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Plot lines redrawn, but what of the crosses

memorial?

.. continued from page Al

Happy Valley Improvement
Association  President  Peter
Clark does not see how the plots
can be addressed without further
discussion of the crosses. “Given
the obvious physical presence
of the crosses, and the depth of
emotion surrounding them, it
was surprising that the planning
commission didn’t include them
in the discussion,” he said after
the meeting.

“After thinking about it,”
Clark continues, “I’ve come to
the conclusion that the commis-
sioners made a mistake. Current-
ly, part of both lots have a non-
conforming use — ‘War Memorial
with Too Many Signs.” The La-
fayette municipal code requires
that the lots resulting from a lot
line adjustment be in confor-
mance, which was not done.”

Munnelly would like to see
the lot preserved for open space.

“I believe these disputably

Google Maps satelite image with overlayed lot plan

historic and rural lots ... with
stunningly close proximity to our
city center, have great potential
to our city and residents,” Mun-
nelly says. “Personally, I think
this land would make a beautiful
‘Deer Hill’ city nature park. I’'m
aware other residents have dif-
ferent opinions or ideas for its
uses and benefits to the commu-
nity, but the city would serve its
residents better by taking pause
on this action and scheduling an
open-forum discussion of ideas.”

The Lafayette resident is
critical of the 300-foot radius
notification to residents saying
that informing just a few resi-
dents concerning a property of
such magnitude and notoriety is
deceit. “A hearing room filled to
capacity would have been reality
had planning served our com-
munity as one would expect in a
democracy.”

Munnelly wrote a detailed

letter to the commission that was
received too late to be included
in the staff report. “I feel disen-
franchised that my comments
were not referenced,” he said.
“Transparency; that’s what the
people of Lafayette expect and
demand!”

Munnelly also questions the
negative finding of the environ-
mental report saying that the lot
line adjustment will facilitate
rapid development of the hill-
side properties, wildlife will be
severely impacted as a result and
that development and hardscape
will result in more erosions and
storm water runoff.

“If the lot line revision is
granted,” adds Munnelly, “the
opportunity to benefit our com-
munity will be more costly to
implement at best, or at worst,
lost forever.”

Winery regulation falters

.. continued from page A4

The commission wants to
create a new study group to look
into these options, but consultant
Ben Noble warned that this could
take several months of additional
meetings and add costs in terms
of staff and consultant time.

There were two opposing
factions at the meeting: Captain
Vineyards owners and others
who support the idea of wine-
making in Lamorinda as an ele-
ment of economic vitality and
character ask for less regulation,
and some of the Captains’ neigh-
bors, mainly of the Alalusi fam-
ily, who oppose a commercial ac-
tivity in their neighborhood, and
are concerned about pesticide
contamination.

The commissioners were
simply asked to discuss and pos-
sibly agree with staff recommen-
dations to finalize the text. The
recommendations were the logi-
cal consequence of the previous
process: requirements from the
council to draft a text that would
support commercial winemak-
ing in Moraga, but would protect
neighbors from adverse effects;
demands made by a former plan-

ning commission subcommittee
that worked with property own-
ers, opponents and the consul-
tant; and the prior planning com-
mission meeting’s requests made
in October.

Noble addressed the ques-
tion about zoning by explaining
that agriculture is a permitted
use in open space, but the win-
eries were first built as homes
and the winemaking came later
and was therefore a secondary
use that the town could regulate.
Commissioner Steve Woehleke
asked if a ranch would be sub-
ject to the same rules and if the
consideration of what came first,
the home or the cows, should be
looked into. He also noted that
if future wineries would open in
residential neighborhoods, the
impact could be quite different.

Some commissioners won-
dered if it was fair to ask wine-
makers to add 25-foot setbacks
to protect the neighbors from
potential pesticide contamination
when they are already regulated
by the county and state. They also
noted that homeowners can use
whatever chemicals they want

in their homes and no one looks
into this. The regulation controls
only winemakers, so if someone
plants a vineyard of any size but
does not make wine, no setback
or buffer would be required.

Whether or not the planning
commission will ever look at this
again will be decided by the town
council. The proposed date to re-
view the text is Feb. 14.

Public Places program

praised

... continued from page A7

Currently the APP program has 39
art installations on public display,
22 of which are on loan and 17 of
which are owned by the city. The
original costs of the owned pieces
exceeded $177,000, and the total
liability for the pieces on loan is
$295,500.

The APP program has been
funded by donations to the Orin-
da Parks and Recreation Founda-

tion. Annual operating expenses
have been kept low, typically
$1,500 to $2,500, by an abun-
dance of volunteer labor. The
APPC believes that it would be
desirable to update the ArtSpace
Orinda website, and expects that
the cost will be between $500 and
$1,000, which will come from
the Orinda Parks and Recreation
Foundation.
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(925) 284-5765
Flowers for all occasions
VALENTINE'S DAY 10% oﬁ‘ on orders delivered or picked up on
Tuesday Feb. 13th!! Don't get in trouble! - Place your order early!!

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette ~www.floralartsflorist.com

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU'LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*
Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!
925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
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Who's your Valentine? u
Give your honey (or yourself!)

the gift of comfort with the
Toto Washlet’s warm seat,
warm water, and soft air dry. I

(Ilove mine!) It’s self-cleaning ||
too. Can you say, “Ahhhhh’?!

$150 OFF!* |t

Toto Washlet Bidet Seat I

Gas
Water e
Sewer $250 off

I Tankless water heater* 1]
* Water Heater | $100 off

Specialist 1 Standard water heater* '
* 24/7 Service oo ]

Head Frogi¥lo Williams

*Labor & materials provided by
LeapFrog Plumbing. Exp 2/14/18.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
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We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993 I
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LAFAYETTE

 Technical/Administrative Analyst
* Sr. Administrative Assistant
e Communications Analyst

We are looking for people to join a team of dedicated,
energetic, and fun professionals whose mission is to
ensure that Lafayette retains its semi-rural character
and "small town" downtown feel.

For more information and applications, please visit:
www.lovelafayette.org/jobs

The
City of Lafayette
is hiring!






