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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

. . www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTIONM INC.

General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available
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CALL TOM i
Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

ELECTRIC
“Let lls Light Up Your Life”
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Residential * Commercial ® Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured
Lic#C10-631523  wuifim
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Professional Installation of: -
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade

Sole Proprietor

Get a head start to
finding your home.

1756 Cole Avenue #203, Walnut Creek
2 Bed | 2 Bath | $1,750,000
1756ColeAve-203.com

Cheryl Hata
510.912.5885
DRE 00805132

Lori Legler
925.286.1244
DRE 00805132

A )

516 Adirondack Way, Walnut Creek
3 Bed | 2.5Bath | $859,000
516 AdirondackWay.com

Jim Colhoun
925.200.2795
DRE 01029160

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Subject to additional terms and conditions.
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Emotionally charged discussion over

housing bill
.. continued from Page Al

Pierce said she did trust
Chiu, since he is aware that
they will only support the bill
if all the amendments are
made. It was a point she
made several times.

“This has been a rush job
since day one,” said Burks,
echoing a sentiment shared
by the other council members
that the bill should be a
two-year bill to give the
public more of a chance to
weigh in. Asking for a show
of hands, Burks attempted to
demonstrate that most
residents are not familiar
with this legislation. Indeed
only a couple people in the
well-attended meeting raised
their hands.

“When is it going to
stop?” asked Burks pointing
out that for several years in a
row such bills have been
coming from Sacramento.
“When are we going to be
able to govern on our own in
the face of this state
legislature?”

Lafayette Vice Mayor
Susan Candell’s line of
questioning took a similar
path. “You are voting against
what we elected you for —is
that a conflict of interest?”
she asked.

Pierce made the point
that they chose to work with
Chiu because it was clear that
the bill would move forward
“whether we like it or not.”
Instead she said that by
working collaboratively they

have made it more palatable.

Burks commented later,
“Pierce’s record on
cheerleading on behalf of the
state legislature regarding
bills that would strip our
local control on housing and
development - thus changing
the character of our towns
and placing complete power
in Sacramento’s hands - is
disturbing and poses a
significant risk to Lafayette.
While she might subscribe to
this “75-mile screwdriver”
from Sacramento, I certainly
don’t and will fight for our
community until the very last
second I'm on this council.”

Burks added that he does
not believe Pierce should
remain the Contra Costa
Mayor’s representative to
ABAG any longer. “She has
made a conscious decision to
truly misrepresent the policy
positions of her county’s
constituents, thus leading me
to believe that she is
promoting her own
ideological agenda. If this is
the case, she has no place in
public service.”

Burks raised the
possibility of pursuing a
statewide referendum if the
bill passes in an attempt to
block it, which would require
gathering over 600,000
signatures, an idea about
which Council Member
Teresa Gerringer said she had
reservations. Gerringer said
that it was important to
explore all options including
a referendum but that she

also saw the importance of
“working with the system.”

The council also heard a
brief update from their
lobbyist, Alex Gibbs of
Townsend Public Affairs, who
explained that there had not
yet been much movement in
Sacramento since this was the
first day back after summer
recess.

Gibbs pointed out that
Aug. 30 is the last day for
fiscal bills (such as AB 1487)
to pass through
appropriations and, since
Sept. 13 is the last day of the
legislative session, it will be a
tight turnaround to get it to
the governor’s desk for his
signature or veto before Oct.
13.

Currently, according to a
May 22 letter from the mayor
to Chiu and Assembly
Member Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, Lafayette
currently has 190 multifamily
units under construction, 70
multifamily units approved
for construction, and over
500 multifamily units under
review or soon to file
applications, which he points
out is over 750 units and
nearly twice the Regional
Housing Need Allocation of
400 units. Of that at least 15%
will be affordable.

“We are doing our part
more than our neighbors
are,” said Burks, adding, “We
are fighting for local control,
not to have that stripped
away from us in
Sacramento.”

Information on legislation pertinent to Lafayette can be found on the city website at
https://www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/legislative-agenda-2019
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Ruth Eddy
925.788.5449
DRE 01313819

22 Saratoga Court, Alamo
4Bed | 25Bath | $1,549,000
22SaratogaCt.com

2324 Tice Creek Drive #4, Rossmoor
2+ Bed | 2 Bath | $739,000
2324 TiceCreek.com

Diane Reilly
510.206.2903
DRE 01029613

Access thousands of new listings before anyone else,
only at compass.com.

1048 Keith Avenue, Berkeley
3 Bed | 1Bath | $900,000

compass.com

Lisa Shaffer
925.5289278
DRE 00922957

2321 Tice Creek Drive #3, Rossmoor
2 Bed | 1Bath | $384,000

compdss.com

Shelley Ruhman
510.506.1351
DRE 01932119

Kaaren Brickman
925.351.5049
DRE 01932119
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