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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

] “a  www.MVCRemodeling.com
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All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

h“’b

_. BBBn @

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

l:-

MicHAELVERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.
General Contractor

r|1'

Full design team resources available

ﬂ‘nl Mqrﬂsﬂ California

'DESIGN . IIEHNISHING L] INSI'H

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
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Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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New Windows/ atlo Doors
» Replacement & Installation

3469 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com
CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837
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REALTY
43 Moraga Way, Ste 203, Orinda

Broer/President CRS, GRI

Lamorinda’s Real Estate
Brokerage since 2000

5 Agents team

Top Lamorinda Broker
Service-Performance-Integrity

925-254-7600
Alex@AGRealtyl.com

CalBRE#01305545
www.Alexgailas.com

Del Rey custodian retirement party
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He also taught a class to make mon-
key’s fist knots before a shipboard
field trip, chaperoned several field
trips himself and built a custom
catwalk for Cheryl Collins’ sewing
class fashion show.

After 40 years of set up and
clean up, it will soon be time to
lock up for the very last time. “Mr.
Steve” retires June 30; it is likely
Del Rey will feel his loss for years.

Orinda Union School District
honored Eydam with a standing ova-
tion in August when he was named
their Classified Employee of the
Year, but his school admirers have
another name: they call him Emper-
or of Del Rey. “The kids think he’s
[the] principal,” joked Kirsten Theu-
rer, who also claims the title. “I can’t
say enough about him.”

“He’s like a celebrity,” said
former student Evan Barrie-Kivel,
who with friend Brendan McFeely

now tower above the man McFeely
calls “the nicest guy I know.” Even
neighborhood dogs knew to beat
a path to the custodian’s door for
attention and affection. The acco-
lades continue to pile up on a “Mr.
Steve Del Rey” website.

Mr. Steve fans had a chance
to say goodbye at Eydam’s retire-
ment party May 24 at Orinda Inter-
mediate School. The party had to
be held off site, Fuller explained,
otherwise Mr. Steve would have
set up and cleaned up himself. It
was a pasta and pinball-themed
party (Mr. Steve likes both) with a
“dress like Mr. Steve” option. Even
OUSD Superintendent Dr. Carolyn
Seaton sported Eydam’s trademark
cargo shorts and district shirt.

“This is quite the overwhelm-
ing event,” Eydam admitted. “The
Del Rey community has been such
a special part of my life for the past

38 years,” he said. “I'm looking
forward to coming back to Del Rey
from time to time to attend school
events and student performances,”
he promised. But Eydam admits
he won’t miss the sound of his 5
a.m. alarm clock or the extended
length of his commute, which has
tripled from its original half hour
drive. His summer plans include
visits to California landmarks and
theme parks. A generous privately
sourced goodbye check presented
to Eydam raised enough to insure
he can even take an all-expense
paid first-time vacation to Disney
World. Eydam often worked 12-
hour days to insure after-hours and
weekend events at Del Rey ran
smoothly. “I don’t know when he
goes home,” Fuller said.

Alas, the answer to that ques-
tion comes from Eydam himself:
“June 30.”

Failed storm drain fee measure

Some of the council members
acknowledged that they collec-
tively bore some responsibility
for the results. Fritzky and Onoda
said that faced by a series of emer-
gencies the management of the
town had been more reactive than
proactive and that moving forward

it needed to be more strategic. Ko-
rpus noted that Battenberg was
forward thinking and recommend-
ed that she would be tasked with
developing a strategic plan for the
town.

The mayor floated the idea of
a two-year plan to advocate for a

... continued from page A4

more documented strategy for the
storm drain system. Korpus and
Onoda agreed that the town still
has a backlog of storm drain repair
that would cost the town millions
of dollars and that by 2020 a new
proposal could come to a ballot.

and Highway 24. Top ranked Lafayette schools.

THE BEST OF LAMORINDA

Hidden Oaks Country Estate | 25 Samantha Drive, Lafayette | Offered at $2,995,000

Located down a secluded lane in one of Lafayette’s most prestigious communities, this exquisite custom 4427+ sq. ft. Talon Design Group designed
and Peter Branagh built home was constructed in 2006. 5BR/4.5BA, family/media room and a separate secluded office. Many upgrades. Sparkling pool,
outdoor built-in barbecue and fireplace. .63+ acres of California Live Oaks with lush landscaping. Near downtown Lafayette and Walnut Creek, BART

Stunning Orinda Country Club Remodel | 175 Camino Don Miguel, Orinda | Offered at $1,998,000

Nestled up a sweeping drive in the heart of the Orinda Country Club on one of Orinda’s most desirable streets, rests this major remodeled and
expanded 5BR/3BA, 3201+ sq. ft. traditional home. High quality finishes and materials. Completely move-in ready. Two master bedrooms, gourmet
kitchen, great room and nursery/office. Beamed ceilings, hardwood floors and Milgard windows. Spacious lawn, patio, decks and magnificent views of
the golf course and Orinda hillside. Close to downtown Orinda, BART and Highway 24. Top ranked Orinda schools.
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