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Brady Aiello
By Jon Kingdon

Transitioning to college from
high school is hard enough. It
becomes that much more
onerous when you opt to play
on a football team as well. It
becomes exponentially more
difficult when you are com-
peting at a Division I school.
Brady Aiello, an Acalanes
graduate, took on the acade-
mic and athletic challenges
head on by attending and
graduating from the Univer-
sity of Oregon. Though not
drafted in the NFL, Brady
Aiello has already been
through two team’s training
camps and is currently trying
out with various NFL teams.

Aiello grew up in
Lafayette swimming, playing
football, basketball and base-
ball. His first exposure to
football was playing in the
MOL flag football league. As a
freshman at Acalanes, he
moved to his ultimate position
of offensive tackle, though he
took a hiatus from football his
sophomore year: “I wanted to
focus more on swimming at
the time so football took a
back seat until I was con-
vinced by Coach Mike
Ivankovich to come back out
for football.”

High school football
prospects are rated from one
to five stars. After sitting out
his sophomore season, Aiello
was starting from scratch,
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Ivankovich said: “He did not
have any stars in the begin-
ning so he was behind in the
recruiting game, but the tools
were there. A legitimate
prospect needs three ele-
ments: height/weight/speed,
playing ability and the acade-
mics. Brady had the profile
and the academics along with
the intangibles. He is a great
athlete, articulate, intelligent,
super loyal to his teammates
and was very humble.”

Ivankovich, who is cur-
rently teaching and coaching
at Las Lomas High School, saw
potential in Aiello that he did
not see in himself: “I sat down
with Brady and his parents
before his junior year. I told
them that he could become a
Division I football player. I
don’t think that he had really
considered that, though he re-
ally had the size, athleticism,
intelligence, and intensity to
play at that level. I told him
that if he were willing to go all
in on trying to do it then I
would go all in on with him.
He worked really hard for me
and my defensive coordinator
Michael Ross-Nathans and we
worked on things that I knew
that recruiters would want to
see.”

At the conclusion of his
senior year, Aiello had devel-
oped into a four-star prospect
having earned MaxPreps Di-
vision III first-team all-state
honors as well as All-West Re-
gion recognition by PrepStar.
It was not the recognition that
Aiello found most satisfying
about playing at Acalanes:
“Even though we did not win
any championships at
Acalanes, the overall experi-
ence was the best takeaway. It
was like Friday night lights,
playing with my friends and it
was always fun competing
against Campolindo.”

The recruiting process
was a family experience for
Aiello: “My father (Brian)
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would drive me to all of the
camps and other football
events and my mom (Jennifer)
played a huge factor in the
whole recruiting scheme. She
would send mail to all the
coaches and direct message
them on social media. With-
out Coach Ivankovich con-
vincing me that I could play
Division I football, none of
this would have ever
happened.”

Aiello always had the
height — maxing out at 6’7” —
but putting on the weight was
another story. From his ju-
nior year in high school, he
went from 235 to 265 to 285 to
295 and finally to 315 pounds
his senior year at Oregon. He
did everything the right way,
Ivankovich said: “He was a
healthy eater and did it the
right way. He didn’t just eat
lots of food or force down
supplements. Brady ate
healthy and trained intelli-
gently. He also ran 4.8 in the
40-yard dash his senior year
at Acalanes.”

Yet, it took time for
Aiello’s name to come to the
attention of the Division I
schools: “After my junior year,
there were a number of
camps that I went to, like the
NIKE NFTC camp, the Rivals
Yahoo camp and a Washing-
ton State satellite camp in the
East Bay. A couple of weeks
later, I was offered a football
scholarship by Washington
State and once the word got
out that they had offered me a
scholarship, the word spread
and it seemed like every sin-
gle day another coach would
come by to visit with me at
school.”

It became Ivankovich’s
job to keep things under con-
trol for Aiello: “As a senior, it
was just a flood with the re-
cruiters for Brady. Every day
there would be two or three
guys lined up to meet with
him. When he made a re-
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cruiting visit to Oregon, they
made the whole production to
make him feel welcome, of-
fered him a scholarship and
he soon made the commit-
ment to attend Oregon. After
committing to Oregon, he shut
it down, not taking trips or
engaging with other schools.
He was very true to Oregon.”

There were three things
about Oregon that most ap-
pealed to Aiello: geography,
facilities and academics.
“Oregon had just come off a
national championship and
that was a strong factor," he
said. "I liked being able to get
out of California and check
out a whole new state and not
be so far away where I could
not see my family a lot. It was
just a seven-hour drive from
Lafayette and my parents
were able came up to every
single home game that I
played.”

It was hard to look past
the athletic facilities at the
University of Oregon, much of
which has been funded by
Phil Knight and Nike: “When I
went up to their summer
camp, I was able to check out
the campus and the facilities
and it definitely blew me
away,” Aiello said. “Oregon
has set the bar for every

school regarding facilities. For
example, the weight room has
hard wood floors, using wood
that has only a 4% acceptance
rate. It was all first class.”

Aiello was redshirted (sit-
ting out the season but main-
taining his athletic eligibility)
as a freshman which helped
in the adjustment to college:
“At first it was a challenge to
have to do everything on your
own and then balancing it
with football. It was all new
to me, but I soon got into the
swing of things. The whole
transition of doing everything
on your own and the schedule
is a lot more complex when
you get to college and play
football, which is a complete
job in and of itself. Not play-
ing in the games did decrease
the stress level my first year in
college. Oregon had great aca-
demics and a beautiful cam-
pus, and I had a great time
studying business.”

Aiello graduated in four
years with a degree in Gen-
eral Business. Aiello showed
up well prepared for the aca-
demic rigors of college:
“Acalanes really prepared me;
it’s a great school academi-
cally and I never felt behind
the eight ball in college.
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Classified -

Hair Care Services

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Renee's
Jenior fenvices

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?

Or a little companionship
Call Renee: 925-393-8732
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Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

" Fencing I Handyman [l Construction |

Custom Quality Fencing

SEKEN'S

__ REDWOODFENCING " REDWOOD FENCING

l L || 925-938-9836

* Good Nelghbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman

Y NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com






