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Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

If you are considering selling your home,
give us a call for assistance.

Public Meetings
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission

Monday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Jan. 25, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Gary Bernie

Ken Ryerson

By Sophie Braccini

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Moraga School District

Town of Moraga:

www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga Police
Department

Big identity theft 1/04/16 An unknown suspect accessed an Arroyo
Drive resident’s information and was
able to obtain approximately
$40,000 in services before the fraudulent credit card use was discovered.
The suspect attempted to open three
additional credit card accounts with
the homeowner’s information. No
idea how the bad guy got the personal information to begin with.

Mail opened 1/04/16 A Country
Club Drive resident told police that
her mail appeared to have been tampered with. Envelopes looked like
they had been opened; she informed
the postal service but opened envelops continue to arrive. Cops
wisely suggested that a locking mailbox would help address the problem.
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Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

A New Era for the Rheem Shopping Center?

School Board Meeting

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

925.200.2222 Gary
gabernie@pacunion.com

Town Council

H

Jay Kerner, president and CEO of
U.S. Realty Partners Photo provided

eeding the wishes of Moraga
residents demanding to see the
evolvement of the Rheem area, the
new owners of the Rheem Shopping
Center have vowed to help bring the
center into the 21st century.
“We buy anchored shopping centers that are well located in nice communities, and that have potential for
improvement,” says Jay Kerner, president and CEO of U.S. Realty Partners. In December, the privately held
real estate investment company acquired the Kimco portion of the center, which stretches from CVS to
CAPA and includes most of the center, with the exception of Home
Goods to the south and the property
around the movie theater, including
Ristorante Amoroma to the west.
“The Rheem Center is exactly what
we are looking for, it is a well located
property in an affluent community.
The center has room for improvement
and we plan to make it better over
time.”
The Rheem Shopping Center was
one of hundreds owned by giant

Cops arrived and found the woman,
who gave them a name that was different from the name on the card. It
was later determined that the suspect
had used the card to buy over $800
worth of gift cards, which – unfortuNot so happy New Year 1/01/16 An nately for her – were still in her posintoxicated adult was reported miss- session. She was take to county jail.
ing by his friends from an Eileen
Court residence at 3:30 a.m. They Unauthorized shopping 12/24/15
were concerned because he couldn’t Chase Visa card fraud investigators
be reached by his cell phone. The called a Moraga citizen, who then
subject was located nearly half a mile called the cops about suspicious
away by friends who were searching charges on his account. One transthe area for him. Paramedics re- action had been completed at the
sponded to check on his injuries sus- Orinda Safeway and another had
tained in a fall and exposure to below been completed at the Moraga Safefreezing temperatures for over an way, when about an hour later the
hour while only wearing a T-shirt suspect attempted to buy more at the
and jeans. The fellow declined fur- Moraga Safeway, where she was apther treatment and was released to his prehended. Greed is not good.
pals.
In addition, the following crimes
Bathroom New Year drama 12/31/15 occurred in Moraga between
Moraga officers responded at 10:30 Dec. 23 and Jan. 5:
p.m. to the ladies’ restroom at Mor- Damaged Mail Boxes – Bollinger
aga’s major grocery store to someone Canyon Road
who was causing a disturbance. The Shot Heard – outside of town limsubject was found to be under the in- its
fluence of alcohol and on probation. False Alarm – Rheem Boulevard,
She was arrested and transported to Carr Drive, Moraga Way, Hardie
the Martinez Detention Facility.
Drive, Paseo Del Rio, Moraga
Road, Draeger Drive, Corte MonDUI 12/29/15 Just shy of 2 a.m., a terey, Haven Court
silver Mercedes was pulled over on Car Mirror Dinged – Country
Camino Ricardo for a speed viola- Club Drive
tion. Cops noticed signs of driver in- Identity Theft – Via Barcelona
toxication, and had the fellow do a Lost Wallet – Rheem Boulevard
field sobriety test, and a breathalyzer Domestic Disturbance – Benedita
test that showed a 0.11 blood alcohol Place
level – slightly above the legal limit Out of Control Student – Wakeof 0.08. The driver was arrested.
field Drive
Tenant Dispute – Kent Court
Identity theft 12/24/15 Fraud in Stored Vehicle – Camino Peral
progress was reported at a Moraga Resisting Officer – undisclosed loWay store. Police dispatch was ad- cation
vised that a female suspect was at- Flat Tires – Ascot Drive
tempting to use a fraudulent credit Smash and Grab – Rheem Shopcard to buy items from the merchant. ping Center

Kimco; it is now one in 10 for the new
owner.
Kerner says that he is aware of the
challenges and questions that surround Rheem and that they are not
unique to Moraga. “I have seen the
same dynamics at play in Southern
California where I live,” he says,
“shopping centers that aged, but that
can be updated to become very appealing again.” He understands some
of the dynamics at play in Moraga
where the younger population wants
to see change and more upscale retail
coming in, while more senior residents are happy to see things stay the
same. “I heard of the discussions that
took place when the Dollar Tree came
to Moraga,” adds Kerner.
At this time, he and Tina Colacino, with whom the strategy is designed, plan to get involved in the
town, and meet with officials and
stakeholder groups to get a feel of
what is needed, desired and feasible.
“Our first step is to meet the powers
in the community and get a sense on
how we fit in,” says Kerner, “then we
will plan accordingly.” He adds that
his firm wants to have a positive impact in Moraga, understanding the
needs and the wants of residents, and
trying to find an equilibrium that
makes sense. “Once we’ve come up
with a plan, we will study how to get
the right support to get improvement,” he adds.
Building on his 30 years of experience with shopping centers, Kerner
believes that a mix of chain stores and
original retail is the right combination
for a shopping center. “Chains are
needed for the daily needs,” he says,
“plus local retail such as restaurants

or specialty stores for particular services. A balance of the two is needed.”
For the day-to-day property management operations, Kerner works with

JG Management Co. The local manager in Northern California is Yvette
Deguero, who can be reached at (916)
342-7867.

Moraga Business and Community
Symposium Jan. 19

CEO Jay Kerner one of four panelists to discuss business trends
and influences

The four distinguished panelists, including Jay Kerner, the president and
CEO of U.S. Realty Partners, will be examining various trends and influences
on the Moraga business community and the challenges and opportunities for
business in the town at a free business and community symposium, “Challenges and Opportunities in Moraga’s Cul-de-sac Community,” at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 19 at the Saint Mary’s College Soda Center. Panelists will discuss everything from demographic challenges in a small but affluent town,
the influences of pro-growth and no-growth factions in the area, the current
state of the business community, and future plans for the retail core of the
town’s shopping centers.
“Our chamber felt it would be of great value to bring together some of
the key stakeholders in our local community and examine the issues related
to our current business environment an prospects for future growth,” said
Kevin Reneau, past president and organizer of the event. “Everybody wants
to know why we don’t have everything from a Trader Joe’s or an In-an-Out
Burger or more restaurants here in town. This night will give us an opportunity
to address those issues and more. We feel it will be very informative both for
our businesses and the community in general.”
Kerner will share his company’s decision to come to Moraga and changes
coming to the town’s shopping hub and his vision for the future.
Other panelists include: Saint Mary’s College Professor of Economics
Kristine Chase, who will present 2016 demographic trends and the retail industry and discuss how Moraga’s population impacts the local business environment; Town of Moraga Planning Director Ellen Clark, who will give an
overview of current and future business patterns in Moraga; and Ron Mucovich, a commercial and investment property specialist with Westfield Brokers in Moraga, who will discuss the current state of Moraga’s office rental
and commercial real estate environment.
The evening will start with light refreshments at 6:30 p.m. and the formal
program will begin at 7 p.m. There will also be an opportunity for the audience
to submit questions to the panelists. This event is presented by the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce and is made possible by generous sponsorships from
Saint Mary’s College, Union Bank, Aegis Living of Moraga, and Republic
Services.

