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Thinking of selling your home?

The local home market remains very strong.
There's still time for savvy sellers to take advantage
of the extremely favorable market conditions.
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Smith Stuns by Not Running for Reelection

By Nick Marnell

Victoria Smith Photo Ohlen Alexander

In another surprising announcement from a Lamor-
inda public official, Mayor Victoria Smith said she
will not run for reelection to the Orinda City Coun-
cil in November. She joins Traci Reilly of Lafayette,

Fred Weil and Alex Evans of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District among the high-profile officials who declined
to run for reelection to seats on their governing boards.

Smith spent three terms on the Orinda council and
departs having accomplished much of what she set out
to do in 2004.

“Things are in great shape,” Smith said. “Our
revenue is robust, the budget is balanced and the city
maintains a general fund reserve of over $5 million. I
don’t have a lot left to do, and I am looking for a new
challenge.”

She hesitated to name one particular accomplish-
ment, but the first topic Smith mentioned was the re-
pair of the city roads, which she said was three-fifths
of the way to completion.

“I am proud of the Monteverde Senior Apartments,
the completion of Orinda Grove and the progress we
have made in the Wilder development,” Smith said.
She said she would like to have seen the revitalization
of the downtown get off the ground, but that project
was thwarted by the recession and by the magnitude
of the dollars needed to fix the roads.

Smith will run in November for the Division 5 seat
on the Moraga-Orinda Fire District governing board.
(see page A8.) Should she win, Smith will supervise
an agency with a larger operating budget and more
employees than the city of Orinda, plus deal with one
of the most polarizing public issues in Lamorinda: the

Four Candidates Running for Two
Open City Council Seats

With Orinda Mayor Victoria Smith deciding not to run for reelection
to the Orinda City Council, one incumbent and three other candidates
have placed their names on the ballot for two open seats.

Incumbent running Other Candidates
Darlene Gee Bruce R. London
Inga Miller

Linda Sue Delehunt
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tax disparity between the two district municipalities.
Smith will likely have found the challenge that she
sought.

Mike Metcalf of Moraga, Richard Whitmore of the
Acalanes Union High School District, Mary Piepho of
the Contra Costa County Fire Protection District and
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$2,595,000 MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen &
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool
& spa.
Elena Hood

MORAGA
6/5 Exquisite home in Sanders Ranch,
6426 sqgft, 1+ acre lot, beautiful pool &
grounds

Elena Hood

ORINDA $4,250,000
6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision.
Recently updated with many features.

One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams

$3,295,000 ORINDA $2,975,000 MORAGA
7/4.5 Historic Country Club Estate 5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders
designed by Walter Ratcliff. Magical Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely
Orinda setting. garden w/pool!

CalBRE #01272382 CalBRE #01221247 Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382 Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247 CalBRE #01221247

PXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

Meet Dana Reedy:

‘I had no idea how hard REALTORS® worked until this experience.
I can’t say enough good things about Dana, the woman who
doesn't rest! She was on top of every issue, large or small, the
instant it came up. | really felt like she had my back the whole
way through. Dana Is responsive, prompt, proactive, manages
expectations and is super informative. | know she is busy but she

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre.
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool &
expansive lawn.

ORINDA $1,565,888
5/3 Beautiful new construction close

to downtown. Spectacular appliances/
finishes throughout.

DANA REEDY

McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169 managed to make me feel like | was her only client.” Jim Ellis CalBRE #00587326
-Rebecca, Oakland, CA
Meet Chad Morrison:
“Our house is sold and Chad worked incredibly hard to get it done.
He communicated, was ethical and gave us good advice. We are
now buying something elsewhere and we wouldn’t use anyone but
Chad. If you want the least painful experience in the house-selling
LAFAYETTE $1,445,000 or buying process, | encourage you to contact him.” ORINDA $1,425,000

CHAD MORRISON

3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood
shingled traditional! Plus newly
constructed 1000 SF Great room.

Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

4/2 Large lot. Multiple spaces to play or
enjoy the view. Extra 400 approx. sf bonus
room.

Emily Estrada

-Susan, Lafayette, CA

CalBRE #01942438

$1,265,000 LAFAYETTE $1,100,000
4/3 Renovation ready,Burton Valley

ORINDA $949,000
2/2 Expansive views, outstanding
opportunity. Open concept mid-century
gem, private 1.5 acre.
CalBRE #01335916 Andi Brown

ORINDA $1,425,000
4/3 Classic 1940 Orinda cul de sac home
with privacy, large master suite, fabulous
lot & pool
Suzi O’Brien

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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HOME PROTECTION
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ORINDA $1,350,000 LAFAYETTE
4/2 Mid-Century Glorietta neighborhood ~ 2/2 Lafayette’s most upscale condo-
home on 1.29 acre private lot w/indoor Woodbury Terrace flats Plan B. Elegant rancher on private .63 acre mostly flat lot
outdoor living! interiors on 3rd flr needs some love

Norla Torres-turney CalBRE #01913739 Stephen Steve Stahle CalBRE #01861509 Frank Woodward CalBRE #01738605
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