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Families Can Dip into San Francisco for

a Classic and Fun Holiday Excursion
By A. K. Carroll

Check out the many holiday activities in San Francisco. Photos A.K. Carroll

Sexy. Sleek. Innovative. Pro-
gressive. San Francisco is a city
at the forefront of all that is new
and now. Yet even this cutting-edge
city with its myriad startups and
high tech toys, has an older, softer,
more romantic side, and it comes
out more boldly as Christmas
draws near. Lamorindans can give
into their longings for a slower,
softer season with a trip to historic
Nob Hill and a holiday weekend in
nostalgic San Francisco.

Let this list be a guide to
indulging a desire for an old-fash-
ioned Christmas.

1. Though it would be
quicker and cheaper to order an
Uber, if you’ve time to spare, opt to
ride the Powell Street cable car to
the top of Nob Hill. Sit or stand be-
side fellow travelers out purchasing
parcels and exploring the sites. You
may even decide to detour through
the fee-free Cable Car Museum.

2. Indulge in an elegant
three-tiered afternoon tea on the
21st floor of the historic Mark Hop-
kins (Top of the Mark). Snack on
savory finger sandwiches, home-
made scones and decadent sweets
served on 90-year-old china while
taking in elevated views of city by
the bay.

3. Summon your inner child
as you enter the lobby of the ele-
gant Fairmont hotel and admire the
construction of a whimsical edible
two-story gingerbread house. Put
on your holiday best and Instagram
a photo in front of the stunning lob-
by tree, or purchase a flute of bub-
bly from the lobby champagne bar
and sit back on an ottoman as you
gaze in admiration.

4. Venture downhill and fin-
ish all of your offline shopping in
one go with a trip to the Westfield
Centre and the shops near Union
Square. Browse the racks at Saks,
gush over glitter at Tiffany’s, snag
a cappuccino from Nespresso, and
even if you don’t make a purchase,
be sure to check out the holiday
décor in north-facing windows of

Macy’s.

5. Put down your parcels,
pick up your ice skates, and spin
holiday circles around iconic Union
Square beside its epic annual tree.
Fees vary for rental and skate time.
Reservations can be made morn-
ing, noon, and nightly now through
mid-January.

6. San Francisco has been
lauded the foodie capital of the
country, so don’t miss your oppor-
tunity for delicious dining at any
price point, starting with a savory
sandwich, gorgeous fresh salad or
comforting cup of soup from Café
de la Presse, an authentic French
bistro mere blocks from Union
Square.

7.  Sample a smattering of
savvy small plates from 1760, a
sleek chic Polk Street eating space

with a killer wine list and cocktails
to boot. Adventurous eaters may
favor the ocean trout crudo, served
with warm cumin créme and tender
mustard seeds.

8. For a truly special occa-
sion, don suits and skirts and make
reservations at Michelin notable
Acquellero, an intimate family-
owned restaurant that marries Old
World Italian with classic culinary
flair, serving prix fixe and tasting
menus alongside an extensive li-
brary of wines.

9. Pause from the rush of
holiday activity and seek respite
within the walls of imposing Grace
Cathedral, a “house of prayer for
all people” and marvel of French
Gothic architecture. Meander along
indoor and outdoor labyrinths, en-
joy choral evensong, or simply
wonder and ponder the art and aes-
thetic.

10.  Stop by Davies Sympho-
ny Hall for a holiday performance
of classic seasonal favorites, from
the formidable Handel’s Messiah
to a live musical performance of
“A Charlie Brown Christmas.”

11. Encounter the ghosts of
Christmas Past, Present, and Future
at A.C.T.’s annual production of “A
Christmas Carol.” Adapted from
Charles Dickens’s 1843 novella,
the story of Scrooge is arguably
the least commercial and most in-
clusive of modern Christmas cre-
ations.

12. No need to stay up all
night waiting for Santa, you can
spy him and his sleigh in the ro-
tunda of the Westfield Centre or the
lobby of the Intercontinental, along
with complimentary hot apple cider
and cookies.

Holiday  options  abound.
Whether you’re making new
memories or drawing on time-hon-
ored traditions, celebrate the sea-
son in which older and better can
coincide.
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Make a positive impact on the
life of a child in foster care
Become a CASA volunteer
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When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

& StateFarm'

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S. * Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of all dental needs foryou and your family. Emphasizing

cosmetic dentistry with tmplants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is
available. Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

ONLINE
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MORAGA 361 Rheem Blvd.

925-376-1411
Under New Ownership
Newly Remodeled

> ORDER

LAFAYETTE 3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-6666

We Deliver!
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IOffer excludes alcohol, Manager’s 11 X-Large 2 Topping Pizza &1
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Limited delivery area and hours.

Online Code: 515A17 ::
ISpecial, Lunch Combos, Kid’s 1l 2 Liter Soda*
IMeals, or any promotional items. I (2 soft drinks for dine-in)
1 ]|

1 Discount applies to regular menu prices only. Limited 11 Limit: 2 per coupon

Delivery area & hours. Additional delivery fee will Limited Delivery area & hours. Additional delivery fee
apply. Valid at participating locations. One coupon will apply. Vallq at participating Iocathns. One cgupon
1 per order. Valid through 12/31/16 at listed locations. 1 per order. Valid through 12/31/16 at listed locations. I

I DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY 11 DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY 1




