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Town Council Approves New Sign Ordimance

No master sign program for existing shopping centers

By Sophie Braccini

he Moraga Planning Commis-

sion recently recommended
and forwarded a new sign ordinance
for consideration by the Town Coun-
cil, which by and large accepted the
commission’s proposed revisions,
with a notable exception — the treat-
ment of existing multi-tenant facilities
such as shopping centers. The ordi-
nance will come back to the council
for a second reading on June 26 and
become effective 30 days later.

The planning commission’s pro-
posed text included an approval
process for master sign programs in
multi-tenant commercial areas, a sys-
tem that allows new tenants to get their
signs approved quickly as long as they
fit within an approved framework. It
specified that existing multi-tenant fa-
cilities that do not already have such a
plan would have to submit one if a
space of more than 5,000 square feet
was renovated, or a new monument
sign was envisioned, or a new condi-
tional use permit was requested.

This language was opposed by
Dave Bruzzone, whose family owns
the Moraga Shopping Center near the
corner of Moraga Road and Moraga

Way — which does not currently have
a master sign program.

Prior to the council’s formal vote,
based on feedback from the public and
council members when the revisions
were first presented on May 28, the text
was modified to read that existing multi-
tenant commercial areas would only
have to develop a master plan for mon-
ument signs if a new one was requested.

Bruzzone came to the council
meeting and asked that as much flex-
ibility as possible be added to the text.
“For our shopping center, the horse is
already out of the barn,” he said, since
the center is already built out and the
tenants are already there. “We have a
tenant, Union Bank, who should be
allowed to have a new monument
sign without imposing a new sign reg-
imen on the whole shopping center.”

Councilmember Dave Trotter,
who chaired the June 11 council
meeting in the absence of mayor Ken
Chew and vice mayor Roger Wykle,
asked if Union Bank's application for
a monument sign could be grandfa-
thered, and therefore not trigger the
necessity for the property owner to
develop a master monument sign pro-

gram. Although other council mem-
bers agreed that having some coordi-
nation regarding monument signs was
desirable, they supported grandfather-
ing Union Bank's application.

After deleting a requirement for
existing multi-tenant facilities to
adopt a master sign program for new
construction of more than 5,000
square feet, the Town Council
adopted the amended text.

Highlights of the new ordinance
include a longer list of signs that don't
require a permit, such as a single illu-
minated informational sign (without
movement and under two square feet
in area, such as an “Open” sign) and
temporary real estate signs. Several
types of signs will be reviewed ad-
ministratively, avoiding the long and
costly design review process, such as
temporary freestanding commercial
signs, awning signs and externally il-
luminated signs. Some signs will still
require a design review process, such
as monument signs, marquee signs
and internally illuminated signs.
Electronic message signs will be per-
mitted only if approved by the Mor-
aga Town Council.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: AS

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Llnda DI- Sano E]‘rr]l;l'l Reaﬂ'nr

i WA Ay = o G [T P

Correction, issue date June 4, 2014, “Town of Moraga to Form a GHAD:”

This article incorrectly stated that Moraga’s Geologic Hazard Abatement District would be subject to
local rules, such as MOSO. As an independent, state-level public entity, a GHAD is not governed by
local regulations. However, it can only operate within its mandate — geologic hazard (land move-
ment) prevention, mitigation, abatement and control. Our online archive has been corrected.
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPING

Free Estimates

* Synthetic/Artificial Grass

* Design & Consult

* New Landscape Installation

» Re-Landscape & Remodel

» Paver Walkways & Driveways
» Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated
Lic. #938445

925-819-2100

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM
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REAL ESTATE

Real Estate...Simplified!

75 Muth Drive, Orinda

Welcome to this corner lot home, close to BART,
freeway access and downtown. Well maintained
with some upgrades, from the kitchen, bath and
windows, to the sewer line and beautiful front yard
landscaping. Enjoy the large deck amongst the pine
trees. Nice views out of the many large windows.
For more infomation call Tina Van Arsdale at

925.640.2355.
CalBRE 01259271

Moraga Country Club

This stunning modern European kitchen is
one of the many features of this beautiful
town home at the Moraga Country Club. 3
bedrooms, 2 1/2 bathrooms, office/loft,
hardwood floors, built-in book shelves,
recessed lighting and much much more!
Offered by Sheri Wedlake

925.324.2091.
CalBRE#00872175

1825 Golden Rain Rd, Unit 1, Rossmoor

85 Davis Road, Orinda

Single-level Golden Gate model with
two bedrooms and one bath coming
to market soon. Ideal location close
to parking. No steps. Laundry inside
the unit.
For pre-market information or private
showing call Jim Colhoun at

925.200.2795.
CalBRE 01029160

Walk to BART, movies, coffee & restaurantsI nghly
upgraded & expanded with character--Chefs
kitchen features soapstone counters and stainless
appliances, master bath has jetted tub, heated
floors. Plus French doors, dual-pane windows,
oversized garage and storage. Lush landscape,
patios, flat lawn! Offered at $1,094,950

by Julie Georgiou 925.200.8246.
CalBRE 01043977

1982 Ascot Dr, Unlt D, Moraga

ST
Spacious smgle-level condominium in Moraga
2BR/2BA home close to all of the local
ammenties that Moraga has to offer. Great
investment opportunity as well! Call Jim Colhoun
for more information or to arrange a showing
appointment.
Offered at $399,000 by Jim Colhoun
925.200.2795.

CalBRE 01029160

2720 Marion Terrace, Martinez
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Charming 1939 home with hardwood floors and
updated kitchen, baths, and windows is light &
bright with decorator colors. It features 4 large bdr.
and 2 ba., including the basement with a cozy cabin
feel and a bed, bath, bonus room, utility area. It
also has a wonderful private backyard with a patio,
fountain, fruit trees, roses, garden and lawn.

Offered at $537,000 by Tina Van Ardsdale.
CalBRE 01259271

TIP OF THE WEEK

May brought an increase in the number of listings in Lamorinda, in
comparison to May of last year. In addition, the YTD inventory has
increased in all 3 cities, through May in comparison to the same
period last year. Although some properties are of course still selling
in multiple offers, we are starting to see a shift as more inventory
hits the market. Although we are far from a “normal” market (6
months worth of inventory), we are inching up on (3 months), which
is better news for Buyers. It is still what we would consider to be a
Sellers market, but not quite the level of “crazy” we have
experienced over the past year. If your thinking of Selling, you may
want to list now, as you never know what changes may be ahead!

Meet our Featured Agents ...

Julie Georgiou
925.200.8246
salesbyjulie@gmail.com

CalBRE#01043977 CalBRE#01259271

Tina Van Arsdale
925.640.2355

vanarsdale@aol.com

Janine Hunt
510.409.6266

Dana Fillinger
925.588.6409

Rosemary Tool
510.750.2695

janine.hunt@bhghome.com  dana.fillinger@bhghome.com rosemary.tool@bhghome.com

CalBRE#01909766

find all Agents at www.bhghome.com/Orinda

Our Orinda office is uniquely positioned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area;
a central hub for our 30 Better Homes and Gardens offices.

CalBRE# 01731662

CalBRE#01253816
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89 Davis Road Suite 100, Orinda
925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda






