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www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Orinda Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, Oct. 20, 7 p.m.
Regular Meeting

By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Finance Advisory Committee
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Gorgeous lot with
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dana@danareedyhomes.com

DRE 01880723

1148 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette

3Bed 1Bath 1,544 Sq Ft

2 Acres $1,495,000

Orinda hires consultant to assess economic
aspects of housing on downtown development

By Sora O'Doherty

How much housing in
downtown Orinda is needed
to drive an upscale grocery
store to open there? More
restaurants? Other ameni-
ties? Those are some of the
estimates that the Down-
town Subcommittee found
they lacked in trying to
come up with a draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Report for
the Orinda downtown pre-
cise plan.

The downtown subcom-
mittee put out a request for
bids for an economic analy-
sis, and then reviewed the
applications it received at a
Sept. 30 public meeting. Af-
ter hearing presentations
from three firms, the sub-
committee recommended
that the city council autho-
rize a contract with Eco-
nomic & Planning Systems,
an Oakland firm, and on
Oct. 6 the council selected
EPS for the project, beating
out Lisa Wise Consulting
and BAE Urban Economic
for the contract.

EPS has been around
since 1983 serving Oakland,
Contra Costa County and

Alameda County submar-
kets, and specializing in real
estate market and develop-
ment feasibility studies and
fiscal analysis. Principal Ja-
son Moody has been with
the firm for over 20 years,
and will be assisted by Ben
Sigmund, who has 20 years
of experience in land use
economics, and Kate
Traynor who previously
worked for HUD and was a
consultant for the San Fran-
cisco board of supervisors.

Mentioning that the firm
worked for the city of
Danville, looking at upzon-
ing their old town and what
kinds of incentives would be
required, Sigman and
Moody responded to ques-
tions by downtown subcom-
mittee member Nick Kosla,
including how many resi-
dential units are required to
draw retail and restaurants,
as neighboring Lafayette has
done.

EPS representatives
pointed to work on 4th
Street in Berkeley. Moody
said that it took a while to
get 4th Street right, to subsi-
dize an anchor draw. Sig-
man explained that ever
since the dissolution of re-

development agencies, cities
have used all manner of
density bonuses, and EPS
does test bonus programs on
both public and private sec-
tor projects.

When Kosla said that
Orinda is looking to inform
its downtown specific plan,
Moody replied, “You are
talking our language!”

“This is what we do,” he
continued. “We’ve worked
on three or four now, pro-
viding fiscal analysis, cost
and benefit, affordability,
costs, public safety and
maintenance. We provide a
robust fiscal analysis pack-
age,” he said, adding, “We
can do it easily because
we’ve done it SO many times
before.”

When Mayor Darlene
Gee asked Moody what his
thoughts are for when we go
back to normal times after
the very unprecedented
time in the world of COVID,
he replied: “Retail is the eye
of the storm, transforming
significantly in a very short
time.” He actually thinks
that there is a silver lining
for smaller communities.
“Early indications are that
when people are working at

home, they do their shop-
ping in their own communi-
ties more, including
lunchtime expenditures and
local errands.” Still, he rec-
ognizes that retailers who
haven’t fully embraced the
internet are going to be in
trouble. Streetscape is be-
coming more important, he
opined, and Orinda has an
advantage in that it already
has a nice, walkable down-
town. Vice Mayor Amy
Worth agreed that a big fac-
tor in economic viability is
having outdoor space, and
speculated that during a
pandemic, people are more
comfortable staying in their
OWn community.

Although city council
approval was required for
the EPS contract, it is not re-
quired for smaller contracts
like one with a creek con-
sultant. Planning Director
Drummond Buckley noted
that the city has not spent
any money yet on the creek,
but it's a long overdue ex-
penditure and not a tremen-
dous cost: "We are really
giving the city the most bang
for its buck.”

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices
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For more information go to:

WWW.OrindaRoadFacts.info

Paid for by Orindans for Fair Road Funding
FPPC # Pending

WRONG TAX

- Measure R is a road tax masquerading as fire prevention tax
It’s a General Tax, which the City can use as it wishes for 20 years

- This tax is insufficient to meet our fire mitigation needs
The City earmarks too little for fire mitigation

- Orinda requires a small, short-term tax dedicated to fire prevention
A $150 / five-year parcel tax could only be spent on fire prevention
and will provide more funds for fuel reduction

WRONG TIME

- No need to double a sales tax on businesses and residents in
the middle of a pandemic and economic uncertainty

- Our present sales tax expires in 2023 and is sufficient for the
city’s needs until then

WE NEED

« A tax which will provide dedicated funds for fire prevention
« A tax to maintain all of Orinda’s roads and storm drains

Vote to Re-Elect Inga Miller

www.lngaForOrinda.com

-

DEDICATED - THOUGHTFUL - BALANCED

JOIN LEADERS IN ENDORSING INGA MILLER

STATE SENATORS
State Sen. Steve Glazer
Retired State Sen. Don Perata

.| COUNTY SUPERVISOR
Candace Andersen

ORINDA CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Darlene Gee
¥ Vice Mayor Amy Worth
‘ Councilmember Dennis Fay
- Councilmember Nick Kosla
1

ORINDA UNION SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
President Cara Hoxie

Vice President Liz Daoust

Board Member Carol Brown

Board Member Jason Kaune

Board Member Hillary Weiner

ACALANES UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
Board Member for Orinda, Chris Severson

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
Board Member Sarah Butler

COMMUNITY LEADERS

Toris Jaeger, Naturalist

Carlos Baltodano, President of the Orinda Association
Dick Burkhalter, Orinda Rotary

Chris Laszcz-Davis, Lamorinda Presents

Gene Gottfried, CERT, retired MOFD Board Member

FORMER MAYORS
Laura Abrams

State Sen. Steve Glazer

Joyce Hawkins
Bill Judge
Bobbie Landers
Tom McCormick
Dean Orr
Victoria Smith
Sue Severson

Paid for by Inga Miller for Orinda City Council 2020 FPPC # 1388379





