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‘Detail’ design review of Pleasant Hill Road Pathway Project to
move forward

By Lou Fancher

During the May 8 Lafayette City
Council meeting, Engineering
Services Manager Matt Lut-
tropp gave an update regarding
the Pleasant Hill Road Center
Median Pathway and requested
authorization for staff to com-
plete the design with the
preservation of the dedicated
right turn lane and drop-off
area, per the city’s commitment
to Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan who helped se-
cure a grant for the project.

The purpose of approving
the design completion is not to
move into the construction
phase, Luttropp said, but work
toward having plans shovel
ready to be in the best position
possible to compete for future
grants. If the Terraces develop-
ment proceeds, additional op-
portunities may present them-
selves for extending the ex-
panded pathway through the
Terraces property and sepa-
rately, to downtown Lafayette
and the BART station.

In 2022, the city received
an earmark grant of $238,000
from the state of California to
fund a technical study and de-
sign work for the project. Lut-

tropp noted that Lafayette has
spent approximately $85,000 on
pathway consulting fees to

date. If a reallocation of the
funds is requested, the city may
have to absorb that $85,000.

According to Luttropp’s
staff report, the concept for the
pathway would eliminate gaps
and pressure points in the
transportation network in
Lafayette, allow pedestrians
and cyclists the ability to avoid
conflicts at the SR-24 on- and
off-ramps connecting to Pleas-
ant Hill Road, while providing a
direct connection to the Class I
Pathway along Pleasant Hill
Road south of Mt. Diablo
Boulevard to the Lafayette-
Moraga Regional Trail.

Two virtual public meet-
ings were held by staff in July
2022 and in March 2023, where
the revised traffic study and
the two technically viable
pathway configuration options
were reviewed and discussed.
Option 2, is the staff recom-
mended design alternative, in-
cluded a 10-foot-wide pathway
with 2-foot-wide shoulders and
staged pedestrian crossings,
and suggested a design involv-
ing widening Pleasant Hill Road
to the west, preserving the
dedicated right turn lane from

northbound Pleasant Hill Road.

A summary of the details in
the staff report available online
cover impacts on traffic, street
parking, bike lanes, sidewalk
widths, and a center median
pathway, the latter of which
was not supported by the ma-
jority of the public.

While acknowledging the
project is controversial and al-
tering existing road configura-
tions and traffic patterns in-
volves change and resistance is
high, Luttropp said staff be-
lieves the concerns have been
mitigated by design alterations.
Furthermore, the project con-
forms to the City Council's Vi-
sion Zero policy and provides a
viable pathway extension that
eliminates a gap in the pedes-
trian and bicycle network.
While receiving a number of
additional suggestions from the
public, he said staff believes
that further study is unlikely to
produce meaningful alterna-
tives other than those that have
already been provided.

Questions from council
first concentrated on the center
median design and its safety
features. Luttropp suggested
improvements could be made
to the design and additional
discussions held with Kittelson

& Associates concerning safety
elements. He said other options
suggested by the public or
council had been thoroughly
examined, but all had nega-
tives, not the least of which was
for a tunnel proposed that he
said would be “breathtakingly
expensive.”

Public comment at the
meeting came primarily from
residents who did not support
the project, citing potential
traffic delays, a lack of under-
standing if students would even
use the path, the extensive cost
of the project, and potential
environmental issues. Approxi-
mately 90 written comments
were submitted from commu-
nity members. Most people
spoke about the complex con-
gestion issues in the targeted
area and said that ultimately,
the pathway plan as it stands
would not solve the safety
issues.

Community member Eric
Law, who presented the con-
cept for the pathway project to
the Transportation and Cirula-
tion Commission in August
2020, appeared and said his
project at the beginning repre-
sented to him an engineering
challenge that he did not antic-
ipate would become political.

He said public input served to
make projects better and en-
couraged the council to persist
while listening to the public
and working to improve
Lafayette.

Council discussion focused
on design features of the latest
detail plan, the ramifications of
pausing the project or not
pausing and conducting addi-
tional studies, and the process
involved in re-appropriating
the funds. After extensive dia-
logue with Luttropp, three
council members supported
staff’s recommendation to con-
tinue the study process, incor-
porate more of the public in-
put, and work with Kittelson
consultants and the council to
improve the safety of down-
town Lafayette and the sur-
rounding streets and neighbor-
hoods. In a 3-1 vote, with Coun-
cil Member Susan Candell vot-
ing no, (Mayor Carl Anduri was
absent), the council authorized
the staff to complete the design,
with the understanding that
improvements will be consid-
ered in future design plans.

The full staff report and
written public comments can
be viewed on the city website,
www.lovelafayette.org, in the
May 8 agenda packet link.

EBMUD presents council with Lafayette Reservoir Tower update

... continued from Page A1l

The liners will ensure sheering
occurring from the force of a
major earthquake will not ren-
der the conduit entirely dys-
functional. Also, because the
conduit is 100 years old, an en-
tire section of the underground
structure will be remediated.
“We want to make it last an-
other 100 years, if not more,”
she said.

Fortunately, the work can

be done onsite at the foot of the
tower. Bialek said EBMUD has
sought this and other highly
suitable safety upgrades
throughout the retrofit project
because, “you know, people’s
lives are at stake here.”

The tower retrofit itself has
involved consideration of a
large range of designs and ap-
proaches, according to Bialek.
Outreach efforts she said re-
sulted in useful design input
and the department has taken
steps to address the feedback.

Parapet design options she in-
troduced included a light, alu-
minum metal structure that has
graphic options—arches,
grasses, fish—and an altered
profile that was re-designed to
limit the visibility of cranes and
other operational materials
stored in the “house” atop the
tower. A sliver, gray, low-reflect
aluminum material was sug-
gested for this part of the tower
because it mimics the previous
buffed-sheen concrete aesthet-
ics of the house while providing

a modernized profile that meets
weight and other specifications.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok asked about what the
public will see when they visit
the reservoir. Bialek said target
elevation is set at 440 feet as per
standards mandated, but might
vary according to season and
the amount of rainfall. Council
Member Susan Candell asked if
the retrofit to the conduit would
extend the project’s timeline.
Bialek said it would not.

Public input and council

questions revolved around pre-
serving the tower’s original aes-
thetics, as well as discussion of
the safety features, the option to
use steel instead of aluminum
for the tower house, the retro-
fi's overall timeline, and the
breadth of outreach keeping the
public apprised of the project
and its progress. The EBMUD
team will gather additional in-
put and return at a future
meeting.
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go electric and SAVE

Replace your gas HVAC system with a high-efficiency
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Greg will demonstrate Investment Strategies that can make 401(k)’s Successful

ALSO....

He will explain the safety trigger that is built into the process.
Join Greg for a twenty minute zoom call.
Thursday’s 4:30pm / Saturday’s 10:30 am

Please e-mail Michelle Marcucci for Zoom login Information.

michelle@gaskinwm.com
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