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Orinda makes parking restrictions on red flag days
permanent may expand scope
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RED FL;E DAYS
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By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda City Council has
judged that the pilot program
to prevent cars being parked
on El Toyonal and Loma Vista
on red flag days has been a
success and has adopted the
program on a permanent ba-
sis. Residents of other areas
asked the council to consider
extending such a requirement
to their neighborhoods, and
the council indicated that they
will consider expanding the
scope of the red flag day park-
ing restrictions. (The item
was agendized for June 7, but
was too late for publication in
this issue.)

Red Flag Days are de-
clared by the National
Weather Service when there is
low relative humidity and
high winds, or very low hu-
midity for more than 10
hours, or widespread and/or
significant dry lightning. The
fire chief may also declare a
red flag day in response to an
extreme hazard.

It is anticipated there are
likely to be between 20 and 30
red flag days each year. Resi-
dents subject to the parking
restrictions can find out if it is
ared flag day by referring to
street signs posted along the
route that can be flipped open
when the red flag day is de-
clared. Information is also
posted on the National
Weather Service (NWS) web-
site,
https://www.weather.gov/.

Red Flag notices will gen-
erally be sent as “until further
notice” with a cancellation

notice in the future. Plumbers,

gardeners and repair vehicles
are allowed 5 minutes of ac-
tive loading and unloading in
the red flag day parking pro-
hibition area.

The city pointed out that,
no matter how reasonable the
justification may seem, creat-
ing a potential blockage in the
street on days of extreme haz-
ard is unacceptable for the
entire community. Therefore,
people who live in the zone
would have to provide alter-
native parking for their vehi-
cles if they are on vacation at
a time when red flag days are
likely. Alternatively, neigh-
bors could cooperate to move
vehicles.

By the same token, people
with no off-street parking and
disabled people are still ex-
pected to comply with the
parking restrictions on red
flag days. The effect of the re-
strictions is to prohibit stop-
ping or parking while red flag
warnings are in effect within

5 feet from the edge of the city
paved roadway along both
sides of El Toyonal starting
from the eastern edge of
Camino Pablo, ending at the
intersection of Vista Del
Orinda, as well as both sides
of Loma Vista Drive.

Residents will be given a
warning if they were parked
illegally on the first red flag
day. After the first red flag
day, enforcement will begin
immediately, with violators
being given citations.

Residents will be notified
by postcard of the parking re-
strictions at the beginning of
each fire season, and by red
flag warning alert signs
posted at specific locations.

During public comment
on the item, Gene Gottfried
said, “I think the most impor-
tant thing to be remembered
is that real progress can only
be evaluated during an evacu-
ation. There were plenty of
cars parked on El Toyonal be-
fore the parking ban, virtually
none after. The ban has been
very, very well enforced,”
Gottfried continued, “and
there has been no resistance
to it.” Gottfried was one of
several community members
who recommended that the
council consider extending
the ban, especially on narrow
winding streets.

Don Moresi from Hillcrest
Drive said he was a firefighter
for 26 years, including serving
in the Oakland fire. He expe-
rienced two occasions of com-
plete street blockages when
firefighters had to push vehi-

cles off the road. Sue Wecht,
Firewise leader in Orinda
Downs, suggested, “This is a
serious problem which could
result in loss of life or prop-
erty. It should be extended to
all areas of Orinda where fire
department vehicles would
not be able to gain access.”

Melanie Light, chair of the
Orinda Firewise Council, said,
“I am so pleased to see this on
the docket tonight. The only
complaint I’'ve heard is that
it’s not enforced enough. I re-
ally hope you expand; I hope
you do it in conjunction with
evacuation groups.” She
added that she hopes that the
council will allow neighbor-
hoods to petition for red flag
days parking restrictions.

Ken Light added, “I wish
that the council would move
quicker. Think back to the
Oakland Hills fire when 25
people died. You need to
move faster. This is really
critical. We’re in a crisis with
climate change and drought.”
He noted that “on swim nights
you’d never get a fire engine
through.”

Matt Fogarty expanded
the scope of the conversation,
commenting, “I'd like the
council to recognize that wild
fire is a global problem owing
to climate change. It’s bad
and it’s going to get worse.
We have a lot of responsibil-
ity.” He concluded that he
hopes the council “will do
something about reducing our
emissions as a community.”

Free live concerts return to parks in Lamorinda

this summer

.. continued from Page A1l

Please bring your own lawn
chair and blanket. The Mor-
aga concerts are sponsored by
The Bruzzoni Family, Republic

Services, Kiwanis, 5A Rent-a-
Space, Moraga Junior
Women’s Club and Moraga
Parks and Recreation.

The schedule in Moraga
is: June 9, Midnight Flyer Ea-

Many people think of insulation as
something homes in cold climates need to
keep houses warm in winter. Homeowners
may not see the value in adding insulation
to their homes and attics because of this
misconception. The truth is ALL homes
benefit from insulation because insulation
provides both heating and cooling benefits.

» Attic And Crawl Space Cleaning
* Insulation Replacement

* Rodent Proofing

e Moisture Barrier Installation

Office - (415) 340-1841
Daniel - (209) 592-8618

Asafelmadvi@gmail.com

www.attic-efficiency.com

License - #1089510

On every insulation project you get ducts
cleaning for free. Call today for free estimate.

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

* Fillers

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda

925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Before

TAMPLERN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

gles Tribute; June 16, Juke
Joint, Classic Soul and R&B;
June 23, Beatles Flashback,
Beatles Tribute; June 30, 3 Day
Weekend, classic rock and
MoTown; July 4, House Rock-
ers Rock & Soul (7 p.m. con-
cert); July 14, Mixed Nuts, Hits
from the ’40s to present; July
21, Moonalice, Bay Area ’60s
Psychedelic Rock; July 28,
Retroactive, Dance Party; and
Aug. 4 Aja Vu, Steely Dan and
Chicago Tribute.

The Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce will host the Rock
the Plaza concert series from

6 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday
evenings at Plaza Park in
downtown Lafayette during
the month of June. The series
opened with the 925 Band on
June 3, and will continue on
June 10 with Juke Joint, A
Tribute to Classic Soul and
R&B; followed by June 17
Keep on Truckin, Rock, Blues,
R&B; and June 24 Lamorinda
Idol.

To find out which food trucks will be present at the concerts
in Orinda or for more information visit
https://www.tasteoftheworldmarket.com/#calendar.

Orinda’s Summer Movies in the Park

are back!

The Orinda Parks and Recreation Department is happy to
bring back Movies in the Park after a two-year hiatus. The
movies, which are presented by the Orinda Parks and
Recreation Foundation with support from the Orinda
Community Foundation, will now be held on Friday evenings
at the Orinda Community Center Park located at 28 Orinda

Way.

The first movie of 2022 was “Luca” and the remaining five

movies will all begin at dusk:
July 8: “Coco” (PG)

July 15: “Raya & the Last Dragon” (PG)
Aug. 19: “Jungle Cruise” (PG-13)

Aug. 26: “Bolt” (PG)
Oct. 7: “E.T.” (PG)

This event is free and open to the community. Families are
encouraged to bring their blankets, lawn chairs, and don’t

forget the popcorn!

Nominations now open for the
Orinda Citizen of the Year 2022

Do you have a person in mind to nominate for outstanding
community service in 2020 and/or over many years of

lifetime service?

- Must be a current Orinda resident;

- Must be someone who has given of their time, talents
and energy as a community volunteer helping make Orinda
better, where people want to live, work and shop;

- Must be someone who models excellence and good
citizenship in everything they do;

- Must be someone who brings our community together
making us proud and promoting community spirit.

A celebration dinner sponsored by The Orinda Community
Foundation will be held on Sunday evening, Oct. 23 at the
Orinda Community Center Founders’ Auditorium to honor
the award recipient. The deadline for submitting
nominations is by Friday, Sept. 2.

Nominations can be sent to

orindafoundation@gmail.com

or mailed to Orinda
Community Foundation, PO

Box 21, Orinda CA 94LW 0525
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