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Lafayette City Council appoints Kwok to fill vacancy

Wei-Tai Kwok

Lamo archive
By Lou Fancher

The city council at the end of
a special meeting on Aug. 24
appointed 19-year Lafayette
resident Wei-Tai Kwok to fill
the vacancy created by

the resignation of council
member Cameron Burks ear-
lier this summer. Following a
3-1 vote, with Mayor Susan
Candell the sole “nay” vote,
City Manager Niroop Srivatsa
placed a Zoom call to Kwok.
City Clerk and Municipal In-
formation Officer Joanne
Robbins read the oath of of-
fice as Kwok was sworn in at
the online meeting.

Kwok was one of three fi-
nalists interviewed at the
Aug. 24 meeting. Other can-
didates included Farschad
Farzan and Karen Maggio.
Kwok will serve on the city
council until the next regu-
larly scheduled municipal
election in November 2022.

Kwok for 17 years suc-
cessfully pursued a career as
a diversity and cross-cultural
community consultant before
pivoting his vocational focus

and working for over a
decade in the solar and re-
newable energy field. He has
a Bachelor of Arts in econom-
ics and political science from
Yale University and is the
parent with his wife, Violet
Kwok, of one daughter and
one son. The Kwok children
attended Happy Valley Ele-
mentary School, Stanley Mid-
dle School, and Acalanes High
School. Kwok has served on a
subcommittee of the
Lafayette Environmental Task
Force and has been an active
member of the Lafayette
Community DEI (diversity,
equity, and inclusion) Com-
mittee. He is past president
and a four-year member of
Sustainable Lafayette.

At the July 12 council
meeting, Srivatsa noted the
vacancy was required to be
filled within 60 days of Burks’
June 28 resignation; Kwok’s
appointment on Aug. 24 met
the 60-day deadline.

The council during the
interview process received
approximately 21 comments
prior to the Aug. 19 meeting
and 26 comments submitted
before the final meeting on
Aug. 24, and the council men-
tioned frequent conversations
and written or survey feed-
back from people in the com-
munity about the process, the
candidates, and about their
priorities as residents of
Lafayette.

Kwok in his answers to
council members’ questions
repeatedly emphasized lis-
tening to a diversity of voices
and considering written com-
munications and feedback
from surveys with open

minds to ensure the commu-
nity will “drive the roadmap
forward.” He emphasized an
organic, humanistic approach
that avoided codifying survey
data and said if the city and
its people send an aggregate
message demonstrating con-
tinued interest in maintaining
open spaces, supporting a
lively, likable and walkable
downtown core, funding and
participating in area schools’
educational strength and rep-
utation, actively preserving a
sustainable environment
while meeting State require-
ments for residential housing,
encouraging commercial de-
velopment with safety, the
climate and density in mind,
and more - those metrics
when reconciled with the
General Plan should consti-
tute the city’s mission and
vision.

Asked specifically a num-
ber of questions about state
versus local land control,
Kwok said he strongly favors
local control. Tying his re-
sponse on housing to his
highest priorities — wildfire
safety and the drought, two
issues he said will not be
solved quickly — he suggested
Senate Bill 9 (SB9) is legisla-
tive overreach. By rezoning
parcels throughout the city
and spreading increased den-
sity into areas with already
congested arterial roads,
Kwok said the state’s “one
size fits all approach might be
easiest, but it isn’t best.” In-
stead, he advocates for
Lafayette to renegotiate hous-
ing element increases of just
over 2,000 to more reasonable
numbers and continue to ad-

vocate for local control when
it comes to zoning.

As an advocate for cen-
tering most of the density in-
creases in the downtown
core, Kwok said a stronger in-
frastructure must be built to
preserve pedestrian and traf-
fic safety, especially near
schools, and funding must be
adequate to improve and
meet demands for greater city
services such as water, sewer
and electrical systems.

Referencing past sales tax
measures and general obliga-
tion bonds that voters in
Lafayette have failed to pass,
Kwok said, “We have priori-
ties, but we’re not willing to
fund them.” The comment,
while critical, came with con-
text as Kwok acknowledged
that bond measures not ade-
quately made specific to their
application are not likely to
pass. He said more likely to
pass are revenue bonds that
would, for example, be con-
nected to having city-owned,
revenue-generating busi-
nesses become a part of fu-
ture development of Lafayette
Square. Collaborations with
other cities to obtain federal
funding for larger infrastruc-
ture projects such as rebuild-
ing roads offered additional
possibilities, according to
Kwok. He is hopeful that good
vision and strong communi-
cation efforts will produce
willingness for registered
voters to approve sales tax or
bond measures.

In written comments
submitted to the council
Kwok issued statements sup-
porting making Lafayette a
zero-carbon city by 2040. Bol-

stering a diverse downtown
core that is walkable and of-
fers a blend of residential and
commercial opportunities is a
priority; with emphasis on
climate crisis solutions, envi-
ronmental justice, and im-
proving social and racial di-
visiveness in part through
more affordable housing.
Overall, Kwok cast himself as
a practical person who will
bring to the council new ideas
for facing the unprecedented
challenges as society emerges
from the pandemic and ad-
dresses systemic racial
inequities.

Council Member Gina
Dawson said Kwok brought a
“needed voice” and is “in
tune” with the community.
Vice Mayor Teresa Gerringer
said he is a “forward vision
thinker.” Mayor Candell re-
mained concerned his differ-
ences in policy positions from
her own would prove to be an
obstacle. Council Member
Carl Andurij, after delivering
strong support for the experi-
ence and policy positions of
candidate Karen Maggio,
joined with Gerringer and
Dawson to support Kwok.

After being sworn in,
Kwok said he appreciated
commentary from the council
and members of the commu-
nity during the process and
was grateful and humbled by
the enthusiastic volunteerism
of council members and peo-
ple in Lafayette. He said it’s
important to remain open to
learning, changing his mind
when called for, and he
pledged to give thoughtful
consideration to all
viewpoints.

Johnny’s Donuts extended hours delight community

By Sora O’Doherty

Cambodian immigrant Kim
Soeung has made area resi-
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BATTERSBY.

5 Black Forest Ct, Lafayette
SYLISH AND SOPHISTICATED

STUNNING UPDATES, DESIGNER FEATURES
PICTURESQUE PRIVATE LANE, SUPERB CLOSE-IN LOC
TOP RATED LAFAYETTE SCHOOLS — HAPPY VALLEY

4 Bedrooms + Office 3 Baths

Sun drenched, naturally light, high vaulted ceilings, skylights,
walls of glass doors & expansive windows, it’s the perfect home
for today’s California living, and it’s move-in ready.

Offered for $2,195,000

Ashley Battersby

Linda Ehrich
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersoyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com
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dents very happy by extend-
ing the hours of the popular
donut shop, Johnny’s in
Lafayette. When she ac-
quired the shop at the begin-
ning of the pandemic in
March 2020, she extended the
hours from a 2 p.m. closing to
a 5:30 p.m. closing time, and
recently added Sunday hours
from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Soeung grew up in Cam-
bodia, and entered into an
arranged marriage in 1981

when she was 19 years old
that brought her to California
in 1998. She has a full-time
job in the medical device in-
dustry, which she keeps even
now. She set aside her
dreams of obtaining a college
degree in engineering when
told that her oldest daughter
needed help with her school-
work. Soeung has three
daughters. The eldest has just
graduated from UC Irvine, the
middle girl is in college now,

and her youngest daughter
attends Stanley Middle
School. The family recently
moved to Lafayette, close to
the shop.

When Soeung was living
in San Jose, she decided that
she wanted to become a
donut shop owner. She got a
job working in a donut shop
to learn the trade, before
buying her first shop in San
Jose, Manley’s Donuts.
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Surgery

*  Facelift C
e Facial Implants C
* Neck Lift C

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Laser & Non-Surgical Services

* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers (UVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a well-known Facial
Plastic Surgeon with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private practice in
Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

TAMPLEN




