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Happy Spring!

Contact me anytime
for a market update.

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and

announcements Dana Reedy
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Sale Pending!

1523 Wicklow Court

5Bed 3.5Bath 2,610 Sq Ft
Representing Seller

Just Sold!

2865 San Benito Drive

4 Bed 2.5Bath 1786 Sq Ft
Representing Buyer

Orinda again closes the door on Marin Clean Energy

By Sora O’Doherty

Yet again the Orinda City Coun-
cil has refused to even consider
the possibility of joining Marin
Clean Energy. Mayor Dennis
Fay expressed himself to be “ex-
tremely disappointed” as his
motion to explore the questions
surrounding joining the com-
munity choice aggregator failed
to receive a second from Vice
Mayor Inga Miller or council
members Amy Worth or Nick
Kosla. Council Member Darlene
Gee recused herself because her
husband is retired from Pacific
Gas and Electric Co.

Marin Clean Energy is one
of a number of community
choice aggregators in the state
of California and was the first in
California. Launched by Marin
County in 2010, MCE provides
electricity service to more than
a million residents and busi-
nesses in 34 member communi-
ties across four Bay Area coun-
ties: Contra Costa, Napa, Marin
and Solano. Contra Costa County
is a member community, as are
14 of the 19 cities within the
county, save only Orinda, Anti-
och, Brentwood, Clayton, and
Hercules.

The item was on the April
19 agenda as a matter initiated

after Miramonte High School
student Kaitlyn Roach asked the
city to consider joining MCE.
Roach is president of the
school’s Climate Action Club,
and recently succeeded in get-
ting the city to agree to commit
to joining Sustainable Contra
Costa County.

The council had two con-
troversial items on its agenda,
and attracted very large num-
bers of people attending the
Zoom meeting. The council
proceeded to consider the draft
Housing Element first (see story,
Page A7). The discussion went
on for hours. At some point, the
council realized that it would
have to continue some other
matters on the agenda, and did
so, but kept the discussion about
MCE until the end of the
evening, requiring votes to ex-
tend the meeting past 11 p.m.
twice.

The matter was introduced
by City Manager David Biggs,
who noted that staff provided
some background, but if the
council was interested in revis-
iting the question of joining
MCE, he suggested that they
could invite MCE and PG&E to
come and make presentations to
answer the council’s questions.
Biggs added that the city of Fair-
field is the most recent to join

MCE, and that he had talked to
the city about their experience.
Biggs also reported talking to
the mayor and staff in Lafayette,
who said that joining MCE was a
little bit time consuming, but
that the amount of time re-
quired after getting in is “pretty
minimal.” Biggs also talked to
the MCE member from Danville.

The council received some
22 emails before the meeting
about MCE and heard public
comments during the meeting.
Roach urged the council to join
MCE and make it easy and ef-
fective to support cleaner en-
ergy in the future.

Nick Waranoff strongly ob-
jected to the item. “If MCE were
that good,” he said, “it would be
an opt-in program, not an opt-
out one.” (The legislation al-
lowing CCAs requires that they
be opt-out.) He made a number
of points, including that PG&E
offers fully renewable energy
just like MCE does (although
PG&E's 100% renewable energy
is not currently available), and
that “once you get into a joint
powers agreement, there is no
exit.”

A fact sheet provide by MCE
to the city council earlier states
that a jurisdiction could with-
draw from the JPA, but could be
responsible for reimbursing

MCE for the long-term energy
contracts purchased on behalf
of the jurisdiction. However, it
might be possible for MCE to
make adjustments to short-term
energy contracts, according to
MCE. “If another new jurisdic-
tion is joining MCE near the
same time, the energy pur-
chased on behalf of the existing
jurisdiction could be transi-
tioned to the new jurisdiction.”
Since its inception in 2010, no
community has left MCE’s JPA.
Most of the public com-
ments, both in writing and at
the Zoom meeting, were staunch
supporters of joining MCE.
Latika Malkani, a member of the
Supplemental Sales Tax Over-
sight Committee, addressed a
few big picture points. When
the matter came before the
council in the past, she said,
MCE and CCAs were very new,
but now there is so much infor-
mation available showing that
the concept has been tested and
proved very successful in other
communities. “I am a huge
supporter,” she said, “and now
Orinda is behind the game, hav-
ing not signed on to a CCA and
given our residents a choice.”
Malkani added that many other
students would have spoken if
the council had reached the
matter earlier in the evening.
Former Moraga Mayor
Lynda Deschambault said,

“When I was the mayor of Mor-
aga I used to look to Orinda, but
Orinda has really fallen behind
the curve.” She urged the coun-
cil to move forward to at least
put the matter on a future
agenda, as did Mike Roemer,
Matt Forgarty, and Charles
Porges. Supporters who submit-
ted written comments included
the League of Women Voters. A
professor from Berkeley’s Haas
Graduate Business School, of-
fered the council an analysis of
CCAs in general and urged them
to perhaps shop around before
selecting one.

Waranoff and Judy Sher-
wood were the only written
comments opposing MCE, with
Sherwood suggesting that MCE
is “nothing but a scam,” and un-
regulated. Speaking to the
Lamorinda Weekly after the
meeting, Jenna Tenney, MCE’s
Marketing and Communications
Manager, explained that while
the California Public Utilities
Commission does not regulate
MCE’s rate setting, it does regu-
late other aspects of the busi-
ness. Rates are set by MCE’s
board, which is made up of rep-
resentatives of local
governments.

Miller argued that in voting
on things that are going to be
the basis of rates, Lafayette and
Moraga have like a 1% of the
vote. MCE has stated that its
board operates generally under
a one-community-one-vote pol-
icy and has never called a
weighted vote based on the
electric load of each member
community. Miller agreed with
Waranoff.

... continued on Page A8

Beauty and Charm, Classic Orinda!

PENDING ~ 9 LANORIA, ORINDA

3 Beds @ 3FullBaths ® 3,034 Sq.Ft. ® .48 Acre Lot

3Beds e 2 Full Baths e 2,284 Sq. Ft. e .79 Acre Lot

This magical mid-century single story masterpiece is located up

a private driveway off of a private lane lined with redwood trees,
adjacent to the lush green Orinda Country Club golf course.

The home features a gable roof that flattens at the perimeter, a
motif inspired by Japanese architecture. This residence has been
preserved and the original design features are intact. The home
lives like a four bedroom with one room split by a unique variation
of a shoji screen to create an additional private space with its own
door and closet. Perfect for an office or another bedroom. This
enchanting home features a beautiful backyard with meandering
paths, contemplation benches, abundant native plantings, a black

bottom pool and a large pool area for play and entertaining.
Offered at $2,495,000 | Sold at $2,940,000 e 2BienVenida.com

This delightful home is located in the Orinda Country Club
neighborhood, very close to downtown, and combines the
charm of a traditional 40’s Orinda home remodeled to an
open floor plan with a new kitchen complete with Quartz
counters, anisland for casual dining, stainless appliances.
Large formal dining area that opens to a spacious living room
all with windows that frame the lovely views. There are three
sets of French doors that open to a flat play area and deck.
The property is enhanced by heritage lush Oak trees that
provide shade and privacy to enjoy the patios and green lawn.
There is an attached office with an exterior entry not included
in the bedroom count. A charming home on a magical lot!

Offered at $1,890,000 ® 9LaNoria.com
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