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During the Lamorinda Arts 
Council’s annual holiday lun-

cheon, instant proof of the organi-
zation’s value arrives in the uplifted 
arms, snapping fi ngers, assertive 
singing and vocal proclamations of 
strength from local youth perform-
ers. In a private dining room at the 
Orinda Country Club on Dec. 12, 
LAC board members, community 
arts supporters and invited guests 
enjoyed French chicken topped 
with artichokes and capers or 
lemon-parmesan cod while being 
entertained by the cast of “The Ad-

dams Family” from Orinda Inter-
mediate School’s Bulldog Theatre 
(produced by Bay Area Children’s 
Theater), a screening of Lamor-
inda ShortDocs 2018 winner, “The 
Homeless Project,” and select 
Lamorinda Idol singers.
 Both Mckenna Rose, a third-
grade student at Sleepy Hollow 
Elementary, and OIS eighth-grader 
Amelia Chen performed at the lun-
cheon. During 2018 the LAC en-
gine behind these powerful voices 
also displayed the visual artwork 
of 60 artists, 250 local high school 

students and 320 elementary and 
middle school students in exhib-
its held at the Orinda Library art 
gallery. Enthusiasm for the arts in 
Lamorinda as expressed through 
the council’s activities this year 
supported not only the fi rst-ever 
Arts Affair that showcased LAC 
partnerships with local arts orga-
nizations, but also Stanley Middle 
School student Neve Abcari’s 
award-winning short documentary 
and the endeavors of Miramonte 
students Nejla Ackdoe-Pagey and 
Jenni Coletta, who delivered to 
the appreciative audience sincere 
renditions of emotional, melodic 
tunes. 
 In opening statements at the 
luncheon, LAC Board Chairper-
son Jenny Staelin highlighted ad-
ditional accomplishments that in-
cluded, among others, October’s 
Art of Mixology that raised nearly 
$10,000, and a new, outdoor Arts 
Moves Project supported with 
$9,000 from private donors, busi-
nesses and local foundations. For 
the fi rst time, a “Spark the Arts” 
award was given, with honors in 
2018 to Mark Coffey for editing 
and outreach related to the LAC 
newsletter. As an advocate for visu-
al, performing and literary art pro-
duced and enjoyed by people of all 
ages, Stalin said LAC hopes always 
to cultivate activities that “bring us 
together, uplift our hearts, open our 
minds, educate our children and 
provide joy to all who experience 
them.”
 Staelin said future plans in-
clude expanding Arts Affair into an 
annual fundraiser. “We have to be 
careful not to overextend, because 
we’re an entirely volunteer-run 
organization. (Managing Director 
Meredith Friedman is the sole paid 

staff position.) We had 120 people 
attend and this event has great po-
tential.” As an indicator, Arts Affair 
portends the type of initiative Stae-
lin and the LAC plan to pursue with 
local organizations. “We’d love to 

partner more with Saint Mary’s 
College, Town Hall Theatre, Cal 
Shakes. What can we do to bring 
artists together? We want to be the 
hub.”
 ... continued on Page B5
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Arts shine on in Lamorinda
By Lou Fancher

Miramonte High School junior Jenni Coletta sings at Dec. 12 Lamorinda 
Arts Council’s annual holiday luncheon.                Photo Lou Fancher

 

 

3450 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafaye�e, CA  94549, 925-299-1644, office@lpie.org, www.lpie.org 

DIAMOND PARTNERS  
LUXE HOME by Douglah Designs* 
925-232-1729 
luxehomebydouglah.com 

Cobain Orthodon�cs* 
925-283-3355 
cobainorthodontics.com 

Dana Green  
Pacific Union Interna�onal* 
925-339-1918 
danagreenteam.com 

Julie Del Santo 
Dudum Real Estate Group* 
925-818-5500 
dudum.com 

Tina Frechman 
Dudum Real Estate Group* 
925-915-0851  
dudum.com 

Keith R. Gronbach Oral Surgery 
925-283-4050 
eastbayoralsurgery.com 

Koopah & Koopah, Inc.* 
925-254-4877 
drkoopah.com 

 

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce* 
925-284-7404 
lafayettechamber.org  

Erin & Darrick Martin**  
Martin Homes 
925-951-3817, 925-900-8218   
mar�nhomesteam.com 

Mechanics Bank 
925-962-6900 
mechanicsbank.com 

Minuteman Press* 
925-945-6006 
mmpwc.com 

Persons Plas�c Surgery 
925-283-4012 
personsplas�csurgery.com 

Sports Basement* 
925-941-6100 
shop.sportsbasement.com 

Zephyr Tents 
510-559-8694 
zephyrtents.com 
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Diablo Foods 
925-283-0737 
diablofoods.com  

Flo Content* 
925-385-8610 
flocontent.com 

The Fourth Bore Tap House & Grill 
925-254-1183 
thefourthbore.com 

Sue Layng, Village Associates* 
925-963-7189 
suelayng.com 

Lewis Asset Management* 
925-284-4033 
lewisam.com 

Kurt Piper Group 
925-818-8000 
kurtpipergroup.com 

Village Associates  
925-254-0505 
villageassociates.com 

Woehrle Development 
925-212-8771 
woehrledevelopment.com 

 
 

C&M Party Props 
Patxi’s Pizza  
Studio Jule 
 

 
 

An�gua Doors* 
Ashley Ba�ersby, Village Associates* 
Lisa Brydon & Kris� Ives - Real Estate Team,  
 Alain Pinel Realtors* 
Carrie Dove Catering 
Climatec 
California Pizza Kitchen* 
Cooperage American Grille* 
Denon & Doyle 
Honey Bear Christmas Trees* 
Lily Dong Photography 
Renee Sweeney Photography 
Slider Truck – Town Bakery 
Stat Med*  
  

 
 

Barranco* 
Forma Gym Walnut Creek* 
JJ Buckley Fine Wines 
Lafaye�e Car Wash 
Lamorinda Music 
Lewis + Llewellyn LLP 
Locanda Positano* 
Smi�en Ice Cream 
Style House Staging  
 

 
 

Bella Bronze 
Black Cat Hat 
Clocks, Etc.* 
Construc�on Plus* 
DTN Nail Care 
J McLaughlin 
La Porte Educa�on Advising 
Manifix nails 
Pizza An�ca*  
P & L Framing* 
Hoover Ranch* 
Vineyard Vines 

 * 2019 Returning Partners      
** 2019 Title Sponsor 

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service  Exp 1/15/1

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

LeapFrog is a vendor
for PG&E gas service.

We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

The one‐call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re‐piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off  

tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off  

Any tank-type 
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off  

Any new faucet or 
fixture installation*

To all our Lamorinda customers:
Ho Ho Ho! You’re the best! 
We thank you for the privilege of 
hoppin’ to it for you this year!We 
wish you true peace, love and joy. 
May you have a safe and Plumb 
Hoppy Holiday.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!


