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Matai Bell — from Cougar to Cadet

... continued from Page C2

Under the tutelage of offensive
line coach Bill Leavy, Bell would
quickly develop and by his senior year,
he would be named to the first team
for the following groups: All-Bay Area,
West Coast Prep, Chronicle All-Metro
and the Bay Area News Group. Bell
was also ranked the No. 2 ranked of-
fensive lineman by West Coast Preps.
“Bill was hard on us, but he taught us
the game by always focusing on the
little things. He would know if a play
was off immediately. We would hear
him yelling at and correcting us from
the sidelines.”

After Leavy retired, his son Brian
replaced him for Bell’s senior year.
“Brian really focused on getting us in
shape over the summer. He really
wanted us to pound the ball,” Bell said.
“Overall, I went through a lot, and I
had a truly great experience playing
for the Cougars.”

It was more than just football for
Bell at Campolindo. Bell was part of
the group that started the Black Stu-
dent Union his freshman year and was

a leader of that group as well. Not sur-
prisingly, Kevin Macy was his favorite
teacher (math), but the rest of the staff
ran a close second. “Iloved just about
all of the teachers at Campolindo,” Bell
said. “They took me in, and they knew
when I was struggling and when I
needed help to get to the next level.”

As difficult as things were for
everyone with the coronavirus, Bell
learned to take things in stride. “After
losing the last year and a half, I
learned to enjoy the little things.
Things were harder for me since I
lived so far away so I learned to take
everything with a grain of salt and to
appreciate how fast things can be
taken away from you.”

Attending West Point has been

a long-held dream for Bell. With
grandparents from both sides of his
family along with several other rela-
tives having been part of the military,

Bell wanted to follow in their footsteps.

After taking an unofficial visit to West
Point, all doubt was removed from his
mind. “Once I saw how beautiful the
campus was, hearing all the stories
about the history of the Academy, see-

ing the bond between the cadets walk-
ing around and saluting each other, I
just knew that this was the place I
wanted to be. I have always watched
the Army-Navy games and to actually
have the opportunity to eventually
play in that game, it was a no-brainer
for me.”

The application process was far
more extensive than at other schools
having to submit a medical form and
taking a fitness test twice. Bell will be
attending the West Point Prep School
so he will not be using up a year of
football eligibility but will be playing
for the prep team against teams like
the Naval Academy Prep Team.

“Attending the West Point Prep
School is done to facilitate the acade-
mic success of these cadets,” said Gene
McIntyre, the Senior Associate Athletic
Director for Recruiting at West Point.
“This one-year program will ensure
that Matai and the others will have the
foundation to be successful at the
academy.”

According to Alex Lane, a football
trainer at West Point, the players do
not receive any special treatment.
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“They will go through what the other
cadets have to go through - learning
how to be a soldier, taking account-
ability and learning military bearing.
Life as a cadet is nothing like their se-
nior year in high school.”

Along with the academic de-
mands, there are physical demands
that must be met by all the cadets
when they show up on July 12. “Pri-
marily, 'm preparing for all these
miles I'm going to have to run when I
get there,” Bell said. “They already
know that the big guys are not going to
be able to run the times required for
all the cadets, but I am still preparing
myself to do the best that I can.”

Bell, who will be majoring in In-
ternational Business, understands that
going from California to upstate New
York will be a new experience. “I'm
excited and a little scared since I've
only lived in California,” Bell said. “It’s
going to be totally different environ-
ment but I'm excited to see new
things.”
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Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY
1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800
Orinda Safeway!
Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)
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We’re right across the street from !:

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!

We’re open M-Th 11a—-9:00p
everyday! Fri —Sat 11a - 9:30p
Sundays 11a - 8:30p
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PAINTING

CAN TRUST
925-247-0092

Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

MARK BELLINGHAM

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Authentic Mexican $pecialties

Mixed Fajitas

Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito
Margaritas, Wine & Beer

Kids Menu

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987
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Orinda Uillage ﬂnhquus

Luhing Ten

in the
"L:nl_.]!ish .ﬂ:l;mnrr
L L tl‘l

Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

The UPS Store s

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed

Our location:
21 Orinda Way Ste C
Orinda, CA 94563

v/ Shipping

v Notary Services

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm

Park Place ™

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC.
A Registered Investment Advisor
e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Prin(iﬁals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

To advertise on

Shop Orinda call
925.377.0977

Summertime is for Reading

— Ask About Our Kids
Summer Reading Challenge

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

q Books,

Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606

v Copying, Finishing Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v/ Business Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/2643
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| Farmers' Market

A Ohinctes Village

Order Online at

orindafarmersmarket.org
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