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New School Board Hits the Ground Running

By Sophie Braccini
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Anew school board took its place on
the Moraga School District dais for
the first time Dec. 9. Three of the five
board members are brand new to the job —
Heather O’Donnell, Jon Nickens and Jim
Obsitnik; the other two, board president
Shari Simon and vice president Parker
Colvin, have been on the board for only
two years. The previous board had mem-
bers who served for many terms; most of
their children had long since left Moraga
schools. All of those on the new board
have children currently enrolled in the dis-
trict, some still in elementary school. The
newcomers share an interest in bringing
more technology to the classroom; but like
their predecessors, they value and respect
the school district.

Their first agenda was not light. The
three new members dove into the thick of
things with a budget presentation, including
a two-year projection that includes the ris-
ing cost of pensions; a summary of the dis-
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trict’s goals and policies; and the anticipa-
tion of the coming bargaining process with
the unions. The new members asked
pointed questions, showing that the matters
at hand were not foreign to them.

They all have significant experience in
the district. O’Donnell, whose third child is
in seventh grade at Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School, has been a PTA president
and very active in the schools for the past
10 years; Nickens was on the board of the
Moraga Education Foundation, the Rheem
Elementary School Site Council, and has
volunteered in classrooms. Obsitnik served
on the Moraga Planning Commission for
several years; he, too, volunteered at
Rheem Elementary. He and his wife, Anna,
were very involved with the school district
in the aftermath of the Kristen Cunnane
case, as they worked with the superinten-
dent to make sure that the safety of students
is at the forefront of the district’s priorities.
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

SIGN UP TODAY FOR
WINTER ACTIVITIES
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LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: AS

oy I'I'"'"'E" I'a"'a'-l:.- « [ Binda A TR R

Fag.000 145

Line Sl '|.-.|: (5T} EFLE LY MORAGAPARKS & RECREATION
i |_.||||.:'|E hriehicom 925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us
ORER OIF )il

LeapFrog Plumbing

To all our Lamorinda customers:

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection

* Copper re-piping

* Preventive checkups

* Water heater specialist
Tank, Tankless Hybrid

929641

You’re the best! We thank you
for the privilege of hoppin’ to it!
for you this year. We wish you
true peace, love and joy.

May you have a safe and

i' Plumb Hoppy Holiday

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

1 LeapFrog Loot

$150 off
tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot

$89 off

Any tank-type
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$59 off

Any new faucet or
fixture installation*

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/15

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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Plumb Hoppy cift
Certificates available

WWW. LeapFrogPIumblng com
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SETTLE IN

ORINDA $4,465,000

12 El Sueno | 9+bd/9+ba
Joanna Truelson | 925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE $1,199,000

925 Diablo Drive | 5bd/3.5ba
Karen Richardson | 925.258.1111
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Orinda Office 925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE $2,499,000

4120 Happy Valley Road | 5bd/4.5ba

Matt Borden | 925.258.1111

ORINDA $624,000

9 Birch Court | 2bd/2ba
Shirley Sutton | 925.258.1111

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

WALNUT CREEK $1,345,000

1928 Lakeshire Drive | 2bd/2.5ba
D. Cellini/C. Way | 925.258.1111

WALNUT CREEK $499,000

5313 Terra Granada Drive #2A | 2bd/2ba
Frank Salmen | 925.258.11M
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