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The new multi-purpose room at Sleepy Hollow is
almost ready for the return to school. The large
space boasts a stage, large garage-type doors
that will open onto the large patio area in front,
and a very large kitchen area off to one side.
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OUSD puts finishing touches on Sleepy Hollow multi-
purpose room
By Sora O'Doherty

A few years after conceiving a plan to shelter in place
during a potential wildfire, Sleepy Hollow Elementary
School will open for the 2023-24 school year with a new
multi-purpose room (MPR) capable of sheltering
students, staff and members of the community,
according to Orinda Union School District (OUSD)
Director of Facilities, Stuart Watson.

The new MPR stands at the entrance to the school in
what was formerly part of the parking lot. The building
houses a large auditorium with a stage and a up-to-the-
minute kitchen with plenty of room and equipment for
providing universal meal service. In front of the building
is a large concrete patio, and the building has a number
of large doors, similar to garage doors, that can be
opened to provide a seamless indoor-outdoor facility.
The MPR and the rest of the school are now enclosed by
a high black metal fence.

Although the large water tank installed some years ago
to provide water to enable the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District to protect the building and its occupants during a
severe wildfire still remains, the East Bay Municipal

Utility District has put in considerable work to install bigger water pipes to ensure an adequate supply for
MOFD in the event of a fire. 

The old MPR has been torn down. While that location is currently bare, in the future it will be the site of
Sleepy Hollows' before and after school care program.

Work has been continuing seven days a week during the summer so that the MPR will be ready for the start
of school. Additional work at Sleepy Hollow includes new HVAC units in each building, including classrooms
and administration areas, to provide cooling, heating and air filtration. New HVAC units have also been
installed at Del Rey and Glorietta elementary schools and Orinda Intermediate School (OIS).

Sleepy Hollow will have a backup generator. Del Rey and Glorietta will not have backup generators, but
considerable work by PG&E has provided a major electrical upgrade to those schools.

Although it will not open until January 2024, work is going full steam ahead at OIS to build a new Student
Services Building. Watson explained that it was first necessary to demolish an old building and to build a
new canopy on an adjacent building, because once the the Student Services Building goes up, there will not
be sufficient room to work on a new canopy. Since the beginning of the summer contractor Overaa
Construction has worked on extensive excavation for the new building and has just poured the foundation
and associated retaining walls. The work area will be fenced off during continuing construction.

Additional work was done over the summer at OIS to clear storm-damaged trees and foliage from the creek
that borders the back of residences on Ivy Drive, and to perform fire fuel mitigation on all the campuses.
Watson observed that the district manages to do a tremendous amount of work with only five employees
assigned to school maintenance.

Aug. 14 is the first day of school, so prepare for extra traffic and watch out for school children walking or
biking to school.

Reach the reporter at: sora@lamorindaweekly.com
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