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MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.- CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda, CA 94563

925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,
and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available.
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

7 925-377-0977

Wednesday, May 21, 2014

BBQs, Beaches, and

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Better Grades

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

; ; (925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
GRADES K-12 U] PRE ALGEBRA e ALGEBRA 1 & 2 « GEOMETRY ¢ PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS e SAT/ACT PREP

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

LIVING TRUST

$ Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until June 30, 2014

» Advanced Medical Directive

Notary Services Included!
INITIAL

CONSULTATION

* Guardianship of Minor Children
FREE

* Power of Attorney for Finance
Law Offices of

* Transfer of Real Property into Trust
Lauren Smykowski

Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Fully Insured <

LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot
$50 off

APy Rumbing o _
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600
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T.eapFrog Loot
$200 off

1 Tankless water heater
1 installation

“1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/14

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

. ©29377-6600 =

CA Li
920641 www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Mo’s sizzling
summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens
* New gas lines for cooktops

and dryers
* Fire pits & patio heaters
* Pool heaters & hot tubs
* Natural gas barbecues
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We’re poly-pipe certified
(used by PG&E - better than iron)

New Website Helps Students Study
Mandarin Online

By Cathy Dausman

Acalanes High School student Will Goldie.

Will Goldie loves a challenge.
Recently, the Acalanes High
School junior designed a website to
help fellow students learn Mandarin.

When Goldie searched online for
Chinese language study aids but did
not find what he wanted, he designed
one himself, calling it Hanyu Guru
(https://hanyu.guru/). Hanyu means
Mandarin, and guru (Sanskrit for
"teacher") is a web domain name.

“I built Hanyu Guru after I real-
ized how hard it was to study Man-
darin vocabulary,” Goldie explained.
He said learning Mandarin requires
students to study “hundreds of Chi-
nese characters” each year. “I saw
myself and others struggle to recall
esoteric words that we had learned in
years past, and decided to build a set
of digital flashcards to help me main-
tain my knowledge,” he said.

Goldie devoted at least 100 hours
of his “spare time” beginning in early
March to develop the website which
now contains 1,300 cards and follows
the AHS Mandarin curriculum.

“Hanyu Guru is a full-stack web-
site, built on the Node.js platform,”
Goldie explained, adding, “Tused Ex-
press for the framework, and handled
page templating with Jade.”

Hanyu Guru is essentially a study

guide built of giant flashcards and
based on the honor system. The site’s
registered users can access it from
their smartphone, tablet or desktop
computer. Pages are divided into
English, Pinyin (the pronunciation
transcription), and Chinese charac-
ters.

Students view each section of the
card consecutively and mark their an-
swers right or wrong. The system
hones in on incorrect answers and
drills the users with frequent repeti-
tions. The site was developed using
free software where available; only
the home page photo required a li-
cense fee.

Goldie recoups the site’s nominal
hosting fee by charging users $15 per
year. The site had its soft launch in
mid-April.

“Will has computer coding skills
not taught at school,” Acalanes Digi-
tal Design teacher Susan Lane said
proudly. “In 20 years of teaching I
have not had a student with so much
potential and skill; it’s as if coding is
a natural extension of his thoughts,”
she said.

Lane expected Goldie’s project to
gain additional recognition through its
submission at Project LPIE, an al-
liance between Lafayette Partners in
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Education and Acalanes High School.
Goldie placed third in his category.
He and other Project LPIE winners
were recognized May 16 at a presen-
tation at Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center.

Goldie first studied Mandarin
when it was introduced as a foreign
language elective for Stanley Middle
School students; he is currently en-
rolled in a combination fourth/fifth
year class at Acalanes taught by Ma-
Chen Tu.

“Will really has the talent and he
loves the language,” she said. Tu ex-
plained that not a lot of students learn
Mandarin, so this will be a “very, very
useful” tool. She hopes to spend
some time this summer helping
Goldie fine-tune some of the Man-
darin characters which Goldie says
are still “a little off” in translation.

“I’'m not a genius Mandarin stu-
dent,” Goldie said modestly, but those
using Hanyu Guru might disagree,
and reply in Mandarin: “Hen Hao
(well done)!”

Goldie’s computer-based Eagle
Scout project was also featured in a
recent edition of Lamorinda Weekly:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/arc
hive/issue0801/The-13-New-Eagle-
Scouts-of-Troop-204.html.

Little Free Libraries in Lamorinda

... continued from page B1

Preston hopes her LFL will facil-
itate community.

“In Texas, we sit on the front

porch,” she said. “In California,
having a sense of community can be
hard.” She also hopes that the LFL
will encourage literacy. I think read-
ing is incredibly important.”

You can get involved by visiting
your local LFL and donating to its
collection. (Pickthall will also take
donations at “Something for the
Weekend,” her baked goods booth at
the Orinda Farmers’ Market). You can
also start an LFL of your own. You
can even purchase a ready-made
structure through the website.

Once you have your LFL put to-
gether, “make it official” by register-
ing through the LFL website. LFL
will send you a steward’s packet and
charter sign. Your library will become
a part of the global network connect-
ing readers to books and people to
their communities.

The Little Free Library in Orinda.
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