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July Gardening Guide with Cynthia Brian          ...read on page D12

No one has to tell those of us 
lucky enough to live here: 
Lamorinda is a very desir-

able place to be. According to the 
Contra Costa Association of Realtors, 
home sales continued their fast pace 

of activity in the fi rst quarter of 2017 
with 67 of the 90 homes sold going 
for more than their asking price and 
spending an average of only 27 days 
on the market. Looking at the current 
number of “sold” or “pending” signs 

throughout the community, it appears 
that the second quarter, oft en the bus-
iest in the real estate world, will be 
even bett er.
 We know the schools in our area 
are outstanding. (In fact, the three 

Lamorinda high schools ranked in 
the top 100 – out of more than 2,300 
– in California, according to U.S. 
News and World Report’s 2017 High 
School Rankings, with Campolindo 
and Miramonte in the top 30.) And 
the weather we enjoy is about as good 
as it gets.  
 But is that why people choose to 
move here? Julie Dudum Del Santo 
of Dudum Real Estate believes those 
factors are defi nitely two of the most 
important reasons. And most realtors 
agree; Jim Calhoun of Alain Pinel Re-
altors does – especially when it comes 
to the schools. “It’s prett y simple,” he 
stated. “Th e reason people come here 
hasn’t changed in 20 years. For all 
that time, it’s been schools, schools, 
schools.”
 Both Dudum Del Santo and Cal-
houn report that another big plus for 
Lamorinda is the convenience – con-
venience to public transportation, 
proximity to the freeway, employ-
ment opportunities, retail centers and 
a good variety of excellent restaurants. 
It’s the old adage realtors have been 
repeating forever: location, location, 
location. 

       ... continued on page D4

Outdoor living, great schools and accessibility 
keep Lamorinda real estate hot
By Diane Claytor

Th e easy fl ow, open concept style in this new contemporary Lafayett e house is what homebuyers seem to be hoping for. Photo provided
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
14
8
4

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $920,000
 $800,000
 $1,455,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $3,000,000
 $1,490,000
 $2,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
659 Byrdee Way, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 2122 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-10-17; 
 Previous Sale: $850,000, 04-09-15
4122 Canyon Road, $1,670,000, 4 Bdrms, 2536 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-16-17
1061 Carol Lane, $1,428,000, 4 Bdrms, 2678 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-16-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,049,000, 05-19-11
60 Carolyn Court, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 1191 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $760,000, 05-29-09
3451 Echo Springs Road, $1,362,000, 2 Bdrms, 2216 SqFt, 1945 
 YrBlt, 5-9-17; Previous Sale: $1,249,500, 07-26-06
1109 Glen Road, $2,605,000, 3 Bdrms, 2955 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-16-17919 
Hawthorne Drive, $1,970,000, 3 Bdrms, 2692 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 5-10-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,285,000, 11-19-03
2115 Hidden Pond Road, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2175 SqFt, 1996 
 YrBlt, 5-17-17; Previous Sale: $441,000, 03-14-97
17 Kelly Ann Court, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1888 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $55,000, 04-12-78
3324 Las Huertas Road, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2384 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 5-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $660,000, 05-10-01
660 Los Palos Drive, $2,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 3388 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-12-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,775,000, 05-23-13
3156 Somerset Place, $1,440,000, 3 Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 5-8-17
1757 Springbrook Road, $1,595,000, 4 Bdrms, 2596 SqFt, 1955 
 YrBlt, 5-10-17
3332 Stage Coach Drive, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 3127 SqFt, 1984 
 YrBlt, 5-10-17; Previous Sale: $1,695,000, 10-16-13 
 ... continued on page D9

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies 
every other week.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

FOR SALE 97 Oak Rd, Orinda

Decadent Living with Glorious Views Offered at $1,698,000

FOR SALE 6 Cresta Blanca, Orinda

Urban living close to Orinda Village Offered at $920,000

COMING SOON 41 Las Cascadas, Orinda

Romantic Retreat in OCC Asking price: $1,478,000



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A

DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968 

3161 TEIGLAND RD, LAFAYETTE $1,395,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS        925.212.7617

634 ENRICA LANE, WALNUT CREEK $1,150,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.787.4622

HORSE PROPERTY IN SAN JOSE $2,499,000

JOHN FONDNAZIO         925.817.9053

50 CIRCLE CREEK, LAFAYETTE $820,000

TINA FRECHMAN           925.915.0851

6 EVERGREEN CT, WALNUT CREEK $1,299,000

JANET POWELL         925.876.2399

VIEWS! CORLISS AREA, MORAGA  CALL FOR PRICE

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

449 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO $3,095,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.787.4622

2380 OVERLOOK DR, WALNUT CREEK $999,000

TERESA ZOCCHI TEAM          925.360.8662

3322 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $2,685,000

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

97 BROOKFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA $1,526,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO          925.404.4361

17 SLEEP HOLLOW LANE, ORINDA $1,195,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO          925.404.4361

132 SELBORNE WAY, MORAGA $1,375,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO          925.404.4361
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 According to Dudum Del Santo, the ability to 
enjoy indoor-outdoor living has gained in popularity, 
which, of course, goes back to our great climate. “Peo-
ple want to have an extended living space that goes 
outdoors,” she said, “or at least the ability to add it. 
We’re seeing more and more buyers looking for that 
total outdoor living area – not just a backyard, pool or 
patio, but an outside great room, complete with a TV, 
barbecue and covered section.” 
 Coldwell Banker’s Larry Hood echoed this 
thought and added that large backyards and the abun-
dance of open space surrounding Lamorinda increase 
its appeal. “Th ere are so many recreational opportuni-
ties in our area,” Hood said. “Younger, energetic fami-
lies are choosing the area in part because of all the ac-
tivities available to them. And large yards, someplace 
for the kids to play, are also a big plus.”
 Hood added that Lamorinda is still more aff ord-
able than San Francisco, Marin or the Peninsula, and 
the commute to the business centers is typically easier. 
“It’s a big draw anytime people can keep within 30-45 
minutes of San Francisco’s fi nancial district,” he noted. 
Anton Danilovich from Sotheby’s International Real-
ty concurred. “People are gett ing more ‘bang for their 

buck’ when moving here.
 “We’re seeing young professionals who were liv-
ing in San Francisco moving to Lamorinda to raise 
their families,” Danilovich continued. “A large house 
here is probably the same price as the two-bedroom 
loft  or condo they’re leaving. A $2 million home in La-
fayett e would probably be $6 million in Palo Alto or $4 
million in Marin.”
 One thing Danilovich noted is that oft en people 
moving to the suburbs “like the pricing but not the 
housing options. Th e style of houses in this area hasn’t 
changed much over the years,” he said. “I’ve had clients 
asking for contemporary homes and they don’t want 
to look at anything else.” He notes that these are typ-
ically the people that have been living in the city, in 
one of those newer ultra-modern, ultra-sleek high-rise 
apartment buildings. “Th ey’re telling me they don’t 
want to spend several million dollars and end up living 
in their parents’ house,” he stated.
 Hood agreed that people searching for homes in 
Lamorinda are looking for more contemporary de-
signs. “Younger families tend to like higher ceilings, 
open space, less compartmentalized styles,” he report-
ed. Dudum Del Santo has found the same thing. She 

noted that while the craft sman and farmhouse style 
homes you might see on HGTV are popular, “people 
also like the sleek, clean lines of the contemporary de-
sign.” Sothebys Maribel Cribb added that simplicity 
and energy effi  ciency are also key features homebuy-
ers are looking for.
 Danilovich told about a Lafayett e house he recent-
ly sold. By doing a signifi cant style and design rehab, 
“we literally doubled the value of the home without 
adding any square footage,” he said. “You can’t believe 
the dramatic diff erence high quality new fl oors, paint, 
tile, door knobs and even hinges can make.” Admitt ed-
ly, the kitchen layout was changed and opened up but, 
according to Danilovich, “most everything else was 
purely aesthetic.” 
 People would rather move into a home that’s been 
upgraded and modernized, Dudum Del Santo noted. 
“Th ey’d rather pay a litt le more, even wait a litt le lon-
ger, for that move-in ready house,” she said. Calhoun 
agreed. “Most working couples simply don’t have the 
time or energy to renovate.” 
 Once here, Lamorinda homebuyers may never 
want to leave. As one longtime resident recently said, 
“Why would I want to live anywhere else?”

Outdoor living, great schools and accessibility 
keep Lamorinda real estate hot 
... continued from page D1

Photos provided



It’s  April  
in Lamorinda for Real Estate 

April Ma hews 
Cell: 925.200.0773 
aprilmat@comcast.net 
CalBRE# 01221153 

It’s  April in Lamorinda for Real Estate 
d h l i d

It’s  April  
in Lamorinda for Real Estate 

Coming Soon 

A Grand Happy Valley Estate, with over 6,000 sq. � . and  situated on a  prime .97 acre fl at lot 
featuring a saltwater infi nity pool and a spa plus an outdoor kitchen and invi� ng pergola! 

This elegantly designed home features 5 oversized bedrooms, 5 full baths and one 1/2 bath.  
These are  highlighted by a luxurious and spacious master suite.  

Addi� onal bonus rooms include a fully wood-paneled library/offi  ce with beamed ceiling plus 
a media room.   The expansive gourmet kitchen opens onto a large family room with French 
doors to the private back yard, pool and pergola.  

The quality features through-out the home incorporate Italian marble, wide plank walnut 
fl oors,  soaring ceilings, custom moldings and millwork. The roof is slate and accented by 
copper gu� ers.              Off ered at $4,995,000

 Call April or Jeff  for your private showing.

A quintessen� ally designed home, you must tour this 
home to appreciate the cra� smanship, and a� en� on 
to detail. 

Jeff  Snell
925.765.8700
Jeff @jeff snell.com
CalBRE@01333422

Your Real Estate Resource
www.jeff snell.com

April Ma� hews
Cell: 925.200.0773
aprilmat@comcast.net
CalBRE@01221153

Luxurious Lafaye� e Living in the Heart of Happy Valley
4015 Happy Valley Road, Lafaye� e

Giving Dreams an Address  
www.dreamhomelamorinda.com



925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Knowledgeable - Professional - Reliable - Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Lynn Molloy
presents:

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Gorgeous updated rancher

Single-level beautifully updated four-bedrooms, three-bath traditional ranch on
approximately a fourth acre in desirable Moraga neighborhood and close to
top-rated K-12 schools features spacious light-filled rooms, skylights, atrium,
vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors, two master suites, gourmet kitchen with
stainless appliances, custom cabinetry, granite counters and built-in dining nook,
expansive formal rooms, oversized family room with fireplace and wet bar and
seamless flow to amazing outdoor patios, sprawling lawns and lush landscaping
with towering redwoods and new fencing.

Offered at $1,425,000

The Beaubelle Group
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Group in the East Bay

CalBRE # 01910108

473 Tharp Dr. Moraga

Lynn Molloy
925.818.7620
www.lynnmolloy-realestate.com
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At Home with Amanda

Moving doesn’t mean tossing design aesthetic
By Amanda Eck

Happy summer! For some of us it’s the time of 
year for gett ing away with family and friends 
for some much needed R&R. For others it’s 

all about packing up and moving into a new home. 
Th at’s a dilemma I totally understand. My husband 
and I have moved 10 times in our 18 years of marriage.  
 One of the challenges we faced when moving was 
how to incorporate our existing furnishings into our 
new space.  Do you toss everything and start over from 
scratch? Do you just use what you have and “make it 
work”? Aft er much trial and error, I believe you do a 
bit of both. 
 Let’s look at how we used my hard-won experi-
ence to help a recent client who moved from Texas to 
Lafayett e. Above is how the space looked like before 
we started.
 Our clients wanted to use their space for watch-
ing TV, entertaining friends for cocktails and as an 
area for family game night. Th e existing club chairs, 
upholstered ott oman, and game table were pieces they 

wanted to keep but needed help with space planning 
and ideas for new pieces of furniture to help pull ev-
erything together. Th ey also wanted to select a new 
paint color for the bar area.
 Working together through the options we decid-
ed to move the existing club chairs and ott oman into 
the front family room and sourced some new furnish-
ings. We kept the existing game table, but selected 
new chairs.  Th e new sofa and coff ee table created a 
space for TV viewing.  Four new club chairs and a 
round wood table created the perfect space for having 
cocktails with friends or reading a book. We chose the 
warm toned Functional Gray by Sherwin Williams for 
the bar area.
 Aft er our in-home session we sent this design 
board.
 As you can see we were able to create three sep-
arate areas for entertaining while still maintaining an 
overall cohesive feel. (See below.)
 Moving into a new home can be daunting. Add-
ing the task of creating a cohesive space can feel down-
right overwhelming.  If you are up for the challenge, 
here are some tips on how to make moving in easier.  
 ... continued on next pageTh e TV room before. Photos Amanda Eckk
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 • Have a furniture plan before moving into the 
new space.  Map out furniture layouts on paper and 
tape them to the wall of each room to help the movers 
(or dear hubby or friends) place existing pieces.  
• Unpack sleeping spaces fi rst. Aft er a full day of 
moving all you are going to want to do is crash in your 
nice comfy bed.  
• Next move onto unpacking your bathrooms and 
kitchen. Being able to take a shower and eating a 
home-cooked meal will help you feel more human. 
• Aft er a few days (let’s be honest … a few weeks) of 
sett ling in you can then start thinking about “decorat-
ing.”  I suggest sett ing aside a full day of unpacking all 
your accessories and wall décor and laying them in one 
room. Th is will enable you to take inventory of what 
you have. You can then start “shopping” your items 
and placing them in rooms.  

• Don’t be afraid to mix things up. Use a piece that 
was once in the bedroom and move it to the living 
room. Sometimes just switching a piece of furniture or 
art to another room makes it feel fresh and new.  
• Th is is also a great time to get rid of items you 
feel won’t work in the new space.  It’s okay to let some 
things go and make room for new.  
• Once you have placed everything, walk through 
and make notes of empty spaces that need to be fi lled. 
Measure those spaces and make notes of the colors in 
the room so when you are out shopping you are not 
just purchasing on impulse.  
• Last but not least, take time to live in your new 
space. Don’t feel you have to pull it together all at once.  
Maybe just work on your entry fi rst (refer to my May 
article on Making an Entrance, www.lamorindaweek-
ly.com/archive/issue1106/At-Home-with-Amanda-

Making-an-entrance-6-Ways-to-spruce-up-your-en-
try.html). Once that’s in place, move your way into the 
family room or dining room. Just take it one step at a 
time. 
 Still overwhelmed (or know someone who is)? 
Call me! I would love to help you make that new house 
a home. One of the design services I off er, Designer 
Day, is perfect for homeowners who need help with 
gett ing sett led. Th is is the same service we used for the 
Lafayett e client we talked about earlier in this article.  
 I hope you are able to take some ideas for your 
own home.  I look forward to being with you next 
time.

Th e TV room aft er 

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based 
Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's 
interior should be both approachable and well- appointed. 
She oft en asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."
 With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary 
and classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant 
and inviting.  Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything 
visual but especially fashion, architecture and art.
 Visit htt p://amandacarolinteriors.com for more 
design ideas.
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Thanks for helping!
We want to bring you local news, interesting stories and local advertising.
Please patronize and keep on telling our advertisers to support this paper. 

Encourage others to give it a try.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977
www.lamorindaweekly.com

“We are getting solid response from the ad and it's supporting our other eff orts.  Th ank you!”
Denise, Mark Bellingham Painting

“Th anks so very much for your help in making our Shakespeare Summer Conservatories a big hit!”
Janet Magleby, Cal Shakes, 

Director of Marketing & Communications
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MORA GA
117 Brookline Street, $1,385,000, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 5-16-17; 
 Previous Sale: $345,000, 02-23-84
143 Calle La Mesa, $1,485,000, 4 Bdrms, 2592 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $989,500, 07-30-10
7 Carr Drive, $1,161,000, 4 Bdrms, 1624 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 5-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $870,000, 06-29-16
133 Danefi eld Place, $1,490,000, 4 Bdrms, 2320 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 5-11-17; 
 Previous Sale: $167,500, 09-19-78
101 Hodges Drive, $1,019,000, 4 Bdrms, 1978 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-9-17
5 Josefa Place, $800,000, 2 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 5-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $332,000, 11-02-99
303 Rheem Boulevard, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1662 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-16-17
22 Th orndale Place, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 1812 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-16-17

ORINDA
9 Meadow Park Court, $1,976,000, 4 Bdrms, 3124 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $659,000, 07-21-95
17 Shadow Creek Lane, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3284 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 5-16-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,240,000, 11-20-08
17 Tarry Lane, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2804 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 5-17-17
38 Whitehall Drive, $1,455,000, 3 Bdrms, 2077 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 5-11-17

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from page D2

Neil Morse
C: 530-448-1944
neilcmorse@gmail.com
CalBRE CA #0127947, NV #0170054

Contact Neil Morse to help you 
with Tahoe property.

View properties at:    www.tahoeproperties.com

Your connection to Tahoe

Considering a move?
Call Leslie today!

Local Expertise   |  Commitment to Customer Service  |  Innovative Marketing

Proven Results | 3 Kids in Lafayette Schools | Active School & Community Volunteer

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Leslie Lomond
Realtor, MBA and CfYH Certifi ed Color Consultant
CalBRE# 01968517

650.799.2110
llomond@apr.com
www.apr.com/llomond
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July Gardening Guide     

Be a Flower Child 
By Cynthia Brian
“If you're going to San Francisco…Be sure to wear some fl owers in your hair” – writt en by John Phillips of Th e Mamas & the Papas, sung by Scott  McKenzie

In the summer of 1967 over 100,000 young people de-
scended upon San Francisco, Golden Gate Park, and the 
Haight-Ashbury area to experience a season of love, peace, 

sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll.  Th e Summer of Love, as this coun-
terculture revolution was called, celebrated with free concerts, 
performances, protests and fl owers. I was never a hippie, but I’ve 
always been a fl ower child. 
 Th is month as we reminisce about 50 years of the “make 
love, not war” movement, I put on my beads, headband, rose-col-
ored granny glasses, and wore fl owers in my hair as I planned 
the July Gardening Guide. No drugs are necessary to enjoy a 
euphoric trip down memory lane when the garden is brimming 
with colorful and edible specimens … magic mushrooms ex-
cluded. A romp on the wild side was a fun diversion as I plucked 
my fi rst juicy tomatoes while watching the iridescent wings of 
the yellow swallowtails fl utt er between the violet blossoms of 
thyme and the budding tomatillos. Bees are swarming the lav-
ender and rosemary gathering nectar for their honeycombs. Be-
cause of the heat, I continue to rescue bees and ladybugs that 
have landed in my fountains. My clematis is chock full of large 
deep amethyst-hued blooms glitt ering in the sunlight. Pink and 
white striped morning glory zigs and zags through the golden 
euphorbia, opening with the sunrise and closing at sunset. Not 
to be outdone, deep pink sword lilies, commonly known as 
gladioli, have unfurled their ruffl  ed one-sided spikes amidst the 
blush Bonica and Dolly Parton roses. Th e kaleidoscope com-
bination of forms, textures, shades and scents throughout the 
landscape add a mesmerizing jolt of joy to each moment. 
 When I’m ready to relax, I only have to venture into my 
orchard where the daisy-like fl orets of the chamomile make for 
a calming tea, especially enhanced with a squirt of juice from my 
tangelos. Another excellent medicinal tea is made from foraging 
for red clover, a wild perennial rich in magnesium, potassium, 
vitamin C and calcium. Th e red or pink fl owers have a mildly 
sweet fl avor and are oft en used to ease stomach discomfort or 
menopausal symptoms such as hot fl ashes. Th e leaves taste like 
alfalfa sprouts and can be tossed into salads along with dande-
lions, sautéed, or added to soups. If I’m in the mood for some-
thing a bit stronger, it’s always fun to muddle the mint into a 
mojito or mint julep!
 Soon the fi reworks of the Fourth of July will be fl aring, 
fi lling the night sky with the exploding whirls and swirls circa 
a 1960s acid-dropping experience. Go into your garden, pick a 
few blooms, and wear fl owers in your hair. If you are a gardener, 
you are a fl ower child. Welcome to a beautiful summer of love!
         ... continued on next page

Red clover blossoms are nutritious and some say pain relieving. Photos Cynthia Brian

Clematis, a prolifi c bloomer, lasts about two weeks as a cut fl ower.
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Gladioli spikes add drama to the Bonica rose garden.

Bees and deer resistant lavender are best buddies.

Chamomile fl owers make a calming tea. Dry, store, use.

Th is potager is planted with perennial thyme, tomatillos, peppers, kale and calendula (poor man’s saff ron), 
making it a favorite habitat for butt erfl ies and pollinators. 
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• MINIMIZE back strain by keeping your back straight, not hunched, while planting or weeding. 
Avoid twisting and reaching overhead.

• CREATE walking paths with gravel, stepping stones or bricks throughout your landscape so that 
you never compress the soil of your planted beds by walking in them.

• SUPPRESS weeds, retain moisture, and keep a consistent temperature in your soil by adding four 
inches of compost or mulch around your plants. No need to turn under the compost or mulch. 

• PICK tomatoes just as they form a hint of color allowing them to ripen on your countertops. Th is 
prevents them from being eaten by birds and insects. Never refrigerate tomatoes as they lose their 
fl avor. 

• GET FREE recycled water, up to 300 gallons per trip, from Central San. Visit www.CentralSan.
org. You’ll need to fi ll out an application and bring your own containers. Central San notes that 
water is very heavy at eight pounds per gallon and is not to be consumed or allowed into storm 
drains.

• CLEAR away weeds, grasses, dead vegetation, limbs, pine needles, leaves and debris from all areas 
around your house to safeguard your home from embers. It’s fi re season and we need to be vigilant 
to reduce fi re fuel laddering. 

• CUT a bouquet of roses for a punch of stimulation. Sunset colors are perfect for summer.

• DECORA TE your dinner parties with edible fl owers including pansy, elderberry, calendula, 
chamomile, clover, daisy, nasturtium, rose, snapdragon and violets. Most herb and fruit tree blos-
soms are also edible including apple, banana, basil, chives, citrus, peach, pea, pear, pineapple gua-
va, pumpkin, radish, rosemary, sage, squash, sunfl ower and thyme.

• IRRIGATE early in the morning or late evening. Remember to water deeply and less frequently. 

• DEEP soak redwoods and magnolias before signs of stress appear, or their roots will surface.

• EMPLOY successive planting techniques to continue your crops of lett uce, radish, carrots and 
greens. Every three weeks, plant more seeds as you clip and harvest for continual fresh eating 
through autumn.

• REPEL pests and predators while att racting benefi cial pollinators by planting aromatic herbs in-
cluding rosemary, basil, cilantro, sage, fennel and thyme.

• ORGANIZE a fl ower power photo scavenger hunt. Provide a list of 10 unusual specimens grow-
ing in your garden. Invite friends to fi nd and photograph them for a special prize, perhaps a pot of 
petunias or a basket fi lled with gardening tools.

• CONGRA TULATE yourself on being a gardener. You are an authentic fl ower child.

Enjoy a safe and electrifying Independence Day! Embrace your free spirit, dance under the stars, and 
salute the sunshine as you relish a stellar summer of love.

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for July

Th e fi rst tomatoes of the summer proclaim a bountiful forthcoming season of juiciness.
 Photos Cynthia Brian

Take a break to muddle fr esh mint into mojitos 
or mint juleps.

hubarb stalks are almost ready for harvesting. 
Cook only the stalks as the leaves are poisonous.



   Wed.,  June 28, 2017   OUR HOMES     Pag  e:    D15

B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

510-847-6160 

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

Summer Rose Care Workshop
Saturday, July 22, 10 AM

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains

Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts

Jewelry • Landscape Consultation

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

Cynthia Brian, Th e 
Goddess Gardener, 
is a New York 
Times best selling 
author, actor, radio 
personality, speaker, 
media and writing 
coach as well as 
the Founder and 
Executive Director of 
Be the Star You Are1® 
501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s 
Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.com
Her new book, Growing 
with the Goddess Gardener will be available soon!
Hire Cynthia for your next project, 
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

Cynthia Brian loves gardening in June.

A wooden fl ag and a red bird cage nods to a festive Fourth of July 
celebration in the garden. 
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22 Ivy Drive    Desirable Ivy 
neighborhood near K-12 top rated 
Orinda schools. Updated single level. 
Kitchen open to dining area, offi ce nook, 
large family room. Hardwood fl oors, 
dual panes, high ceilings.             

86 Hillcrest Drive   As good as it 
gets. Incredible quality and numerous 
high craftsmanship features. Open fl oor 
plan with beautiful interior rooms of 
light and bright style. Truly fabulous 
yards and exceptional play areas.

10 Winding Lane      A tasteful estate 
situated up a winding lane of 8.6 acres. 
3 main structures of apx. 23,422 sq.ft. 
with Main Residence, Carriage House & 
Sports Complex. Handcrafted features 
well beyond the norm.

4015 Happy Valley Road  Elegant, 
Distinctive and Luxuriously Appointed 
with apx. 6,011 sq. ft. on .97 fl at acre. 
5 bedrooms, 5.5 bath home built in 
2004. Enjoy the saltwater infi nity pool/
spa, outdoor kitchen and many more 
amenities.

10 Albo Court   Pristine single-story 
home featuring classic farmhouse charm 
& character mixed with exceptional 
modern-day materials & outstanding 
design. Completely remodeled kitchen. 
Level lot, secluded pastoral setting.              

2 Scenic Drive   Not just another 
rancher! Perfect blend of 1948 classic 
charm with designer fi nishes & 
Architectural Digest panache! Hardwood 
fl oors, vaulted ceilings, skylights. Open 
kitchen/ family room. Level Lawn.

112 Brookline Street  Moraga 
Country Club Inverness 3 bedroom, 
2 bath with fresh paint, new carpet, 
refi nished fl oors, skylights and vaulted 
ceiling. Refi nished deck and new railings.

1121 Studebaker Road   Live in 
the heart of Walnut Creek’s charming 
Saranap neighborhood. Apx. 1922 sq. 
ft. home with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths and 
offi ce. Expansive yard with pool. Great 
commute location with Lafayette schools.

121 Tappan Lane  
1st time on market! Built in 1982 with 
views of Briones Reservoir. Custom 
built 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home in 
apx. 3782 sq. ft. on 1.1 acres.

22 Van Tassel Lane    Quality craft-
ed 5bd/4.5ba Mediterranean style w/ideal 
inside/ outside living spaces. Over-sized 
rooms offer great light & elegant spaces 
to entertain. Atrium, guest cottage, sauna, 
wine cellar, pool & spa.       

102 Brookline Street
Modern elegance, vaulted ceilings, 
custom fi nishes & abundant light are 
some of the wonderful features of this 
detached 3 bedroom, 2 bath, apx. 2098 
sq. ft. renovated Moraga Country Club 
home.         

1350 Juanita Drive     Stunning 
2400+ sq. ft. contemporary charmer on 
fabulous .38 acre site with level yard & 
Mt. Diablo view. Beautifully renovated 
with 4 spacious beds, 3 sparkling baths, 
gourmet kitchen. Top Lafayette Schools.

51 Valencia Road  Magical home 
& setting w/stylish updates, spacious & 
open fl oor-plan & wonderful in/out living. 
Enjoy wood fl oors, updated kitchen & 
baths, & numerous upgrades. Convenient 
to town, schools, BART.               

9 Las Piedras   Gorgeous recently 
remodeled gated estate, minutes from 
downtown Orinda. Apx. 3,850 sq. ft. 
custom 5bd/3ba home on .48 park like 
acres. Level lawn, pool, views of Briones 
Reservoir, Mt. Diablo.

891 Augusta Drive   
Moraga Country Club expanded Plan 
3. Remodeled kitchen, updated baths, 2 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, offi ce and spacious 
bonus may be used as third bedroom.

115 Bando Court  Spacious 4 
bedroom, 3.5 bath home, new kitchen, 
updated baths, hardwood fl oors, 
sparkling pool on cul-de-sac.
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
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Joan Evans
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Marianne Greene
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April Matthews
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John Nash
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