’s
best vendors of all things cool and col-
lectible will tempt you with the per-
fect gifts for Geeks, Nerds, Fans and
True Collectors everywhere. Admis-
sion at the door: $5 for adults; children
under 8 are free. For more info, visit
http://eastbaycomiccon.com or on
Facebook at   http://www.face-
book.com/pages/East-Bay-Comic-
Con.

Another year of classic films is
schedule for Moraga'sNew Rheem
Theatre. A time-honored movie is
slated for the third Wednesday of each
month. New for 2014: 1 p.m. starting
time.  Wednesday, Feb. 19: “Knute
Rockne, All-American” (1940). Each
film program is introduced by Larry
Swindell. 
Lamorinda Republican Women Fed-
erated welcomes Lance Izumi of the
Pacific Research Institute, author of
numerous publications on education
policy, at noon Thursday, Feb. 20 at
the Orinda Country Club. For lunch-
eon information and reservations,
contact Elsie Euing at (925) 254-8617
by Feb. 14. Cost: $25. Men are wel-
come!

John Muir National Historic Site
(NHS) is conducting a public work-
shop to develop management alterna-
tives for the Muir/Strentzel gravesite
in Martinez, Calif., Saturday, Feb. 22.
The workshop will be held from 10
a.m. to noon in the multipurpose room
in John Swett Elementary School,
4955 Alhambra Valley Road, Mar-
tinez. Following the workshop, NPS
staff will conduct an environmental
impact analysis for each of the alter-
natives and will select a preferred al-
ternative based on this analysis. These
alternatives will comprise the Envi-
ronmental Assessment, which will be
available for public review and com-
ment later in the year.

Voices On Poverty 3 to 5 p.m. Feb.
23 at Temple Isaiah in Lafayette. An
event designed to raise awareness of
poverty in our county. Volunteers

from the interfaith community who
run Winter Nights will also be hon-
ored. Speakers who are the working
poor and those who work in service
on the problem will be featured.
Small group conversations will ex-
plore the opportunity for faith and
community organizations to make
an impact. RSVP at www.temple-
isaiah.org/voicesonpoverty. (See re-
lated story page B10)

Planning Director Shawna Brekke-
Read will discuss "Future Develop-
ment in Moraga" at the Moraga
Women's Society from 11 a.m. to
noon Monday, Feb. 24 at the Holy
Trinity Cultural Center, Moraga.
Free.

Free Tax Preparation for the 2014
tax season is available starting Feb-
ruary 2014 from AARP’s Tax-Aide
and United Way’s Earn It, Keep It,
Save It (EKS) programs. All tax pre-
parers are trained and certified by the
IRS. While both programs serve tax-
payers of any age, Tax-Aide does not
have an income limit for those they
can serve but EKS can only serve in-
dividuals whose incomes do not ex-
ceed $50,000. For info or to make an
appointment for the Tax-Aide sites
serving the Walnut Creek area, please
call: (925) 943-5851, Walnut Creek
Senior Club site; (925) 405-6278,
Walnut Creek Grace Presbyterian
Church site; (925) 979-5013, Wal-
nut Creek St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church site. For general informa-
tion and other site locations, call:
(925) 726-3199. For information on
EKS sites call 2-1-1 or visit
www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

Join us at the 5-star Lafayette Park
Hotel from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the
East Bay's Best Bridal Fair Sunday,
March 2. Sip Champagne, sample
hors d'oeuvres and meet with the
finest wedding vendors in the East
Bay as you plan that once-in-a-life-
time wedding. Tickets: $15 at
www.EastBayBridal.com.

For the fifth year, San Francisco’s
laugh-lovers will have the renewed
opportunity to enjoy a champagne-
filled night of comedy at the landmark
Orinda Theatre at 7 p.m. Friday,
March 7. Advance discounted and
VIP tickets may be reserved until
March 6 using credit cards at the
Chamber website –
www.OrindaChamber.org – or at First
Republic Bank, 224 Brookwood
Road. Tickets at the door (if available)
will be at increased pricing. Advanced
reservations are recommended, so at-
tendees should reserve early.

CSEA Tax Help Day - Get Your Tax
Questions Answered. Enrolled
Agents, “America’s Tax Experts” will
be answering tax questions free of
charge from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 7 at the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce 100 Lafayette
Circle, and Women's Initiative for Self
Employment 1814 Franklin St, Suite
200, Training Room, Oakland. Please
visit the Taxpayer Information Center
on www.csea.org, or call 1-800-TAX-
PRO-5 for more information.

State-of-the-art “cross-cut” shred-
ding will be done from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, March 29 at 5A Rent-
A-Space in the Shred Defense Truck
starting at just $5 per file box. Save
your boxes of papers to be shredded
for March. Financial advisors, attor-
neys, medical offices, and other busi-
nesses can meet their legal obligation
to dispose of clients' information re-
sponsibly, while helping send Lamor-
inda middle school girls to AAUW's
Tech Trek Science and Math Camp.
Shredding details: Government Spec-
ified Approved Shred, HIPAA Com-
pliant Shredding, TWIC Certified
Drivers. Certificates of Destruction
and Donation Receipts will be pro-
vided.

SENIORS

Saving Endangered Species, Pre-
sented by Linda Riebel. Have you
met a golden lion tamarin? Ever heard
of a pangolin? What about a snow
leopard? These are just a few of
Earth’s wonderful creatures that are
now endangered. Conservationists
work worldwide to preserve them and
their habitats. Discover some fascinat-
ing, beautiful animals, the ingenious
ways they are being protected, and
how you can help save them from
10:30 a.m. to noon Thursday, Feb. 20
in the Cedar Room, Lafayette Com-
munity Center. Cost: $1 members; $3
non-members.

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club will
meet Friday, Feb. 20 at the Holy
Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School
St., Moraga. Social time is 9:30 to 10
a.m. The meeting starts at 10 a.m.
with speaker Claire Splan, author of
two Bay Area gardening books, who
will discuss "Gardening Month to
Month."  Non-members are welcome.
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Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Service Clubs
Announcements

www.smcgaels.com
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Schools for all ages & subjects

MAGAZINE

www.SportStarsOnline.com Register 
today for 
Exhibitor 

Space
www.ContraCostaCampFair.com

Produced by
(925) 408-4014
jay@BayAreaFamilyFest.com

FREE ADMISSION

ALL FREE! Bring the entire family.

FREE ADMISSION

LAFAYETTE
Sun., Feb. 23, 11 am - 2 pm

Acalanes High School, 1200 Pleasant Hill Rd.

www.ContraCostaCampFair.com

Don’t miss the Biggest Camp & School Fair of the season

100
Booths

FREE
Goody Bag to 

first 300 
families 

PLEASANTON
Sat., Feb. 22, 11 am - 2 pm

4575 Rosewood Dr.  !"#$%&$'()"*+,'("-.$%/("0"1,.%23
Off Interstate 580 @ Hacienda Dr. & Owens Dr.

www.TriValleyCampFair.com

ALSO

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Club
We meet Friday mornings at 7 am at Celia’s Mexican Restaurant, 3666 Mt.
Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. For more info, please email us at lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Our speaker will be
Patricia Frost
Director of
Emergency Medical
Services for Contra
Costa County

Febuary 14:

LSR member Ron
Melvin will speak
about his passion –
Special Olympics

Febuary 21:
Please
join us!

St. Patrick's Evening
of Dinner, Music, and Show, with Silent Auction

Mc'd by Dick Callahan

March 9th (5:30 P.M. - 10 P.M.) 
no host bar @ 5:30 P.M., @ Soda Center on St. Mary's College Campus

Join us for a traditional corned beef & cabbage
(chicken fettucini)  Dinner - wine included at dinner

$45 per person - inclusive
Silent Auction i.e.: 
Hotels: Sir Francis Drake-Hilton; SF-Embassy Suites; 

Lafayette Park Hotel
Golf: Olympic Club; Lakeside SF; Moraga Country Club
Restaurants i.e.: Alfred's Steak House, SF; Original joe's, 

North Beach; Tarantino's Fisherman's Wharf; 
Michael's of Moraga; Mr. Lucky's Pleasant Hill

Musical review: Beach Blanket Babylon
Sponsored by: Saint Mary's College Guild

Call Billie Jones 925-254-3645 for reservations
Everyone is welcome !!!

Sing, dance and celebrate Shabbat with children ages 0-5 
2nd Saturday at 9:30am and 4th Friday at 5:30pm year-round 

www.temple-isaiah.org/totshabbat 

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com
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Watch for Love
Lafayette February 26th

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

Ken C. Young - Fine Art Images

Scenic Note Cards
Moraga and St. Mary’s

See many of 
my Note 
Cards at 

www.Kynotecards.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

530 Moraga Rd. •  925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga    •     (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste l

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

www.CanyonConstruction.com

925.376.3486

license A/B 785932

Quality Custom Building
& Remodeling

Headquartered in Moraga
since 1966

R
• Brazilian

Waxing 
•  Eva lash
extension
* service with
LaVerne only,

exp. 3/26.

925.376.7222 508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Gardening Solutions Co.
Landscaping Design & Maintenance

(925) 376-7077
License# 783598

$1 per
month*

*Call for Details

925-376-3667
KFPUSA.COM
1375 Moraga Way

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

CA License:  #616357

376-3380   MORAGA
steven_thaw@yahoo.com

FREE  ESTIMATES   
IMPECCABLE  REFERENCES

OFFI
CIAL

LAMP
ADJUSTING

STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFI
CIAL

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California Brake, Lamp & Smog Station

925-377-6023
450 Center St., Moraga (Rheem center-across from the Post Office)

$39
SMOG

WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

+ $8.25 Certificate
1995 or older $20 for 
EVAP Test may apply 
Most Sedans & SUV

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

30 years experience

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

small businesses.

Consultation, Preparation, 
Representation, Planning

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

* *

*exp. 3/31/14

SHOP MORAGA
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LamorindaSports
Gaels Go Down at Home
By Caitlin Mitchell

Saint Mary’s took to the
floor at McKeon Pavil-

ion looking for revenge, but
the women could not get the
job done against Pacific.
Following an 80-91 loss to
Pacific on Jan. 25, the Gaels
hoped to earn a win in the
second match-up of the sea-
son. On Feb. 8, the Gaels
fell to the Tigers 71-88 for
their first home loss of the
season.

     
After big wins against

BYU and USD, the Gaels
looked to continue the win
streak. Instead, they drop to
8-4 in WCC, good enough
for third place in the stand-
ings, and 18-5 overall. 

     
Senior guard Kate Gaze

earned a school record for
playing in her 125th career
game. She had ten points.
Danielle Mauldin led the
Gaels with 24 points and
nine rebounds.

     
With six games remain-

ing in the season, SMC
faces easier WCC oppo-
nents. The only tough match
up will be Gonzaga. The
Gaels return to action on
Feb. 13 at LMU. Danielle Mauldin led the Gaels with 24 points and nine rebounds. Photos Tod Fierner

Senior guard Kate Gaze earned a school record for playing in her 125th ca-
reer game.

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
of any kind. This comparison is based solely on
estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.875% 4.075% 4.250% 4.250%

15 Year Fixed 2.875% 3.075% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!

4.500% /4.500% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROViDinG PREMiER LOAn PRODuCTS AnD SERViCE FROM
THE MOST ExPERiEnCED AnD SOLuTiOn-ORiEnTED

PROFESSiOnALS in yOuR COMMuniTy.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Lamorinda Prep Basketball Report
By Conrad Bassett

Matt Thomas Photos Gint FederasJackson Wegener

When the Lamorinda basket-
ball teams play each other

there is one constant: anyone can
win and teams have to bring their
“A” game.  

      
In the first round of the Diablo

Foothill Athletic League games,
each boys’ team finished 1-1 win-
ning on their home floor as Cam-
polindo beat Acalanes, the Dons
beat Miramonte, and the Matadors
beat Campolindo.  

      
Miramonte girls continue to

dominate the DFAL and Cam-
polindo is close behind. Both teams
look towards the postseason, while
Acalanes continues to rebuild.

      
With the regular season winding

down, each team has an eye towards
the North Coast Section playoffs
that start the week of Feb. 24.  
Miramonte
      Miramonte’s win over Cam-
polindo has been a highlight for the

Mats this season. They were down
by 17 at the end of the first period
and 16 at the half and fought back
for a 69-68 victory.  They meet
again in Moraga on Feb. 18 with the
DFAL title likely on the line. The
Mats also came from behind in
Dublin. They trailed by more than
20 points in the fourth quarter, but
came back to win 69-63.  
      Miramonte’s girls’ team has
continued to dominate on their way
to an 8-0 DFAL record and a 21-1
overall mark.  They won tourna-
ments in Wyoming and Arizona and
their only loss was on a neutral court
to Salesian (Richmond).  Coach
Kelly Sopak said, “The DFAL has
always been a much tougher league
in the second half and we need to
stay sharp. It goes without saying
the boys and girls’ games are going
to be a lot of fun at Campo!”
                  ... continued on page C2
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Lamorinda Prep Basketball Report
... continued from page C1

Acalanes
      Acalanes’ accomplishments include huge
non-league wins over Hercules, Analy, and
Encinal, whose combined records are 50-19.
They also won their second straight Sonoma
County Classic title in early January.  In their ri-
valry win over Miramonte 60-55, senior Buster
Souza just missed a triple-double with 25 points,
10 rebounds and seven blocked shots and senior
Matt Thomas led the team with 26 points. The
key to the win was the team’s foul shooting.
Thomas and Souza combined for 19 of 22 free
throws, many coming at the end to ice the game.
      Acalanes girls’ team is steadily improving,
capped with an upset of Campo last week.
Coach Chad Wellon said that the win, Acalanes’
first over their rivals since 2008, was certainly
the highlight of their season.  They came back
from a 21-point half time deficit to pull off the
64 to 61 win with everyone on the court con-
tributing.  When they returned to the court later,
during the boy’s game, they were given a huge
cheer by the partisan fans.
Campolindo

      
Campolindo’s boys have also played a chal-

lenging non-league schedule and have lost to
only highly ranked teams.  They are a balanced
team with several players leading the team in
scoring or rebounds in different games.  Senior
Andrew Zolintakis had 16 and junior Matt
O’Reilly had 14 in their win last Friday at Las
Lomas while five other players scored eight or
more points. Campolindo leads the DFAL after
last Friday's games with a league record of 8-1
(17-6 overall) followed closely by Miramonte
at 6-2 (15-7) and Acalanes in 5th place at 3-5
(13-9.)  

      
While Campolindo and Acalanes girls split

their two DFAL games, Campolindo is in sec-
ond at 7-2 in the DFAL. The Cougars have wins
over highly ranked Clayton Valley Charter on
the road as well as Hercules and Encinal.  Senior
Ashley Ewing continues to lead the Cougars,
scoring 15 in their Las Lomas win and 23 in
their loss to Acalanes.  Coach Art Thoms noted,
“The girls are getting familiar with their assign-
ments and growing together as a team.  We have
a lot of room for improvement, but I am very
proud of their effort and commitment to our
team.” 

Miramonte Girls’ Soccer Big Win
Submitted by Debbie McKeen

The Miramonte Matodors’ varsity soccer team is leading the DFAL followed by
Campolindo with one week of regular season play remaining.

Miramonte (11-2-1) defeated Dublin 6-0 on Feb. 7. Megan Reid scored four
goals with three assists from Samantha Devecchi. Devecchi also scored with an as-
sist from Emma Nushi. 

The Mats celebrated senior night on Feb. 11 against Acalanes at Miramonte. 

Megan Reid going for the goal versus Dublin.
Photos Brian Fessenden Mali Tehaney and Jane Fessenden defending the goal.

Girls Soccer Rivalry Heats Up
By Scott Wu

With only three league games remaining
in the DFAL girls’ soccer season, two

of the Lamorinda teams are vying for the title.
Campolindo at 7-1-1 (12-2-4 overall) and Mi-
ramonte at 6-2-2 (10-2-1 overall) will face off
for the DFAL title on Feb. 13. Across town,
Acalanes at 4-7-3 overall is looking for a state-
ment win to complete a rebuilding season.

      
Campolindo hosted rival Acalanes Feb. 5 in

an electrifying contest. Campolindo, who has
not been defeated at home this season, looked
to keep this streak alive against the motivated
Dons. The Dons put up a tough fight and forced
a 1-1 tie.

      
Wednesday night proved to be cold, wet,

and dismal, as rain continuously pounded. The
game started with Campo forcefully pressing the
ball on defense. Acalanes returned the defensive
intensity despite slippery conditions on the field.
Dons’ goalie Kyle McQuain had numerous stel-
lar saves throughout the first half, which pro-
vided her team with a cushion on their half of
the pitch. Campo, who shot the ball well, could
not seem to find the back of the net. The com-
petitive first half, dominated by defensive efforts
on both sides, remained scoreless at halftime. 

      
As the second half started, rain still

drowned the field. Determined to utilize offen-
sive opportunities and openings, both teams
seemed to slow the tempo of the game and look
towards individual sets for potential strikes. De-
spite the momentum shifting back-and-forth be-
tween squads, the game remained 0-0 at the

55th minute. Incredible saves by both goalies
left fans holding their breaths at every posses-
sion. 

      
With time running down, Campolindo

struck first in the 62nd minute when senior mid-
fielder Emily Orwig finessed the ball just over
McQuain’s fingers from 25-yards out. How-
ever, Acalanes did not lose hope. Junior Blake
Balfrey received a pass from sophomore Regan
McQuain and scored on Campo goalie Haleigh
Goett just five minutes later. Following the
back-to-back goals, many other shots on goal
barely missed the net. Ensuing attacks by
Acalanes freshman Morgan Rogers and Cam-
polindo senior Lindsay Wilson whizzed just
over the goal around the 75th minute. The game
ended at 1-1. 

      
Despite the draw, Campolindo head coach

Ernesto Silva is looking ahead toward his next
few games. “We will continue working on our
possession game and on improving our move-
ment off the ball,” he said. In addition, he com-
mended the Dons, who Acalanes head coach
Evan Sassano described as “an enthusiastic and
committed team.” 

      
Meanwhile, Miramonte head coach Mo-

hamed Mohamed is looking forward to the
match against Campolindo. “Both teams are
playing good soccer,” he said. Mohamed added
that his “terrific class of seniors are making the
team feel comfortable and experienced.” The
match will be held at Campolindo at 6:15 p.m.
tomorrow.

Morgan Rogers Emily Orwig Photos Gint Federas

Haleigh Goett Kyle McQuain

Sabrina IonescuAlison Smith

Andrew BoliAshley Ewing

Saint Mary’s College will honor former
men’s basketball player, Matthew

Dellavedova, by retiring his number, “4”
on Feb. 15. 

     
Dellavedova becomes only the second

basketball player in SMC Athletics history
to have his number retired. Tom Meschery,
class of ’61, No. 31, was the first basket-
ball player to have his number retired.
Meschery’s number is also retired by the
National Basketball Association’s Warriors
organization.

     
Currently on the NBA’s Cleveland

Cavaliers, Dellavedova will return to
McKeon to see the banner bearing his
number raised.

     
As a Gael, Dellavedova was a three-

time All-West Coast Conference selection,
the 2012 WCC Player of the Year and a
two-time Capital One Academic All-
American. 

     
Dellavedova made huge plays as a

Gael, including a half-court buzzer beater
to defeat BYU in 2012.

     
He is recognized as the school’s all-

time leading scorer (1,933), but he has also
made the most three pointers (288), has the
highest free throw percentage (.860),
recorded the most assists (778), has played
in the most games (136) and has started the
most games (133). C. Mitchell

Della-forever
Matthew Dellavedova’s number to be
retired by SMC

Matthew Dellavedova Photo Tod Fierner
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All-Moraga Championship
Submitted by John Giordani

There was an exciting all-Moraga second
grade CYO championship on Feb. 2. The
teams beat out teams from Lafayette,

Orinda, and Walnut Creek to reach the title
match. 

CYO Champions
Submitted by  Scott Gardner

Back row, from left: Assistant coach Chuck Engs, Evan Persinger, Charlie Engs, Henry Engs,
Ryan Gardner, coach Dwight Foster, Timothy Zhou; front row: Jimmy Foster, Matthew Hawkins,
Hunter Tierney, Liam Tierney, Jack Nixon. Photo provided

The Santa Maria third grade boys’
CYO team won the 2014 West Dia-

blo National Division title on Feb. 2. They
defeated St. John Vianney (Walnut Creek)

in the championship game. They com-
pleted their season with a perfect 15-0
record.

Lamorinda Rugby Wins 
Submitted by Steve Peterson

Freshman Michael Stenaro (7) outduels Marin for a lineout throw from Jack Fouts (right), with sup-
port from Leon Martin, Trey Savar, Corban Ricketts, and Daniel Carpentier Balough.   Photo provided

The Lamorinda Rugby junior varsity team
showcased its talent as it hosted the Marin

Highlanders.  Lamorinda outscored Marin 40-
10 with all players seeing action.  

      
In early February, both the varsity (27-26)

and junior varsity (13-12) won their matches by
one point against the Peninsula Green club.
Both matches came down to the final whistle. 

Baseball Team Earns Second
Submitted by Lynn McAuliffe

Shortstop Jason West makes the tag at second base for the out. Photo provided

Led by head coach Wayne Franklin and as-
sistant coaches Dave Manousos and Don

Cooper, the Wayne Franklins 14U team ad-
vanced to the finals of the Super Weekend Clas-
sic on Jan. 26. The team tied with the Central

Valley Sun Devils and earned a 10-8 victory
over the Headfirst Gamers to make it to the
semi-finals.  They defeated the Reno Mustangs
to reach the championship game where they fell
to the Small City Spartans.    

Stanley Team Wins Tournament
Submitted by S. Campillo

Front row, from left: Kaitlyn  McKendell,  Isabella Campillo, Sydney Louie,  Ashley Thoms (tour-
nament MVP), Jessie O'Reilly, Lauren Entynre; back row: Amada Alessandria, Keliey Meyer,
Olivia Toth, Zoe Del Rosario, Theresa Nevins; not pictured: Coach Jack Walton, Hannah Edwards.

Photo provided

The eighth grade girls’ basketball team
won the Stanley Middle School tour-

nament on Jan. 24. This is the third tour-

nament win for the team, which was unde-
feated in the tournament and 13-1 during
the season.

Local Soccer Players Compete in
Arizona
Submitted by Greg Davis

Molly Davis, Samantha DeVecchi, Kierra Krawec, Mia Grillo, Katharine Larson Photo provided

As part of the Cal North Olympic Develop-
ment Program (ODP), five local 14-year-

old girls were selected to travel to Phoenix to
compete in US Youth Soccer’s Region IV
Championship Tournament on Jan 9-12. The
Cal North team fared well, beating Alaska (7-
0), tying both Washington and Nevada (1-1) and

losing to Utah (1-2).   

      
Representing Cal Magic and local schools,

Molly Davis (Acalanes), Samantha DeVecchi
(Miramonte), Kierra Krawec (Stanley), Mia
Grillo (Miramonte) and Katharine Larson
(LMSC/Acalanes) were chosen from a group of
38 players to join the 20-girl team.

Lamorinda Rugby Competes at
UCLA Tourney
Submitted by Steve Peterson

With Alex Sulyman and Cameron Gee waiting, Alex Sluser takes control of the ball at the throw
in. Photo provided

The Lamorinda Varsity Rugby team
launched its 2014 season at the Den-

nis Storer Classic on Jan. 18-19.   They
were joined by teams such as Torrey Pines,

Back Bay, Danville, the PITS, and North
Bay. Some of the top university teams
were there to recruit high school players.  

Photo provided



CAL

camps.berkeley.edu
510 643 2267
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian   ...read on page D13Eichler Revival on Hall Lane
By Sophie Braccini 

O
n a small street off Brown Avenue on the east side of Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, five Eichler homes occupied by both business owners
and residents have been preserved, remodeled and renovated over

the last 18 years.  This revival is thanks to builder Gregg Hansen, who loves

the modern concept that Joseph Eichler brought to the American middle class
in the ‘50s and ‘60s and who has worked to bring these unique spaces into the
21st century.

                                                                                                      
...continued on page D4

Gregg and Francoise Hansen in their house on Hall Lane. Photo Sophie Braccini
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
7
3
3

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$725,000

$1,005,000
$710,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,900,000
$1,315,000
$1,593,000

LAFAYETTE
970 4th Street, $879,000, 3 Bdrms, 1607 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 1-3-14; 

Previous Sale: $719,000, 04-10-03
655 Byrdee Way, $725,000, 3 Bdrms, 2253 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 1-9-14; 

Previous Sale: $220,000, 05-13-88
390 Hermosa Court, $905,000, 3 Bdrms, 1180 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 1-15-14; 

Previous Sale: $800,000, 08-18-06
3286 Isola Way, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 3080 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 1-9-14; 

Previous Sale: $965,000, 08-28-13
2920 Rohrer Drive, $2,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 7902 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 1-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,389,500, 07-01-96
576 Silverado Drive, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1414 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 1-7-14; 

Previous Sale: $394,000, 01-17-95
3360 Walnut Lane, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2023 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 1-13-14; 

Previous Sale: $935,000, 07-09-04
MORAGA
197 Corliss Drive, $1,110,000, 4 Bdrms, 2196 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 1-10-14
30 San Pablo Court, $1,315,000, 4 Bdrms, 2112 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 1-10-14; 

Previous Sale: $67,000, 09-04-73
16 Sarah Lane, $1,005,000, 4 Bdrms, 2046 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 1-3-14
ORINDA
122 La Espiral, $1,593,000, 4 Bdrms, 2761 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 1-3-14; 

Previous Sale: $1,429,000, 08-31-12
156 Lombardy Lane, $1,410,000, 4 Bdrms, 2816 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 1-3-14; 

Previous Sale: $310,000, 08-20-87
218 the Knoll, $710,000, 3 Bdrms, 2408 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 1-10-14; 

Previous Sale: $317,000, 12-04-86

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They started to go up.
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

FOR SALE 588 Dalewwod Dr, Orinda 
OPEN HOUSE Sun 1-4

Orinda Downs luxury awaits you in this
enchanting residence with tranquil setting
on over-sized lot with playful flat areas.  A
sleek contemporary, 4bed/3.5 baths,
updated gourmet kitchen.  Master
bedroom with fireplace, remodeled
bathroom with jetted tub.  All the
bedrooms with their own remodeled
bathrooms and private decks. Outdoor spa. 

Offered at $1,798,000

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY

Katie Larsen
Agent
Larsen Insurance Agency Lafayette

3746 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 110

Lafayette

Phone: (415)665-2955 or (925)962-9065

lkatie@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life 

Business 

Workers Compensation



STILL #1 FOR A REASON

DanaGreenTeam.com

Dana Green
925.339.1918

License #: 01482454

A Member of Real Living

Call me today to view this 
wo de l ew listi !

2011, 2012, 2013
Lamorinda’s Best

59 Cedar Terrace, Orinda
Tucked behind private gates in an established neighborhood, this rare 3.5±acre usable, park-like Orinda parcel provides a dream setting 
minutes to top-rated schools & town. Amazing privacy, clean lines, high ceilings & thoughtful attention to detail is evident throughout 

this custom 5BR/3.5BA, 3931± sq. ft. contemporary.
O ered a  , 5,     5 Cedar c

Just Listed! Inviting Orinda Contemporary
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Eichler Revival on Hall Lane
...continued from page D1

          
“Joseph Eicher’s inspiration was to bring

modern architecture to the average American,” says
Hansen. A developer, not an architect or contractor,
Eichler was heavily influenced by the architectural
giant, Frank Lloyd Wright and built approximately
11,000 homes, mostly in Northern California.  They

were typically single story two- or three-bedroom
homes, less than 2,000 square feet, with gabled roofs
characterized by their low pitch and exposed beams;
below the gables, tapered transom glass was often used
to create a light and airy feel within.  

          
The first structure to be renovated by Hansen’s

company, Aspen Building Technology, Inc., was at
3406 Hall Lane.  In 1996, Christopher and Conchita
Boccard purchased the building, which was occupied
only by several feral cats. “The structure was in a state
of complete disrepair,” remembers Hansen. “The slab
foundation and all of the walls had to be completely
reconstructed while the roof beams were elevated and
left intact.”  To avoid a lengthy design review process,
the renovated structure was built in the original foot-
print, and the overall profile was maintained.  The in-
sulation, electrical, gas and water services were
upgraded to current code standards.  

          
“I like simple, and to me Eichlers are refreshing,”

says Hansen, “but from a builder’s perspective these
homes need help.  It is a great concept, but they don’t
measure up to today’s code and energy requirements.”
In post-war America, the Eichlers were popular be-
cause they embodied the California way of life, bring-
ing the outside in for those who loved to entertain,
“but people didn’t have the energy concerns we have
today,” he notes.  

          
Eichlers are known for their poorly insulated

walls, single pane floor-to-ceiling windows, vaulted
ceilings and no attic insulation, as well as concrete slab
floors and radiant heating systems that often failed
after 20 years. The Boccard renovation was completed
in six months and has since served as the office for CB
Financial Services.  

          
Four years later, in 2000, the building on the cor-

ner of Hall Lane and Brown Avenue was purchased by
the Hansens to house Aspen Building.   Formerly
Betsy’s Knit and Stitch, this building was completely
reconstructed in the original footprint, adding a mod-
ern design by local architect Stephen Elbert.  In 2003,
the building was honored by the Lafayette Garden
Club as the most improved building and landscape in
Lafayette.  The roof was raised 12 inches and the pitch
was increased from the typical 2/12 pitch to 3/12,
thus permitting the use of asphalt shingles rather than
the original tar and gravel.  As with the CB Financial
building, the failing slab foundation was demolished
and completely re-poured in the original footprint. 

                                                        
...continued on page D6

CB Financial Services personnel on Hall Lane. Photo Sophie Braccini



This is just part of the picture when you 
buy or sell in Lafayette.

Specialists in Lafayette real estate… Where market expertise, integrity and exceeding client 
expectations are our paramount objectives. We counsel clients based upon market facts, not conjecture.  

Consistently among the top in our business, our measure of success is always Quality. 

  TeamRothenberg.com  |  info@TeamRothenberg.com

Ron Rothenberg, MBA Marketing & Finance

Susan Rothenberg
925.286.5530

License #: 01309986 | 00857547
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Zestimate
Schmestimate
By Andi Peterson Brown

Real Estate Broker
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

Last week I met with some prospective
sellers in Orinda to discuss putting

their home on the market this spring.  Like
many sellers, they had printed out their
home’s Zillow Zestimate before our
appointment.  When I sat down, I saw it—
on the table but off to the side, looming
and waiting to pounce.  I’ve done battle
with the dreaded Zestimate before, and in
fact, I have a handout for just such an
occasion entitled Why Zestimates are
Inaccurate.  I had initially used stronger
language in the headline, but I was advised
over the shoulder by the husband that it
was “off-putting.”

     
In reality, I had already looked up the

Zestimated value of their home and knew
that they would be pleasantly surprised.  My
price opinion of their home was
significantly higher, but oftentimes my
opinion is lower than the Zestimate.  A
Zestimate is a home valuation and price
created by zillow.com’s algorithm.  It is
based purely on the numbers and recent
sales in the area.  While not always
inaccurate, it is oftentimes inaccurate. 

     
When I give my opinion on a home’s

value, not only do I think about recent
comparable sales, I also take into
consideration overall condition, appeal of
layout and finish quality, lot usability,
perceived negatives, deferred maintenance,
a budget to get it ready for market, supply,
demand, interest rates, the overall lending
environment, and the overall economic
environment.  Zestimates don’t take any of
that into consideration, and that is why they
su—, I mean are inaccurate.

real local • real knowledge • real value
CalBRE# 01738605

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate

LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT

LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Eichler Revival on Hall Lane
...continued from page D4

          
Patrick Bradley purchased the building in 2013 to become the Bradley School of Music.  “I also live here,” adds

the young business owner who likes to keep his costs low. “The floor plan and the city code allow for this, and the
commute is great.”  The large main room where all the Bradley jam sessions take place has great acoustics thanks to
the high ceilings.

          
In 2007, the only remaining non-business residence on Hall Lane was purchased by the Hansens for use as their

primary residence and work space.  “We worked with local architect Eric Helgestad and redesigned the building to
create a much more dramatic impact by fusing the Eichler design with the more traditional architecture of Greene &
Greene,” explains Hansen.   

Patrick Bradley and his wife in their home business at the corner of Hall Lane and Brown Avenue. 
Photo Sophie Braccini
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Exposed 4 feet by 6 inch rafter

tails were used around the building
and a clerestory light monitor was
constructed above the main roof.  “I
thought of skylights first, but be-
cause of the direct and hot sun, we
constructed the clerestory instead
that brings a lot of light in without
the heat gain,” he adds.  They chose
a galvalume metal roof that reflects
light, a great improvement over the
previous tar and gravel roof.   In
place of the original board and bat-
ten siding, a stucco wainscot with
horizontal 1 by 6 inch siding above
was installed.  Interior walls were re-
moved to create an open and airy
living space, and Brazilian teak floor-
ing was installed, which contrasts
beautifully with the wheat colored
walls.

          
In mid-2008, Jerry and Wendy

Zampino purchased the property at
3404 Hall Lane to use as the Home
Systems design studio, which was
formerly located just down the
street at Mt. Diablo Boulevard and
Brown Avenue.  The renovation
showcases Wendy Zampino’s inte-
rior design abilities.  Aspen Building
also did the work, including new
plumbing, electrical and insulation.   

          
One more Eichler, located on

Brown Avenue, belongs to Cotton
Patch.

          
“The different renovations

have allowed us to transform the
previously run-down area into a
thriving complex,” says Hansen.
“Importantly, the original character
of the Eichler has been maintained
while dramatically transforming the
neighborhood.”

After

Before Photos provided



925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Knowledgeable - Professional - Reliable - Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Valerie Durantini
925.253.4657

www.valeriedurantini.com CalBRE# 01376796

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Op-

portunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

19 Lommel Court Walnut Creek

Iron Horse Trail Gem
Acalanes Union High School District 

4 beds 3 full baths

2502 sq ft. Large

level lot.

For more 

information go to 

valeriedurantini.com

Price $975,000

The positive momentum continues to build in our local housing market.
Inventory remains low but it will not stay that way forever. If  you or someone

you know is looking to buy or sell remember…….. VAL BRINGS VALUE
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304.

Lana Fitzpatrick
presents...

CHARM, LOCATION
& TOP SCHOOLS!

Lana Fitzpatrick
Top 100 Realtor
(925) 872-4660   
lana.fitzpatrick@camoves.com
www.lanafitzpatrick.com
CalBRE # 01805218

3167 Stanley Blvd., Lafayette

Sun filled 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with large master retreat,

hardwood floors, eat in kitchen, cozy fireplace in living room

and a newly landscaped, level and grassy backyard.  Walking

distance to top schools, hiking trails & swim club.

Minutes from BART, freeways & downtown. $849,000

Open Sat. and Sun. 12-4 



WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

Striking Contemporary with Phenomenal Views

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real

Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

38 Corte Pinon, Moraga
Located on a cul-de-sac in the Campolindo

neighborhood, this striking contemporary will

delight with sweeping views of Mt. Diablo. With 

4 bedrooms +office and 3 full baths on two levels,

the home is roomy and comfortable. It features a

gracious living room with vaulted ceiling, open to a

formal dining area, a kitchen/dinette combo, and a

large family room. Lots of windows and decks

offer multiple spaces to take advantage of the

view, and the more than half-acre property has

fruit trees and many areas to explore. This home

features new carpet and paint and dual-paned

windows and air conditioning upstairs. It has an

excellent commute location and is close to the

Campolindo Cabana Club and top-rated schools,

including Campolindo High School. 

Offered at $1,189,000

New listi
ng 

Open Sunday 1-4.

Presented by

SUE LAYNG
Cell: 925-963-7189  •   Sue@SueLayng.com  •   www.SueLayng.com
CalBRE # 000970956

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

This spacious, 2,550 square foot home offers tasteful finishes and maximum
flexibility. The home includes four bedrooms and three full baths. The master bath has
been recently remodeled as has the chef 's kitchen which opens to a flagstone patio
showcasing a picturesque, creekside setting. The spacious family room with vaulted
ceilings and plentiful natural light has two separate accesses to the back yard and
patios, providing seamless indoor outdoor living with great entertaining areas. This
prime location on a private cul
de sac is walking distance to
the Lafayette Reservoir,
Oakwood Athletic Club,
BART, and downtown! All
these amenities and award
winning Lafayette Schools- a
fabulous combination!

Price Upon Request

Picture Perfect Single Story in Prime Lafayette Location

COMING SOON
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The Home Designer
Furniture Buying 101
By Brandon Neff

Y
es, Virginia, there is a better sofa –
or chair for that matter. When

shopping for upholstered furniture you
truly get what you pay for. And, in this
era of eco-friendly, sustainable and
value-conscience purchasing nothing
fits that practice more than well-built
home furnishings. Knowledge of how
products are made will yield a better
understanding of what will last, and
what you can expect to replace in short
order. Do you know what you're buy-
ing?

          
It seems nothing is made to last

these days. My family has had furniture
pieces handed down over generations
that still look and work beautifully
today. I seriously doubt you’d be able to
hand down half of the stuff I see being
offered up from those self-help big box
stores, and that sad furniture you pur-
chase next to the oversized detergents
and tube socks. Well, maybe you could
hand down what’s left of them.

          
Truly, something that endures and

performs well, year after year, is the def-
inition of value. So, before you click
“add to cart” on that flashy furniture
website you’re surfing, step away from
the computer and take a few notes –
knowing what you’re buying, and why,
will make your decision a lot easier.

          
For starters, quality has nothing to

do with the fabric a piece is upholstered
in – looking under the hood is the key.
Whether your taste runs to the more
contemporary, or is planted in the tra-
ditional, the key is to look beyond the
shape and dig deeper. Like many of my
clients, most consumers get sidetracked
by the color and texture of furniture
rather than taking the time to find out
what lies beneath the fabric. Knowing

what the pros know about furniture ba-
sics will help you become a more savvy
shopper, and help guide you through
the labyrinth of options.

          
Terms like eight-way hand-tied

springs and kiln-dried hardwood are in-
finitely more important to your deci-

sion than kid-friendly stain-resistant
fabrics and oil-rubbed bronze nail head
trims. Will buying a sofa, or chair that’s
built right cost you more? Of course.
However, will that piece last longer,
maintain its integrity and support over
time, and cost you less long-term? Ab-

solutely!

          
Sometimes, furnishing a room

properly can seem counterintuitive –
many homeowners shove the cheap
pieces into the rooms that take the
most beating – not a good idea.

                          
...continued on next page

A pair of custom designed sofas made of kiln dried hardwood frames. Photos courtesy Brandon Neff Design
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Erin Martin presents...

712 Augusta Drive, Moraga  |  List Price $739,000
Charming 2 bedroom,
2.5 bath creekside home
in the heart of Moraga
Country Club. Huge
bonus room perfect for
home office, media room
or play room.  Walk to
club house, tennis, golf,
and swimming pools.
Move right in!

Erin Martin
Village Associates Real Estate
(925) 951-3817
erin@erinmartinhomes.com

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

CalBRE#01922810

Open Sunday 1-4pm

Look for sinuous springs and double-dowel joints.

John Hayward, of Baker Furniture adds, “It’s even more important to furnish
high traffic rooms, like family rooms, with better quality furniture, so it will
hold up to more wear and tear. In addition, a great frame can be re-uphol-
stered, thereby extending the value of that piece.”

          
Here’s what I want you to do: take this column with you on your next

shopping trip, and compare the following list to the choices you’re consider-
ing. Don’t be afraid to ask the salesperson to explain how their products are
made, and where. If the answer you get is, “I don’t know,” or “I’ll have to check
and get back to you,” I want you to step away from the showroom and go to
your next destination. Now, read on, and digest the basics. Consider this a
“Carfax” for home furnishings.
Eight-way, hand-tied springs. Each coil spring is placed in the seat by hand
and tied into place with twine using a series of interlocking knots. Steel coil
springs are set within the furniture frame and tied together in eight directions.
Each piece of furniture has a unique spring pattern and height to provide just
the right degree of comfort.
Kiln dried hardwood. Kiln dried frames are superior because you can be
sure about the reduction of the moisture content to a satisfactory level. This
drastic reduction in wood's moisture content is important so that the wood
doesn't warp or shrink with changes in humidity and temperature.
                                                                                      ... continued on page D12

Your Real Estate Resource
(925) 683-2600

Lynda@lyndasnell.com
www.lyndasnell.com

CalBRE # 00700106

(925) 765-8700
Jeff@jeffsnell.com
www.jeffsnell.com

CalBRE # 01333422

View photos/virtual tour/email listing 
updates and search mls at 

www.jeffsnell.com
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell

206 Contessa Court, Lafayette
Spacious 4 bedroom, 2 bath ranch style home
with private yard located on a quiet Burton

Valley cul-de-sac.  Top location, close to schools, trails, parks and more…  Kitchen and baths
have been remodeled and home features: kitchen/family room combo, vaulted ceilings, dual
pane windows, newer roof plus many additional updates/upgrades throughout.  Beautifully
landscaped yard offers deck, private patio, grass play area and relaxing, private setting.  
Call or email for more details or to schedule a private showing.



Double-dowel joints. Double-doweled joints pro-
vide extra strength and durability. All corners should
be reinforced using corner blocks secured by both glue
and screws.
Additionally, look for mortise and tenon joinery as an
option to double-dowels. These supply superior
strength to the frame.
Sinuous springs. These are heavy-gauge steel springs
that have been heat-formed into continuous "S"
shapes. They are cut into lengths and affixed to the
frame. Look for these primarily for support to the
back. Conversely, drop-in springs are mass-manufac-
tured, welded units that are more cheaply manufac-
tured and considered to be of lower quality than
sinuous springs.
          From kitchen appliances to bathroom fixtures, I al-
ways encourage my clients to buy the very best they can.
And, like any other home décor, building a proper fur-
niture collection can take time, and you want to do it
purposefully and with an eye toward quality.
           Remember, your home is your sanctuary – furnish
it wisely.
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Brandon Neff is a Bay Area based Interior
Designer. He can be reached at
BrandonNeffDesign.com or at
brandonneffdesign@yahoo.com.

The Home Designer
...continued from page D11

A custom designed slope arm sofa featuring eight way, hand tied springs. Photos courtesy Brandon Neff Design

I want to hear from you! 

Write me and tell me what trends you’re
following. What looks are inspiring your
design decisions?  I'd love to know what
topics and stories interest you. Don't be
shy, drop me an email and say hello!
brandonneffdesign@yahoo.com
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Digging Deep-Gardening with Cynthia Brian
Growing Garden Resolutions
“If you don't change your beliefs, your life will be like this forever.” –  William Somerset Maugham

B
y February, most of the resolutions made on Jan.
1 have been waylaid. Our dreams of losing

weight, becoming more organized, and being a better
person might have already turned into nightmares. If we
want to be triumphant in life, we need to make consci-
entious changes or else we are doomed to stagnation.
February is the perfect month to create our year’s gar-
dening goals. If we do a little at a time, step by step, and
commit to success, we will achieve our desires. There is
a saying, “by the inch, it’s a cinch.” Choose one or two
goals per month and make it happen. The only way to
predict the future is to create it. To become a better gar-
dener, we need to adopt new ideas and adapt our beliefs.
Whatever your level of gardening expertise, you will ben-
efit from several of these suggestions. Get going, get
growing.
1.        Keep a Garden Journal
           Whether you write in a notebook or create a digital
diary, keep track of what’s happening in your landscape.
2.        Ask Questions
           Don’t be afraid to go to your local nursery and be

inquisitive. Talk to your grandmother, neighbor, or a
total stranger if they have a garden or plants you admire.
There are no dumb questions. Gardeners are flattered to
share their knowledge.
3.        Discover Something New
           Whether it’s planting an emerging specimen or ex-
perimenting with garden art, try something new. Go
global and experience a specimen from another part of
the planet. Grow the world.
4.        Educate Yourself
           To educate means to draw forth. Take a class, read
a book, join a garden club, attend a lecture, watch a doc-
umentary, surf the Internet. Whatever gives you pleasure
in learning, go to a place of discovery and growth.
5.        Share Your Knowledge
           Many gardeners developed their passion for the
earth (including myself) by following a parent, friend,
or relative through the garden. Be a mentor through ex-
ample and offer your insights to neighbors and friends,
and especially to inquisitive children.

6.        Walk in Your Garden Daily
           Stroll through your garden every day to witness the
changes. You don’t have to necessarily do anything more
than enjoy the serenity. By actively seeing your garden,
you’ll be able to spot problems, find the perfect location
for the new birdhouse, and receive nature’s exercise ben-
efits.
7.        Embrace Composting
           Nothing will enhance your garden more than reg-
ularly adding organic matter to your soil. Composting is
so simple once you get in the habit. I keep a five gallon
bucket inside my garage and right outside my kitchen.
Add coffee grinds, egg shells, tea bags, shredded
newsprint, wood ashes, vegetable scraps and anything
biodegradable that you can add to your larger bin or pile.
Lawn clippings, leaves, wood shavings, and weeds can
all be mixed in. Don’t include meat, dog and cat excre-
ment, or diseased plants. If you have chickens or rabbits,
their droppings are gold. Chicken manure needs to be
aged for two to three years or it will burn your plants.
Turn your compost pile every few months and when it
smells earthy and crumbles like chocolate cake, spread
it around your plants.
                                                            ...continued on page D15

Pick purple freesias for February. Amethyst is the
color of the month. Photos Cynthia Brian

Walk in your garden every day and you’ll enjoy the path. Azaleas are glorious in February.
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Cynthia Brianís Mid-Month Reminders
•        GIVE a living Valentine’s gift such as a beautiful dendrobium orchid or fragrant gardenia.
•        START the seeds of warm season crops indoors including tomatoes, 
          peppers, eggplants, and basil. You’ll need to wait four to eight weeks before 
          setting in the soil, depending on our weather patterns.
•        PRUNE grapevines while they are dormant and canes are brittle. Pruning 
          grapes is an art that keeps the vines producing and healthy. If you are crafty, 
          save long, strong canes for projects, such as making wreaths.
•        REMOVE all fallen camellia flowers from the ground to prevent disease.
•        CUT multicolored bouquets of fragrant freesia to perfume your interiors.
•        IDENITFY nests that have fallen from trees or shrubs. What birds are 
          romancing in your neighborhood?

©2014 
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Cynthia@goddessgardener.com
http://www.goddessgardener.com
925-377-7827
Cynthia is available as a speaker and consultant. 

What type of bird nest is this? It fell from a palm tree.
Notice the palm bark entwined in its construction.

Peruse seed catalogues to be prepared for spring planting.

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

With current winter drought conditions home owners need to make sure to water their trees

too. Lack of water brings bugs and diseases.  Proper pruning is also essential this time of

year for your Pine trees. Bark Beetles can infest your tree when it is weak from lack of

water or due to sap that comes from pruning in the spring and summer; these beetles are

dormant during the fall and winter months. Beetles also can carry diseases from tree to tree,

and the only way to stop them is to prevent them by having a healthy tree in the first place.

So don’t wait until it’s too late have a complete inspection

by a Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

IT’S TIME TO PRUNE YOUR PINE TREES 
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B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

family owned since 1933

20% offall Outdoor Pottery

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies
every other week.

Digging Deep 
...continued from page D13
8.        Short Work Spurts
           Make a list of what you need to do in your garden
on a weekly basis. Then throughout the week, check off
the tasks as you have the time. There is no need to spend
eight hours every Saturday or Sunday toiling (unless you
want to). You’ll feel exhilarated by accomplishing one or
two small chores in an hour here and an hour there. 
9.       Mulch for Garden Health
          By maintaining a 3-inch covering of mulch, you’ll
reduce erosion, maintain ground temperature, suppress
weeds, conserve water, and prevent disease. Leaves,
pine needless, shredded bark, wood chips, even gravel
offer these benefits while beautifying and unifying the
look of your landscape.
10.    Photograph your Space
          With our smartphones and digital cameras it is so
easy to take pictures. Take photos in all the seasons for
better record keeping as well as to document the years.
It’s amazing how quickly our gardens change and
evolve.
11. Save a Tree
          Seven million urban trees are destroyed every
year. Americans are being asked to plant a tree or care
for one that you already have. Trees combat global
warming, absorb CO2, provide oxygen, clean our air,
cool our environments, conserve energy, prevent ero-
sion, supply nourishment, offer play spaces, grant
shade, and increase the value of our land.
12. Bee Friendly
          Make your garden attractive to birds, bees, butter-
flies, and bats and you’ll enjoy a healthy, happy land-
scape. Provide pollen rich food, shelter, water, and
landing places for beneficial visitors.
13.    Forget Perfection
          My motto has always been “failure is fertilizer.’
There are no mistakes in the garden. If you plant some-
thing and it doesn’t grow, don’t lament. Throw the plant
on the compost pile and grow a new garden. Keep in
mind that Mother Nature is always in charge. The birds,
bees, wind, and wildlife will always be introducing
something to your design that you did not plan. Strive
for excellence but deep six perfection or you’ll be
deeply disappointed.
          Gardening is good for you. Gardening boosts
morale, lowers your grocery bill, and is a free fitness cen-
ter.  A garden’s best crop is happiness. Plant some today.
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MORAGA LAFAYETTE MARTINEZ WALNUT CREEK

40 Dos Osos
Incredible Orinda, San Pablo Dam,
Mt. Diablo views + abundance of
nature surrounds this supersized
parcel bordering EBMUD land.
Once in a lifetime opportunity raw
land sale. $545,000

34 La Vuelta Located on coveted
street in OCC, this appx. .37 ac parcel is
surrounded by expensive homes & is an
incredible opportunity to build on special
location. Approved site plan w/stylish
designed home comes w/purchase.

$569,000

119 Moraga Way Fabulous
location by downtown Orinda.
Classic ranch w/sparkling high-end
remodel incl. Great Rm, gourmet
kitchen & baths, bamboo flrs, dual
pane wndws. 3bd/2ba. Large private
lot w/ level area. $838,000

8 La Campana Super clean & ready
one level living w/ 3bd/2ba, floor to
ceiling windows and lots of light. Easy
access outside. New Kitchen. Special
setting, great high-end street, set for
occupancy.

$865,000

8 Williams Court Lovely single
story Rancher featuring 4bd/2ba, 2094 sf
on .65 ac w/panoramic views; solar
heated pool w/patio, pool house/media rm
w/projector & surround sound; dual
panes; EMF blocking system.

$999,000

26 Saint Stephens Exceptional
living spaces & quality enhancements
prevail in this 2452sf, 4bd/2.5ba home
featuring large light & bright rms
w/vaulted ceils & modern kit./fam rm
combo. Bonus storage area & wine cellar.

$1,099,000

63 Ardilla Road Exceptional style
& design throughout w/beaut. hdwd
floors, high ceilings, walls of windows.
Large rooms incl. deluxe master, family
off Chef's kitchen. Gorgeous outdoor
living areas: paths, gardens, peaceful &
tranquil. $1,150,000

9 Las Piedras Picturesque private
6bd/3ba home in park like setting
w/panoramic views, level lawn & pool.
3745sf classic custom w/vaulted ceils,
walls of wndws, hdwd flrs, den,
workout rm, FR & well-appointed
kitchen. $1,349,000

1 Camino del Cielo
Sophisticated and stylish 4900+
square foot newer construction with
four bedrooms plus office, three
and one half baths, decks and
views.

$1,599,000

18 Charles Hill Road Extensively
remodeled Mediterranean residence
w/apx. 4000 sf, 5bd/4.5ba, on 1 ac. Chef’s
kit, deluxe mstr, media rm, wine cellar.
Indr/outdr living w/patios, balconies &
grassy lawns. Near shopping, commute
& schls. Call for Price

712 Augusta Drive Charming
2bd/2.5ba Creekside home in MCC.
Huge bonus room - perfect for home
office, media room or playroom.  Walk
to golf, tennis, clubhouse and
swimming. Vacation Living!

$739,000

5 Corliss Drive Walk to Los
Perales Elementary School! Delightful
single level 4 bed, 2 bath home.
Approximately 2440 sq.ft. on a .28
acre sunny corner lot. This is the
perfect family home!

$975,000

815 Camino Ricardo Updated
4bd/2.5ba house, .7 acre, near LP
school. Meticulously maintained &
updated.  Over-sized Master,
Kitchen/Family, new hardwood, fresh
paint, recessed lights & more.

$1,285,000

971 Pleasant Hill Road Light & airy
contemp home on private .50 ac Mt.
Diablo view lot. 4 spacious bd/3.5ba incl.
2 master suites. Updated kit. w/brkfst bar.
Large LR&DR. Huge master w/priv. deck,
home ofc area, 2 car attached garage.

$995,000

1816 Ophir Court Lovely home on
quiet court. New carpeting & interior
paint, large living rm w/vaulted ceils,
open family/dining/kitchen w/frplc, mas-
ter bedrm suite, & enclosed Florida rm in
back, 2 car gar. attached.

$419,000

3737 Waterford Lane Lovely 4bd
Northgate home w/spectacular .7 ac yd
on cul-de-sac near schls & trains.
Almost 3700 sf w/large kit./FR, office
w/oak built-in cabinets, beaut. hdwd
flrs, 2 frplcs, large master suite & 3 car
gar. $1,398,000
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