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Art in Public Places
Committee
Monday, March 17, 3:30 p.m.
May Room, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way
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Civic News
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City Council
Special Meeting:
Saturday, March 15, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 

22 Orinda Way

Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, March 18, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, April 14, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, Vintage Building 
25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarm 38
Auto Burglary

10 block Wanda Ln
20 block Bates Bl

Burglary

10 block Camino Sobrante
Commercial Burglary 

no details (2)
Death (unknown cause) 1
DUI Misdemeanor

Wilder Fields
Hwy 24/St Stephen’s Dr (2)

Grand Theft

80 block Loma Vista Dr
Hit & Run

Camino Pablo/Miner Rd
Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd

Petty Theft

300 block Tahos Rd
200 block Sundown Terr (3)

Reckless Driving

Moraga Wy/Orchard Rd
Moraga Wy/Glorietta Bl
Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd

Residential Burglary

300 block Daleswood Dr
Susp.Circ./Subj./Veh. 58
Under the Influence

Theatre Square
Vehicle Trespass

St. Stephen’s Church
Warrant Arrest

WB 24/Camino Pablo

Orinda Police
Department
Incident Summary
Report, Feb. 16 to
March 1

“As far as the bond market goes,
the demand for a highly rated

general obligation bond from a Lam-
orinda city – specifically, Orinda –
would be met with a lot of interest
from investors. And our sense is
whether they’re local investors, live
in the community, or people who
manage money for others or institu-
tions, there’ll be a wide audience ...
And we expect, frankly, it’ll probably
be an AAA-rated bond issue, given
the practice that Standard & Poor’s
takes looking at these credits. So, if
indeed the voters approve the meas-
ure, and this comes to market, you
would think that you’d command
among the best interest rates.” 

      
That upbeat news was given to

the Orinda City Council by Jim Cer-
vantes of Stifel Nicolaus & Co. as
Orinda launched Phase 2 of its infra-
structure overhaul – securing voter
authorization of a $20 million bond to
cleaver a chunk from the roughly $52
million it will take to fix city roads
and drains. Cervantes appeared before
the City Council March 4, and the Fi-
nance Advisory Committee a week
earlier, to analyze tax rate issues. 

      
“There would be two sales, each

of $10 million, the first happening in
mid-summer of 2014 – assuming a
successful election – and the second
following three years later. And that’s
really tied to a discussion with staff in
public works,” he said. “There needs
to be a reasonable expectation you
can spend the bond money in a 3-year
period.” Cervantes also estimated the
tax rate for property owners would
likely be 4.39 percent.

      
Prior to the meeting, Orinda resi-

dent Steve Cohn repeatedly criticized
city leaders for “failing to inform res-
idents that Orinda’s 10 Year Road and
Drainage Repairs Plan is deficient.”
Asking why the City Council was
placing the measure on June’s ballot
rather than November’s, he urged of-
ficials to take more time to evaluate
Orinda’s plan, “to help the CIOC de-
termine if it is viable,” and the results
of a drainage study commissioned to
define the figure for drainage repairs.
Cohn believes that, at “the end of the
plan’s term, the deferred maintenance
balance will only have been reduced
from $40 million in 2013 to $25 mil-
lion in 2024 despite the expenditure
of $40 million in bond funds plus $11
million of sales tax receipts.” 

      
In response Chuck Swanson,

Orinda’s public works director, ex-
plained, “When formulating the origi-
nal 10-year plan the Roads
Subcommittee discussed the level at
which the city roads system should be
maintained. The optimum, as recom-
mended by Street Saver, is a [Pavement
Condition Index of] 85. At a PCI = 85
essentially all roads will have received
some improvement and the deferred
maintenance will be annually approxi-
mately $2.5 million. Based on data pro-
vided by city staff and input from
CIOC the committee determined that a
PCI = 70 would be the best goal for
Orinda. This means that the road net-
work average will be a PCI = 70 and
the city will have an annual deferred
maintenance balance of $22 million.”

      
Asked by Cohn how the CIOC

came up with the $12.5 million in the
plan devoted to drainage road repair
costs, Swanson explained that this fig-
ure “comes from an estimate of the
condition of the drainage facilities
under the roads. It does not include all
the city’s drainage needs, only what
should be replaced/repaired under the
roads being repaired.” Added Swan-
son, “The plan as proposed will raise

the city’s PCI to a system wide 70
which the CIOC determined would be
the appropriate condition for the city’s
streets. Orinda’s roads will continue to
deteriorate if additional revenues are
not invested in the city’s infrastructure.”

      
Following their March delibera-

tions, the City Council unanimously
called for “a special municipal bond
election for approval of general obli-
gation bonds to finance roads and
storm drain improvements.” A gen-
eral rather than special election – de-
spite its name, its costs will be
minimized because it will be consol-
idated with the June 2014 primary.

      
The 20-year bond, if approved,

would be managed via debt service
escalation. “One of the reasons that
we are supporting what is called the
escalating debt service is the fact that
it provides a much more stable rate
for the homeowner,” observed Coun-
cilmember Amy Worth. “What it does
is it takes advantage of the increase in
property values [when a home is re-
assessed after its longtime home
owner sells] so the tax rate really does
reflect the fact that the pool is growing
and, therefore, we’re able to essen-
tially collect less tax.”

Roads Bond Measure Headed for June 2014 Ballot
By Laurie Snyder

An Infant No More – Orinda Community Foundation
Turns Four
By Laurie Snyder

Representatives of local non-profits joined Orinda city leaders Feb. 27 in thanking the Orinda Community Foundation for
its contributions to the community and helping the group celebrate its fourth birthday. Photo Ohlen Alexander

Depression • Anxiety  
Maternal Stress • Infertility  

Medical Illnesses • Weight Loss  
Life Transitions  

Hormonal Imbalances  
Behavior Change

Bay Area Women’s Wellness
Behavioral Medicine for Women

New Orinda 
Location!

• Stanford Medical Staff
• Specializing in Evidence‐Based 

Treatments
• Cognitive Behavior Therapy
• Private and Confidential
• Collaborative and Goal‐ Oriented

Jennifer L. McCollum, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist
CA License PSY 23758

(925) 386‐6037
www.bayareawomenswellness.com

37 Avenida de Orinda 885 Oak Grove Avenue
Orinda Menlo Park

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic 
is a brand new 
facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie”
Langford who has
been caring for
animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

“You know you’re getting old when
the candles cost more than the cake.”
– Bob Hope

Acollege student turning 21. A
best friend hitting 50 before you

do. The “Oy!” of a youngest sibling
reaching retirement age. Some birth-
days have a way of punctuating life’s
narrative more memorably than oth-
ers.

      
In the case of the Orinda Commu-

nity Foundation, the exclamation
point came as the group celebrated its
fourth birthday Feb. 27 with the
award of $42,052 in grant funds –
each dollar a candle to light up the
lives of everyone from young artists
to grandparents hoping to age grace-
fully. ... continued on page A13
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Joining Forces ~ Making a Winning Team!
Paul Hart has joined Maureen Wilbur at Coldwell Banker Orinda. Paul brings a

combined 30 years appraisal and real estate sales experience to Maureen Wilbur’s

successful real estate sales business. Whether buying or selling let Maureen and Paul 

put their experience to work for you.

Maureen Wilbur Top Individual Realtor Coldwell Banker Orinda 
2013 & 2014 ~ Top 100 SF Bay Area for 2013 & 2014!

Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com

Paul.Hart.@CBNorcal.comDirect: 
(925)253-6311

Direct: 
(925)588-4630




