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Crab Feed & Dance

Saturday, February 4, 6:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Bring your appetites & dancing shoes.
Music provided by popular DJ.

Dinner & Dance $50
Cocktail Hour 6 - 7 pm, Dinner 7 - 8:30 pm, Dance 8:30 - 11 pm
New & Exciting This Year: Live Dessert Auction!
For tickets & reservations
call (925) 672-6799 or (925) 890-0918.
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School Street, Moraga.

For non-crab lovers:
Chicken available by special
advance order request.
Dinner tickets MUST be
purchased in advance.

No admission to dinner without a ticket!

— Judy’s Nail Salon
) Al V¢ ecn a Moraga Business for 15 Years |

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50 ~ THANKYOU
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35 Eﬁg‘%‘;ﬁg@
Full Set or Fill-in Gels $30
; ’ We have Expert
FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny Nail by Judy; Dan
For any combination Nails & Feet service Lo-An ic ’
(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop) Walkin VVélcome

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Mon — Sat: 10 -7 Sun: 10-6

(925) 377-9997 (925) 708-3448

Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor
“Onme satisfied client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway

HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd.,

Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190
maria@mariaeberle.com

www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

925-377-0977

amir “Sam” Saleh is nearly a

blur behind the counter; quick-
ly bagging purchases, counting out
change, greeting incoming custom-
ers with a cheery and personal,
“What’s going on?” or “How ‘ya
doing?”

The owner of Moraga’s 7-Elev-
en was recently named Moraga
Business Person of the Year, an
honor he won “overwhelmingly,”
said Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Kathe
Nelson. “He’s so quiet about how
he goes about his work,” she said,
yet he remains personable and very
supportive of Moraga. “We (the
chamber) have sponsored many
events,” Nelson continued, “and he
is always there.”

Saleh returns the compliment

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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abundantly. “I feel safe (in Mora-
ga),” he said, adding “this (store)
is (my) family.” He calls himself
“outgoing” and says he laughs “a
lot”. His customers obviously feel
similarly; seeing Saleh involved in
a conversation, one started to dish
up his own hot dog, while others
will make the store a fresh pot of
coffee when needed. “I’ve trained
them,” Saleh smiles.

Saleh also knows his regular
customers so well he inquired if a
certain reporter was new to town.
Of course his franchise offers
Slurpees, coffee, candy and Iot-
tery tickets, but it also features hot
foods, a new trend Saleh says, and
one which Nelson says fills a void
given the closure of some Moraga
fast food outlets.
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7-Eleven Owner Saleh is Moraga

Business Person of the Year
By Cathy Dausman

Saleh has owned his Moraga
franchise for more than 16 years.
During that time he has seen mul-
tiple lottery winners, including an
$89 million winner in 2001 and a
$174,000 winner around the time
of the Moraga sinkhole last spring.
“I think it might have been a PG&E
worker,” he confides, saying that
none of his regular lottery players
admitted owning the winning tick-
et.

How many hours does the driv-
ing force behind the counter actu-
ally work at a store which is open
around the clock? Saleh replies,
“About 50 hours a week. I try to
take Saturdays off, and usually end
up getting three out of four (off).”

Realizing his latest customer
forgot his change, Saleh cut short
his conversation to call after the
man. “If I kept the change people
forgot I’d make more than I do (in
salary),” he laughed.

Saleh will be honored Feb. 28
at a dinner held at Moraga Coun-
try Club, 1600 St Andrews Drive.
Reservations are required and can
be made online at kathe@moraga-
chamber.org; the cost is $55 per
person.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are
intended to inform the community about
local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

Business Bites
By Paula King

Lindsay Pirkle Photo Wendy Scheck
Moving close to home: As an avid baker and world
traveler, Lindsay Pirkle was immediately drawn
to Orinda’s Republic of Cake while managing the
Orinda Theatre. When the opportunity to buy the
quaint bakery in Orinda Theatre Square recently
presented itself, she jumped at the chance.

“I liked the atmosphere of Republic of Cake im-
mediately because it reminded me of the charming
little bakeries that are found all over France,” Pirkle
said..

After seven successful years in Orinda, Republic
of Cake won’t change much under the new own-
ership, according to Pirkle. She noted that regulars
will still find their favorite cupcakes and there will
be an expanded selection of assorted baked goods in
the near future.

“Republic of Cake is so well-known in the Lam-
orinda area and we use all-natural ingredients,” she
said. “We bake fresh every day. We don’t even own
a freezer. It is hard to find bakeries today that bake
everything fresh daily.”

To reach Republic of Cake, visit www.republicof-
cake.com or call 925-254-3900.

Coming full circle: Dr. Richard Filinson returned
his family medical practice limited to homeopathy
back to Lafayette last fall after starting his career
here in the late 1970’s. Filinson spent many years
working on the East Coast and in Marin and decid-
ed to come back for his fondness of the Lamorinda
area.

Filinson noted that homeopathic doctors treat all
of the same conditions as traditional physicians but
use homeopathic medicines only.

“My pleasure comes in finding the remedy,” he
said. “The real challenge is getting to the underlying
root of their problems.”

To reach Filinson, call 925-283-63438.

Tax Rates Down: As of Jan. 1, shoppers may have
seen a tiny relief at the cash register, as the state-
wide sales and use tax rate decreased one quarter of
one percent (0.25 percent) from 7.50 percent to 7.25
percent. The decrease in the statewide rate is effec-
tive for all cities and counties in California; how-
ever, in many jurisdictions in California the actual
sales and use tax rate may still be higher than the
statewide rate due to the addition of district taxes.
To find the correct rate in your city or county, visit
https://maps.gis.ca.gov/boe/TaxRates/ and enter the
address as prompted. Additionally, a listing of sales
and use tax rates for each city and county is available
on the California City and County Sales and Use Tax
Rates website, https://maps.gis.ca.gov/boe/TaxRates.

A retailer who continues to charge and collect the
higher statewide sales and use tax rate after Jan. 1,
must either refund the excess tax collected to their
customer or pay the excess tax to the Board of
Equalization . If the excess tax collected has been
paid to the BOE, the retailer may request a refund
on behalf of their customer by completing form
BOE-101, Claim for Refund or Credit, -www.boe.
ca.gov/pdf/boel01.pdf.

Chamber Music
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
www.lafayettechamber.org (925) 284-7404

Mark your calendars: With spring approaching,
home improvement and renovations are on the
minds of many homeowners. The Lamorinda Home
Expo on Jan. 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. will feature
designers, contractors and landscapers who all ser-
vice this area and want to help guide those projects.
The Lafayette Chamber of Commerce is one of
the expo’s sponsors. It will take place at the Lafay-
ette Veterans Memorial Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. Check out www.homeexpoevents.com for
more details.

MaidPro Lamorinda will have a ribbon-cutting
event on Feb. 9 at 5 p.m. The professional home
cleaning company is located at 3375 Mt. Diablo
Blvd. in Lafayette.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce

From left, Kevin Reneau, Rotary president, Jun Ybanez,
Ron Schumacher, Wendy Scheck, Chamber president.
Photo provided

Going the extra mile: Seasoned auto mechanic
Crescencio “Jun” Ybanez of Moraga Motors was
named Moraga Employee of the Month for Decem-
ber by the Moraga Rotary and Moraga Chamber of
Commerce.

“He’s worked here for 13 years and has never
missed a single day. He’s great with our customers
and always goes the extra mile to get the car done
right and on time,” said Moraga Motors owner Ron
Schumacher.

Known for his fine diagnostic skills, Ybanez is an
Automotive Service Excellence certified mechanic.
He will be honored at a Rotary meeting in February
with gifts cards to Safeway and Peninni’s.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce
www.orindachamber.org (925) 254-3909

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.






