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Students’ creativity shines
at Stanley’s STEAM Expo

Submitted by Catherine Kauder

One of the more popular exhibits was the air pressure machine. Even Assistant

Principal Brian Mangold got into the spirit of things.

he Arts and Science commu-

nity came together for one
exciting night recently as Stan-
ley Middle School hosted LPIE’s
STEAM. Expo.

STEAM stands for science,
technology, engineering, art and
math and this well-attended exhi-
bition saw over 150 Stanley stu-
dents showcase their creativity in
all of these disciplines.

In the past, the event was
traditionally a Science Fair held
every two years. But this time
around, LPIE expanded the cat-
egories to include art, robotics,
home economics, wood shop and
computers along with science and
math. Music was also in the air as
Acalanes High School jazz musi-
cians performed in the courtyard
and 40 Stanley musicians partici-
pated in a solo ensemble concert
in the music room.

“It’s not your grandpa’s Sci-
ence Fair,” said Stanley Principal
David Schrag.

Stanley’s multipurpose room
and gym were filled with interac-
tive exhibits and demonstrations
from students and community
exhibitors such as Contra Costa
HazMat, BMW Motorcycles,
the Lindsey Wildlife Museum,
Contra Costa Sheriff’s Search
and Rescue Team, East Bay Mu-
nicipal Unility District and many
more.

Visitors to the expo could
see anything from student-drawn
comics and other art work, cro-
chet samples, BattleBots, com-
puter programs and countless
other experiments, many of
which students did during their
free time outside of school.

One of the more popular ex-
hibits was seventh-grader Dash
Fabela’s air pressure experiment.
Participants would sit inside a
plastic garbage bag while anoth-
er person vacuumed all of the air
out of the bag, so that the person
in the bag could feel the differ-
ence in air pressure — and get a
tight squeeze in the process. A
long line of students waited pa-
tiently for their turn to get “under
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pressure” — and even Schrag and
Assistant Principal Brian Man-
gold gave it a try.

Eighth-grader Roman Mirov
had a table full of mini-computer
components that he built himself
at home. Mirov said he learned
more about how to construct the
devices by reading manuals and
watching tutorials on YouTube.

“Anybody can learn what
they’re interested in online or in
books,” he explained.

Stanley computer teacher
Brian Connolly’s students dis-
played their interactive projects
on the stage of the multi-purpose
room. Eighth-graders Ellie Gain-
ey, Nuala Maher, Jules Auston
and Giovanna Fry showed their
motorized replica of Disney’s
spinning tea cups ride, which
was partially produced on a 3-D
printer and used motors to move
the spinning parts.

Students from home eco-
nomics did cooking and sewing
demonstrations, while art stu-
dents gave a “how-to” on using
the pottery wheel. Wood tech,
robotics, math and computer stu-
dents also showed off their skills
during the evening, while a taco
truck fed hungry expo goers out
in the school’s courtyard.

Meanwhile, community
exhibitors  like  Napa-based
GIGAmacro showed off the lat-
est technology in high-resolution
cameras and software.

“The exhibitors were en-
gaged with the students and were
open to lots of questions,” said
STEAM Expo Co-Chair Matt
Fabela. “There was great inter-
action was going on during the
event between students, parents,
visitors and the exhibitors.”

Mangold agreed, noting that
it was good for students to see
the applications that STEAM
subjects have in the real world.

“It’s amazing all of the re-
sources in this community, and
great to have them here to inspire
our youth and be inspired by
them,” Mangold said.
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Orinda City Councll refuses

... continued from page A6

Then-Mayor Victoria Smith
agreed, noting she had concerns
with the program’s opt-out provi-
sions and some of the longterm
liabilities a JPA could face, and
she highlighted that PG&E will be
facing a mandate to source 50 per-
cent of its energy from renewable
resources. Given the city’s financial
challenges Smith said she would

prefer waiting to see how the issues
played out with the county and with
Lafayette and she preferred that the
city focus on its road challenges
and goals at that time.

Now the council knows how
the county and Lafayette feel about
joining MCE, but there is still no
action planned on its part.
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Care. Comfort. Compassion.

When you need It most.

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist ...
Find cook for better nutrition ¢/
Get driver to appointments, groceries ¢/

Get help with laundry & changing sheets v/
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles v/

CALL SENIOR HELPERS vvvv

We can assist with these activities and more.

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

#™7 Bonded and insured.
®  Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC e

SENIOR

Helpers:

MOVING to a NEW HOME
or PACKING to STORE are
Stressful'

Our Managers
have moving
advice & tips
to make your
mouving and

* Boxes = Tape » Bubble Wrap * Specialty Packing Supplies
« Dish packs » Wardrobe boxes » Marking Pens « Plastic wrap
Drop by and get your gift for Dad or Grad...

It's our nifty little all-in-one
Tool & Light!! One per Dad
or Grad while supplics las:
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Shop now ewhile this special is s6ll on, prices are good through June 3o, 2017,

AARAA

RENTEQSPACE
Store i Yourself & SBave

Hent & we move you in FREE!

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
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"] 643-2026

SAspace.com

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING IN WALNUT CREEK - OPENING 2020

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN. RESERVE NOW TO
RECEIVE LIMITED-TIME BENEFITS.

Your place in Walnut Creek - now you can see (and reserve it) for yourself

at the Viamonte Preview Center. Opening in 2020, Viamonte will place you
at the intersection of nature and culture, serenity and vita|ity, creative
cuisine and cosmopolitan shopping. Adjoining The Orchards, a walkable community
of shops, restaurants and tree-lined walkways in sight of Mt. Diablo,
Viamonte is now accepting refundable deposits on a limited number of
architecturally distinctive residences.

Viamonte

AT WALNUT CREEK

CALL TODAY TO VISIT OUR
PREVIEW CENTER: 925-266-3633

165 LENNON LN, SUITE 105 - WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598
VIAMONTELIVING.ORG

Viamonte at Walnut Creek is a creative collaboration from the team that brings you the well-established Continuing Care Retirement Communities of
The Tamalpais, The Sequoias San Francisco, and The Sequoias Portola Valley. Viamonte Senior Living is a California nonprofit public benefit corporation
and has sole financial responsibility for the development and operation of Viamonte at Walnut Creek. Benefits applicable to new appointments.
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