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An Instant Leftie

Campo student s brain surgery recovery continues

By Cathy Dausman
I

Q udrey Price became a “leftie”
ast June, on Friday the 13th.

For weeks Audrey, a Stanley Middle
School eighth grader, had experi-
enced a gradual, unexplained weak-
ening on her right side, causing her to
drop things — noticeably when play-
ing tennis. Eight weeks of physical
therapy only left the Lafayette teen
with increased one-sided weakness.

A physical exam scheduled the
end of May came back “abnormal”
and resulted in a referral for an MRL
Audrey learned she had a brain
aneurysm, specifically a cerebral sac-
cular aneurysm attached to an artery
at the base of her brain.

“You learn a lot from your child,”
Barbara Price said about her daugh-
ter’s journey from perplexed athlete
to patient, rehab role model and
happy, successful Campolindo High
School freshman. Doctors told the
Price family the aneurysm Audrey
had most likely had been growing
slowly for years, pressing on the left
side of her brain stem, and presenting
itself only as body weakness.

Audrey Price, left, with her mother, Barbara
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She had experienced no
headaches; felt no pain.  The
aneurysm had not burst; it simply
continued to grow until it was larger
than 99 percent of similar aneurysms.

Before then the most traumatic
event in her life had been an appen-
dectomy two years earlier. On her
first day of summer last June, Price
underwent a seven-and-a-half hour
brain surgery during which a UC San
Francisco neurologist and team of 12
deflated the aneurysm and re-estab-
lished normal blood flow to the area.

The surgery was to be routine; un-
fortunately Audrey awoke unable to
move her right side, likely from surgi-
cal trauma and the distortion the
aneurysm had caused pushing on the
brain stem. Her expected 10-day hos-
pital stay ballooned into a six week
period of lost summer vacation days,
and physical, speech and occupational
therapies six hours daily six days a
week.

Occupational therapist Kristina
Schmieder met Price shortly after sur-
gery, when she was still grieving the

body she’d had. Schmieder recalls
the girl’s tears of frustration. *“She just
wanted to go back to how she was be-
fore,” Schmieder said.

Soon, though, Schmieder saw her
attitude shift. An OT works with pa-
tients to restore daily living activities,
and as Audrey’s mother explained,
her daughter “has had to learn to re-
habilitate her entire right side.”

With Schmieder’s help, Audrey
relearned how to stand, walk, bathe,
dress, cook and groom herself. “Soon
therapy became similar to a high
school cafeteria or gathering place
where Audrey informed us of all
things going on,” Schmieder said.

Rehab was filled with laughter,
dancing and singing intertwined with
wistful thoughts about what her sister
and friends were doing with their
summers.

Audrey left the hospital for home
July 25. She returned to San Fran-
cisco in October to receive a Colin
Powell medal of courage for her hard
work as a UCSF Benioff patient. The
family even managed its annual Wis-
consin vacation before Audrey began
a new school year as a Campolindo
High School freshman.

Audrey still wears an ankle brace,
which she hopes to shed by April, and
hopes the weakness and tremors in her
right hand will disappear. She laughed
at the notion of being called ambidex-
trous, saying she writes left-handed or
uses Dragon Dictation while taking
class notes. She is grateful her class-
rooms are close together and that a
classmate or two will help carry her
books, although she notes “adults are
a lot more empathetic (to my situa-
tion).”

As a preventative measure, the
entire family has had MRI tests with
normal results and will repeat the tests
every five years. Audrey remains
positive about the disappointments
thrown her way last summer, insist-
ing, “There are many silver linings
that come with a struggle.”

“Once my body heals, I’ll play
sports,” she said.

Learn more about

cerebral aneurysms at:
http://tinyurl.com/mtyrk5e

925-377-0977
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MORAGA VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Presents

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship

Childcare throughout the morning

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 2
7:00 p.m.
GooD FRIDAY, APRIL 3
12 Noon & 7:00 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship
9:30 a.m. Blended Worship
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship

Coffee Fellowship and Childcare throughout the morning
Easter Egg Hunt 10:30 a.m.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda
925-254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MKNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

ENJOY MORE AT

Amazing Summer Math Camps

- The Wide World of Sports Statistics
Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math
Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra
Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures
- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

=+ INAMing — These classes might trick students
into believing that math is fun *+**

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor
who is fun? T
Individual/small group i

summer or year round
tutoring available
m.adler@sbcglobal.net,

Michael Adler

Merrill Gardens at Lafayette

We invite you to meet our team, see our beautiful building and learn
about the retirement lifestyle at Merrill Gardens at Lafayette.

M MERRILL GARDENS

LAFAYETTE

(925) 272-0074
1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549
merrillgardens.com

Lic #079200358

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care






