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City council agrees that Charles Hill Circle home
worthy of historic landmark

By Sora O'Doherty

The denial by the planning
commission to grant historic
landmark status to a residence
at 12 Charles Hill Circle was re-
versed by the city council on
appeal on Oct. 19. The council
members noted that it was a
tough decision for a number of
reasons, including the fact that
the landmark status had origi-
nally been recommended by
the Historic Landmarks Com-
mittee but was denied by the
planning commission with only
five members present at the
time.

Homeowner and appellant
Nathan Ogle, an architect, has
owned the home since 2009.
The single family residence on
over three-quarters of an acre
was designed by architect Paul
Hamilton, who lived in the
home and used it as his office
for about a decade. The origi-
nal landscaping was designed
by renown landscape architect
Lawrence Halprin, but little of
the original landscaping
survives.

The application has been
vigorously opposed by the ap-
plicant’s neighbors on Charles
Hill Circle, who have argued
that the applicant seeks the
designation in order to inter-
fere with their properties. In
fact, the applicant did oppose
plans by his neighbor to re-
move a tree and widen a drive-
way, but Planning Director
Drummond Buckley, who pre-
sented the staff report to the
council, emphasized that that
argument had been denied and
that the historic landmark sta-
tus would apply solely to the
one house, 12 Charles Hill
Circle.

There was also consider-
able doubt about the status of
Paul Hamilton. The architect
designed about five homes in
Orinda and many others else-
where. It was agreed that none
of his homes have been granted
historic landmark status thus
far. The applicant claims that
their home is a well-preserved
example of the Second Bay
Tradition in modern architec-
ture.

In order to be granted his-
toric landmark status, a prop-
erty must be found to meet
three of eight criteria. The
planning commission found
that 12 Charles Hill Circle met
only one condition, criterion E,
that the building contains ele-
ments of architectural design,
detail and materials or crafts-
manship which represent a
significant architectural inno-
vation. However the city coun-
cil members agreed that the
residence met three criteria,
criterion E, as well as criteria A
and D. A specifies that the
character, interest or value is
part of the development, her-
itage or cultural characteristics
of Orinda, the state of Califor-
nia, the United States of Amer-
ica or Native Americans; D is
that the building represents a
distinctive example of an ar-
chitectural period, style or
movement or its identification
as the work of an architect or
master builder whose work has
influenced the development of
the city.

The council could not
agree on C, that the proposed
landmark is associated with a
person who significantly con-
tributed to the culture, history
and development of the city.
But meeting criteria A, D, and E

was sufficient to warrant the
landmark status.

All of the city council
members had questions and
concerns regarding the prop-
erty. Vice Mayor Dennis Fay
asked about any burden the
status would place on the
property owner and also on his
neighbors. Buckley responded
that only the exterior house
structure and entry courtyard
would be protected. Any pro-
posed changes to the protected
structure would require a
landmark improvement plan to
be approved by the Planning
Commission. He emphasized
that the landmark status placed
no restrictions on any sur-
rounding properties. Fay was
also glad to find out that there
are provisions that allow the
city council to revoke a land-
mark designation if they deem
it necessary.

Council Member Darlene
Gee asked the applicant why he
wanted the historic landmark
status for his home. He replied
that, although it was a lot of
hard work, as an architect he
viewed preserving the home as
“my legacy for the city, and my
children’s legacy for the city.”
He stressed that he wishes to
give back his knowledge to the
next generation. He added
that, having been the archi-
tect’s residence, “this house has
memories in it.”

In public comments,
preservation architect Mark
Hulbert said that the subject
house lacks strength of charac-
ter, and that the architect is ob-
scure. In his opinion, “neither
the architect nor the house is
historically important to the
city of Orinda.” Leslie Lundin
who owns 14 Charles Hill Circle

said she would love to see the
home restored, but contended
that the applicant “is trying to
bully his neighbors and the city
council.” She pointed out that
the architect has never had a
house designated as historically
significant and that his work
was derivative. She also noted
that the home has been exten-
sively altered and the original
landscaping is gone.

Todd Williams, a land use
attorney representing Lundin
posited that Criterion A would
apply to almost half the houses
in Orinda. He also averred that
Hamilton was not a significant
architect and that his work was
not innovative. Bobbi Landers.
former Orinda mayor and
chair of the Historic Land-
marks Committee also ad-
dressed the council. She said
that the committee is very dili-
gent and has only landmarked
four to five houses thus far.

Local attorney David Trot-
ter, who represents the appel-
lant, urged the council to seize
the day and designate the Paul
Hamilton house as a unique
example of the Second Bay
Tradition. “This is an opportu-
nity you don’t get every day,”
he urged. He also mentioned
that the owner is in discussion
with a book publisher about
the house.

Mayor Amy Worth talked
about the history of architec-
ture in Orinda, and concluded
that Paul Hamilton, while not
comparable to famous archi-
tects Frank Lloyd Wright or
Richard Neutra who designed
two homes with historic land-
mark status in Orinda, did con-
tribute to the identity of
Orinda. The measure passed
unanimously.
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Schools focus on COVID and other

safety issues

By Sora O'Doherty

Lamorinda schools are work-
ing with Walnut Creek schools
to make sure that rapid testing
is available to every student
and parent every day in the
greater Walamorinda area.
Since the return to school for
the 2021-22 academic year,
there have been protocols in
effect that require students to
be tested if they exhibit any
symptoms or are notified of an
exposure incident. The test,
which is required for the stu-
dent to return to school, has
not been easy to obtain in the
recent past.

Each school appears to
present the testing information
in a different format on the
school’s website. However, as
of Oct. 12, Orinda Union Dis-
trict School superintendent
Aida Glimme says that the sys-
tem has been upgraded in an
effort to make rapid tests more
available. Results of the rapid
antigen tests are generally
available within 20 minutes.
The goal is to make sure that
students miss as little school as
possible, while making sure
that everyone is protected to
the greatest extent. Scheduling
is being provided by the Global
Virus Pass, a system being used
by most school districts, ac-
cording to Glimme. Neverthe-
less, parents are reporting on
social media and in person that
they are experiencing difficul-
ties trying to get their children
tested.

From the OUSD website,
parents can see where rapid
antigen tests or PCR tests are
being offered every school day
in Lamorinda and Walnut
Creek. The current schedule
for tests is: Monday, Stanley
Middle School, and Lafayette
and Moraga Community Li-
brary; Tuesday, Acalanes Union

High School District; Wednes-
day, Tice Creek Elementary,
Walnut Creek and Orinda
Union School District Office;
Thursday, Burton Valley Ele-
mentary, Lafayette; and Friday,
Orinda Union School District
Office.

All sites except Acalanes
currently offer both types of
tests. Acalanes does not offer
rapid antigen testing, but is in
the process of getting them, ac-
cording to Nick Carpenter,
AUHSD Director of School Ser-
vices who had been assigned to
COVID testing and contact
tracing. Like other schools,
AUHSD has a nurse who ad-
ministers rapid antigen tests to
students who have been ex-
posed and are on modified
quarantine. Carpenter noted
that the test clinic at AUHSD is
being used almost exclusively
by younger children, not high
school students.

There are a number of cir-
cumstances that require a stu-
dent be tested before being al-
lowed to return to school,
ranging from having a stom-
achache to being exposed to
someone who tested positive
for COVID. In the latter case,
the student will be tested by
the school nurse and placed on
a modified quarantine, which
allows the student to continue
attending school.

Testing is only one of the
weapons being employed in
the fight against the virus. Ac-
cording to John Nickerson,
AUHSD superintendent, there
have only been three cases in
the past six weeks, which he
says shows that mitigation ef-
forts are working. The schools
report that there have been no
incidents of COVID being
transmitted at school thus far.
However, he pointed out the
schools rely upon their HVAC
systems and air filters to pro-
tect students and staff. He

noted that in the event of a
public safety power shutoff the
schools would be forced to shut
down because they would lack
power to operate these sys-
tems.

Miramonte principal Ben
Campopiano reported that
while there have been no
COVID cases at Miramonte in
over six weeks, wellness center
visits have ticked higher this
year. OUSD’s Glimme agreed
that academics are going really
well, but she said that the chal-
lenge is mental health. “Stu-
dents are struggling to interact
in person,” she explained.
“Some who have never been to
school in person; social inter-
action is crucial,” she contin-
ued. Glimme said that OUSD’s
main focus right now is the in-
creased need for mental health
support.

COVID is only one of the
safety issues of concern to the
schools. Another issue that has
been getting a lot of attention
recently is the safety of stu-
dents on their way to and from
schools, following several traf-
fic incidents, including the
death of a school crossing
guard and injury of a child
outside Stanley Middle School
in Lafayette and the serious in-
jury of a child skateboarding to
Las Lomas High School in Wal-
nut Creek. This has been the
subject of a number of meet-
ings recently between mayors,
city managers, and the school
boards.

Orinda Mayor Amy Worth
says that what is required is
that the whole community slow
down. “The tragedy in
Lafayette reminds us that we
have congestion,” she said in a
recent interview. “We are
looking at structural things
that we can do to make the
roads safer, but,” she says, “it
has to be a community aware-
ness campaign.”

Friends of Orinda Library purchase
phone charging cabinet

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda Library will soon
feature a locking phone
charging cabinet, donated by
the Friends of the Orinda Li-
brary. The cabinet contains
eight bays into which users

can place their phone for
charging. Each bay will se-
curely lock with a personal
pin code. The cabinet will
provide rapid charging for
both Android and Apple
phones. Because it can be
hooked up to a generator, it

can also be used during Pub-
lic Safety Power Shutdowns
(PSPSs). The Friends an-
nounced at the Orinda
Mayor’s Liaison Meeting on
Oct. 12 that the cabinet will
be made available to Orinda
during any upcoming PSPSs.



