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Campo Football Star Commits
to Yale Despite ‘Bigger’ Offers

By Spencer Silva

Sterling Strother Photo Gint Federas

With 13 minutes left in the 2014
season, the  Campolindo
Cougars needed a miracle. With EI Cap-
itan (Lakeside, Calif.) ahead 28-7, it
looked as though the Vaqueros would
cruise to an easy victory. In the process,
they would not only foil Campo’s hopes
of winning a Division III state title, but
also of completing a perfect 16-0 season.

Within the next 12 minutes, Campo
scored three times, evening the score.
Then, in the game’s final minute, Adam
Remotto picked up a fumble and returned
it 85 yards for a touchdown, and with it
secured the Cougars the unlikeliest of vic-
tories. This event is now a crystalized
piece of school history, and it’s a moment
offensive lineman Sterling Strother, a sen-
ior this fall, will never forget.

“That was the best day of my life,”
he said without hesitation.

Earlier this summer, the 6-foot-5-
inch, 250-pound Strother committed to
playing football at Yale — in 2016, that is.
This was a surprise to some, as Strother,
a three-star recruit, per ESPN, received
scholarship offers from several larger
football programs, a list that included
Cal, Utah, and Vanderbilt.

The reason?

“For me, first and foremost, it’s the
ability to be a true student-athlete,” he
explained. “At a lot of high-level, power-
five schools — even the schools that are
very well-respected academically — there
are definitely times at which you’re more
an athlete than a student.”

According Strother, it’s the 50-or-so
years after football that makes Yale so

appealing. Like most prospective college
students, he’s unsure what he wants to
study, although he’s certain it won’t be
“aerospace engineering” or “quantum
mechanics.” Future employment at
NASA, it seems, is about the only thing
he’s ruled out.

It also doesn’t hurt that the Bulldogs
have made impressive strides in recent
seasons. The 2016 class boasts several
other three-star recruits and is shaping up
to be a special group. Strother predicts
they will win at least one vy League title
during his tenure.

Despite his on-field success, Strother
wasn’t always set on being a football
player. In fact, it wasn’t until this past
year he decided he wanted to play foot-
ball instead of basketball in college. Ul-
timately, it was the camaraderic and
brotherhood he experienced on the foot-
ball field that helped make his decision.

“I started playing football not be-
cause I love the sport, but because I love
the culture,” he said. “Coach Macy com-
pares it to war, how physically and men-
tally tough you have to be. ... There’s no
other sport like it.”

Interestingly enough, both Campo
and Yale employ a zone-blocking
scheme that forms the foundation for
prolific running games. Campo’s stand-
out running back Nick Fadelli is headed
to the University of Arizona this fall,
which means the 2015 Cougars will be
dependent on a host of new running
backs. The rotation is expected to include
Jack Cassidy, Branden Bocobo, and Matt
Rehnquist.

When interviewed for this article,
Strother made a point of mentioning by
name virtually every single one of his
teammates. The program has emerged as
one of the best in Northern California,
and its winning ways have even drawn
the attention of the Moraga Town Coun-
cil, which issued a proclamation calling
Jan. 25,2015 “Campolindo Varsity Foot-
ball Day.”

The team is slated for a short break
this summer before the season starts. The
expectations will be piled high for the
Cougars, but Strother isn’t worried about
all of this just yet. He’s fallen in love
with football, and knows that, like life,
once play has begun, anything goes.
“Once the ball is snapped, it’s just ... el-
egant havoc. You never know what’s
going to be happening.”

Lafayette Little League Team Bows

Out in Section 1 Championship Game

By Karl Buscheck

here will be no repeat for the Lafayette Little

League 12-and-under team. The squad's im-
pressive summer run came to an end on July 23, as
Lafayette lost to Petaluma Valley 13-0 in the Sec-
tion 1 All-Star Championship Tournament title
game in Alameda.

“Repeating is always a lot harder,” Manager
Jim Huchingson said after his team missed out on
the opportunity to defend its 2014 Northern Cali-
fornia Divisional crown. That accomplishment
marked the first time in Lafayette's history that one
of its teams had advanced that far in the Little
League playofts.

“Last year, no one really knew who we were—
no one was watching out for us. So, we got to sneak
up on people,” Huchingson said. “This year, we get
everyone's best pitcher. Everyone is waiting to take
us down.”

Lafayette arrived in the Section 1 champi-
onship clash by topping Napa 9-1 on July 19 and
edging past Mill Valley 4-3 on July 21.

Huchingson couldn't point to one particular
factor when asked to explain how his teams have
managed to rack up so many wins over the past
couple of summers.

“I don't know if there's any one key to our suc-
cess out here. I think it's trying to keep everyone
on board,” Huchingson said. “It's hard trying to
keep all 13 kids going for the whole summer. I
think one of the bigger challenges is just to keep

everyone moving in the same direction and believ-
ing that we can continue to win games.”

John Kalil, one of Lafayette's star pitchers, ex-
plained that the key to success is the ability of the
players to strike the proper balance between work
and fun.

“There's definitely a lot of talent on this team,
but just the fact that we can stay loose and joke
around keeps people from getting nervous and
tensing up,” Kalil said.

Jason Vorhauer Jr., the club's catcher, agreed
with that assessment: “[We try to] kind of stay
healthy and be serious, but at the same time, just
have fun.”

Even when he's not playing, Vorhauer Jr. has
been spending plenty of time hanging around the
diamond this summer. Vorhauer Jr. has been work-
ing as a coach for the Lafayette Challenger team,
which is part of a Little League program that gives
players with physical and mental challenges an op-
portunity to participate in the sport.

“It's been humbling,” Vorhauer Jr. said of the
experience. “It helps me realize that what I have is
very lucky.”

Vorhauer Jr. was introduced to the program by
a friend's brother, and he has found working with
the Challenger players to be a natural fit.

“I just felt like it was a cool idea,” Vorhauer Jr.
said.“They're great kids and I'm glad they came and
played baseball.”

Lafayette 11’s Capture District 4 Banner

Submitted by Matt Schenone
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Winkles, Mike Castelli, Manager Paul Souza, Will Stryker, Coach Bill Stryker, Coach Curtis Berrien; not

pictured: Evan Malmquist.

he Lafayette Little League 11-year-old all-

star team completed a run to the District 4
championship with a 5-3 victory over Alameda.
The team went undefeated in the tournament,
amassing a 53-6 run advantage over the competi-
tion. Things were tenser in the championship
game, as the final frame saw Alameda load the
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bases with just one out. A swing-and-miss strike
three followed by a line-drive laser that was tracked
down in left field secured the victory. The District
title is one of only a handful in Lafayette Little
League history. The team advances to the Sectional
Tournament in Petaluma, where it hopes to con-
tinue its run.
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Music Lessons

Computer Service

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
025-323:9706 W
robbiednbr@gmail.com

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING

- HARDWARE UPGRADES

« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
- REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881
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Classes Offered

Yoga for 12 Step Recovery classes
are currently being offered at Earth

Photography

Terry Riggins Photography:
Stunning Portraits: Families, Kids
and Pro Headshots. 925-631-1000.

and Sea Yoga, 3400 Mt. Diablo |

House Cleaning |

Blvd,, Suite 209, Lafayette, CA
(across from Jack in the Box and above
Lafayette Academy). Y12SR combines
the practical tools of the 12-step
program and the ancient wisdom
of yoga. Classes are continuous
and ongoing, Mondays 1:30-3pm.
All A's are welcome. For more
information go to www.Y12SR.com

Terry Riggins Photo Workshops:
Private/group sessions available.
Contact: 925-631-1000.

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Painting Contractor

Lafayette Painting
All phases and types of painting work done
$350 OFF on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.
Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Irrigation Timers Adj

925-586-0558

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service
377-8733. Fine pruning,

tree removal, stump grinding

License #805794

Reasonable Rates

Landscape Maintenance

Balaam Landscape Services
Natural Pruning and Thinning
Detailing - Weeding

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

usted

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeli

g * Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

M csssTs 925-825-5201

large

Concept Builders

Poison Oak removal. 37
Licensed, insured & bon

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Tom Romaneck Painting Co.
Named Orinda Ambassador of
the year Interior& Exterior
painting. Deck restoration. g
Meticulous prep and finish work.
[ do all my own work one jobata |
time 925-323-9908. I'll match any
discount coupon. Lic. # 922081

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Tree & brush removal.

Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

6-1995,
ded

Rototilling

Free estimates! 925-9

Ken's Rototilling
= +4W/D Tractors

« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

38-9836

Email to:

reach 60,000+
with your ad

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com






