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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

s www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specmllzmg in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

MICHAEL VERERUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor
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- 925-376- 1118
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

KAY’S PLUMBING
& ROOTER

e SEWER AND DRAIN CLEANING

e FAUCETS- TOILETS -SINKS- DISPOSAL-
SHOWERS

e WATER HEATERS - HYDRO JETTING

e WATER & GAS REPIPING

Just Call us!
(925) 743-1515

Lamorinda Residence for over 10 years
LICENSE #: 1008078

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Wednesday, January 27, 2016

CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSCCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585

925-998-7898

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com

Cell:
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Lamorinda Frustrations Mount Due to
Bus Driver Shortage

.. continued from page Al

It’s been very stressful for every-

ne,” Hansen said. “Our recom-
mendation is to have parental
supervision at bus stops and a
backup plan for transportation for
the students.” She noted that the
beginning of January was almost
flawless.

According to Hansen, First
Student currently has four routes
without permanent drivers. “First
Student asks drivers from Santa
Rosa or Stockton to fill in, but it
continues to be a challenge.” The
Cincinnati-based company can-
not pull human resources from
across state lines, since California
law does not recognize bus driver
certificates from other states. In
its July 2015 edition, “School Bus
Fleet” surveyed bus operators na-
tionwide and reported that 94 per-
cent of school bus contracting
companies did not have enough
drivers, compared to 85 percent
in 2014,

When First Student fails to
provide service or when buses are
significantly late, LSBP charges
the company a fee. It amounted
to $19,000 in December. Some

parents are now asking to be re-
funded for the lost days. “I'm
hoping that there will be some
kind of reimbursement for the
days service that was not/will not
be provided as we had to make
other last minute adjustments to
our schedule,” wrote one parent
on route 17 in Orinda.

The LSBP board will consider
in February refunding parents
when service cannot be per-
formed. The current LSBP con-
tract does not have that type of
provision. The only existing par-
tial refund happens when students
drop a route for the rest of the
year. At the Jan. 11 LSBP meet-
ing, staff proposed four different
options for compensating the par-
ents: refund them based on actual
fee — $2.53 per round trip day;
provide a pass in lieu of daily re-
funds; provide a voucher toward
next year's annual bus pass; offer
a choice of one trip pass or a
voucher for next year. The LSBP
board will decide at its next meet-
ing in February which route they
want to go.

“Drivers shortage is a national

trend that affects any form of
over-the-road transportation, in-
cluding freight and bus drivers,”
says Chris Kemper, spokesman
for First Student. The company
employs 57,000 persons and
owns close to 50,000 buses, and
Kemper says it is putting more
emphasis on recruiting drivers.
Mike Metcalf, the Moraga
council member who sits on the
LSBP board, said at the recent
council meeting that the shortage
in our area is also fueled by de-
fections of bus drivers hired by
private companies running shut-
tles that simply double their

wages.
“It is true,” confirmed
Hansen, “and First Student is

looking at new wages/benefit
packages for their drivers.” She
adds that if anyone is interested in
becoming a school bus driver (re-
tired folks make great drivers),
they should call First Student at
(925) 363-7327.

For meeting dates and more
information about The Lamorinda
School Bus Program, visit
www.lamorindaschoolbus.org.

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.
A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!
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JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.818.5500 925.209.5999

LOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY VALLEY) LAFAYETTE

$2,595,000

950 RISA ROAD, LAFAYETTE

BEN MILLER THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441
925.558.5744 RANDY 925.787.4622

JANET POWELL JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384

925.876.2399 HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

MATT McLEOD SHERRY HUTCHENS

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL

1937 ASPENRIDGE COURT, WALNUT CREEK

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHE-NS

1867 HOLLAND DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

524 BANYAN CIRCLE, WALNUT CREEK

925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

$995,000

925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

CALL AGENT

925 383.5384 / 925.451.3105

$900,888

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL

3921 N. PEARDALE, LAFAYETTE

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS

3 PASEQ LINARES, MORAGA

MATT MCLEOD

1725 JEANNE CIRCLE, MARTINEZ

925.464.6500
TERESA ZOCCHI

925.212.7617
TINA FRECHMAN

925.360.8662 925.915.0851

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERESA ZOGCHI

$1,495,000

925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

CALL AGENT

925.558. 5744 1925.212.7617

$1,695,000

925.464.6500

$739,888

925.360.8662
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999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

LAFAYETTE

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001





