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Lots of fresh faces on Lamorinda girls’ volleyball teams

By Jon Kingdon

As a rule, there is always a certain amount of turnover
with every high school team, mostly through gradua-
tion. This is a year that has seen the Lamorinda girls’
volleyball teams having lost more than their share of
players from last year and having to rely on a large
number of underclassmen and first year players up
from their JV teams.
Acalanes

With a roster having only two seniors, the Dons
are relying on a core of seven juniors and two sopho-
mores this season. So far, so good with Acalanes hav-
ing a record of 8-4. “In our first few games, it was
knowing that it is a growing experience for our play-
ers because a lot of them haven't been on varsity,”
head coach Haley Walsh said. “They were still getting
used to the rhythm and the pace of playing at a higher
level and after a big win against Rancho Cotate in our
third match, it looks like we're just about there.”

Both the varsity and JV teams have a lot of size

Advertising

which has helped in the team’s early success. The
front line has only one returning player, junior out-
side hitter MaeLin Mason along with six other juniors
and three sophomores. “We're excited about the dif-
ferent front row players on our roster that we have to
utilize,” Walsh said. “We’re also able to use all of them
multiple times with multiple positions and it’s nice to
have that flexibility.”

Walsh has made it a point to use every one of her
frontline players: “We have a number of players from
last year’s JV team that had a 21-7 record and none of
them seem to be intimidated at playing on the varsity
and by playing them all, when we get to the NCS, I will
know that I can call on anyone off the bench. We’ve
played some tough teams early and it has helped with
the maturation process.”

Three sophomores - Sophia Terry, Piper Coy and
Kylah Rose Fox - have all been effective players on the
front line. “It can be a little bit intimidating to play as
sophomores and we saw that in the first set of the first
match, but ever since then they've been balling out

and not looking back,” Walsh said. “Sophia and Piper
have made a great transition. Kylah is injured right
now, but we're looking forward to her return hope-
fully in a couple of weeks. Junior Annie Baker has also
stepped up on the right side.”

There is senior leadership on the back line led by
libero Jade Profilio and defensive specialist Mika Bo-
cobo. “Jade and Mika have really stepped up in terms
of running our defense and solidifying it so that
everyone feels comfortable in their zones,” Walsh
said. “Junior setter Emma Seelenbacher is also part of
the group that has helped players like sophomore
Christina Hageboeck in adjusting to the setter posi-
tion. As a junior, Jade had 540 digs last season and is
hoping to conclude her career with over 1,000 digs.”

For Walsh, at this point, the strength of the team’s
offense and its ability to attack from multiple posi-
tions and out of system, along with the flexibility
helped by having nine players on the front that she
has the confidence to use.

... continued on Page A9
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249 Overhill Road, Orinda | $1,795,000

Discover this charming ranch-style gem!

A spacious 4-bedroom, 3-bathroom home with a lush
green yard, all within close proximity to the

beloved Glorietta Elementary School.

Reach out to Jay today!

Jay Williams | DRE# 00868489 | 925.878.5050 | jay.williams@compass.com

Orinda council discusses proposed new MOFD fire ordinance

By Alison Burns

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD) on Aug. 31
announced that a Special Meeting would take place
in the Community Center on Sept. 6 in order to "in-
troduce and waive" the reading of Amended Fuel
Break Ordinance 23-08. Or to give the document its
full name: “An Ordinance of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District of Contra Costa County, California, Adopting
Requirements for Fuel Breaks on Certain Parcels in
Both the State Responsibility and Local Responsibil-
ity Areas within the Fire District, Adopting Findings
of Fact Regarding Fire Hazards in the Fire District,
Adopting Findings of Exemption under the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act, and Repealing Ordi-
nance 23-04.”

Since the regular Orinda City Council Meeting
took place on Sept. 5 — one day before the new fire
ordinance was presented at the MOFD board meet-
ing — much of last Tuesday's city council discussion
could only be conjecture, although members of the

Civic News A1-A8

St. Mary's Road multimodal
safety improvements planned

- Page AS Cannes Film
Public Safety Festival

- Page B1
MOFD offers free gutter

guard material - Page A8

Acalanes alum
wins award at

public who stood at the lectern or called in via Zoom
had plenty to say.

At first glance this new ordinance reads almost
the same as its previous iteration (Ordinance 23-04,
February 2023) but, according to the Orinda resi-
dents, the city manager and council members who
spoke at the Sept. 5 council meeting, the new re-
quirements appear somewhat more controversial.
In the meantime, the previous ordinance has been
suspended. The new (19 page) document can be
found online at: www.mofd.org/ordinances-
resolutions or through the District Clerk at (925)
258-4501.

Leading the discussion at the council meeting,
Mayor Inga Miller said that she had asked for the
ordinance to be placed on the agenda “in a some-
what unusual format,” rather than go through the
regular process of having city staff initiate each
agenda item first, because there had not been
enough time for the council to have a meeting and
comment - although Miller had herself spent a lot of
time over the holiday weekend studying the docu-
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ment and wanted to give some factual background.

The revised ordinance, she said, covers "any
area that's a community at risk" — which in this case
is defined as all of Orinda and Moraga — with differ-
ent rules applying according to the size of the land:
essentially if the property is under an acre, the
whole ordinance applies, but if the parcel is over an
acre, the ordinance calls for a 100-foot buffer
around the property.

However, Council Member Brandyn Iverson
pointed out that as a lay person, she felt that the way
the new ordinance reads, "all of Moraga and all of
Orinda is a fuel break — every house, every yard ...
all landscaping and grass and trees and critters,”
and that wording of this latest fire ordinance is a
real paradigm shift for a city that has so much nat-
ural beauty and animal life. She said she understood
that a lot of thought was put into exceptions but "it
feels that the default is that everything is to be
cleared unless you can argue for maybe larger more
beautiful trees."

... continued on Page A6
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4 Bedroom | 2.5 Bath

2,607+ Sq. Ft.|.23+ Acre Lot

1203UpperHappyValleyRoad.com
Now Offered at $2,375,000

Lafayette’s #1Real Estate Team

15 Straight Years

DanaGreenTeam.com

925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

Changes in Con Fire fire prevention ordinance explained at council meeting

By Lou Fancher

Contra Costa County Assistant
Fire Chief Chris Bachman at the
Aug. 28 Lafayette City Council
meeting addressed the most re-
cent amendments to the Cali-
fornia fire code and definitions
related to exterior hazard
abatement, defensible space,
and rules governing the sale or
transfer of property, during an
update regarding Con Fire
regulations.

Fire prevention measures
impacting Lafayette residents
arising from the county’s re-
quired ordinance that is re-
viewed every three years, ac-
cording to Bachman, includes
an amendment removing sec-
tion 321, which involves exte-
rior fire hazard control, but
lacked language about defensi-
ble space inspections and other
specific details. Bachman said
fire officials had been hearing
from contractors that the ordi-
nances across fire districts in
Contra Costa County were in-
consistent. As a result, fire offi-
cials along with department su-
pervisors examined the ordi-
nances line-by-line to make
sure the language is consistent

throughout the district
jurisdictions.

Bachman said that Section
321 information about hazard
definitions, control measures,
and inspection standards were
largely retained and still appear
in updated form in the city’s
ordinance with added details
about compliance, zoning, in-
spections, how to abate weeds,
the requirements for creating
and maintaining full wildfire
breaks and more.

Among other notable up-
dates in the ordinance are im-
provements made to Section 4,
which refers to the sale or
transfer of property and in the
past has generated consider-
able questions from residents.
Bachman said the fuel mitiga-
tion inspection requirements
when selling or transferring
property are state mandated
and under Assembly Bill 38,
only apply to properties in very
high fire severity zones. In-
stead of calling out the specific
“very high” inspection state
statutes, Section 4 language re-
mains general so that if the
state changes the rules - for ex-
ample, next year requiring in-
spections in low, moderate, or

high fire severity zones — the
section will still apply and not
need to be modified.

Program updates include
the initiation of the Wildfire
Mitigation Program. Imple-
mented countywide and funded
by Measure X, a sales tax initia-
tive, the program was approved
by the county Board of Super-
visors to provide $2 million an-
nually to do mitigation work.
Bachman emphasized the ini-
tiative uses a community-
driven approach and has
neighborhoods, fire safety
councils, and city staff propose
programs to the local fire de-
partment. The fire department
then grades the proposals, rat-
ing the ideas for importance
within their communities, and
he noted the county will even-
tually get to all of the proposals.

Examples of mitigation
projects, Bachman said, are
community chipping days, fire
trail cleanup, removal of dead
trees, evacuation route im-
provements, home hardening,
low-income exterior hazard
control funding, and more. He
said 66 projects are currently in
the queue and 39 have been
completed.

Bachman recommended
every resident should review
their evacuation zone, sub-
scribe to the Community Warn-
ing System to receive emer-
gency messages from the
county, and protect their
home’s defensible space by
identifying vegetation hazards
and making plans to mitigate
them.

Questions from the council
began with Council Member
Susan Candell, who asked about
enforcement and what the city
might do. Bachman said an
item like removal of dead trees
had residents asking about per-
mits for tree removal. “Make
sure your city staff is aware of
the program,” he advised,
adding Con Fire would work
with staff to clarify how their
efforts could be coordinated.
Handbooks and flyers with all
of the information and the or-
dinance he said are available to
the public on the Con Fire web-
site (cccfpd.org).

Other questions from the
council led Bachman to reiter-
ate that the county is following
Cal Fire standards, which
means weed abatement applies
countywide and although the

defensible space maps are ex-
pected to be updated, inspec-
tion requirements currently
apply only in very high fire
severity zones. As to the in-
spections required during the
sale of a property in one of
those zones, Bachman said the
district is able to get to them
rapidly and in the event there is
delay, there is language allow-
ing homeowners to state they
are aware of the inspections
and wildfire mitigation actions
necessary. The requirement
will therefore not delay the sale
of a property.

A question from a member
of the pubic referred to cleanup
abatement at the BART station.
Bachman suggested requests or
concerns about fire issues
should be sent to info@cc-
cfpd.org. Checked every morn-
ing, the email messages are for-
warded to the appropriate de-
partment and an email re-
sponse will be sent outlining
the next steps to expect.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok said educating the public
was vital and coordinating with
the county to “get the word out”
is a high priority.

Housing Element discussion continues at Lafayette Council meeting

By Lou Fancher

Lafayette City Council members
at the regular meeting Aug. 28
heard a report from staff re-
garding the State Department of
Housing and Community De-
velopment’s comments received
in late March and the review
and revisions made by staff to
the Lafayette 6th Cycle Housing
Element and Environmental
Impact Report (EIR).

Senior Planner Renata Rob-
les, Housing Consultant Diana
Elrod, and Planning and Build-
ing Director Greg Wolff pre-
sented an analysis of the im-

pacts of growth stemming from
the housing plan and housing
opportunity sites identified to
accommodate the mandated
Regional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion of 2,114 assigned to
Lafayette. An additional re-
quired buffer pushes the totals
to approximately 3,000 new
housing units between 2023-
31. Notably, the Housing Ele-
ment is required by state law to
contain programs to Affirma-
tively Further Fair Housing.
Robles began with an out-
line of the review that included
revisions adopted based on the
HCD comments, a meeting in
July with an HCD reviewer, as

well as technical assistance
from consultants Veronica Tam
& Associates, information about
Affirmatively Furthering Fair
Housing programs, and changes
to the opportunity sites inven-
tory. Requests had been made
to consider the inventory
should include church parcels
and the DeSilva South property,
if staff should seek an addi-
tional CEQA review on the
AFFH programs or sites inven-
tory, and various other
revisions.

The HE revisions were re-
viewed on July 10 by the council
and received, according to Rob-
les, “extensive public com-

ment.” There is no specific
deadline to submit the edits to
HCD, but staff is working
rapidly to complete the revi-
sions and satisfy the requests
from HCD to explain the sub-
missions with more detail and
clarity. Robles said additional
changes await pending inven-
tory decisions from the council.
Speaking of the AFFH pro-
gram specifically, Robles said
effort had been made to expand
the opportunities beyond the
downtown area. Based on input
from council and meetings held,
staff research regarding multi-
family housing looked at in-
creasing the maximum density

allowed from 17 to up to 30
units per acre, promoting a
range of unit sizes, and pro-
hibiting short-term rentals.

In changes to AFFH, short-
term rentals were removed;
church sites are not obligated,
but have opportunity to provide
affordable housing and choices
about details to best suit afford-
able housing projects on indi-
vidual properties; and clarifica-
tions were made that led to an
improved map illustrating areas
within 1/4 mile of downtown
boundaries; and creation of and
ramifications of allowing a
range of unit sizes within a pro-
ject. ... continued on Page A3
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KURT PIPER
Broker Associate
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kurtpipergroup.com
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Compassis a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
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44 Bates Boulevard, Orinda

Offered at $1,895,000

Coveted Lafayette Trail Charmer
Offered at $1,649,000

Modern Co;do in the Heart of DowntEan Lafayette
Offered at $1,035,000

BATTERSBY.

29 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda

29StStephensDr.com
3792 Sq Ft* 4 Bedrooms + Office 3.5 Baths .49 Acre*

Modern architecture meets views in this convenient
and desirable Orinda location. Designed to showcase
natural light & bring the outdoors in, this sophisticated,

gated retreat offers serenity & a fantastic floor plan.

Offered for $2,350,000

Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
*per public records L |

It's Village. Of Course.
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PAMPER YOUR PET

#, Ourexquisite overnight boarding in a loving
home welcomes dogs 20 pounds and under.
\." With personalized care, your beloved pet will

4 relish in comfort, play, and affection.
Discover peace of mind for both you and
your pooch today.

info@littleredbarnsmalldogresort.com

(925) 694-0981

Housing Element
discussion continues at
Lafayette Council meeting
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Comments from the community involved concerns over
adding this 1/4 mile area as a downtown buffer.

... continued from Page A2

Elrod reviewed the inven-
tory communication history
between the city and the state,
which included a denial of the
RHNA inventory proposed in
October 2021. Revisions made
in January 2023 modified allo-
cations according to evaluation
site objectives, changes in yield
percentages, and alternatives
that were considered to meet
the RHNA requirements, such
as changes to DeSilva South re-
lated to density percentages,
and consideration of allowing
housing on religious or institu-
tional land.

As changes to opportunity
sites and to densities will re-
quire an additional EIR, Robles
noted, the next steps she said
are to incorporate any revi-
sions made by council, start the
environmental review if re-
quired, and return to the coun-
cil in September with the re-
vised Housing Element draft.

Questions began with
Council Member Wei-Tai Kwok
asking how many church
properties would be impacted,
to which Robles said, “less than
10,” and he asked Elrod to ex-
plain concerns about density
from the community about
churches that were upzoned
and subsequently sold. She
said that level of detail had not
been examined. Robles said
applying the same criteria as is
used for senior living facilities
could be followed for develop-
ing requirements related to re-
ligious institution properties.

Public comments and let-
ters received by the council
prior to the meeting addressed
the inventory list, specifically
the lower-income develop-
ments; upzoning religious
properties, increased density
issues, missing middle housing
opportunities, objections to the
1/4 mile area added as a down-
town buffer area; ADU projec-
tions, and residential segrega-
tion and environmental and
transportation/traffic density
impacts - or lack thereof - of
low-income housing additions
in the downtown, neighbor-
hoods, and remote areas of
Lafayette.

In the meeting’s most
pointed comments, Lauren
McCabe Herpich said missing
middles will not fulfill the
RHNA allocations and she was
“taken aback” by the proposals.
“We’ve had three years of vol-
unteers like yourselves who
have dedicated time to create a
plan that works for our town,
our infrastructure, and our
mission statement. Any plan
that veers away from what the
GPAC worked for years to pre-
sent to this council ... partici-
pating in three years of town

halls and workshops; I hate to
say (this) is a slap in the face
for anyone who has actually
participated. I really don’t
know who would volunteer to
participate in this, if this is
what’s going to happen. This
was all for nothing if you go
against the GPAC recommen-
dations.” Herpich said that
thriving communicates are not
just the result of housing den-
sity, but are achieved when at-
tention is given to quality of
schools, transportation, access
to downtown, and parks.

Returning to council,
Council Member Susan Candell
inquired about SB4 and
whether or not following the
senate bill streamlines the
process for religious organiza-
tions and nonprofit colleges to
develop affordable housing.
City attorney Mala Subramani-
an explained upzoning issues
and said she would continue to
look into the policies council
may or may not adopt in the
future and the legalities
therein.

Asked by Mayor Carl An-
duri about the 30 unit per acre
density allotments, Robles ex-
plained they cannot be in-
cluded in the RHNA count
without upzoning those devel-
opments and only if including
low- and very-low-income
housing. In contrast, adding
the DeSilva South area to the
inventory list, Elrod said, could
potentially increase the RHNA
numbers.

In regard to adding AFFH
projects north of Highway 24,
which includes a very high fire
severity zone, Robles said staff
intends to use only parcels that
offer superior evacuation po-
tentials and constraints. Elrod
added that revisions are forth-
coming due to information that
only recently arrived.

Opportunity sites were
clarified by Wolff and new in-
formation presently coming in
will result in new factors to be
brought back to the council
with the staff’s recommenda-
tions in September. Candell
proposed council hold another
discussion about the Bruzzoni
shopping center property and
possibly expanding the possi-
bilities, an idea supported by
the council. Church sites, the
council decided, might be in-
cluded pending additional
analysis. Any remaining revi-
sions determined to be neces-
sary will be left to staff to in-
clude in the next draft which
was to be presented to council
Sept. 11, after press time.

The draft Housing Element
Update can be found at
www.planlafayette.org; the
draft and final EIR can be
found at
www.lovelafayette.org/CEQA.
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City Council
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 26, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Sept. 18,7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Tuesday, Sept. 26,7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

Honored in RealTrends Top 1.5% of Agents in the Nation
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Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

925.376.77T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

RESERVED FOR YOUR HOME

1599 Hays St. | San Leandro

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.

C@OMPASS

Stylish. Designer. Sensation.
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224 Seclusion Valley Way, Lafayette
5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 3,828 Square Feet | .79 Acres | Built in 2019

Offering privacy, perfection, and the finest in
Cadlifornia indoor-outdoor living, this custom retreat
is infused with everything required to create the
ultimate lifestyle. With an open and light-drenched
floor plan, this beauty enjoys designer-appointed
interiors. Each secondary bedroom has access to
an en-suite bathroom.

The luxurious resort-like backyard oasis is

set against the beautiful backdrop of endless
panoramic views with geometric swimming pool
accented by a modern architectural wall, waterfall,
and spa.

Offered at $3,895,000 | 224SeclusionValleyWay.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com

BRYDON & IVES

REAIL

DRE 01408025 | 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

ESTATE TEAM

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Weed
Cutting

4 Brush Clearance per
Fire Regulations

Hauling
Clean Up

4, Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

www.lamorindaweekly.com

LIVING TRUST

Plan Includes:

e Trust Agreement

* Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

*895

COMPLETE

Valid until October 25, 2023

FRE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

* Power of Attorney for Finance
* Transfer of Real Property
» Advanced Health Care Directive

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs

LVP

Vinyl
Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS
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Town works to get Rheem Park Area designated as a
Connected Community Prlorlty Development Area

By Vera Kochan

With the town recently adopt-
ing the Sixth Cycle Housing El-
ement for 2023-31, staff hopes
to submit an application to the
Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC) with the
idea that the Rheem Park Area
will receive a designation as a
Connected Community Priority
Development Area (PDA).

According to the Aug. 23
staff report by Moraga Plan-
ning Director Afshan Hamid, “A
PDA is a policy designation
with a focus on planned areas
for new homes, jobs, and com-
munity amenities. The vision
for a PDA is to create a transit-
oriented area, addressing im-
portant community needs, such
as housing supply and local-
serving retail opportunities,
consistent with the recently
adopted sixth cycle Housing El-
ement.” It is expected that
transit availability near hous-
ing will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, as well as Vehicle
Miles Traveled.

With the PDA designation
the town will be able to pursue
future grant funding for the
Rheem Center Realm Plan area
and more. However, the desig-

Does Your Home Show Signs Of

FOUNDATION SETTLEMENT?

SIGNS OF FOUNDATION SETTLEMENT

- Doors Sticking - Interior Cracks - Bowed Walls
- Sloping Floors * Leaning Chimney ¢ Cracks Near Windows

¥

855-686-8228

www.BayAreaUnderpinning.com

@@ i m LIC# 867128

AGroundworks Company

We Fir Foundiion Setement!

ESTIMATES AND FOUNDATION
INSPECTION FOR HOMEOWNERS

(does not include real estate transactions)

HOME RENOVAT
A CONVENIENT, CLEAN SPACE TO STORE
YOUR STUFF DURING RENOVATIONS

WITH A VERIFIE

f @ @) (8)
Hours of operation

Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm.

AAAAA
RENTOSPACE

Store [t Yourself & Save

YT
RENTESPACE

| Edwre IF Fauror|f & Sawd

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. |

(925) 643-2026

www. SAspace.com

nation does not require the
town to build any housing. That
decision would fall to the indi-
vidual property owners, the
largest of which are U.S. Realty
Partners and Saint Mary’s
College.

During Phase I of the Com-
prehensive Advanced Planning
Initiative, the town rezoned
parts of the Rheem Valley
Shopping Center in order to al-
low for multi-family and
mixed-use residential housing.

Staff submitted a prelimi-
nary application to MTC for re-
view on July 31. With a unani-
mous approval of the resolu-
tion authorizing submittal of a
new PDA during the town
council’s Aug. 23 meeting, Mor-
aga is on the road to a fully
processed application.

MTC has criteria for a Con-
nected Community PDA that
the Rheem Park Area qualifies
for. “First, the entire area is
within half mile of a bus stop
with peak service of 30 minutes
or less and is beyond half mile
of transit service that meets the
'high quality transit' criteria,”
states Hamid in her staff re-
port. “County Connection cur-
rently provides Bus Route 6
with two bus stops at Rheem
Park Area with less than 30
minutes service during peak
hours.”

The report continues, “Sec-
ond, the Rheem Park Area has

Rheem Park Area red

been identified as having at
least 50% of the area defined as
a High Resource or Highest Re-
source on a California Depart-
ment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development (HCD) map.”

The third qualification ex-
plains that the town council has
already adopted two policies to
reduce VMT.

With the coveted PDA des-
ignation, town staff will be able

Image courtesy Moraga Planning Dept

to apply for future state grants
which can be used to make the
area more attractive to possible
investors. The Moraga Shop-
ping Center has recently been
awarded two PDA grants. The
first, in the amount of $87,725
will help to fund amendments
to the Moraga Center Develop-
ment Standards. The second
grant, totaling $600,000 will be
used for a School Street rede-

Moraga votes to reject exorbitant
storm drain bids

By Vera Kochan

The 2019 Storm Drain Master
Plan Addendum set the wheels

GRS ANCTUARY

REMODEL CONTRACT.
LIMITED TIME OFFER. EXPIRES 10/31/23.
RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

in motion for the 2021-23 An-
nual Storm Drain Repairs Pro-
ject budgeted at $1.7 million
through the Capital Improve-
ment Project. The town hired
Basis of Design consultants to
inspect all of the Corrugated
Metal Pipes and storm drain-
pipes/culverts belonging to
Moraga. In November 2022,
the town council accepted
BOD’s reports and recom-
mended the replacement or
repair of 22 priority storm
drainpipe segments.

According to an Aug. 23
staff report by Public Works
Director/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp and Associate
Civil Engineer Edrianne
Aguilar, “On July 11, 2023,
construction documents were
advertised for bidding. Con-
struction documents show the
rehabilitation of nine seg-
ments for the base bid and two
bid alternatives, prioritized
based on current budget limi-
tations and degree of risk
failure.”

Only two bids were re-
ceived despite the advertising
and were publicly opened on
Aug. 3. The Engineer’s Esti-
mate for the project was
$771,000. However, both of the
incoming bids exceeded that
amount by substantial sums.
Paulson and Cox Construction,
Inc. (Concord) submitted a
base bid of $1,830,260, while
the second bid from Kerex En-
gineering, Inc. (Pleasant Hill)
came in considerably lower,
but not low enough at
$888,500.

Given the vast differences
between bids, staff is led to
believe that the bidders might
have misinterpreted the scope
of the endeavor. The town’s
description of the project
stated, “The work to be per-
formed under this contract in-

cludes, but is not limited to:
mobilization; demobilization;
traffic control and construc-
tion signage; installation of
water pollution controls; storm
drain pipe cleaning and in-
spection, storm drain pipe re-
placement and rehabilitation
using Cured-in-Place-Pipe
(CIPP) lining and open-cut
method, surface improvement
replacement as a result of the
open-cut storm drain replace-
ment; and all other work as
shown on the Plans and as de-
scribed in the Caltrans Stan-
dard Specifications and these
Technical Provisions to pro-
vide a complete project.”

“The town went through
an analysis of inspecting
30,000 linear feet of storm
drain pipe and came up with a
priority list of the pipes, and
we’re trying to get that project
out before the wintertime,”
explained Knapp during the
Aug. 23 Town Council Meeting.
“It was a short window, and
we put it out to bid trying to
make sure that we had every-
thing tight in our plans and
specs. Unfortunately, because
it was at the end of the con-
struction cycle most compa-
nies already have their pro-
jects and could not do that in
the short time frame, and we
didn’t have a very large — well,
two bidders on the project,
and so we’re going to take it
and look at the budget,
repackage it and get it outin a
spring time frame of work.”

Vice Mayor Teresa Onoda
asked, “Is there urgency with
the corrugated pipes that we
have right now, that you know
about?”

Knapp replied, “I think
we’re in fairly good condition
right now, and we’ll be ad-
dressing it next year.”

Town Council Wednesday, Sept. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, Sept. 19, 6:30 p.m.
Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.
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By Vera Kochan

Since 2007, the St. Mary’s
Road/Bollinger Canyon Road
and St. Mary’s Road/Rheem
Boulevard intersections have
been on the town’s radar with
respect to safety concerns and
traffic flow issues. A danger-
ous S-curve, poor visibility,
the difficulty of merging into
traffic during rush hour, in
addition to pedestrian/bicy-
clist safety have all combined
to make this small stretch of
road a commuter’s nightmare.

Three separate studies
have been conducted to deter-
mine possible improvements,
the last one coming from an
outside engineering consul-
tant firm whose submitted
possibilities included: an all-
way stop control; a two-way
stop control; a traditional
traffic signal control; a round-
about traffic control or mini-
roundabout traffic control; or
leave everything as is.

The Town conducted sev-
eral public outreach meetings
that included questionnaire
feedback, and residents were
divided on their opinions with
regards to roundabouts versus
traffic signals/stop signs. The
public did support improve-
ments, especially if the project
was primarily grant funded.

According to the Aug. 23
staff report by Public Works
Director/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp, roundabouts
are no longer part of the pro-
ject. While a traffic signal
with safety lighting will be in-
stalled at the St. Mary’s
Road/Rheem Boulevard inter-
section, “at the Bollinger
Canyon Road intersection,

-

| e |

there are two options being
considered for improvements,
with both options requiring
the widening of the intersec-
tion footprint,” stated Knapp.
“Option 1 includes roadway
widening to allow for the ad-
dition of a southbound left
turn pocket from St. Mary’s
onto Bollinger Canyon Road,
and Option 2 builds upon Op-
tion 1 with a traffic signal. In
both the north and south ap-
proaches to the Bollinger
Canyon Road intersection,
medians are proposed to
channelize and slow traffic.”
As a major roadway
within town, the project qual-
ifies for State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP)
grant funding and is the
highest-ranked Contra Costa
County project with respect to
safety and congestion relief
scoring criteria. This decision
was based on the four appli-
cations received by the Contra
Costa Transportation Author-
ity (CCTA) totaling approxi-
mately $40.3 million in STIP
funding requests. Moraga had
submitted a $9.993 million
STIP project funding applica-
tion with a town match of
$1.295 million, and on July 20,
the review committee ap-
proved to fully fund the grant
request. The request funds are
expected to become available
starting Fiscal Year 2027-28,
after the Sept. 20 CCTA Board
meeting officially approves
the recommendations.
During Knapp’s Aug. 23
presentation to the Town
Council, he received high
praise from its members for
his efforts to secure the STIP
grant for Moraga, and with a

www.lamorindaweekly.com

St. Mary’s Road on track for
multimodal safety improvements

Photo courtesy of Moraga Public Works Dept.
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Pear and Wine Festival
Sept.30 11am-3pm

Moraga Commons
Moragarec.com
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*50% ol first cleaning

= Disinfect & Deodorize Your
Trash Binst

unanimous vote, was autho-
rized the $25,000 for Initial
Administrative Services
Funding during FY 2023-24
and another $25,000 for FY
2024-25 for the project [CIP
Project No. 23-417].

Call or Text

GleamMyCan.Com

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
+ Maintenance & Clean Ups = Synthetic Lawn Installation

(A Lic# 938445
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As a Realtor and member of this
community, I'd like to fix the poor state
of neighborhood curb markings.

Did you know a fire can double in size
every 60 seconds it isn't contained? Or
that Lamorinda residents are not
immune to home-related crime? In the
event that an injury or heart attack
occurs in the home, seconds matter.

Community service is my primary mode
of outreach. Let me help your home
become more visible... curb appeal starts
at your curb (and so does property

maintenance).

CURB

NUMBER
PAINTING

All | ask in return is that you let me begin
the road to being liked and trusted as a
neighborhood Real Estate professional.
Enter the URL on your personal computer
or use this QR code to be directed to my
sigh-up/scheduling page.

chromarealty.com/curbpainting
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AMAZON, UBER
& DOOR DASH
appreciate it too!

@ sl

925.567.4328
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This Fall...
Make the Right Move!

925-377-0977

See public meetings schedule on these
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Dana Reedy
JD | Broker Associate
415.205.8050

DRE 01880723

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community.

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Just Listed!
3 Heritage Court

5BD | 3BA | 2,448 SF | 16 AC | Offered at $1,735,000
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“It turns out that being the
best kept secret in town is not
necessarily fiscally sound or a
blueprint for financial suc-
cess,” Clive Worsley, Executive
Director of Cal Shakes, told
the Orinda City Council, when
he addressed them at their
most recent meeting on Tues-
day, Sept. 5.

Under the heading of Pol-
icy Matters, the council was
meeting to consider appoint-
ing additional council li-

i aisons, an arrangement

= where each council member
a Orind a has a close (but hands-off) in-
volvement with organizations
such as the Friends of Orinda
Creeks, the Historic Land-
marks Committee, and Art in
Public Places.

To date, as City Manager
David Biggs pointed out,
council liaison assignments
have traditionally involved
nonprofits and other govern-
mental agencies, but the dis-
cussion centered around
whether Orinda's cultural
landscape should also be con-
sidered, since COVID has left
many of these organizations
severely battered.

While making reference
to Cal Shakes' current fiscal
issues, Worsley was not at that

|
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Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

time requesting financial help
(he'd unfortunately met
Mayor Inga Miller and Coun-
cil Member Janet Riley too
late to be considered for a
grant). Rather, Worsley
wanted to explain to Orinda
residents, and the council,
why the theater company had
been forced to take a different
direction by transforming it-
self into a multi-disciplinary
performing and cultural arts
center. From now on, he said,
the Cal Shakes season at the
Bruns Amphitheater would
involve just one or two classi-
cal plays, with the rest of the
calendar devoted to activities
such as dance, comedy, pro-
gramming for families and
youth audiences, “live music
of all stripes,” private, civic
and corporate events, wed-
dings and memorials.
Worsley, who started
working for the California
Shakespeare Theater in 2002,
as an actor and teaching
artist in public schools, was
obviously a little weary of
hearing people say "Cal
Shakes? I drive by it all the
time (located just off Highway
24) and I've never been in-
side.” But he also admitted
that “in recent years, in our
company's desire to be na-
tionally recognized, it may

Orinda appoints first Cal Shakes liaison

have to some degree turned
its back on its immediate
neighbors and I am here to
rectify that. We intend to be
in good partnership with you
all.””

The discussion that fol-
lowed was whether a council
liaison should be concerned
with only Cal Shakes, or
whether to expand that re-
sponsibility to Orinda's other
iconic cultural institutions.

Council Member Darlene
Gee commented that the "ex-
cellent idea" of appointing a
liaison from the city council
"fits into the whole spectrum
of our evaluation of our eco-
nomic redevelopment” but
she thought that it would be
best to start something "sim-
pler" with just one entity (in
this case, Cal Shakes) and one
person as liaison.

The motion was then car-
ried to create a liaison to Cal
Shakes, with the initial ap-
pointment going to Council
Member Janet Riley, who later
commented that "Cal Shakes
adds such cultural value to
our community, offering not
only traditional theater, but
also music, dance, and other
live arts experiences. It is
right at our fingertips for all
to enjoy!"

ALNU{T{ )ClR’EEK
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Healthier Skin Lies Within

... continued from Page A1l

One of the main areas
that concerned Miller (which
she had also mentioned back
in February when the original
ordinance was adopted) was
the "landslide potential” in
removing vegetation on the
hillsides "because here in
Orinda these plants are part
of our protection against ero-
sion," and now that Orinda is
"four or five years into pretty
hard work on vegetation re-
moval" she was concerned
that "we're seeing a lot of ar-
eas that are left bare, and
those areas are either getting
really dry, which may in part
be because of the drought, or
it may be because those soils
are no longer retaining
water."

Miller also mentioned
seeing a "ton of invasives"

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439
Pediatric and Adult Patients.

Same day appointments available.

throughout Orinda, whether
it was the broom sweeping
through downtown, around
Lake Cascade, or weeds on
the hillsides. After taking a
look at the state code that
deals with exceptions for hill-
sides, she asked City Manager
David Biggs to raise these
points with MOFD Fire Chief
Dave Winnacker.

Winnacker replied that
he certainly had no problem
proposing to the board that
trees less than 15-feet could
just be limbed up one third.

Although the discussion
about the latest fire ordi-
nance came to no conclu-
sions, the obvious takeaway
was that Orinda's residents
would be welcomed in shar-
ing their comments with the
MOFEFD board because, as
Biggs pointed out, "they're the
only ones who can actually
make changes to the ordi-

Council discusses new MOFD ordinance

nance." He gave as an exam-
ple, the time last January
when the city objected to a
certain element of a fire code
update which would have
barred any sort of traffic
calming in very high fire
severity zones. The city was
ultimately successful in get-
ting the MOFD board to take
that provision out.

Miller also praised the
level of interest shown by
residents in local matters,
saying that "Orinda's public
have a great ability to come to
meetings in order to com-
ment" and despite the fact
that very few people had
been able to study the yet-to-
be approved Fire Ordinance
23-08, four members of the
public, in person and via
Zoom, were ready with their
opinions.

Services include:

Tree Pruning/Removal
Cabling/Bracing

Brush Removal/Fire Prevention
Weed Cutting

24/HR Emergency Tree Service

. ’_‘

=2 ' (510) 306-6285
S Will Thorn' |
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Wildland Corporation
will@wildlandcorp.com

wildlandcorp.com Lic#1089268
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Repairs | Pressure Washing
Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings | Inspections
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 AIIUIIESI
ﬂnlleul Prooiing

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

Trangquil Orinda Oasis

# 4 BR |3 BA|2,894 SqFt | .53 acres
L Beautiful property adjoins
600 acres open space
$2,495,000
10Fleetwood.com
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COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

City approves lowering speed limit
around Glorietta Elementary

By Alison Burns

It was late 2018 when
Orinda's Traffic Safety Advi-
sory Committee (TSAC) first
received a request from resi-
dents living in the Hillcrest
Drive neighborhood to install
traffic calming measures be-
tween Martha Road and
Overhill Road, citing the
speeding vehicles which had
become a daily concern for
young children walking to
nearby Glorietta Elementary
School.

Numerous Level II and III
traffic calming measures
were reviewed by Orinda city
staff, the Neighborhood Advi-
sory Team (NAT) and TSAC,
such as adding “No Right
Turn” signage onto Hillcrest
from Martha Road and Over-
hill Road, speed cushions,
fixed radar speed feedback
display and reducing the
speed limit.

Five years after receiving

the request to deal with dri-
vers who ignored the speed
limit, the NAT reached a con-
sensus to request a review of
the existing posted speed lim-
its and de31gnat10n of a spe-
cial speed limit in school
Zones.

On Sept. 5, the city of
Orinda signed off on the rec-
ommendation that the speed
limit on the Hillcrest Drive
segment from Martha Road
and Overhill Road be changed
from the existing 25 mph to
20 mph.

In addition, the city ac-
cepted the recommendation
of a special school zone speed
limit of 15 mph on Hillcrest
Drive for a distance of 500
feet from Glorietta Elemen-
tary School. City maintenance
crews are now due to install
the recommended signs.

Speaking after the success
of the five-year-long cam-
paign to make that particular
area safer for Glorietta Ele-

mentary kids and their par-
ents, local resident Meredithe
Kreis said that she was in fa-
vor of all traffic calming mea-
sures that have a good chance
of increasing pedestrian
safety for children walking to
and from school.

“Why do we need extra
protections and speed limit
reductions around schools?”
Kreis asked. “Because most
young children are far less
capable of navigating moving
vehicles, assessing risk, and
protecting themselves than
adults are.”

“Our youth,” she added,
“are the future of our society
and we all have a duty to pro-
tect and help them thrive. I
can think of no more basic
way to prioritize this goal
than to increase the likelihood
that children make it safely to
school, and home from
school, each day.”

Hopefully, motorists will
adhere to the new rules.

35 years of experience in architectural design

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

KAFLAN ARCHITECTS

Orinda celebrates city’s longest
serving employee, Jennie Flores

Photo Alison Burns

From left: Jennie Flores, Vice Mayor Darlene Gee, Council
Member Brandyn Iverson, Council Member Janet Riley, and

Mayor Inga Miller

By Alison Burns

Three former Mayors lined
up at last week's Council
Meeting to take turns singing
the praises of Jennie Flores as
she celebrated three and a
half decades of working with
the city of Orinda, while the
current Mayor, Inga Miller,
presented Flores with an

enormous bouquet of flowers.

Jennie Flores is the city's
longest-serving employee ...
ever.

It was August 1988, and
Orinda was just three years
into city incorporation, when
Flores joined the city's Fi-
nance Department as an ac-
counting clerk, later being
promoted to the position of
Accounting Technician 111.
Since then, she has primarily
been in charge of the city's
accounts payable function
where, it is reckoned, she has

processed over 80,000 checks.

Miller also presented Flo-
res with a Proclamation from
the city, which heaped even
more praise on Orinda’s 35-
year veteran with words like
"unfailing service and loyalty,
thorough, reliable," and "al-
ways willing to help."

The Proclamation also es-
timated that since starting
work in Orinda's City Ac-
counts Department, Flores
has made more than 8,000
BART journeys from her
home in Pleasant Hill to her
desk at City Hall.

In addition to her own
tribute, former mayor Bobbie
Landers read out a letter
from Tom Sinclair, Orinda's
first city manager following
its 1985 incorporation, in
which he told Flores that her
"gentle ways, enduring smile
and friendly demeanor are
what define you."

All agreed with the City
Proclamation that, "Jenny is
the rock at the base of the
foundation of our city
government."

COMPASS

A local
you can
count on.

Daniel will be your trusted
guide to Lamorinda real
estate, empowering you to
navigate the market with
confidence.

Daniel Estopinal

DRE #02128888
Realtor® | 925.259.1525
daniel.estopinal@compass.com

Call today to make your
real estate dreams a reality!

"Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
License Number 01991628, 01527235, 1527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footage are approximate.
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%E www.certechpest.com
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services

* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

City Council Regular Traffic Safety

Meeting:

Advisory Committee

Tuesday, Sept. 19, 7 p.m. Regular Meeting

Planning Comm.:

Tuesday, Sept. 26, 7 p.m. Sarge Littlehale Community

Room, 22 Orinda Way

Wednesday, Sept. 18, 7 p.m

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a nationally
recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic surgeon, opened

a private practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda
patients. Specializing entirely in the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is
nationally recognized for providing patients with beautiful, elegant,
and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD LAY
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

TAMPLEMNM

AR ERY

Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Free gutter covering material offered
through MOFD

As part of its Home-Hardening Grants program, the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District has received a shipment
of “Gutterglove- Leafblaster Pro” gutter covering just
in time for the worst part of the wildland fire season.
According to MOFD, “These stainless steel guards are
designed to minimize the accumulation of com-
bustible material in your home’s gutters and limit
the surface spread of flame for at least 30 minutes.
Having gutter coverings has the potential of protect-

Photo provided

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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ing your home from damage due to flying embers.”

More information including an online tool to de-
termine the quantity of material you will need, in-
stallation instructions, material specifications, how
to contact a contractor to complete your installation
and more are available at:
www.leafblaster.com/moraga-orinda/

District residents can receive this material at no
charge by completing the online request form at:

https://forms.gle/qz]4hsQ29sfxQhFr8 -J. Wake

A guide to organizing and concealing your cords

By Jennifer Raftis, CPO®

When did cords become so un-
manageable? The answer is
when modern society became
dependent on electronic de-
vices. In today’s world, we lit-
erally can’t live without them.
Research shows the average
person can own at least five
electronic devices and if you
have a household of five, you
now have at least 25 cords to
organize and plug in. Consid-
ering that many devices re-
quire more than one cord, the
number can escalate quickly.
Every device we own
needs a cord, a password and a
designated place for charging.
Sorry to tell you this, but you

have to manage this or you will
end up with the dreaded
box-o-cords!

Organizing cords is proba-
bly not your favorite pastime
activity. It is not mine either,
but I have a lot of experience
helping my clients organize
and hide cords. Let’s break
this down into steps:

1. Gather, sort and purge all

the cords you own;

2. Decide on a labeling sys-

tem;

3. Designate a charging

home for your devices;

4. Hide the mess of cords

coming from the wall; and

5. Store and dispose cords.

Gather, sort and purge
Every client I have owns a

E E MOVE COCRDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVIGES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVIGE INCLUDES:

pkacieg Tuinitaee, s#8ling ep kilchen, oegaraning cossls cepbodds and drmers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

huge box of “I don’t know what
these are for but I might need
it” cords. The reality is that if
the item is over five years old,
you have probably updated it
and the old cord is no longer
useful. So, what do you save
and what do you send to
e-waste?

I recommend going
through the box of cords,
pulling out the ones you can
identify and labeling them. An
alternate solution is to take the
entire box of cords to e-waste
and get on with your life. You
can usually purchase a re-
placement cord, unless the
item is so old they no longer
make them (in that case,
maybe it’s time to update the
device).

Decide on a labeling system

There are many types of
cord labels you can purchase.
It’s important to label all cords,
especially the cords for devices
that need to be charged fre-
quently. Isuggest using the
same color of label as the cord.
For example, a white label for
a white cord and so on. It will
be more aesthetic looking if it’s
the same color. You can search
“cord labels” to see all of the
options. Another way to label
the cords is by the type of cord
such as charging cables versus
audio cables, and so on.
Designate a charging home
Years ago, we designated a
charging spot for all of our de-
vices. Now, every room has a
charging station and our de-
vices are usually within arms
reach. Even devices that are
used less frequently, like
power banks, should have a
designated storage place.

Hide the mess of cords

Cable organizers are a
must! They come in various
forms, such as clips, ties and
sleeves. They help to bundle
cords together neatly, prevent-
ing them from becoming tan-
gled and creating a safety haz-
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compartments which will keep
the cords organized and out of
sight.

Storing and disposing of
cords

After your cords are la-
beled, I recommend storing
them with care to increase the
longevity.

When you are storing
cords, use the coiling system to
prevent kinks and damage.
Coil them into a loop, making
sure it’s not too tight and tie it
with a cable tie or Velcro strap.

You can purchase cord
containers that keep the cords
separate and protect them
from dust. In some cases, using
a simple drawer divider or
small containers within the
drawer can be a great solution.

A vertical solution is an-
other way to store the cords.
You can mount command
hooks on the inside of cabinets
if you don’t have room inside
the drawer.

Disposing your cords
properly is crucial. E-waste
can contain hazardous materi-
als, such as lead, mercury and
other toxic waste. Republic
Services offers free electronics
pickup at its bi-annual Reuse
Day or you can schedule
pickup for a fee. Proper dis-
posal prevents environmental
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in an organized way so you
don’t end up with the dreaded
box-o-cords.

Professional Organizer, Jennifer
Raftis, CPO® founded Efficiency
Matters, LLC to help you with all of
your organizing needs for your
home and business. She is a Certi-
fied Professional Organizer and an
active board member with NAPO,
National Association of Productivity
and Organizing Professionals.

She is also an independent repre-
sentative for The Container Store
and has expertise in designing clos-
ets, garages, pantries, playrooms
and more. In addition, she is a Cor-
porate Organizing and Productivity
Consultant and has worked with
Fortune 500 companies across the
U.S. Another large part of her busi-
ness is move management espe-
cially working with seniors who are
downsizing. She and her husband
have lived in Moraga for 30 years,

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988 ard. Velcro ties are helpful, as  p,; "5 s worth the effort to  Taising 3 kids and working count-
| sofra | ideli ess volunteer hours with many lo-
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9 St Marys Rd./Acampo Dr. Other Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd. Patrol Req./Security Check 32
Publlc SafEtY Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd. = Fireworks Moraga Way/School St. Public/School Assembly Check 3
Emergency response: Taylor Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd. 700 Block St. Mary's Rd. 300 Block Rheem Blvd. Supplemental Report 20
Emergency: 24 Hours 911 Acalanes Rd./Eb Sr 24 H&S Violation Moraga Rd./Via Granada Vacation House Check 0
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours Happy Valley Rd./Deer Hill Rd. 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd. Vehicle Theft Welfare Check 10
’ Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24 Harassment 100 Block Shuey Dr. Vehicle violations

925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777
or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Aug. 20 - Sept. 2

Alarms

29
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8

Traffic 69
Suspicious Circumstances 9
Suspicious Subject 15
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen 34
Patrol Req./Security Check 32
Public/School Assembly Check 8

Supplemental Report 17
Vacation House Check 9
Welfare Check 16
Ordinance Violation 4

Vehicle violations

Auto Burglary
3200 Block Apache Ct.
500 Block Bavarian Ct.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
700 Block Tanglewood Ln.
3500 Block Boyer Cir.
4000 Block Los Arabis Dr.
Taylor Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Reckless Driving
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave.
Reliez Valley Rd./Hermosa Way
Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Station Rd.
Mcgraw Ln./Reliez Valley Rd.

Tamper With Vehicle
3200 Block Sweet Dr.
Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
4000 Block Los Arabis Dr.
Tc - Property Damage
Deer Hill Rd./1St St.
Moraga Rd./Scenic Ln.
Acalanes Av/Pleasant Hill Rd.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vehicle Theft
900 Block Hough Ave.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud Credit Card
1500 Block Silver Dell Rd.
Misc Burglary
3500 Block Plaza Way
Petty Theft
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Iverson Dr./Moss Ln.
3100 Block Somerset Dr.
1200 Block Summit Rd.
Robbery Armed
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (7)
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3200 Block Stanley Blvd.
Warrant Service
4000 Block Fiora Pl
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic
3500 Block Deer Hill Rd.
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music
20 Block Diablo Cir.
Loud Noise
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Public Nuisance
Highland Rd./Sundale Rd.
4000 Block Marianne Dr.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Acalanes Rd./El Nido Ranch Rd.
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Wb Sr 24
3400 Block S Silver Springs Rd.
Vandalism
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
800 Block Reliez Station Rd.
3400 Block Orchard Hill Ct.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1200 Block Panorama Dr.

900 Block S Thompson Rd.

10 Block Moss Ln.

3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.
Phone Harass

800 Block Mountain View Dr.
Terrorist Threats

900 Block Dewing Ave.
Threats

90 Block Silverwood Dr.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Walnut St.

200 Block Lafayette Cir.

50 Block Lafayette Cir.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
Aug. 22 - Sept. 4
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
Corliss Dr./Moraga Rd.
1400 Block Moraga Rd.
Accident Property
Moraga Rd./School St.
Excessive Speed
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (3)
Rheem Blvd./Fernwood Dr.
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Moraga Way/Eastwood
Mor Rd./St Marys
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori (2)
Rhemm/Park
St Marys College (2)
St Marys/Morga Rd
Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr. (4)
Police Department
Canyon Rd./Sanders Dr.
Moraga Way/School St. (5)
Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
Reckless Driving
Miramonte Dr./Moraga Way
School St./Country Club Dr.
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800 Block Camino Ricardo
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

Police Department
Grand Theft

Police Department
Identity Theft

3800 Block Via Granada
Petty Theft

Osh

Homegoods
Petty Theft From Veh

1900 Block St Andrews Dr.

60 Block Corliss Dr.
Shoplift

400 Block Center St.

Theft Access Card

Rheem Theater
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Disturbing The Peace

30 Block Broadmoor

Bollinger Canyon Rd./St Marys
Loud Music

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.

1500 Block St Marys Rd.
Vandalism

Moraga Commons Park
Other
Animal Cruelty

20 Block Hour Fitness
Fire/Ems Response Info

900 Block Country Club Dr.
Mentally I11 Commit

1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Phone Harass

Police Department

NRINIOA

POLLICE

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

Aug. 20 - Sept. 2

Alarms 40
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 4
Traffic 60

Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject 8
Suspicious Vehicle 9
Service to Citizen 48

Accident Property
100 Block Lombardy Ln.
Orinda Way
Dui Misd
100 Block Crest View Dr.
Reckless Driving
St Stephens Episcopal Church (2)
St Stephens Dr./Las Vegas Rd.
Moraga Way/Stein Way
Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.
Miner Rd./Honey Hill Rd.
Camino Pablo/Wildcat Canyon Rd.
Glorietta Blvd./Moraga Way
Tc - Property Damage
Moraga Way/Orchard Rd.
Vehicle Theft
Wb Sr 24 At 1St St, Laf
100 Block Las Vegas Rd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary
80 Block Davis Rd.
Warrant Arrest
Brookwood Rd./Camino Pablo
Orinda Way
Camino Sobrante
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music
Valley View Dr./Woodland Rd.
Loud Noise
200 Block Lomas Cantadas
Loud Party
10 Block Dias Dorados Rd.
Public Nuisance
Camino Sobrante
Vandalism
Camino Pablo
Other
Failure To Obey
Camino Pablo
Loma Vista Dr./E]l Toyonal
Area Check
Forgery
200 Block Sundown Terrace
Police Department
H&S/Pos Paraphenalia
Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Litter
Camino Pablo
Loitering
20 Block Orinda Way
Mentally Il Commit
10 Block Rabble Rd.
Threats
500 Block Miner Rd.
Transient Contact
Moraga Way
Trespass
Orindawoods Dr./Kite Hill Rd.
El Ribero/Camino Sobrante
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Lamorinda Jiu-JItsu and Kickboxing women'’s self-defense class
empowers participants

By Emma Wong

The Lamorinda Jiu-Jitsu and
Kickboxing studio hosted its
bimonthly women’s self-
defense class on Aug. 20. The
90-minute session taught par-
ticipants strategies to confront
potential predators and pre-
vent assaults.

Eighteen female partici-
pants — including middle and
high schoolers, college stu-
dents, and adults — attended
this month’s class, including
Colbie Freese, a sophomore at
Campolindo High School. “I
came here to learn more
about self-defense,” Freese
said. “Self-defense is super
important for all women and
girls to become empowered
and be able to fight back when
the opportunity arises.”

According to the Lamor-
inda Jiu-Jitsu and Kickboxing
website, class attendees learn
“dynamic striking skills from
any position, effective strate-
gies for any attack, [and] the
ability to stay calm in high-
stress situations.”

Coach Stephanie Moon,
owner of Lamorinda Jiu-Jitsu
and Kickboxing, led the class
alongside Coach Melissa
Quintana-Velete. Moon is a
Gracie Jiu-Jitsu black belt and
a lauded MMA, boxing, and
Muay Thai champion.
Quintana-Velete is an active
coach and a Muay Thai-
kickboxing specialist with
over 20 years of experience.

“People ask what the most
effective way to defend your-
self is,” Quintana-Velete said.
“I think any martial art can be
effective because it gives you
confidence to say ‘back up,
what do you want?’ and ‘I can
handle myself.”

Participants learned core
concepts of self-defense, in-
cluding the four stages of as-
sault. In stage one, the at-
tacker identifies a subject. To
initiate stage two, the attacker
grabs the subject. During stage
three, the attacker tackles the
victim to the ground. In stage
four, the assault is committed.

Moon’s class aims to pre-
vent women from entering
stage one by teaching aware-
ness.

“It’s always important to
be aware: make eye contact
and stay off your phone,”
Moon said. “It’s been statisti-
cally proven that when
women fight back, they fare
better.” The National Institute
of Justice reports that more
than half of women who use
physical resistance prevent
sexual assault.

During the early stages,
the class stresses escaping an
attacker at first contact.
“When someone grabs you,
you have to start fighting back
right away. Don’t get into their
car or go anywhere with
them,” Moon said.

Should the assault
progress to stage two, the
women learned how to re-

spond to physical threats,
from an assaulter grabbing
their wrist to being caught in a
headlock. “We teach things
like wrist escapes and ponytail
grabs, which we have partici-
pants practice at home,” Moon
said. “[The moves] become
visceral so you don’t have to
think about them.”

In stage three, when an
attacker pushes the victim to
the floor, ground exercises are
critical for escape. The women
practiced breaking their falls
and returning to a fighting
stance. If pushed back down,
they rehearsed a “guard get-
up,” an exercise stemming
from jiu-jitsu. The last exer-
cises dealt with stage four.
Participants turned the tide
against their attackers with
techniques such as arm-bars —
a type of martial arts hold.

The women formed a
tight-knit community, part-
nering up to rehearse each
tactic. “The community is re-
ally important, with all these
girls gathering together for the
same purpose,” Stanley Middle
School student Zoe Freese
said.

In addition to a good
workout, women across grade
and age levels gained training
and knowledge from the class.
“Iloved how educational the
class was,” Colbie Freese said.
“We learned the techniques,
but we also learned why we
performed them and how they
can be more effective. Not

only was it very hands-on, but
we also learned what happens
in a self-defense situation.”

Statistics on assault in the
United States highlight the
need for self-defense, espe-
cially among women. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of
Justice’s 2022 Violence Against
Women report, 91% of sexual
assault and rape victims are
female, with cases often in-
volving intimate partners or
other acquaintances. Addi-
tionally, the CDC reports that
more than 1 in 2 women and
nearly 1 in 3 men have expe-
rienced sexual assault in their
lifetime.

The importance of self-
defense is not limited to
women. “We want this class to
be available to all people, not

Photo provided

just girls and women,” Moon
said. “You can fight back. Un-
fortunately, a lot of victims are
attacked by someone they
know. It’s never the victims’
fault.”

“The key takeaway is that
you can believe in and stand
up for yourself,” Quintana-
Velete said. “There are a lot of
dangerous people out there.
Even just using your voice and
telling people to stay away is
very powerful.”

Lamorinda Jiu-Jitsu and
Kickboxing also offers jiu-jitsu,
Muay-Thai kickboxing, adult
wrestling, and kids’ martial
arts classes. Women’s Brazil-
ian jiu-jitsu sessions are held
every Saturday at 9 a.m. For
more details, visit
https://lamorindajiujitsu.com/.

Lamorinda girls’ volleyball

... continued from Page A1l

“For us to be successful, we
have to improve our serving
and passing,” Walsh said.
“We’ve been working hard to
improve our overall consis-
tency in our serving and our
side out percentages.”
Miramonte

Miramonte head coach
Leslie Ray doesn’t beat around
the bush. “We’re in a rebuild-
ing phase,” Ray said. “I lost 10
seniors from last year, seven of
whom were the top killers on
offense, so last year’s under-
classmen are stepping into big
shoes that they have to fill.”

With a roster of six se-
niors, four juniors, four
sophomores and two fresh-
men, this is a team that is
building for the future. “We’re
working hard and striving in
every practice to get better,”
Ray said. “We're trying to fig-
ure out what our DNA is and
what defines us as a team and
all that will all come with the
growth of the team.”

Being a little undersized,
Ray is working hard to put to-
gether the right combination
on the front line. “It’s about
building the mentality that
they can get out there and
compete with anybody,” Ray
said. “We’re going to work
more on making sure that
we’re more control driven
and taking our swings when
we need to and just being
smart with the ball.”

The front line is led by co-
captain Sadie Symonds, Han-
nah Rush, junior Amanda
Roach, and freshman Sena
Hens. “Sadie has been one of
my top hitters and Hannah
who played in the back line
last year is now playing oppo-
site and has one of the best
arm swings as a lefty on the
team. Amanda has been play-
ing very well and Sena has a
nice swing and has been doing
very well as an outside hitter.
I’'m not afraid to play fresh-
men and in a year like this, I
have to get them on the
court.”

The strength of the team
is on the back line led by co-
captain and four-year starter,
libero Nicole Tuszynski and
senior setter Keira Elliot. Also
being used in the back line are
senior co-captain Tara Dao,
sophomore libero Ava Burton
and freshman setter Maddie
Yun.

“Nicole is one of the top
liberos in our league and with
Keira are a strong pair,” Ray
said. “Tara who is listed as an
outside hitter will also be

playing as a defensive special-
ist along with Sadie Symonds.
Ava Burton should also see a
lot more time as a libero as
the season develops. Maddie,
who played club prior to en-
tering high school, plays so
calm and is really mature for
a freshman and is playing a
lot behind Keira.”

Having coached for so
many years, Ray knows what
it takes to put together a win-
ning team. “For us to be suc-
cessful it’s just not letting any
team that comes your way
win, or lose, but knowing how
to deal with it. It’s up to us to
grow from every experience
and our ultimate plan for
every game is to get better.”
Campolindo

It’s accepted that every
team will lose players to grad-
uation but for the Campolindo
team, there were other key
losses for the team that had
not been expected. Charlotta
Bell, the team’s MVP last sea-
son, is coming off knee
surgery and is out for the be-
ginning of the season,
Makenna Crosson moved with
her family to San Jose and an-
other starter simply opted to
no longer play high school
volleyball which has led to
Campolindo having an un-
characteristic 3-4 record.

“When you lose three
starters that had Division I
college potential, you have to
build with what you’ve got,”
head coach John Vuong said.
“We’re improving and pro-
gressing but with those losses,
that’s why we are where we
are at today.”

At this point, Vuong is
looking for the chemistry on
the team to develop. “We’ve
had a lot of unforced errors
which is showing that the girls
don’t have the necessary un-
derstanding of each other on
the court,” Vuong said.

Right now, our leader in
the front court is Aveya Stone
who is getting a lot of looks,”
Vuong said “We also have
Hanna Bjornson, Gwen Ko-
plan, and Charlotte Eirich on
the outside. Mia Walloch and
Ava Rogers are up from JV and
we have a junior transfer that
came in from Texas, Gia
Okulicz, who is an athletic,
well-rounded player who will
be playing on the outside.”

Things just don’t come to-
gether that quickly with so
many new players. “It’s going
to take about a half a season
for these guys to come to-
gether,” Vuong said.

Things are also in a bit of
flux on the back row as well.

“At this point it’s still wide
open as to who among six
players is going to establish
themselves as the starting
libero and another five who
are competing for the defen-
sive specialist position,”
Vuong said. “We don’t have a
true, established lineup and
we’re still trying to figure out
whether to run a 5-1 or 6-2
lineup. There is a lot of uncer-
tainty right now for us to de-
fine who we are.”

Rachel Andre is the
Cougars’ senior setter along
with sophomore Cassidy Woo
who is up from last year’s JV
team. “It’s a challenge now,"
Vuong said, "and I believe that
it is going to be wide open in
our league and anybody can
win it, so it does make it more

interesting and exciting.”
Vuong’s advice to his
players is simple and succinct:
“I tell them to accept who you
are. You can’t be last year’s
team or other teams from the
past. You have to be who you

are. Be better than yesterday
and set small goals. That’s
what I am asking of them, and
I’ve seen it in practice.”

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

b

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Shop, Dine + Gather in Lafayette

Visit the new

ExperienceLafayetteCA.org

website from the City of Lafayette to explore local

businesses including restaurants, shops,
service businesses, event venues, and more!

Scan the code to visit ExperienceLafayetteCA.org

Follow ExperienceLafayetteCA on
Facebook + Instagram for a chance
to win a giftcard!

Weekly drawings through Oct. 15, 2023
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925.376-1118

Licssisnsl

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks, and
squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart Street, Lafayette
(925) 338-9304 877-7RATMAN

=FEST AND TERMITE=—
C OMTRHIDL

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

Head Frogvo Williams

LeapFrog Loot

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Letters to the editor

A dissenting view on Lafayette's
hillside 'memorial’

I first saw the hillside crosses
opposite the Lafayette BART station
in February 2005, immediately after
returning from a yearlong tour of
duty in Baghdad as a Medical Service
Corps officer in the US Army. When I
saw them, I became angry as it
seemed to me that the sacrifices of
my fellow servicemembers, Coalition
forces and countless Iraqis were be-
ing exploited for a cheap political
end. The intervening 20 years have
not changed my opinion, that it
serves no useful purpose and should
be removed. Real people with real
families lost their lives in Iraq, and
in Afghanistan, and in countless
other places. The impersonal and
anonymous nature of the Lafayette
crosses underscores that the people
who erected them did not know or
care about the victims or the par-
ents, siblings and children who suf-
fered, as individuals. The crosses
provide no comfort to the families of
the fallen and are not meant to.

Ask any soldier, if you should be
fortunate enough to meet one, and
they will tell you that wars are bad,
especially for the people in them. But
they will also tell you that their com-
rades who gave their lives, and their
families, deserve personal recogni-
tion for their sacrifices as people,
and not as faceless unknowns. There
are better examples of war memori-
als, the Vietham War Memorial for
one, and even Lafayette's own Veter-
ans Memorial Building, where the
builders took the trouble to find out
who they were memorializing, and
why.

John Donnelly
Moraga

Crosses: Overrated impact, dilapi-
dated, kinda creepy. Not Iconic
anymore

I've been meaning to write regarding
the crosses for several months. Now
is the time.

First, I live two blocks away, and
have passed by the hillside thou-
sands of times in my residency,
maybe tens of thousands of times. I
recently brought the young one

rials but the mass above these names
added nothing.

The weathered notion of a non-
cemetery hill of crosses is off putting,
up close, in their current state. The
region has moved on. A small group
of Mt. Diablo club members may
show up for events, with a camera-
seeking politician ready to micro-
phone (verb) on the big days, but I
would wager the crosses are a puz-
zlement to passersby. Itis not an in-
teresting place. The call of the 2000s
is long past, regarding such a visual.
I appreciate Karen MacMichael do-
ing a world peace sermon, but many
residents may have a military con-
nection, even if a generation re-
moved, so it is sometimes already on
the radar. We do have a Purple Heart
winning Iraq War veteran housed
near the corners of Monroe and
Moraga Blvds. He, like the current
owner of the hillside, shall remain
anonymous. I tend to think one of
these nameless folk would be more
publicly embraced than the other.
The grateful city that we are, I as-
sume many of the Acalanes graduat-
ing classes near 2001 knows this vet-
eran's travails and triumphs.

Time moves on. The crosses
have had their day. Maybe in the
case of the hillside, I would favor 400
units of low-income housing, yes, in
my backyard. Let's do it! As long as
the overseeing housing authority is
not derelict and does not misdirect
its funding, the wood of these 400
will not chip and crack, nor split and
fray, as has the currently embedded
material.

Dad did a tour or two, or was it
three. Yes, his aunt, and parents, and
wife, and children, know the costs. I
heard it said recently, no need to be
sanctimonious or preachy. Often a
picture is worth a thousand words.
Jim Rule
Lafayette

Regarding East Bay Sea Serpents
story

I was delighted to read Asha
Spitzer's piece on the East Bay Sea
Serpents' participation in this sum-
mer's Orinda Moraga Pool Associa-
tion swim meet. It is rare to find a
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news story with such in-depth cov-
erage of a Special Olympics event,
complete with athlete comments.
Spitzer does an exemplary job of
treating the athletes as athletes and
bringing the event to life.

Anyone interested in swimming
or volunteering with the East Bay
Sea Serpents can visit the team's site
at http://www.ebss.team/.

Jennifer Reid
Lafayette

50th Anniversary of Orindawoods

Orindawoods is celebrating its
50th anniversary. Thanks to our
Firewise volunteers, Orindawoods is
a Firewise USA community. We
spend hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars maintaining our 187 acres
(about 4% of Orinda!) and complying
with MOFD regulations. Last year,
we removed 40 dead and dying large
trees. We clear our large open
spaces every spring to minimize fuel
for a fire. Orindawoods Drive is a
major evacuation route in case of a
natural disaster. Orindawoods also
clears the route for our first respon-
ders and neighbors.

We have no gates or barriers.
Lamorinda residents can jog or stroll
along on our sidewalks and enjoy
our lovely gardens and parks. We do
ask dogwalkers to please clean up
after your dog and remove all waste.
Please don't leave a bag of dog waste
on our sidewalks! We love the
steady procession of dogwalkers and
pets, but note we don't have anyone
to clean up after your pet!

Our lovely pond is home to wa-
terfowl and fish. We welcome visi-
tors to enjoy the pastoral scene, but
we cannot permit fishing due to in-
surance restrictions. Please pass the
word, as some anglers apparently
can't read the "No Fishing" signs!

Orindawoods takes seriously its
charge as the steward of this beauti-
ful community. We extend a warm
welcome to our fellow Lamorindans
to enjoy a lovely walk through
Orindawoods in its golden anniver-
sary year.

Dick Rogan,
President, Orindawoods Association

Mo’s sizzling
~ summer
specials...
* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops !
and dryers :

there, under two years old, on a
walk. We hovered near the center of
the exhibit, but our stroll there was
short lived as up close, the hillside
reveals the crosses are dilapidated,
lacking paint, often falling apart, and
in general kind of a beside the point
exhibit. Certainly nothing profound
is felt upon seeing them. I remember

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not
necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those
who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please
give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter
submission. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road
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By Vera Kochan
To It!
Seven members of the House of
Representatives, led by Mark
DeSaulnier (D - Walnut Creek)
and Anna G. Eshoo (D - Menlo
Park), had written and signed
an Aug. 4 letter to Gov. Gavin
Newsom, State Senate and As-
sembly Leaders Toni Atkins and
Robert Rivas (respectively), ex-
pressing their concern over SB-

Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!
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532 —a hill that, if passed,
would have raised tolls on
seven Bay Area bridges (oper-
ated by Bay Area Toll Authority)
by $1.50, resulting in drivers
paying $9.50 to cross one bridge
as soon as 2024. This would not
apply to the Golden Gate Bridge,
which is operated and main-
tained by Golden Gate Bridge,
Highway and Transportation
District.

SB-532 was written by State
Senator Scott Wiener and As-
sembly Member Lori Wilson (D
- Suisin City) with the intent of
giving Bay Area transit agencies
enough time to continue ser-
vices while seeking a reliable
source in the form a possible
ballot measure.

During an Aug. 22 inter-
view on KTVU FOX 2 Weiner
stated, “We had a lot of support
in our Bay Area legislative dele-
gations, but there was opposi-
tion, too. So ultimately, we ran
out of time to try to build con-
sensus, so we are going to work
over the fall recess to try to
build more consensus around a
funding solution.”

If SB-532 had passed, Lam-
orinda residents who commute
to work five days a week over
bridges could have expected to
pay approximately $2,470 in
annual toll fees. Hardest hit
would have been low- and
moderate-income residents
who don’t have the luxury of
working from home.

“Data from bridge toll
transactions shows that 59% of
toll payers on the Bay Area
bridges come from just three
East Bay counties: Alameda
County (27.5%), Contra Costa
County (19.7%) and Solano
County (11.8%),” stated the let-
ter. “On the San Francisco Oak-
land Bay Bridge alone, where
over 31 million toll transactions
occurred in one year, 52% of
the toll payers came from
Alameda County and Contra
Costa County. Further, the per-
centage of bridge drivers origi-
nating from Contra Costa
County, San Mateo County, and
Santa Clara County has in-
creased since 2015, and now

With concerns regarding proposed toll
hikes on bridges, SB-532 is put on hold

accounts for almost 31% of toll
transactions.”

The letter also acknowl-
edged that COVID-19 had an ad-
verse effect on transit systems
to the point that financial sus-
tainability took a hit, and rider-
ship complaints pointed to lack
of safety, security, reliability,
and filthy conditions.

The members of congress
also felt that additional infor-
mation was needed to warrant
such a toll hike. They requested
a cost-benefit analysis of the
impact of the proposed increase
in bridge tolls on the average
daily driver of these affected
Bay Area bridges, a plan for in-
dependent oversight of both the
distribution of funds by the
Metropolitan Transportation
Commission to the Bay Area
transit agencies and the usage
of funds by Bay Area transit
agencies, as well as an analysis
of which transit agencies will
receive support from these
funds and their areas of service,
compared to the drivers that
pay the tolls. They also wanted
to know the impact of this type
of short-term funding source on
finding sustainable long-term
solutions, without substantial
external aid/bailouts (including
emergency federal aid), to sup-
port the operations of Bay Area
transit agencies, and requested
an impact analysis of low-
income or car-dependent
commuters.

According to DeSaulnier’s
website, “The letter has re-
ceived support from The Bay
Area Council. ‘The Bay Area
Council, which has led and sup-
ported numerous major invest-
ments in transportation over
the generations strongly op-
poses SB-532,’ said Jim Wun-
derman, Bay Area Council Pres-
ident and CEO. ‘Before yet again
asking motorists to dig deep
and pay more tolls, let’s have a
complete and honest review of
our region’s transit system, and
ensure that we are delivering
on reliability, efficiency, safety
and connectivity among the 27
operating agencies. The public
deserves nothing less.”
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Acalanes alum wins award at Cannes

Film Eestival

Photo Jacqueline Rosenthal

Acalanes alum and "Waves Apart" cinematographer, Jack
Lattin (right) and "Waves Apart" director, Josh Greene (left),
walk the red carpet at the Cannes Film Festival.

By Diane Claytor

As Jack Lattin approached the
end of his four years at
Acalanes High School, he faced
the dilemma that most gradu-
ating high schoolers do: what’s
next?

A self-described math and
science kid, Lattin considered
pursuing engineering as the
“safe route,” he said. But as
someone who loves movies,
had been making short films
throughout high school and
fondly remembers using his flip
camera to film in his neighbor-
hood when he was only 7 years
old, he also dreamt of a career
in filmmaking.

Film school won out and,
as he walked the red carpet at
the Cannes Film Festival earlier
this year, there was no doubt
that he made the right choice.

After graduating from
Acalanes in 2018, Lattin went
south to attend the University
of Southern California (USC)
School of Cinematic Arts, con-
sidered the best film program
in the world.

In his freshman year, Lat-
tin met fellow student Josh
Greene and the two have been
collaborating on films ever
since. In their senior year,
Greene asked Lattin to work
with him on his thesis docu-
mentary, “Waves Apart.”
Greene served as the director
while Lattin was the cine-
matographer of the short sub-
ject documentary.

The 24-minute film is about
antisemitism in surfing, partic-
ularly in the California surfing
history and culture. Greene is a
surfer and has personally wit-
nessed, as well as faced, anti-

semitism. He serves as the nar-
rator and interviews other Jew-
ish surfers and surfing experts,
learning of their similar
experiences.

Lattin credits his years as a
swimmer at Acalanes and a ju-
nior coach at Lafayette’s Sun
Valley Pool for helping prepare
him to film one of the final
scenes in “Waves Apart” when
seven surfers paddle out and
say a prayer in Hebrew, all
while Lattin is treading water,
holding his camera and filming
the emotional act.

“Waves Apart” has been
entered in numerous film festi-
vals and competitions and has
received glowing reviews as
well as several very prestigious
awards. Shortly after Lattin and
Greene graduated, the film was
a finalist for the 2022 Student
Academy Award, sponsored by
the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences as a platform
for emerging global talent.

It premiered at the well-
regarded Santa Barbara Inter-
national Film Festival, where it
had two screenings and Lattin
and Greene participated in a
question and answer session. It
has been selected to be shown
at the upcoming San Diego In-
ternational Film Festival as well
as the Paris Surf and Skate Film
Festival. Following its showing
at the Toronto Jewish Film Fes-
tival, a reviewer wrote, “Waves
Apart’ is a short documentary
that leaves a deep lingering
impression.”

Perhaps the most impres-
sive award came from the
Cannes Film Festival’s Emerg-

ing Filmmaker Showcase, con-
sidered one of the most impor-
tant events on the international
film calendar. A jury of agents,
producers and industry mem-
bers presented "Waves Apart"
with the award for Best Student
Documentary.

As significant as this award
is, Lattin notes that “one of the
most rewarding experiences
with the film is being able to
show it in more private screen-
ings,” as they did at Lafayette’s
Temple Isaiah recently. “It’s in-
teresting to hear the conversa-
tions that take place following
the viewings,” Lattin says.

Lattin and Greene hope to
find a distributor so that
“Waves Apart” can reach a
wider audience.

“Ilove documentary cine-
matography,” Lattin proclaims,
“because of the improvisational
nature of it ... it’s you and the
camera, very stripped down
crew, equipment and it’s like
you’re a fly on the wall. You can
be creative in a real time set-
ting, an aspect that has always
been exciting to me.”

Following their 2022 grad-
uation, Lattin and Greene
briefly went in different direc-
tions. However, they quickly
realized that they both wanted
to “develop their own artistic
voices and manage both their
creative control and their
schedules,” Lattin explains. So
they again teamed up, forming
their own film production com-
pany, Landport Productions.
The company is doing branded
commercial projects as well as
working on both independent
documentaries and scripted
narratives.

And Landport just hired
their first intern: a fellow
Acalanes graduate, Brooke
Westphal. Described by Lattin
as an educational program
where interns can “learn and
participate in all aspects of out-
reach, development and pro-
duction,” Westphal will direct a
commercial under the Land-
port banner this month.

Westphal isn’t the only
Acalanes alum that Lattin is
working with. For the past sev-
eral years, he has been writing
a script with longtime friends
and former classmates Kahren
Eloyan and Karl-Erik Mills. Lat-
tin describes the movie as a
coming-of-age action film that
“features a variety of iconic
East Bay locations and high-
lights the area’s Armenian
community.” Greene will pro-
duce the film and they are hop-
ing to shoot around the Bay
Area within the year.

Lattin hopes to direct films
in the future. “What I'm trying
to do now,” he reports, “is de-
velop skills in all areas because
knowing all the jobs and un-
derstanding the collaboration
process will only make me that
much better as a director.”

To view a trailer of “Waves Apart,” go to:
youtube.com/watch?v=Vw1_g6syyWY.

The art of birdwatching highlighted in
book of poetry

POETRY. TAKES FLIGHT.

Boeds of Cofiformea

" Famesfoerke

By Alison Burns

In 2020, as the world learned
to adjust to the COVID-19 lock-
down, wild bird seed suddenly
began to disappear off pet
shop shelves, while sales of
birdbaths and hummingbird
feeders almost doubled. The
rest of the world had discov-
ered what Jim Roethe, long-
time member of the Golden
Gate Audubon Society, had

Image provided

known for decades: the BP-
lowering, stress-relieving,
endlessly fascinating art of
birdwatching.

Roethe, a semi-retired at-
torney, has spent around 50

- years hiking and birding in

the East Bay Regional Park
system, and on Aug. 5 he was
joined by a rapt audience at
Orinda Books to present “Po-
etry Takes Flight: Birds of
California.”

This latest book is Roethe's
sixth, and the first to show-
case his self-penned poems,
which feature alongside the
photographs and captions of
the 77 birds featured in the
book - each of which has been
spotted by Roethe either on
his NorCal walks, in his
Orinda backyard or during the
Audobon Society's North
Orinda Christmas Bird Counts
that he sometimes leads.

Roethe spoke of waking in
his boyhood home to the

sound of birdsong and discov-
ering that his morning sound-
track came from the Red-
winged Blackbird. Roethe's
accompanying video clip, bor-
rowed from the internet, fea-
tured a mile of trees, on whose
bare branches sat half a mil-
lion blackbirds in full-throated
song, “like a river of birds
flowing.”

Anna's Hummingbird
came next, with a PBS video
clip that will probably make it
hard to glimpse this demure
little bird ever again without
recalling the male's kamikaze
mating ritual: traveling at 400
times its own length every
second, he dives toward his
mate so fast that the air pro-
duces a sound which the fe-
male apparently finds irre-
sistible, lending a whole new
meaning to the idea of “speed
dating.”

... continued on Page B2
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Apple Upside Down Cake

By Susie Iventosch

Here’s a fun little autumn
twist on the classic pineapple
upside down cake using sea-
sonal apples in place of the
pineapple slices. The
caramelized apples pair beau-
tifully with this delicious
vanilla cake for a fun fall
dessert. You can use green or
red apples but be sure to use
apples that hold up well in
baking. I've made this cake
with both Granny Smith and
Honeycrisp apples and really
enjoyed both. If you want a
little more color to the top of
your cake, use red apples and
leave the skins on. You can
also make this cake in a round
pan instead of square and that
will give you different options
on the apple pattern you
choose for the eventual top of
the cake. I arranged the apples
in a quilted pattern for this
square cake. You can arrange

Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com. Thi
our website: www.lamorindaweekly.com  If you would
recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call ot

Or visit https://treksandbites.com
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the apples any way you like,
but if you use a square pan,
this pattern seems to work
very well. If you choose a sim-
ilarly sized round pan you can
arrange them is a circular
fashion like a swirl or a
flower.

One key thing to know
about upside down cake, is
that when it is done baking,
you should remove it from the
oven and let the cake cool for
10 minutes (not more and not
less) before inverting it. This
seems to be just the right
amount of time to allow the
cake to flip perfectly. Then,
leave the pan over the in-
verted cake for a few minutes
to allow all of the topping to
work its way out of the pan.
This way you won’t miss any
of the delicious gooey topping.

We have also made this
cake with plums and peaches
in the summer and that is a
great summertime version,
too!

925-377-0977
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INGREDIENTS
Apples

1/2 tsp. cinnamon

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Caramelized apples key to this fun fall dessert

T
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3 medium apples Granny Smith, Braeburn or Honeycrisp
2 oz. butter, melted (1/4 cup or 1/2 stick or 4 tbsp.)
1 cup (packed) light brown sugar

1/2 tsp. cardamom (use 1/4 tsp. nutmeg or allspice if you don’t have cardamom)

Cake Batter

1/3 cup butter, at room temperature

1/3 cup light brown sugar

1/3 cup granulated sugar

2 large eggs, separated
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

1 1/2 cups cake flour can use all-purpose, but cake flour makes the cake a bit fluffier

1 tbsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
1/3 cup apple juice
1/3 cup milk
DIRECTIONS
Apples:

Grease or spray an 8x8 inch baking pan. Preheat oven to 350 F.

Core apples and slice into thin (1/4 to 1/2-inch) wedges. You can peel the apples too, if you
prefer, but we like the color from the red apples, so we leave the peels on. Gently toss the
apples with the cinnamon and cardamom.

Mix 1 cup brown sugar with melted butter and spread evenly on the bottom of the

prepared baking pan.

Arrange apple slices in whatever pattern you like on top of the brown sugar. Set aside

while you make the cake.
Cake Batter:

Separate eggs into whites and yolks. Keep the yolks handy for adding to the cake batter.
Place whites in a mixing bowl and, using clean, dry beaters, beat until stiff peaks form. Set

aside.

Mix flour, baking powder and salt together in a small bowl. Set aside. Mix milk, apple juice
and vanilla together and set aside.

Cream butter and sugars together in a large mixing bowl until light and fluffy. Add egg
yolks and beat well. Add flour and liquids alternately beating well after each. Begin and end
with dries. Gently fold beaten egg whites into the batter just until incorporated.

Spread batter over the apples in the prepared baking pan. Bake for 30 minutes, or until a

cake tester inserted into the center of the cake comes out clean.

Remove from oven and allow to cool for 10 minutes. Then, place a cake platter or a serving
plate upside down on top of the cake. Holding tightly to both the cake pan and the serving dish,

presentation!

invert the cake. Leave the baking pan on top of the inverted cake just until most of the good
stuff drips down over the cake, about 3-5 minutes. Remove the cake pan.

Serve apple upside cake with a dollop of whipped cream or your favorite vanilla,
cinnamon, caramel or praline ice cream or frozen dessert. We also love yogurt-whipped cream
with this cake. Simply whip 1 cup of whipping cream and fold in 3/4 cup nonfat Greek (thick)
yogurt. Flavor with a teaspoon of vanilla and one tablespoon of powdered sugar.

Note - don’t wait too long to invert your cake after it comes out of the oven. We find that 10
minutes is plenty of time for the cake to cool enough to flip it. If you wait too long to invert the
cake, the caramelized apple topping can get crystallized and stick to the bottom of the cake
pan. This can mess with your apple pattern and makes it harder to make a beautiful cake

International film in Orinda: ‘The Eight Mountains’ a touching
fresco of two interwoven lives

By Sophie Braccini

Between two boys, growing into
maturity and adulthood, the
long path of their intertwined
destinies unfolds in “The Eight
Mountains,” a lyric Italian
movie opening in Orinda on
Sept. 15.

Photo provided

The title of the movie
comes from a Hindu metaphor:
Inside a circle that represents
the world are eight mountains
and seas; at the center of the
circle is the highest mountain.
Who is the person who sees
most? The one who travels the
eight mountains, or the one

that takes the time to climb to
the summit of the central one?
This is the existential question
at the heart of the movie co-
directed by Felix Van Groenin-
gen and Charlotte Vandermeer-
sch, adapted from the Italian
best selling novel by Paolo
Cognetti.

In a magnificent setting in
the heart of the Italian Alps, as
well as other places around the
world, “The Eight Mountains”
tells the story of two friends,
almost brothers, and their
quest for meaning and belong-
ing. This long saga, over two
hours, contrasts the very dif-
ferent life choices made by the
two young men. One stays true
to his roots, what he feels is his
true nature, going up an ardu-
ous path that makes him one
with the mountains he loves.
The other one is the wanderer,
lost sometimes, but always
seeking. At the center of the
friendship that was born in
childhood and will almost
never falter, is the figure of a

father, and what he wanted to
transmit to the two boys.

Along the way, many topics
are touched upon. The diffi-
culty to make a living as a small
mountain farmer, the fantasies
people have about returning to
nature, the commonality be-
tween people around the world
that live precarious traditional
lifestyles. The movie does not
present the return to nature as
the ideal choice to find authen-
ticity again. It is not that simple
and the choices of following in
one's parents’ footsteps or
breaking away from it are
shown in all their complexity,
as well as their uncertainties as
far as consequences.

Luca Marinelli as Pietro
and Alessandro Borghi as
Bruno have been cast perfectly.
The two actors offer nuanced
performances portraying the
evolution of their characters,
making them infinitely like-
able.

The co-directors are from
Belgium, but they decided to

film in Italian in the Aosta Val-
ley (in the Italian Alps) that had
inspired Paolo Cognetti when
he wrote his novel. They
learned Italian and moved
there ahead of filming. During
an interview given to France-
info before the 2022 Cannes
Film Festival, the directors in-
dicated that they had chosen a
square visual format to be able
to better portray the moun-
tains’ height. They also ex-
plained their choice of creating
a very linear film to reinforce
the feeling that there is no go-
ing back in life.

This beautiful and touching
fresco will open at the Orinda
Theatre on Sept. 15 for at least
one week. “The Eight Moun-
tains” won several interna-
tional prestigious awards in-
cluding the Jury’s Prize at the
2022 Cannes Film Festival. It is
brought to Lamorinda by the
local nonprofit, the Interna-
tional Film Showcase. Tickets at
www.orindamovies.com/

The art of birdwatching

... continued from Page B1

Roethe told a tale of walk-
ing the Orinda Country Club
golf course and, seeing an
empty hollow in a nearby tree,
drew close to look inside. His
poem begins: “Hollow tree I see
up yonder, what could be its use
I ponder/Might the tree be sick I
wonder, or just a slight on tree's
décor?”

His head in the hollow, our
plucky poet was forced to leap
back several feet when an enor-
mous Mama Turkey Vulture
shot out straight into his face.
However, once over the shock,
Roethe braved another inspec-
tion and discovered two fluffy
fledglings staring back at him,
photos of which appear in the
book.

Stanza three concludes
with the words "Mother watch-
ing patiently/Wants me gone
forevermore."

Roethe spoke about his var-
ied writing style throughout the
book, revealing that in this case
he was aiming to write "to the
meter of Edgar Allan Poe's ‘The
Raven.™

He also took a stab at writ-
ing Japanese haikus, the three-
line unrhymed poem with a
five-seven-five syllable pattern.
It's a difficult poetic form to
master but Roethe obviously
studied it well, ensuring that his
final line concluded with the
traditional "cutting word" and
bestowing this unique cadence
on America's national bird, the
Bald Eagle.

This time, Roethe showed a
video of a Bald Eagle hovering
over water, its eye on a huge
hake below. Seamlessly, the
bird dives down, grabs the mas-
sive fish (estimated to be the
same weight as the eagle) and
soars back up into the sky. Ap-
parently there's fast food ... and

then there's not-quite-fast-
enough food.

There are many more fas-
cinating birds in this book, each
with its own unique story. Why,
for instance, is the Common
Poorwill unfairly labeled a
"goatsucker"? Which well-
camouflaged bird possesses the
unique talent to put itself into a
state of torpor for minutes or
even months? And whose elon-
gated white and orange bill has
earned him the moniker
"Skunkhead Coot"?

Jim Roethe's passion for his
subject is evident on every page,
and that passion surely ignited
the same feeling in his audi-
ence: one woman asked how to
get started with birdwatching.
After several moments, Roethe
replied “get out of the house ...
get onto the trail, buy a pair of
'not too expensive but not
cheap' binoculars - and just be
observant.”

As Seen in Lamorinda

This photo
of the Super
Blue Moon
resting on
top of the
Lafayette
Reservoir
tower,
trying to
hide behind
a curtain of
smoke, was
taken at
6:41 a.m.
Aug. 31 by
Bernard
Martin of
Orinda.

Photo Bernard Martin
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Temple Isaiah hosts JCRC ‘Here I A’ initiative to unite against antisemitism

Submitted by Rebecca Norton

Lafayette for JCRC initiative.

Following a growing trend na-
tionwide of antisemitism at-

3h0t0pr0vided
Numerous officials gather on Aug. 25 at Temple Isaiah in

tacks by swatting, hate speech,
and hate crimes to members

within this marginalized com-
munity, Temple Isaiah on Aug.
25 hosted the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council (JCRC)
“Here I Am: Communities
United Against Antisemitism”
initiative to unite against anti-
semitism. The conference in-
cluded numerous Contra Costa
County and California elected
officials, including U.S. Repre-
sentative Mark DeSaulnier,
State Senator Steve Glazer, As-
sembly member Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, Assembly mem-
ber Tim Grayson, Walnut
Creek Council member Kevin
Wilk, El Cerrito Mayor Pro Tem
Tessa Rudnick, Hercules Mayor
Alex Walker-Griffin, and Con-
tra Costa County District Attor-

ney Diana Becton.

Community leaders, in-
cluding Temple Isaiah’s Senior
Rabbi Jill Perlman, Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church
Rev. Jaime Polson, and JCRC
Bay Area CEO Tyler Gregory
spoke in response to the grow-
ing antisemitic hate crimes in
California, and highlighted that
all members of the convening
were providing a demonstra-
tion of solidarity and support
of the Jewish community.

“Today’s gathering is all
about us proclaiming “Here I

am” as we acknowledge the
deep pain of antisemitism in
our midst,” Perlman said. “We
are bound together; each one
of us, as human beings, to cre-
ate the world that we all de-
serve. A world where folks of
all heritages, all ethnicities, all
religions, can show up exactly
as who we are without fear of
bias and discrimination. We
stand here today with one foot
in the world as it is and one in
the world as it should be.
Bridging the gap with our wit-
ness, accountability, and love.”

For more information about JCRC’s “Here I Am: Communities
United Against Antisemitism” please visit their website at
JCRC.org/blog/here-i-am

To watch the conference through the recorded livestream, visit:

https://youtube.com/live/iyXKb5DfK24?feature=share

Lafayette elementary students
spend 2 weeks studying in the

Czech Republic

Submitted by Martina Heithoff

Lukas (left)

Lukas (9) and Adam (7)
from Lafayette Elemen-
tary School spent two
weeks in June studying
alongside Czech students
in their respective grades
in the small wine-making
village of Brumovice in
the south east corner of
the Czech Republic,
which is where their
mom was born and
raised and where their
grandparents still live.
Being half Czech and
speaking Czech made it
easier for them to adapt
and understand the sub-
ject; nevertheless, it takes
a lot of courage and

and Adam
(right) pose
with books
signed by
their
classmates
during their
last day of
school.
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bravery to enter new
classrooms that have al-
ready been meeting since
September. Their family
was proud of them for
wanting to take two
weeks out of their sum-
mer vacations to go back
to school in a new envi-
ronment where they did
not know anyone. They
were also very apprecia-
tive of the school director
and all of the school staff
for enabling this oppor-
tunity, particularly for
them taking on an addi-
tional two students dur-
ing the busy end of the
school year period.

Lamorinda community
donates over 1,500 pairs

of shoes
By Cynthia Brian

From left: Campo Key Club Officers Suraya
Mathai-Jackson, Claire Damiano, Chloe Cheung,
Nina Damiano, and Zarah Thomas.

Moraga nonprofit Be the
Star You Are, in partner-
ship with 5A Rent-A-
Space and Mark Hoog’s
State Farm Insurance,
want to thank all the sup-
porters who donated to
its shoe drive to support
micro-entrepreneurs,
mostly women, in devel-
oping countries to help
them build self-
sufficiency, and to benefit
their local communities
by supplying much-
needed affordable shoes.
With the help of the
community, BTSYA was
able to collect 1,575 pairs
of shoes which will be
shipped to countries in
poverty. Teen chairper-
son, Ella Kalpakjian, who
spearheaded collecting

shoes from local schools
commented, “Although
we didn’t reach our goal
of 2,000 pairs, the amount
we collected is insanely
impressive!”

George Burnz, man-
ager of 5A was pleased as
he believes that this effort
epitomizes the meaning
of “community caring,”
and Mark Hoogs stated,
“Thanks to the generosity
of so many people in our
community in Lamor-
inda, 1,575 people will
have shoes that may not
have otherwise had them
— allowing them to work
and go about their daily
life activities more safely
- something we're fortu-
nate to be able to take for
granted.”

Kiwanis announces
Campolindo Key Club
Service Award winners
Submitted by Steve Woehleke

From left: Campo Key Club Officers Suraya
Mathai-Jackson, Claire Damiano, Chloe Cheung,
Nina Damiano, and Zarah Thomas.

The Kiwanis Club of
Moraga Valley is proud
to announce this year’s
Campolindo Key Club
Service Award to Chloe
Cheung (°'24), their Key
Club Fundraising Coor-
dinator, who was chosen
by the Campo Key Club
Officers Suraya Mathai-
Jackson, Claire Damiano,
Nina Damiano, and
Zarah Thomas.

In the words of these
impressive officers: “We
chose Chloe to receive
the Key Club Community
Service Award because
she has gone above and
beyond her role as
Fundraising Coordinator,
taking initiative in plan-
ning events and showing
up to every Key Club
meeting with enthusiasm
and new ideas. She was
incredibly helpful in our

garage sale fundraiser,
organizing supplies,
transporting donations,
and leading volunteers,
and the success of the
garage sale was in large
part, because of her ded-
icated time and effort.
Chloe has been a very
supportive officer, al-
ways ready to contribute
her time or her ideas,
and it has been an honor
to work with her this
year!”

The Kiwanis Club of
Moraga Valley sponsors
Key Clubs at each of the
Lamorinda high schools
and coordinates with
these clubs on various
service projects and
leadership efforts as they
offer great service to our
extended communities in
Contra Costa and
Alameda counties.
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Students raise money for
Red Cross with Leis for
Lahaina fundraiser

Submitted by MSD Superintendent Julie Parks

In the Moraga School
District, a commitment to
service learning is a pri-
ority. Community service
helps to build empathy
and connectedness for
our students — and hope-
fully a lifelong commit-
ment to giving back and
supporting a healthy
community! As stu-
dents came back to
school after a tragic dis-
aster in Mauli, it was an
obvious next step to mo-
bilize into action. Under
the fantastic direction of
Clare Fallon, Camino
Pablo fifth-grade teacher,
the vision for Leis for La-
haina emerged. Ms. Fal-
lon collaborated with her
fellow leadership teach-
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ers throughout the dis-
trict, Brett Lorie (JM), Jes-
sica Labasco (LP), and
Kelly Cavellero (Rheem)
to develop a plan for
leadership students to
make leis in support of
the victims of the Maui
wildfire. The leis were
made by students for
students to purchase and
wear on Sept. 1. All pro-
ceeds from the Leis will
be donated to the Ameri-
can Red Cross. We are so
proud of our Moraga stu-
dents for supporting this
effort and working so
hard to ensure that Mor-
aga can be part of the
support for victims of
this terrible tragedy.

Community Service: weare pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s
dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be
sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

I MEo 7y
Ruth Caroline Dyer

July 13, 1921 — March 22, 2022

ovid-delayed services will be held 11 a.m.

Saturday, 23 Sept. 2023, at St Anselm’s
Episcopal Church for Ruth Dyer, a resident of
Lafayette for over 70 years.

Born in Oakland July 13, 1921, she grew up in
Tulare County where her father grew oranges and
olives. She died at home March 22, 2022.

The holder of B.A. and M.A. Degrees in History
and a Teaching Credential, all from U.C Berkeley,
Ruth taught at Acalanes High School for 30 years.

After her 1951 move to Lafayette, Ruth
immersed herself in the community. At various times,
she served on the St. Anselm’s Vestry, the Lafayette
and Contra Costa County Historical Societies, the
Lafayette Sign Commission, the Lafayette Design
Project, and the Alamo-Lafayette Cemetery District.

Ruth was predeceased by her parents Ephraim
and Zoe Dyer, brothers Ephraim and Peter Dyer and
their wives, and niece Carolyn Dyer.

She is survived by nephews Stephen, Peter, and
John Dyer, and nieces Susanne Dyer and Jane Dyer
Cook and their families.

Ruth’s ashes will be interred beside those of
her parents in the Old Pioneer Cemetery section of
Hayward’s Chapel of the Chimes Cemetery.

The family suggests memorial gifts to the Save
the Redwoods League, Attn Alder Creek Grove
Restoration Project, 114 Sansome St, San Francisco,
CA 94104.
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Avonia “Vonie” Marsh
Dondero
Feb. 12, 1929 — Aug. 30, 2023

vonia “Vonie”

Marsh Dondero
passed away on Aug.
30, 2023 at the age of
94. She was born in
Berkeley, California,
on Feb. 12, 1929. She
attended Berkeley
High School, fall class
of 1946; University
of California, class
of 1951, and married
Raymond Stevenson
Dondero on Dec. 20, 1952. She was an Orinda
resident from 1955 to 1997 and a Rossmoor resident
since.

Vonie was a devoted mother, Chi Omega
Sorority leader, accomplished ice skater, judge, and
accountant, enthusiastic traveler, skilled weaver and
seamstress, golfer, gardener, family genealogist and
member of Daughters of the American Revolution.

Vonie was predeceased by her husband,
Raymond Stevenson Dondero and her son, Steven
Battaglia Dondero.

She is survived by her sister, Marilyn Marsh
Wilson, daughter, Denise Dondero Schaffer, and son,
David Edward Dondero, three grandsons, and five
great-grandchildren, the most recent born just seven
days before in a lovely reminder of the endless circle
of life.

A private interment ceremony will be held at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Orinda at a future
date.

In memory of Vonie, contributions may be
made to the “UC Davis Foundation,” directed to the
George Marsh Scholarship Fund (Department of
Food Science and Technology) at: UC Davis Gift
Administrator, 202 Cousteau Place, Suite 185, Davis,
CA 95618.

Share Your Celebrations and

Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a
special event or achievement, such as a wedding, en-
gagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resi-
dent, or about a special person from Lamorinda who
has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to
200 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and
include “Celebrations or Remembrances” in the subject
line.
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

East Bay Artists Guild an-
nounces: Local artists will display
and sell their works on Saturday,
Oct. 7, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
Celebration Center, located at 1601
Mary Drive in Pleasant Hill. All are
welcome to explore the array of art
and enjoy refreshments.

The Lafayette Public Art Com-
mittee is excited to present "The
Morning Bell Project,” an exhibi-
tion, featuring a community quilt
and moving drawings by children,
that raises awareness around
keeping schools safe from gun vio-
lence. The show is on view now
until Jan. 9 at the Library Public
Art Gallery located in the Don
Tatzin Community Hall, adjacent to
the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center (3491 Mt Diablo Blvd). The
venue is only open during public
events at the Community Hall. A
reception will be held on Oct. 10
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. The event is
free and open to the public. Fami-
lies and children are welcome.

The September exhibit at the Art
Gallery at the Orinda Library is
Native American Sand Paintings,
watercolor paintings by Rita Skyler,
oil and watercolor paintings by
Jane Raymond, and encaustic/resin
art and paintings by Claudette Mc-
Dermott. The gallery is at 26
Orinda Way and is open Monday to
Saturday.

Music

Fall Music Series: Vibes at the Ve-
randa. An exciting season of music
featuring larger bands with a
much more robust sound. Join us
every Wednesday from Sept. 13
through Oct. 18, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Fountain Pavilion Park (Dia-
mond Boulevard, Concord). This
free 6-week Fall Music Series is the
perfect way to celebrate the arrival
of autumn with phenomenal food,
delightful entertainment, and a
fantastic atmosphere. The 2023
Vibes at the Veranda lineup in-
cludes: Sept. 13: Arial Marin Band;
Sept. 20: Jonah Melvon Band; Sept.
27: Hella Fitzgerald; Oct. 4: Jazz
Mafia ft. Erin Honeywell and Solas
B Lalgee; Oct. 11: Feed the Kitty
and Oct. 18: Grupo Nostalgia

Internationally known pianist
Randall Benway returns to per-
form Beethoven's Piano Concerto
No. 4 with the Diablo Symphony
Orchestra on Sunday, Sept. 17, at 2
p-m. at the Lesher Center for the
Arts. Jean Sibelius's Symphony No.
1 and his majestic tone poem "Fin-
landia" are also featured. Benway,
a longtime Lafayette resident be-
fore moving to Washington State,
has performed extensively in the
US, Europe, and Asia. Visit
www.diablosymphony.org for de-
tails and a ticketing link.

Ensemble Mirable performs the
first concert set of San Francisco
Early Music Society’s exciting
2023-24 season from Sept. 29 to
Oct. 1, in a concert that unearths
and brings to light lesser-known
early music gems. “Beyond Bach
and Handel” showcases buried
treasure in that it highlights less
familiar Baroque composers such
as Salamone Rossi, Dietrich Becker,
Biagio Marini, and Jean Zewalt
Triemer, who rub shoulders in this
concert set with their more famous
colleagues such as Bach, VIvaldi,
and Handel. Friday, Sept. 29, 7:30
p-m., in Palo Alto; Saturday, Sept.
30, 7:30 p.m., in Berkeley; Sunday,
Oct. 1, 4 p.m., in San Francisco.
Tickets between $30 and $40 per
ticket; attendees are encouraged to
pay more if they are able to.
https://www.sfems.org

Classical Voice and Nature Songs,
Local Opera Stars Perform at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Walnut
Creek. Saturday, Sept. 16, 7 p.m.
1924 Trinity Avenue, Walnut
Creek, or online broadcast: visit
stpaulswc.org/concert-series for the
concert link. Donations graciously
accepted at the door (avg. $20/$10
Students) and in our online regis-
tration. All are welcome regardless
of donation! (925) 934-2324

Laurie Roldan has partnered
with Town Hall Theatre Co. in
Lafayette to bring back her popular
Cabaret series, “Laurie Sings a
Song for You: A Cabaret Concert
Inspired by the Music of Karen
Carpenter.” Sept. 15 and 16 at 2
p-m. Featuring special guest vocal-
ists Anita Colotto and Michelle
Ianiro, musicians Scott Welsh and
Devon Minser, and Town Hall Ed-
ucation students. Happy hour from
1-1:30 p.m. during the matinee
performances. Town Hall Theatre
Co, 3535 School Street, Lafayette.

Tickets: general, $45. senior/youth,
$40. www.townhalltheatre.com/
lauriesings

Town Hall Theatre Company:
“The Turn of the Screw,” adapted
by Jeffrey Hatcher, story by Henry
James. Sept. 28 and 29 (Previews),
Sept. 30-Oct. 21. Town Hall Theatre,
3535 School Street, Lafayette. Tick-
ets: $20-45, Pay-What-You-Can tick-
ets will be available at all perfor-
mances at the door.
www.townhalltheatre.com/
turnofscrew

Free performances of San Fran-
cisco Shakespeare Festival’s pro-
duction of Cymbeline take place at
the Bruns Amphitheater, 100 Cali-
fornia Shakespeare Theater Way,
Orinda on: Sept. 16, 17, 23 and 24.
All shows are at 4 p.m. No ticket or
reservation is required. More info
at https://sfshakes.org/free-shakes-
venues/#orinda

Orinda Starlight Village Players
present Malcolm Cowler's adapta-
tion of Carlo Collodi's Pinocchio.
Follow the adventures of a wooden
Puppet, Pinocchio, who longs to
become a real boy. Fridays and
Saturdays, at 8:30 p.m. through
Sept. 30, Sunday, Sept. 17 and 24, 4
p-m., Thursday, Sept. 28, 8 p.m.
Orinda Community Center Park
Amphtheater. www.orsvp.org.
Tickets at Box Office or call (925)
528-9225 or email info@orsvp.org

Join the Sweet Thursday Author
Series on Thursday, Sept. 21 at 7
p-m. in the Don Tatzin Community
Hall at the Lafayette Library to
hear author Ingrid Rojas Contreras
discuss her newest book, “The Man
Who Could Move Clouds: A Mem-
oir.” This is a free event, but regis-
tration is required at

Tinyurl.com/sweet-Sept23. The
doors will be open at 6:30 p.m. for
coffee and treats. The program is
sponsored by the Friends of the
Lafayette Library.

Camille Minichino, Jo Mele, Claire
Johnson, and Billie Dupree will be
at Reasonable Books (3645 Mt. Di-
ablo Blvd, Lafayette) Saturday, Sept
16 at 11 a.m. Bring your questions
about writing and meet four,
funny, female authors and their
characters. Show your support of
an independent bookstore and lo-
cal authors by attending. Free.

Other

Janelle Davis, the Assistant Di-
rector of Undergraduate Admis-
sions will appear in Moraga on
Thursday, Sept. 21 to speak about
the college admissions process in
general and of the UC system in
particular. Parents of high school
juniors and seniors are encour-
aged to attend. The cost is $10, and
it will be held at the Holy Trinity
Serbian Orthodox Church. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m., and the program
will be 6 to 7:30 p.m. Bottled water
will be provided, but no food will
be served. For information and
registration, please link to: mora-
garotaryevents.com

The 2023 Lafayette Art & Wine
Festival will be held Saturday,
Sept. 23, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, Sept. 24, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in
Downtown Lafayette. Featuring 4
stages with 20+ bands, 300 artist /
craft booths, 4 kid zones, wide se-
lection of California varietals and
craft beers, local dining + shop-
ping! Free Admission. View music
schedule and learn more at
https://lafayettefestival.com. Pro-
duced by the Lafayette Chamber.

Lafayette Sustainable Sunday
2023. Oct. 1, 3-6 p.m. Community
Center at Jennifer Russel Building,
500 St. Mary’s Rd., Lafayette.
Amazing local speakers who will
share their experiences in green
building concepts for your home,
how to add permaculture to our
gardens, and how to live a more
sustainable life. Tickets at
www.sustainablelafayette.org

Lafayette Community DEIB We-
binar Oct. 12, 7 - 8 p.m. “Education
about LGBTQI+ - Beyond the Bi-
nary.” Hosted by the Rainbow
Community Center in Concord.
During the webinar, participants
will learn the foundational con-
cepts of Sexual Orientation, Gen-
der Identity, and Expression, iden-
tify current outcomes of rigid gen-
der norms in our communities,
and devise ways we can begin to
break through dominant narra-
tives around the gender binary.
There will be a facilitator and a
moderator provided by RCC as well
as a Lafayette DEIB committee
moderator for the session. To reg-
ister and post questions for the
webinar, go to
https://tinyurl.com/lafayettedeib

Wine and Tapas Speaker Series
Presents: Sacred, Secular, and the
Shifting Boundaries of American
Religion - Featuring: Professor of
Religion and Society, Jerome
Baggett. Sunday, Oct. 1, 4:30 - 6
p.m. Main Hall at Creekside Com-
mons; 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette,
Entry B. Bring a bottle of wine
and/or a small plate to share. Reg-
ister to attend at
creeksidecommons.org/
upcomingevents

The Moraga Community Service
Day will be held Oct. 6-8, with the
goal of bringing the townsfolk to-

gether to assist those in need, and

help beautify our schools and
town. Sponsored and led by a
Steering Committee of Moraga
Community groups. Moraga fami-
lies and individuals are encour-
aged to sign up and volunteer 1-3
hours to help. To view all the pro-
jects and sign up for your favorite
one or two, visit
http://moragaserviceday.org/

Moraga Garden Club welcomes
the owner of Hollie’s Homegrown
of Lafayette. Hollie Lucas-Alcalay
will talk about how to grow, har-
vest and create your own blend of
Lamorinda herbs. In addition,
there will be a hands-on segment
which will give attendees the op-
portunity to create their own
blend. A $10 fee will cover cost of a
glass jar, lid, label and herbal mix-
ture. A reservation for you and
your guest/s is required (regardless
of participation jar-filling activity)
and need to be emailed to
Ellen.beans@gmail.com by
Wednesday, Sept. 13. Holy Trinity
Church, 1700 School Street. Mor-
aga, 9:30 a.m. for social time. Pre-
sentation to follow. We are free
and open to the public.
www.moragagardenclub.org

Lafayette Garden Club monthly
meeting begins on Sept. 14 at 9:30
a.m. for social time and nibbles
before the short business meeting
begins at 10 a.m. It is held at the
Veteran’s Hall, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette and is free to at-
tend. Our speaker will be Jenny
Papka from Native Bird Connec-
tions. She will have an owl for her
presentation “Owls and Friends.”
There will also be a horticulture
presentation by our Master Gar-
dener, Liz Whiteford on planting
onions and garlic.
www.lafayettegardenclub.com.

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.
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“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel
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Optimism abounds for the Lamorinda girls tennis teams

By Jon Kingdon

If there is one thing that all of
the tennis teams can agree on,
it’s that it’s nice not to have to
find a time to practice early or
late when it’s not 114 degrees.
Talent and character abound
with all of the teams, and each
are pointing to making it to
the North Coast Sectional
Tournament this year.
Miramonte

Coming off a very success-
ful season where they made it
to the NCS championship, ulti-
mately losing 4-3, head coach
Riki Sorenson is excited about
the prospects for this year’s
team already having defeated
Foothill, the fourth-place fin-
isher last year, 8-1 and Bishop
O’Dowd 7-2.

“It is too early to know a
lot about our team, but I've
learned that a good chunk of
our girls invested a lot of time
in their games from last sea-
son until now,” Sorenson said.
“We have a number of girls
that played all year round and
it showed at the tryouts where
they played that much better
than last season. It’s a good
core group that can play both
singles and doubles.”

Caitlin Chan who played
number three as a freshman
last year is now the lead sin-
gles player. “Caitlin has really
made extraordinary improve-
ment from last year,” Soren-
son said. “Her strength had
been consistency, but she has
become more powerful in her
serving and ground strokes
and has already had two big
wins over the top players at
Carondelet and Piedmont.”

With the loss of last year’s
No. 2 player, Soleil Skjorsham-
mer, who transferred to an-
other school, it’s created op-
portunities for many of the 17
players on the roster. Already
set as singles players are Mad-
die Silveira, and co-captains
Nicole Hui and Nicole Guo.
“Everybody is out there work-
ing hard, and our goal is to get
more of our girls able to play

both singles and doubles and
they’ve been pretty good
about doing that,” Sorenson
said. “Charlotte Weston, Jes-
sica Hui and Emily Suh are all
playing well.”

Sorenson is looking for
improvement with her dou-
bles teams. “Our goal this year
is to get stronger in doubles as
we have been so strong in sin-
gles the last two years,”
Sorenson said. “Co-captain Ali
Rhee and Aurdrey Kosla are
just a really potent partner-
ship. This is the fun time of the
year in that we are trying all
types of partnerships. Our
only freshman, Maddie Essner,
has already played in two of
our matches and has looked
very good.”

Sorenson is confident in
the team’s ultimate perfor-
mance though she does qual-
ify it a tad. “It all depends how
things shake out, but we are
very strong and very deep
with a good core group that
plays singles and doubles,”
Sorenson said. “Our advantage
over last year is our depth in
terms of having quality play-
ers up and down the line. If all
goes well, we should be in the
top two in the league, hope-
fully winning the league, be-
ing one of the top five seeds
for the NCS and making a deep
run in the tournament.”
Campolindo

Campolindo has started
off strong with victories over
College Park, Bishop O’Dowd,
and San Ramon Valley, only
losing to Davis High School
“on a really hot day.”

Head coach Sunan
Faulkner appreciates the
character of the team. “We
are really gelling together,”
Faulkner said, “This is a good
group to work with and we
have four very good senior
captains, Dilara Basegmez,
Jamie Kelly, Alyssa Muller, and
Caroline Obsitnik.”

The strength of the singles
players is the depth that
reaches down to the sixth
player. “Our lead singles
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player is Sophia Raldugina-
Zhuy, No. 2 is Basegmez and
No. 3 is a sophomore Summer
Chang,” Faulkner said “Sophia
is a player that will elevate her
game against the better play-
ers and has the ability to wear
down her opponents and in
one case, led her opponent to
retire. All three are very com-
petitive and are going to be
facing a lot of tough
opponents.”

Playing fourth singles is
sophomore Rebecca Tanner,
fifth is Caroline Obsitnik, and
freshman Madison Watkins is
sixth. “Our strength has al-
ways been our depth,”
Faulkner said. “Becca is in her
first year on the varsity, Caro-
line is the leader of this group
and Madison, ‘my little fresh-
man’ has shown that she can
really play. She has really
good fundamentals and her
ground strokes are great and
is really coachable. She just
needs more experience. I'm
expecting them all, as a group,
to do really well.”

The top doubles team
from last year graduated but
this still remains a strength for
Campolindo. “Our doubles
teams should do well against
any team,” Faulkner said.
“Nola Coane, who teamed with
her sister last year, is now
teamed with Annie Cooper as
our No. 1 team. They are a
very strong pair that are
gelling well. Our No. 2 team is
Alyssa Muller and Jamie Kelly
who are best friends and re-
ally enjoy playing together.
Our third doubles pair, Eva
Canales and Clara Hwang,
have also played very well.”

Faulkner has a strategy to
keep the team fresh. “I make
sure that they warm up with
somebody different every day
to prevent them from only
practicing with people that
they are comfortable with,
which avoids there being
cliques on the team,” Faulkner
said. “We also have a sister
program where the girls will
pair off and bring each other
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Miramonte’s Caitlin Chan

snacks at the matches to take
care of each other.”

To ensure the improve-
ment of the players, Faulkner,
and assistant coach (and the
boys varsity coach) Jimmy
Scott evaluate each player af-
ter their matches and deter-
mine which areas of their
games need to be addressed at
practice. “We will each do 15-
minute ‘mini clinics,” working
on the specific areas of their
game where they did not do
well in their match the very
next day.”

One last change Faulkner
has made has been to practice
on Friday. “I always thought it
was a good day for the girls to
take care of any personal
needs,” Faulkner said. “How-

et saas

LA B e B B T T e A

Photo Larissa Kosla

ever, I believe that taking Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday off
is too long of a break. It’s
turns out that everybody has
been embracing the Friday
practice and that’s been kind
of nice.”
Acalanes

There are two new co-
head coaches for Acalanes this
year - Joe Schottland and
Sharon Langtry — who have
worked well, complementing
each other. “As a social studies
teacher at Acalanes, I can deal
with the paperwork and 'm
used to dealing with teenage
girls,” Schottland said.

... continued on Page C2

Miramonte football game canceled after drive-by shooting at Skyline HS

By Jon Kingdon

After a 2-0 start, Miramonte
was looking forward to con-
tinuing their winning streak
against Skyline last Friday.
Unfortunately, there was a
drive-by shooting at Skyline
on Sept. 5 and they were more
than adamant in their desire
to cancel the game. According
to reports, no one was hurt
during the shooting and three
juveniles have been arrested.
“We called Skyline the day
of the shooting and they were
locked down," Miramonte
head coach Jack Schram said.
“They had canceled their
practices and at that point,
their coach said that they did
not think that they were going
to be able to play the game. At
that point, in talking with their
coach, I could tell that they
absolutely did not want to play
us. We talked again later in
the week and confirmed that
the game was going to be can-
celed and the next day, our

athletic director, Sean Hen-
nessey talked with Skyline’s
administrators and confirmed
that they did not want to play
the game.”

Hennessey was disap-
pointed at the cancellation but
understands why Skyline felt
it had to be done. “Starting
our season 2-0, we certainly
did not want to have a bye but
it’s an unfortunate situation
and the decision was made by
their staff to do what’s safe for
their student body,” Hen-
nessey said. “We feel the same
way and don’t want Skyline to
be in a bad situation over
there so that’s why the deci-
sion was made to cancel the
game.”

This was hardly the first
game that Schram has seen
canceled; those were due to a
major earthquake, 9/11 and
the pandemic. “It was unfor-
tunate that this game had to
be canceled because this
would have been a good game
for us which would have al-

lowed us to get a number of
our backups more playing

time,” Schram said. “Now,
we’re just preparing for our

next game against Pinole.”

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm” underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm-

Surprisingly great rates
right around the corner.

Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

T e B

REDWOOD FENCING

%‘%&u 925-938-9836
* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

ot Ken’s Rototilling
m— « 4 W/D Tractors
r « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

WE HOP TO IT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Reliving our experiences in nature

By Toris Jaeger

As we move from summer to
fall, we can remember all of
our special connections in na-
ture — maybe it was a hike on
your favorite trail, along your
local creek, a visit to the
mountains or the ocean or just
sitting in your backyard enjoy-
ing watching the birds and
other wildlife enjoying the
food, water and cover you
have provided.

Deciduous flora is begin-
ning to change color from
green to yellow, red and
brown. The Buckeyes and EIl-
derberry are the first to let go
of their leaves to conserve wa-
ter until the rains return. The

evergreens are also shucking
off their spent leaves to make
room for new growth.

Many of the Conifers have
really felt the three-year
drought and are dying despite
a wet winter. These connec-
tions with nature heal us and
help us understand life better.
As Albert Einstein once said,
“Look deep into nature and
then you will understand
everything better.”

The issues of climate
change are ever present and
we must work together as
communities locally, statewide,
nationally and globally to find
solutions.

Sitting Bull Hunkpapa
Lakota put it best: “Let’s put

our minds together and see
what life we can make for our
children.”

The indigenous systems
approach offers answers to the
climate crisis by sharing re-
sources, working with the flow
of nature’s cycles, not wasting
them, and going with the sea-
sons of nature.

“Indigenous people know
what it takes to save our planet
and the life-giving resources it
provides,” said Jade Begay,
the director of policy and ad-
vocacy at NDN Collective, an
Indigenous-led organization
dedicated to building Indige-
nous power.

It begins with our neigh-
borhoods; we can make this

www.lamorindaweekly.com

happen if we have hope and
we work together.
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Backyard photo of bird feeders
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Photo Toris Jaeger

May nature touch you
today.

Optimism abounds for the Lamorinda girls tennis teams

... continued from Page C1

“Sharon is better suited with
the more technical side of ten-
nis and understands and is
much better understanding the
clinics and drills and in the
end, it has shifted the burden a
little bit from both of us.”

“It’s a big-time commit-
ment so it’s good for each of us
to have the other as a backup,”
Langtry concurred.

Both have come to appre-
ciate the quality of the team as
athletes and their character as

individuals. “They are really
good as a group,” Langtry said.
“We had a nine-hour tourna-
ment playing in 90-degree heat
out in Oakland and it was
tough, and the girls really
pushed themselves and I think
they learned a lot. They’re all
friends and they have all come
together as a group.”

“This is very much a team
and they have bonded and
genuinely like being with each
other,” Schottland said. “They
all cheer for each other to the
end and that says a lot about

our team, and it also makes it
special for us as coaches.”

The singles are led by co-
captain Aamena Shipchandler,
the team’s line one singles
player followed by Piper Duff,
freshman Grace Colaco,
sophomore Emily Roberts, ju-
nior Siena Moise, and senior
Nicole Parlett. “We’re defi-
nitely younger than last year,”
Schottland said.

“Aamena plays competi-
tively all year round,” Langtry
said. “She has a high skill level,
and she is a fighter and more

tactical on the court. All of the
girls have played well and even
though she is only a freshman,
Grace is very strong and plays
with a tremendous amount of
endurance and grit.”

This is the time of year
that all the schools are trying
to find the right combination
of doubles players and
Acalanes is no exception.
“We’re still working on finding
that perfect coupling,” Schott-
land said.

The leading doubles play-
ers are Olivia Dawkins and co-

captain junior Lucy O’Brien.
“Olivia is a great net player
and Lucy is also a line one
doubles player,” Langtry said.

There is a unity that car-
ries over to off the court activ-
ities. “The girls will pick a
theme to dress up to on
matches days and also go to-
gether to cheer for other girls’
sports,” Langtry said.

If the team is going to be ul-
timately success, they need to
improve in two areas — “Strength
and consistency of serve and
rallies,” Schottland said.

L.ove Laftayette

« Frameless Shower Glass

« Shower Enclosures

o Custom Mirrors

« New Windows/Patio Doors
« Replacement & Installation

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

Shower & Window Glass Specialist

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837
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MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU

CAN TRUST
925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair

Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

CAnttony'a
Custom P %cture Gramera

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A Monday by Appointment Only
Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

anthonysCPF.com

$30 off your next order with this ad!

Tues-Sat 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
By Appointment Only

Offering a selection of thoughtful books including
local authors, biographies, history, philosophy,
current events, and classic literature. We also
carry a great selection of fiction, young adult,
and classic children’s books.

Beautiful Sin¢®

! lodi ett’s '
FLOOR COVERING |

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. #177588

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

Making pay Area HomeS

www.blodgetts.com

arry Blodgett

Owner

professional

Piano Studio
Kﬁgs to suceess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
or MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

* Expert Repairs

Watch for Shop Orinda

September 27.

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

%@ng
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* Custom Designs

* Free Ring cleaning
All your jewelry is insured with Jewelers Block Insurance.

I $5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10

I 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/25/23. Usually installed while you wait. I

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
oo o oo oo o o o o o oaw omm omw omm omm o

3645 Mt. Diablo B|Vd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

* Appraisals
* Pearl Restringing

LAFAYETTE

PHYSICAL THERAPY

925-284-6150 |www.LafayettePT.com
Come see our beautiful new location!

Lafayette
Physical Therapy
Moved to:

3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Suite 100
Lafayette, CA 94549

Lamorinda Weekly

is an independent publication for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA. 25,000 printed copies; delivered to homes in Lamorinda.

Contact us:

Letters to the editor (max 300 words):

letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Delivery issues: homedelivery@lamorindaweekly.com
Event listings: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Business press releases: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
General interest stories/Community Service:

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

School stories/events: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Sport events/stories/pictures:
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Publishers/Owners:

Andy and Wendy Scheck; andy@lamorindaweekly.com,

wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Editor: Jennifer Wake; jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com
Sports Editor: sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Advertising: 925-377-0977, Wendy Scheck;
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Staff Writers:

Vera Kochan; vera@lamorindaweekly.com,

Sora O’Doherty; sora@lamorindaweekly.com,
Jon Kingdon; sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com,

Digging Deep: Cynthia Brian; Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com,

Food: Susie Iventosch; suziventosch@gmail.com

Contributing Writers:

Conrad Bassett, Sophie Braccini, Diane Claytor, Jenn

Freedman, Moya Stone, Margie Ryerson, Linda

Fodrini-Johnson, Elizabeth LaScala, Lou Fancher, Sharon K.

Sobotta, Ashley Dong, Jim Hurley, Casey Scheiner, Toris Jaeger,

Alison Burns

Photos: Tod Fierner, Gint Federas, Jeff Heyman
Layout/Graphics: Andy Scheck. Printed in CA.

Mailing address:
Lamorinda Weekly,

1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Phone: 925-377-0977; email: info@lamorindaweekly.com

website: www.lamorindaweekly.com



Qamorinda

OUR HOMES

Volume 17

Lamorinda Weekly

Issue 15

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

o

By Cynthia Brian

“The Land! That is where our roots
are. There is the basis of our physi-
cal life.” ~ Henry Ford

As a gardener, I spend copious
amounts of time thinking about
roots. Healthy roots are critical in-
dicators of the overall health and
survival of plants and trees.
Why are roots essential?
Anchorage: One of the primary
functions of roots is to anchor the
plant firmly in the soil so that it is
not uprooted by wind, water, or
other forces of nature.
Absorption: Roots absorb water
and nutrients essential for growth

Clipped topiary with blue hydrangeas

and development. The extensive
network of roots maximizes the
plant’s ability to access these
resources.

Storage: The root system also
stores energy in the form of
starches and sugars which can be
utilized during periods of drought
or new growth.

Transport: The vascular system
extends from the roots to the
leaves to the stems facilitating
movement of water and nutrients.
Stabilization: Roots reduce ero-
sion by binding the soil particles
together making the plant strong
and stable.

Microbial Support: Roots con-

Photos Cynthia Brian

Handyman's toolbox tips

.. read on Page D4

Bright impatiens are perfect in fall borders.

tribute to improving soil structure
by promoting microbial activity
and organic matter decomposi-
tion. Mycorrhizal fungi and
nitrogen-fixing bacteria enhance
nutrient uptake and protect plants
from pathogens.

Aeration: Roots create tiny chan-
nels in the soil as they grow. These
channels allow oxygen to pene-
trate deeper into the soil, which
promotes a healthier ecosystem.
Roots also prevent soil compaction
which aids in better water infil-
tration and growth.

Drought Resistance: Periods of
drought are survivable because of
deep root systems and taproots.

Without healthy roots, all
plants would struggle to survive.

Human roots are also
important.

Recently friends invited my
husband and me to a picnic and a
private wine tasting at Beringer
Brothers in St. Helena. “How fun,”
I responded. “It will be great to be
back in my stomping grounds.”

Although we had been friends
for years and they knew that I'd
grown up in the vineyards, they
didn’t know the story of my roots.
I'll share a snippet of my heritage
with you.

... continued on Page D12



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

as
FOR SALE

13 ORCHARD RD, ORINDA

Offered at $1,598,000 View video at |3OrchardRd.com

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 14 $1,410,000 $4,201,000
MORAGA 6 $955,000 $2,260,000
ORINDA 7 $1,575,000 $4,152,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3176 Bradena Lane, $2,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2517 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 07-31-23,
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 12-23-22

406 Castello Road, $1,410,000, 3 Bdrms, 1388 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 08-11-23,
Previous Sale: $578,000, 07-05-12

3600 Deer Hill Road, $1,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 3179 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 08-02-23,
Previous Sale: $795,000, 11-21-16

726 Las Trampas Road, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2452 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 07-31-23,
Previous Sale: $170,000, 05-01-79

3372 North Lucille Lane, $1,495,000, 4 Bdrms, 1496 SqFt,
1955 YrBlt, 08-10-23, Previous Sale: $747,500, 09-27-05

4033 Marianne Drive, $1,820,000, 3 Bdrms, 2371 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 08-04-23,
Previous Sale: $525,000, 07-05-01

4061 Marianne Drive, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2897 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 08-07-23

3921 Quail Ridge Road, $2,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 3350 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 08-10-23,
Previous Sale: $1,699,000, 09-24-07

216 Seclusion Valley Way, $2,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 3562 SqFt,
2018 YrBlt, 08-04-23, Previous Sale: $2,343,000, 06-17-19

6 Tofflemire Drive, $4,201,000, 5 Bdrms, 6664 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 08-09-23

1064 Via Alta, $3,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 3170 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 08-03-23,
Previous Sale: $1,280,000, 01-11-23

11 Vista Viax, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 07-31-23,
Previous Sale: $1,510,000, 03-29-22

35 Woodbury Highlands Place #21, $1,580,000, 3 Bdrms, 1892 SqFt,
2022 YrBIt, 08-08-23

3320 Woodview Court, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2827 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 08-04-23,
Previous Sale: $1,430,000, 07-28-15

MORAGA

1382 Camino Peral, $955,000, 3 Bdrms, 1360 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 08-07-23,
Previous Sale: $702,500, 10-28-16

694 Camino Ricardo, $2,260,000, 4 Bdrms, 2464 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 08-09-23,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 03-19-18

1183 Cedarwood Drive, $1,637,000, 3 Bdrms, 2115 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 07-31-23

1254 Larch Avenue, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2446 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 08-07-23

17 Miramonte Drive, $1,126,000, 4 Bdrms, 1762 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 08-11-23,
Previous Sale: $574,500, 01-09-23

35 San Pablo Court, $2,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3406 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 08-10-23,
Previous Sale: $235,000, 06-01-78

ORINDA

46 Crestview Drive, $4,152,000, 5 Bdrms, 4626 SqFt, 2022 YrBIt, 08-03-23

8 La Fond Lane, $2,300,000, 6 Bdrms, 2922 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 08-11-23

5 Rita Way, $1,660,000, 3 Bdrms, 1935 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 08-01-23

18 Sycamore Road, $2,548,000, 4 Bdrms, 3067 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 08-11-23

308 Village View Court, $2,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 2541 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 07-31-23,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 06-17-13

311 Village View Court, $2,620,000, 3 Bdrms, 2165 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 08-07-23,
Previous Sale: $1,550,000, 09-07-10

615 Watchwood Road, $1,575,000, 2 Bdrms, 2203 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 08-11-23
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINE WRIGHT

925.285.5336

DRE# 01896147

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

JILL BALAZS

o A
925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

e

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

COMING SOON

96 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

JUST LISTED

]

OFFERED AT $6,750,000
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3580 ROSSMOOR PRKWY, #3 ROSSMOOR
OFFERED AT $995,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

PENDING PENDIN

———— - — B

3442 SOLANA COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,400,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

OFFERED AT $1,350,000

1MONROE COURT, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $1,675,000

1332 MARTINO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,780,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

COLOMBANA
GROUP

LORI LEGLER

..'-:!:-r-'-
¥ ™

MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER

-

o

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

ACTIVE - HAPPY VALLEY

-
i

3666 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE

AVAILABLE

PARKVIEW APARTMENTS, WALNUT CREEK
1BR AND 2 BR SUITES AVAILABLE
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

J. DEL SANTO/ L. TICHENOR | 925.285.1093

™~

246 ORCHARD ROAD, ORINDA

SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

BRYAN HURLBUT
JUST LISTED

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

378 REDFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,825,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

CHERYL HATA

s =)

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

14 WHITE OAK DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,295,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

0 MARTINO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $995,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KAAREN BRICKMAN

289 CAMINO PABLO, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $1,270,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

el

925.212.7617 925.915.0851
DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01970768

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260
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Toolbox

By Jim Hurley

It is essential to have the right tools for the job.
Sure, there are times I have made it work, but it is
not good to use a table knife from the kitchen
drawer to tighten a loose screw.

My high school graduation gift to my son was
a basic toolbox. I never expected him to follow my
line of work since it was always clear he had zero
interest in the work I did around our house. Yet I

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Tl ad G RPN L
Screwdrivers and pliers
felt that everyone can benefit from having good
basic tools on hand should an urgent repair job
arise. When summer was over and I was helping
to move him into his college dorm, I suggested that
he take his modest toolbox too. He seemed con-
fused about why until two young ladies from
down the hall asked if anyone had a Phillips
screwdriver. Ilooked at him and said, “You do.”
He grabbed his toolbox and happily went off to
help.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

Best tools to include in your basic toolbox

Allen Wrenches Photos Jim Hurley

What basic tools should you have in a begin-
ning toolbox? Ilove tools and have a whole pickup
truck filled with them. Of course, you don’t need
all the tools I have but you should own enough ba-
sic hand tools for simple repairs around your
house. I will limit this article to hand tools and
discuss power tools in the future. A basic toolbox
must contain a hammer, pliers, screwdrivers, and
Allen wrenches. Each of these items needs a little
explanation. ... continued on Page D6

Business Person

of theYear 2023

TomStack.com

925.878.9964

LAFAYETTE

CHAMBER

MIGHTY
-FINE

Mention Tom and Receive 3 Free Hour-Long Guitar Lessons
With Any Guitar Purchase in September: A $270 Value!

Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com




161 cndith Drive, Oninda

Welcome to 161 Ardith Drive! This single level home has been expanded & tastefully renovated inside
and out for the next lucky owner to move right in and enjoy! Originally built in 1959 and taken to

the next level in 2023 with custom finishes throughout including, new hardwood floors smooth walls,
recessed & designer lighting, all new systems, exterior & interior windows & doors, all new kitchen & baths,
finished garage and new hardscape and landscape including sprinkler system and drainage. This is not
your average “flip”. This is a custom home remodel with attention to every detail. Not only are the finishes
fabulous and new, but the floorplan is too!

51,995,000 | Uisit 161ardithDn.com

Amy Rose Smith

Partner/ Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalDRE: #01855959

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/| | |age

ASSOCIATES

4 2.5 .25
Bed Full Bath dcre

+2,103 1 100%

Sq ft Full remodel  Amaging!

FINDING THE

AMYROSESMITH

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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REALTOR Best tools to include in your
basic toolbox

... continued from Page D4

Hammers. Choosing a hammer is not as simple as you might think. On
your visit to the hardware store, you will find more than a dozen different
hammers on display. Little tack hammers, finish hammers, framing ham-
mers, roofing hammers, ballpeen hammers, and sledgehammers. But what
do you really need? Your first hammer should be a 16-ounce finish hammer
with a straight claw (not curved). It will handle most common tasks. Start
with a wooden handle hammer. Don’t waste your money on any hammer
with a tubular metal handle because these inevitably end up with a nasty
bend in the shaft.

Pliers. There are a huge variety of pliers. To start, definitely get a pair of
needle nose pliers, get an adjustable wrench, and a pair of lineman pliers. If
you want to be better prepared, add a pair of diagonal pliers for cutting wire.
The adjustable wrenches (formerly known as Water Pump Pliers), come in
different lengths; get a 12-inch pair, and if you sense bigger trouble ahead, get
a bigger size for backup. Most needle nose pliers come with a wire cutter

built-in, but that is not always convenient for nipping wires. It’s useful to
2 7 24 ECCI eston Ave oI Wa I nut Cree k have wire cutters and you may also want a pair of wire strippers as well.
These, combined with a good set of screwdrivers, will get you through most

SOld fOI’ $1 ,299,000 household issues.

Screwdrivers. Screwdrivers come in multiple sizes and tips. You will

Charmin g4 bedroom, 2 bath home save money buying a set with a selection of types. Flathead and Phillips
. . . screws are most common, but now many screws require Torx bits (different
with detached office in sou g ht-after size star-shaped slots). You may want a Torx set (one driver handle with

multiple, interchangeable tips). Be sure to buy quality screwdrivers, as cheap
ones tend to bend or break on screws that are unwilling to come out. Idon’t
usually recommend a brand name, but I will say that Sears Craftsman is the
only screwdriver that I have in my tool bag. Sears usually has packaged sets
With the hel P of a program called Realvitalize | was for Christmas sales (which somehow start in October now). Once you have
able to hel I heir h f h your quality screwdrivers, never use them as a chisel unless you want to buy
pmyc lents preparet elr nome tor the New ones.
market without u pfront expenses, a | |OWing them to Allen Wrenches. Allen Wrenches (or Alvin Wrenches for those of you
imize thei | . Pl tact if thi who saw “A Man Called Otto”) have hexagonal tips of various sizes which are
Maximize their sale price. Flease contact me | IS typically required for set screws. They come in Metric and American Stan-
is a program that could be helpful to you! dard sizes. You should buy a set of each to avoid being frustrated when the
wrench you have almost-but-doesn’t-quite fit the slot and slips instead of
loosening the screw.
There you have your starter set. As you progress in your DIY adventures,
I hope you won’t hesitate to buy the additional tools you may need for a spe-
cific job. A pipe wrench for plumbing, a crescent wrench for nuts, a level for
hanging art, a good 25-foot tape measure, and a pry-bar or nail puller may be
handy. AsImentioned earlier, buying quality is important if you plan to

neighborhood. Updated throughout.

Michelle Holcenbe rg reuse your tools frequently.
Most important be sure to get a toolbox to keep them all in one place.
www.holcenbe rg.com This way you can leave the table knives in the kitchen drawer until mealtime.

Jim Hurley is an independent
handyman with over 25 years of
experience in residential repairs.
Hopefully this free advice is helpful to

* michelle@holcen berg -com someone attempting Do-It-Yourself
home repairs. The information
925-324-0405 presented is intended for informational
COLDWELL BAHKER CalDRE #01373412 purposes and for use by persons having

appropriate technical skill, at their own

©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is discretion and risk.
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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. IN THE I—IEART

HAPPYIMALLEY, *

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
— WORK WITH THIS

'SOLD FOR $13,690,000 AWARD-WINNING

S 1 el . Mother and Daughter
.T#WTV,\I_.I%R,IVATEHAPPYVALLEYESTATE. Real Estate Team and Get

- -

TOP DOLLAR
FOR YOUR HOME INVESTMENT.
STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574

925.878.6603

| ' 228
STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633 ' : !
a Best of Zillow
TEAM@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

GIVE US A CALL ANYTIME!

ass is @ real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material ale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to




ANNOUNCING THE NEW

Kurt Piper Group

Scan to view
our website

Kelly O'Gorman  Dina Del Monica  Scott Sans  Kristi Skrabo Kurt Piper

Intuitive Approach. Local Roots. Deeply Connected.

Kurt Piper }&

BROKER ASSOCIATE | TEAM FOUNDER
925.818.8000

kurt@kurtpi :
ORE #01130308 COMPASS

rein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes
ate.

Eurt Plper Greup

a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented he:
dition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximat

in price, condition, sal




15 Overhill Road, Orinda

Location!
Location!
Celebration!

This stunning modern home, completely renovated to perfection, offers the ideal blend of style, comfort, and
convenience. Located within walking distance to downtown Orinda, this 5-bedroom, 3.5 bathroom gem is a
dream come true for anyone seeking luxury and accessibility.

The convenience of this home’s location cannot be overstated. You're just a short stroll away from downtown
Orinda, where you can enjoy dinner, a movie, or grab your morning coffee. The nearby BART station and freeway

make commuting to San Francisco a breeze.

$2,980,000 | 5 Beds | 3fu||'|ha|fbaths| 3,610sqft | .46 acre lot

925.980.3829

Shannon@ShannonConner.com
ShannonConner.com

DRE# 01885058
Villageassociates.com
925.254.0505

SHANNOIN
CONNER

ASSOCIATES




Fall in love with these
Lamorinda opportunities!

=

568 Merriewood Dr.
NEW PRICE! Now Offered at $2,375,000

Lafayette
i - ...-' e P o .a- I‘ 4
i \'\-. Quintessential : g -
ranch style home e
e beautifully set on

.3 acres on coveted
cul de sac. An
inviting grand living
room opens to the
front porch through
classic French doors
and idyllic yard with
mature maples.

222 Moraga Way
Offered at $3,185,000

1074 Laurel Dr.
Offered at $1,750,000

Lafayette

Second living
room leads to a
tranquil, shaded
back deck. Sleek,
updated kitchen
features high-end
appliances has
easy access to the
back deck for easy

entertaining. Two
AC units and more!

1203 Upper Happy Valley Rd.

Offered at $3,977,000

4090 Happy Valley Rd.
Offered at $8,995,000

melanie@melaniesnow.com
melaniesnow.com
925.360.0344 cell

CAL BRE #00878893

COLDWELL BAMKER

DanaGreenTeam

Still Lafayette’s #1 Real Estate Team
For AReason (2008-2022)

COMPASS

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE EXPERIENCE: DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

@DanaGreenTeam | DRE 01482454

16elveranoorinda.com
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20 Séiﬁt Hill Road, Orinda

5 Bedrooms |3 Bathrooms |3693 Sqft | 1.24 Acres | $2,150,000
Large, Light-filled Rooms | High Vaulted Ceilings | Great Separation of Space

Private, End of Cul-de-Sac Location | Mount Diablo Views

{ Listed By:

Shannon Conner, Molly Smith & Amy Rose Smith N '-"q‘-"_;i
b

For More Information Contact Molly Smith {#; i N7

‘ N/} I Lamosinns .i,,
925-980-3829 | Shannon@shannonconner.com . W

20SaintHill.com

Shannon (DRE 01885058) | Amy (DRE 01855959) | Molly (DRE 01498053) All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. ASSOCIATES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Roots

s, il | - ..T'i.'l:.-:‘l b
Winemaker, Fred Abruzzini with Clark

of the famous carved Beringer cask. the Bay Area.

... continued from Page D1

My paternal grandfather, Fred Abruzzini, was the son of Italian
immigrants who emigrated to America via Canada at the turn of the
century. As a boy, he began working with my great uncle at Cribari
Winery in Madrone where he became the winemaker.

Between Prohibition and the Great Depression, many California
wineries closed. Beringer Brothers was faltering. Federal agents suggested
to Bertha Beringer that she hire someone with integrity and knowledge,
someone like Fred Abruzzini. He motored up to St. Helena and when he
saw the caves, he believed that he could make some excellent wine. In
1932 at the age of 28, in exchange for free rein, he was hired to be
Beringer’s manager, winemaker, and chief promoter. He gambled that
Franklin Delano Roosevelt would be elected President and end
prohibition, so he began crushing more grapes, making wine and port.

Prohibition ended in 1933 and in 1934 Grandpa had the innovative
idea to open the cellars to the public for tours, and on special occasions,
free tastings. For the 1939 Golden Gate International Exposition, a World’s
Fair held at Treasure Island, he created the first colorful map of “one of
California’s most delightful one-day trips” where all roads led to Beringer.

Gable in fror;t The map from 1939 with a delightful one-day t

'F}'
J i

kil

rip from Zinfandel grapes are ripe.

S

Photos Cynthia Brian

He, my grandmother, father, and uncles would drive the 60 miles every
evening to hand out maps. The tourists came. He sent boxes of wine to
Hollywood celebrities inviting them to stop over and made certain that
local and national newspapers reported these events with photos in front
of the carved cask. Clark Gable, Carol Lombard, Charles Laughton, Tom
Mix, Ginger Rogers, Roy Rogers, Abbott and Costello, Max Baer, Rudy
Vallee, and a bevy of other luminaries visited often and became friends.
Fred became a legend in Napa Valley with his publicity for the wine
industry and put it on the map.

As children, we rode horses, barbecued, roamed the caves, and played
at the winery. For many years, the grapes from our vineyards were
crushed into Beringer wines. Grandpa was killed in 1988 when a gigantic
elm tree toppled on him while he mowed his lawn. He would be proud to
know that the roots he planted as the first person to offer tours and
tastings to the public have grown into Napa Valley being the beautiful and
renowned wine destination it is today.

Cuttings from those first grape canes planted by my grandfather are
rooted and thriving in my garden. His children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren have continued his legacy.

Roots. Yes, they are the basis of our physical life.



CALL ANN TODAY IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING
BUYING OR SELLING A HOME.

Al AL

RENTSPACE

| daed i P irlf & Sdes

EHE I ”J.IJ -J.I;.I.I-LJIJJ!LIJ
EN H.!II ET HﬂE"IIIﬂFF DURING RENDVATIONS

I‘IIIST

- - -
395 Hampton Rd, Piedmont T 3941 Happy Valley Rd, Lafayette
8BD/8.5BA $16,250,000 4BD/5.5BA $9,950,000

R "

Mnmﬂ i
*FREE!

m A 'H'III!'ED REMODEL CONTRACT.
mmﬂnuu

“E

"-F' il
335 Lakewew Place, Alamo '_ ' & 74 Yarrow Valley Ln, Orinda
8BD/8.5BA $7,299,000 SO " 5BD/4.5BA $3,999,000

Ann Newton Cane Golden
Houwrs of operation 415.999.0253 Gate
Mon-Sat 3am -Gpm A% Mhcrags W i # a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
Sunday 10am-4pm (925) 643-2026 annnewtoncane.com Sotheby’s
Lk i*u'up“! o Lic.# 02084093 INTERNATIONAL REALTY

BANK OF THE WEST STAGE

Saturday, Sept 23, 2023

! Business

Person
12:20pm - 2:00pm  The Kyle Athayde Dance Party

af
2:30pm - 4:30pm  The Big Jangle — i th Yea r

5:00pm - 7:00pm  The Spazmatics MFATEITE 2 O 2 3

I will be your

11:00am - 1:00pm Steve Snyder Big Band m C

for a weekend of

1:30pm - 3:30pm  ZEBOP! great

Music

Sunday, Sept 24, 2023

4:00pm - 6:00pm  The Sun Kings

OLDWELL
BANKER
;éALW TomStack.com | 925.878.9964 | Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

BRE #0050 PES
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The Goddess Gardener’s September Gardemng Gulde

* DEEP SOAK roots of trees in need with a soaker hose
during dry spells.

 REMOVE aphids on plants by mixing into a spray
bottle two tablespoons of dishwashing liquid. Spray
affected plants daily to smother the aphids.

 HARVEST apples, Asian pears, Bartlett pears, grapes,
blackberries, tomatoes, prickly pear, and quince.

e CUT and dry big heads of hydrangeas for indoor
bouquets.

* PLAN to plant cover crops to add maximum benefits to
your soil over the winter. Fall mixes can include seeds of
legumes, grass, grains, brassica, vetch, rye, clover, and
radish. These will suppress weeds, add aeration, and
increase soil aggregation.

* SEND a plant off to college with your student to keep
the indoor air clean while offering memory and
concentration improvement. Prayer plants, peace lilies,
pothos, and snake plants are easy-to-grow specimens that
will acclimate well to dorm room:s.

* SAVE seeds from your favorite perennials.

+ DEADHEAD roses for several more flurries of blooms
before January.

* PRUNE a shrub into a creative topiary!

* ENJOY the bright colors of impatiens in borders and
beds.

* RELISH your roots!
Happy Gardening! Happy Growing!

Prickly pear
fruits are
delicious.
Wear gloves
when
peeling.

Continue to deadhead roses for continual blooms.

Photos Cynthia Brian
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Mark Your Calendar:

On Saturday, Sept. 30, Be the Star You Are!® will host
a booth sponsored by the Lamorinda Weekly
Newspaper and MBJessee Painting at the Pear and
Wine Festival in Moraga. Stop by to plant seeds and
pick up bags of free potpourri. More info at
https://www.bethestaryouare.org/events-1/
2023-pear-and-wine-festival

Cynthia Brian

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out Growing
with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing
coach as well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be the
Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s
picture book, Family Forever, from the series, Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures is available now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia for
writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
http://www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: D15
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family owned since 1933 )

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢« Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday
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New Listing!

15 Overhill Road

Stunning 5 bd/3.5 ba home,
completely renovated to perfection,
offers the ideal blend of style,

New Listing!

124 SIeepy Hollow Lane
Wonderful 5 bd/ 4 ba home w/
fabulous floor plan & amazing flat
back yard for year-round

41 La Noria

Top quality 5 bd/ 4 ba home
around the corner from OCC w/ an
incredible layout & magical spaces

indoor & out! comfort, & convenience! entertaining!
$3,995,000 $2,980,000 $2,750,000
ORINDA ORINLDA LAFAYETTE

New Listing!

161 Ardith Drive

This single level 4 bd/ 2.5 ba home
has been tastefully renovated
inside & out for the next lucky
owner to move right in!

$1,995,000

24 Altamount Dr|ve
Charming 4 bd/ 3 ba single story
ranch home nestled on a private,
nature-filled .32 acre gated lot!

3445 Shangri-La Road

Desirable Reliez Valley
neighborhood offers amazing
privacy, stunning views, beautiful
architecture on an almost 1 acre

$1,695,000 ' $1,999,000

LAFAYETTE WALNUT CREEK

EI Hﬂ

New Lease!

1655 N California, #312
Beautiful 1 bd + den/ 1.5 ba condo
with modern finishes in the highly
sought after Mercer building in
downtown Walnut Creek!

$3,500/mo.

MORAGA

3152 Maryola Court

3 bd/ 2.5 ba rancher located near
town/trails/freeway w/ bonus room
downstairs & additional sun room!

163 Corllss Drive

Single-level, Ranch style home
features 4 bd/ 2.5 ba in approx.
2228 sqft on a .27-acre level lot!

$5,850/mo. $1,699,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc

Visit www.villageassociates.com
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

"4 New Listing!

20 Saint Hill Road
Custom-built 5 bd/ 3 ba home
perched up a private lane w/
unbeatable views of Mount Diablo
and rolling hills that surround it!

$2,150,000

LAFAYETTE

1006 Woodbury Road
Discover the epitome of
sophisticated living in this 2 bd +
office/ 2 ba corner unit in the
coveted Woodbury community!

$1,519,000
EL SOBRANTE

P____'J*.

New Listing!

990 N Rancho Road
Beautiful 4 bd/ 3 ba property offers
the perfect blend of classic charm
& modern luxury, making it an
ideal place to call home!

$1,075,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Sunday Open Homes

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Ari Hatton
Gillian Judge Hogan
Dexter Honens Il
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Alexis Thompson
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



