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We offer both a relaxed atmosphere and
a sports bar, something for families,
couples, students and seniors. On the
menu you'll see many of Roman Italian
specialities, from the classic bruschetta
made with melted fontina cheese and
sautéed mushrooms|to mista and
arugula salads, an array of wood-fired
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of
primis and seconds. The restaurant has
full bar and a generquse wine list.

www.pizzapellegrini.com

OUSD approves water
tanks for Wagner Ranch,
Sleepy Hollow

By Sora O’Doherty

t is a big ask, acknowledges

Moraga-Orinda  Fire Dis-
trict Chief Dave Winnacker, but
he is out to convince parents
of students at Wagner Ranch
and Sleepy Hollow elementary
schools to leave their children
at school in the event of a sud-
den wildfire. The two schools
are unique populations that are
unable to self evacuate, with the
largest populations and great-
est exposure to risk, such as ex-
posure to the open spaces in the
Briones watershed. The fire dis-
trict always recommends early
evacuation when possible, but
in the event of a rapidly advanc-
ing wild fire, evacuation may not
be the better choice. The other
choice is to shelter in place, and
that option is made much more
viable with a fire engine on site
and an available water supply.

On May 14 the Orinda Union
School District board approved
the purchase of two 9,500 gal-
lon galvanized water tanks to be
installed at Wagner Ranch and
Sleepy Hollow. The tanks will
be filled by a water tender truck
and checked annually. The tanks
will, according to Winnacker,
create a reliable and accessible
water supply that won’t be im-
pacted by anything else. He ex-
plained that East Bay Municipal
Utility District reservoirs are
tanks located around Orinda, fed
by pumps that move water from
the low-lying lake reservoirs
into the tanks. The pumps are
electric, and PG&E has recently
announced plans to cut electric-
ity during some wild fire events.
That, coupled with some insuf-
ficient pipes, could create water
shortages to fight wild fires. The
tanks installed at the elementary
schools would avoid any impact
from the electrical and pumping
systems.

The proposal accepted by
OUSD is from Tanks for Less,
out of Austin, Texas. The pro-
posal provides for a 9,592-gal-

lon tank with a 15-foot diameter
and 11-foot 3-inch height at each
site. The total cost for both tanks
is approximately $39,000. Each
tank will also require that the
district’s contractor pour a con-
crete pad to anchor each tank.
The cost for the pads is estimated
to be $4,000 per site. According
to Stuart House, OUSD direc-
tor of facilities maintenance and
operations, bids are now being
considered for the installation of
the pads. House expects that the
pads and the tanks will be fully
installed during July, ready for
the upcoming school year. The
board accepted staff’s recom-
mendation to fund the purchase
of the tanks with Fund 40 money,
a fund of money from the Pine
Grove development reserved for
school facilities.

Winnacker says that if school
is in session, there is no higher
priority than protecting the stu-
dents. Because of the location
of Wagner Ranch and Sleepy
Hollow, he said, there could be a
fire that is so fast moving or that
starts so close to the schools that
evacuation would be more risky
than sheltering in place. A fire
engine at the school would fo-
cus on keeping one building safe.
The aim would not be to put the
fire out, but to protect the build-
ing and the people until the fire
moves past the school. Winnack-
er compared it to building a sand
castle at the beach. If you build
up a wall to keep the waves from
destroying your castle, you are
redirecting the waves around it.
Having students and staff in a sin-
gle building minimizes the area
the fire department has to protect.
The firefighters would redirect
the fire away from that building,
protecting it as the fire continued
to burn until it has passed by.

At some point in the future,
Winnacker hopes to offer a dem-
onstration at the schools to con-
vince parents that their children
will be safer sheltering in place.

Social host law amended to
include cannabis

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda was an early adopter
of an amendment to the

city’s “social host” law to in-
clude underage consumption of
cannabis, in addition to the exist-
ing prohibition on underage al-
cohol use, among the prohibited
substances at loud or unruly par-
ties. On May 14, the city council
passed Ordinance 18-08, with the
intention of prohibiting under-
age marijuana use at parties in
Orinda. Jaime Rich, Director of
Adapt Lamorinda, congratulated
the council on its action, noting
that although recreational mari-
juana is now legal in California
it is still illegal for anyone under
21 to be in possession of canna-
bis or cannabis products. “If we
recognize that the host of a gath-
ering where underage drinking
is found to be occurring should
be held accountable and fined
then it only makes sense that the

same should apply for the host of
a gathering where young people
are using cannabis or cannabis
products,” she commented after
the meeting. “This ordinance
gives the Orinda Police Depart-
ment and the city of Orinda one
more tool that they can use to
convey the message that it is not
acceptable for Orinda youth to
use cannabis.”

As head of the agency
charged with drug and alcohol
education, Rich added, “The
perception of harm for the use
of cannabis is low amongst our
youth so any measures that we
can use to change this attitude we
should use.”

Contra Costa County is con-
sidering a similar measure, and
Moraga has already amended its
social host ordinance to include
cannabis.
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Now is a great time to sell a home!

Strong buyer demand
+ low inventory
+ masterful marketing and negotiation

= SOLD for top $$%
Call me about pre-sale fixups that really pay-off!

Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

Integrity
T. 925.788.4963

GLOBAL
LUXURY
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Jeff Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

1060 Lizann Drive, Lafayette 1110 Larch Ave, Moraga

CalBRE#01335916

coLbweLL
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Serene Retreat with high quality - great design plus
beautifully remodeled fabulous views of Mt. Diablo and
surrounding hills from many window and doors. Lovely
setting with beautiful gardens & majestic oaks on 1.67
acres with sparkling pool. A diamond in the rough and great value for Moraga.
www. | 060Lizann.com — Listed for $1,650,000 www. | I I0Larch.com — Listed for $899,000

Virtual tour, more photos, and more
o LUXURY

on the websites
BEioa g it 8T &1 0

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell

Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600  (925) 765-8700

Lynda@lyndasnell.com | Jeff@jeffsnell.com
CalBRE#00700106 CaIBRE@OI 333422

Charmlng 3 bdr. 2 bath ranch home that is light and bright
plus offers a great floor plan. Great location that is walking
distance to top Moraga schools (K-8), town/parks, Moraga
Ranch Swim Club and The Farmers Market.

- MARY BETH MACLENNAN
925.324.6246

TONY CONTE
925.708.1396
marybeth@mbtcpartners.com
tony@mbtcpartners.com
License # 01480008 | 00959101
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Specja]izjng in Swimming Pools

Lamorinda Solar

36 Years in Business

The Sun can HEAT

Swim more
Entertain more
Exercise more
Enjoy your pool

your Swimming Pool
for FREE

3500 off ,
New Svstems I

-I

Save up to $100 per month

A New Variable Speed Filter Pump Can Save
You 90% on Your Monthly Energy Bill!

Programahle for desired speed for filter, SPA, waterfall & solar.

s50 oﬁ per ,

Panel nenlacemem

15 off

any repair (over $200)

The Best Service Under
the Sun Since 1981/

Mark Frey, Owner

Local family owned business

925-952-9239

www. LamorindaSolar.com
CA Lic. # 416616
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