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Photographer Golnaz Shahmirzadi took portraits of people at the Norouz Persian New Year Festival on Sunday, Mar. 10. The whimsical
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portraits featured the various symbols that are commonly used as part of the Norouz Table in celebration of spring.

Persian festival brings overflow crowds to Wilder

Art & Garden Center

By Sora O'Doherty

In the words of organizer Farigol Bineshpour, “When mothers get together,
magic happens.” Three generations of her family joined Minoo Akbarian and
other organizers of the first annual Norouz Bazzar and Spring Equinox celebra-
tion at the Art & Garden Center at Wilder on Sunday, March 10.

The event drew people of Persian ancestry, including those born in Iran,
from all over the Bay Area and beyond. Visitors came from as far away as Sacra-
mento, San Francisco, Oakland, and Pleasanton, as well as many other places.

Norouz (Nowruz) is a celebration of the new year, and on the Persian calen-
dar the new year is 1403. Next to the stage, large numbers indicating the year
were flanked by flowers, as visitors took the opportunity to have their pho-
tographs taken. Inside, a professional photographer took portraits with symbols
of Norouz and Spring.

The parking lot was filled to capacity, and more, as some 1500 people at-

Advertising

tended the free event. Nevertheless, the crowd was good natured, waiting pa-
tiently in line for barbecue or ice cream, and browsing the many booths of arti-
san offerings. Traffic control screened cars, and prevented festival-goers from
venturing up Wilder Road into the Wilder development. Many vehicles were
parked in places inside the parking lot but not designated for parking.

Bineshpour said that she didn’t think that the turnout would be so large, but
she was delighted by the success of the event, which was one year in the plan-
ning. She hopes the event will be at Wilder again next year, although she recog-
nized that a larger venue might be required.

From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. festival goers were able to enjoy Persian food and
sweets and live music on a mild spring afternoon. There were crafts for the chil-
dren, and inside the building numerous stalls offered apparel, jewelry and ac-
cessories, pottery, handbags and shoes, among other things for sale.
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Lafayette residents react to BART’s bystander intervention program

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Photo Sora O'Doherty

Lafayette BART Station and the path that connects
it to Town Center Apartments, downtown shops,
restaurants, and Walgreens is a place that is fre-
quented by commuters on their way to and from
work, those on a night out in another part of the
Bay, and unhoused people. Spend a little time in
the area, and you’re bound to see police pa-
trolling, stopping, questioning, and occasionally

Five years ago, 18-year old Nia Wilson and
her sisters got on the BART (Bay Area Rapid Tran-
sit) three stops down from Lafayette at the Con-
cord Station for what would be her last time. John
Lee Cowell, who was 29 at the time and three
months out of treatment at a mental health facil-
ity, boarded the same train and stabbed and
killed Wilson and injured her sister during a
transfer stop at MacArthur Station. Shortly after,
the beginnings of the pandemic kicked in, forcing
many to pivot to remote work. Now, BART’s rider-
ship is at 43 percent of its pre-pandemic numbers
and many are citing safety concerns as a
deterrent.

In 2021, after hearing from youth who had
experienced, witnessed, or feared gender-based
violence while riding public transportation, BART
partnered with the Girls Alliance and Unity Coun-
cil to roll out a bystander intervention initiative
called 'Not One More Girl.'

Alicia Trost, Chief Communications Officer for
BART, says, 'Not One More Girl' has the capacity to
benefit everyone - not just girls.

... continued on Page A8

Election results: Moraga
passes school bond,
incumbents win their

races
By Sora O’Doherty

Moraga citizens voted in large numbers for a new school
bond in the Statewide election held March 5. The bond,
intended to address Moraga’s aging school facilities, will
raise approximately $3 million annually and will cost
homeowners around $28 to $30 per $100,000 of assessed
values. The bond authorizes the Moraga School District
to sell $52 million in bonds, with both the principal and
interest on the bonds to be repaid from the ad valorem
tax on property. The measure, which required a 55%
majority to pass, seems to have achieved a greater than
66% majority, according to preliminary results of the
election released by Contra Costa County Elections, with
100% of precincts reporting.

Moraga Superintendent of Schools Julie Parks said,
“We are so grateful for the Moraga community and the
ongoing commitment to our schools. We look forward to
putting this investment to good use to improve facilities
for Moraga students now and in the future.”

... continued on Page A4
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More modifications demanded for Lafayette’s Housing Element plan

By Lou Fancher

The City of Lafayette on
Feb. 12 received a letter
from the State Depart-
ment of Housing and
Community Develop-
ment (HCD) with their
most recent review of
Lafayette’s revised sixth
Cycle Housing Element
plan. Because the Hous-

ing Element (HE) is a
mandatory part of the
General Plan, the review
letter was posted to the
City’s website on Feb. 12
and sent in an email no-
tification the following
day to all subscribers
signed up at www.love-
lafayette.org/enotifica-
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tion for the category
“General Plan.”

At the Feb. 26 coun-
cil meeting, Planning
and Building Director
Greg Wolff briefly re-
viewed the history of HE
presentations to the
council, the last of which
took place in November
2023. At that time, the
council suggested revi-
sions, and after staff
made the decisions and
the required 7-day pub-
lic review period was
held, the draft was sub-
mitted on Dec. 14. Two
months later, the latest
letter from HCD arrived,
indicating progress had
been made. According to
Wolff, although the plan
was closer to certifica-
tion, the city was not yet
fully compliant with
state laws and therefore
additional modifications
are required.

“We immediately
reached out to HCD and
requested a meeting to
further understand sev-
eral of their comments,”
Wolff said. Most of
HCD’s comments per-
tained to consistent
themes and the city’s
new reviewer at HCD,
Joanna Chang, was im-
mediately responsive,
arranging a meeting
Feb. 27. “Tomorrow will
not be our one and only
meeting with them,” he
said. “We will request
additional meetings and
bring back to you in
March the initial set of
policy and guidance
based on the outcome of
tomorrow’s meeting.”

Housing Consultant
Diana Elrod assumed
leadership of the staff
presentation and told
the council this is the
first time HCD has sig-
naled the city is closer to
certification. Elrod em-
phasized that the
changes noted in the let-
ter are not requests, but
requirements, and it is
clear Lafayette’s HE will
not receive certification
unless and until the re-

visions are made,
adopted, submitted, and
deemed compliant by
HCD. Elrod said the
meeting with HCD will
obtain specific clarifica-
tion of “concrete ac-
tions” the city must take
to satisfy the
requirements.

The key revisions re-
quired by HCD include
modifications to imple-
mentation programs:
adding specific metrics,
geographic targeting,
and commitments made
by the city to develop-
ments on various prop-
erty categories; addi-
tional explanation of the
status of pipeline pro-
jects, the redevelopment
of small sites, and the
criteria against which
sites were measured for
suitability; and added
narrative discussing
how the city’s AFFH ac-
tions will address mobil-
ity opportunities
throughout high-
resource communities.

Elrod highlighted
five other aspects of the
letter upon which staff
will need direction from
the council prior to the
March meeting. These
elements pertain to den-
sity incentive specifics,
publicly-owned site de-
velopment permitting
schedules and other
terms, local processing
and permit procedures
that must be removed
from ordinances due to
discretionary language
such as “it should fit in
well with the commu-
nity,” commitments to
revisions that increase
heights, and decrease
housing setbacks and
upper story setbacks, al-
lowances for the conver-
sion of single-family
spaces for new single-
family uses, the last of
which might involve in-
creasing the allowable
distance for develop-
ments from the current
1/4 mile distance from
the downtown area to a
1/2 mile distance.

Elrod said she ex-
pected the meeting with
HCD would be substan-
tive and hoped it would
eliminate the need for
additional meetings be-
fore returning March 11
to the council with the
revised HE.

Vice Mayor Wei-Tai
Kwok, Anduri, and other
council members asked
about specific language
applied to several sec-
tions of the letter that El-
rod ultimately said were
“boiler plate” language
found in HCD’s response
to many municipalities
in the Bay Area. The
comments and required
changes, especially relat-
ing to increasing density
levels in low and
medium density zones,
have been found in let-
ters to Danville, San Ra-
mon, and others.

The staff has en-
gaged Veronica Tam and
Associates, an agency
that has provided tech-
nical assistance to
Lafayette through the
Contra Costa County Col-
laborative. Due to the
complexity of prior
rounds with HCD, staff
believed principle offi-
cer Tam’s experience is
valuable. Joining the
meeting by Zoom, Tam
at a number of times ex-
plained discreet aspects
of the HE such as the
laws as they are applied
to ADU’s, requirements
for inventories, and
other technicalities.

One topic received
extended discussion.
Council member Susan
Candell pressed Elrod
about why the city is us-
ing the RENA allocation
percentages for the in-
ventory sites.

“I feel strongly we
demonstrated the ratio-
nale for doing this,” El-
rod responded. She said
the response from HCD
made no comment on
the city’s use of Regional
Housing Needs Alloca-
tions (RHNA). Candell
suggested a different

process used by other
cities that would add a
few units to certain sites
and bump the allocation
from 40 percent to 50
might be best. Wolff said
arguments could be
made for either ap-
proach and the topic
would be discussed at
the meeting with HCD.
Elrod continued to take
the position that making
this change at this time
in the process would be
“going backwards.” Tam
supported Elrod’s posi-
tion and explained that
state law has no lan-
guage establishing ex-
actly what standards are
applied to non-vacant
sites in the RHNA. She
said with no clear stan-
dards, pushing the 50
percent had not mat-
tered in other areas.

Other topics ad-
dressed included the im-
pact on the inventory of
development projects
that have changed dur-
ing the last six months,
staff schedules and ex-
pectations, and more.
Public comments had
the majority of speakers
focusing on inventory,
compliance with design
standards, and zoning.

With the conversa-
tion returning to coun-
cil, the discussion cov-
ered clarification of the
letter’s specific lan-
guage, standards applied
to setbacks, actions that
will occur during, not
prior to, the sixth cycle,
and other details re-
quired by state law for
certification. It was de-
termined that either a
written report or a
single-item meeting
March 4 would allow
staff to provide council
and the public with the
results of the meeting
with HCD. Staff will re-
turn to the council
March 11 (after press
time) with the revised
HE draft.
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City employee Therese Kain
made the right call by dialing 911

By Lou Fancher

Photo courtesy City of Lafayette
Therese Kain on left with Mayor
Dawson

Mayor Dawson at the council meeting
on Feb. 26 recognized Therese Kain for
the life-saving actions the engineering
department assistant took following a
phone call with a Lafayette resident on
a day earlier in the month.

“It is my pleasure to introduce
recognition for Therese Kain, who
works in our staff. Therese, with her
usual care and due diligence, encoun-
tered an unusual circumstance where
she acted to help one of our residents
in a time of need,” Dawson said in her
opening remarks.

On Feb. 2, while answering phone
calls at the city office’s front counter,
Kain was discussing with a resident
how to obtain a tree permit. During
the conversation, the caller began to
have difficulty communicating. Kain
quickly became convinced the resident
might be having a medical emergency,
but the call ended before she could get
more information. Her concern led
her to pursue the matter, and by

searching a Planning Department
database, she located the resident’s
address.

Kain placed an immediate call to
911 and gave the emergency operator
the necessary information for sending
emergency personnel. The EMT team
found the resident, later self-identified
at the city council meeting as Claudia
Bubeck, at home by herself. She was
transported to the hospital where it
was determined she had suffered a
stroke.

Dawson at the recognition cere-
mony invited public comment and the
council first heard from Bubeck her-
self. She recounted her experience
when discussing with Kain informa-
tion about permitting related to trees
on her property. She found herself
“saying words that had no relationship
to anything else and I was baffled.”
Bubeck felt fine and even so, sat down.
Minutes later, the EMT’s arrived. At
the meeting, Bubeck turned from the
podium to face Kain and thanked her
for “being so quick on the mark.”

Former Mayor Erling Horn spoke
second, thanking Kain for her acute
perception on the phone and calling
her swift actions “remarkable.” Mike
Moran, director of engineering and
public works, said Kain’s investigative
techniques were significant and ad-
ministrative department assistant
Dana Anderson remembered and rec-
ognized Kain’s reserve and calmness
that day.

In presenting the plaque, Dawson
read the tribute aloud. Kain thanked
all the medical first responder person-
nel involved, police chief Ben Alldritt,
and others, and called it a “once in a
lifetime happening.” She thanked the
resident for phoning the offices the fol-
lowing week to let staff know she was
recovering and offered a tribute to the
many “unheralded” 911 workers who
assist and protect Lafayette’s citizens.

925-377-0977
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High speed chase from Lafayette
to Orinda ends in injury crash
with child in vehicle

By Sora O’Doherty

The Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has no comment about why a rob-
bery at a fast food restaurant in
Lafayette was considered appropriate
for a high speed chase that ended in
an injury accident in Orinda with the
discovery of a young child in the sus-
pect vehicle.

At about 2 p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 28, Lafayette police officers re-
sponded to a report of a robbery at a
fast-food restaurant on the 3500 block
of Mt. Diablo Boulevard in Lafayette,
according to Jimmy Lee, Public Infor-
mation Officer of the Contra Costa
Sheriff’s Office. That restaurant,
which is the only one on that block,
has been identified in social media as
Taco Bell.

According to Lee, officers identi-
fied the suspect vehicle and deter-
mined it was involved in armed rob-
beries in Solano and Marin Counties
earlier. About 12 minutes after the
robbery was reported, a Lafayette offi-
cer located the suspect vehicle travel-
ing westbound on Highway 24. The ve-
hicle accelerated at a high rate of
speed, leading the officer on a pursuit
that went west on Camino Pablo to-

ward El Sobrante.

On Camino Pablo in Orinda the
suspect vehicle collided with another
car traveling in the opposing lane. Po-
lice arrested two suspects, 24-year-old
Black male, Jajuan Ojeda of Oakland
and 39-year-old Black female, Aevra
Traylor of Sacramento. They also dis-
covered a 7-year-old boy in the suspect
vehicle who was identified as the
child of the driver. Ojeda and Traylor
were booked into the Martinez Deten-
tion Facility and are facing charges
that include robbery, felony evasion,
and child endangerment. Both also
had multiple warrants for their arrest.

The driver of the vehicle who was
struck on San Pablo Dam Road was
taken to the hospital as a precaution.

When asked why this incident was
deemed suitable for a high speed
chase, or if the officers involved knew
about the child in the car, the Sheriff’s
Office offered no comment. No infor-
mation is available about whether the
child was returned to his family or
taken into care. The investigation is
ongoing. Both suspects remain in cus-
tody at the time of publication.
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The Lafayette City
Council is soliciting

applicants to fill several
volunteer positions.

* Planning Commission
* Public Art Committee

cityhall@lovelafayette.org

Positions open until filled.

+ Citizens Advisory Committee to CCTA

* Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District
* Crime Prevention Commission

* Emergency Preparedness Commission

* General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC)

* Senior Services Commission
» Transportation & Circulation Commission

For additional information on these volunteer positions visit the city’s
website lovelafayette.org/volunteers or e-mail

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP

EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS

Considering selling your home?
Buyers are paying $900+ Sq. Ft.

SOLD for $1,148 Sq. Ft. - with 15 offers!

831 Avalon Ave | 3BD | 2.5 BA | 2,059 SF | 0.24 AC
Sold for $2,365,000 | Represented Sellers
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COMING SOON - Close to downtown!

730 Tanglewood Ln | Lafayette | 4 BD + Office | 3 BA | 2,761 SF | .32 AC
Offered at $2,495,000 | Open House 3/16 & 3/17, 1PM - 4PM

Who you work with matters.

“Amy and Christine were lightning-fast in responding to our inquiries.
Their attention to detail gave us peace of mind throughout the process.
Their promptness made the entire process smooth and stress-free.”
— Seller, Lafayette

Gallegos Boaman Group
Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808
DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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Town Council Meetings
Wed., March 13, 6:30 p.m.
Wed., March 27, 6:30 p.m.
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Tuesday, March 19, 6:30 Moraga's new Administrative Services Director
p.m. Katie Bruner
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Katie Bruner officially
began working for the
town on Feb. 20, taking
control of the position
from Interim Director
Lisa Malek-Zadeh, who
in turn filled the post

Previously serving
as the City of Walnut
Creek's budget and pro-
curement manager for
six years, Bruner has
had an additional 11
years of experience with

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Town welcomes new administrative services director
By Vera Kochan

both Alameda and Napa
Counties in an analyst
capacity. She has a Mas-
ter of Public Administra-
tion, along with a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in Eco-
nomics from Sonoma
State University.

Bruner's town duties
will encompass financial
reporting and manage-
ment; human resources,
which includes recruit-
ment, benefits manage-
ment, and daily opera-
tions; information tech-
nology; preparation of
operating and capital
improvement budgets;
risk management in-
volving financial, hu-
man resource and liabil-
ity risk management;
strategic financial plan-
ning and analysis; and
supervision of account-
ing services.

"Katie's exposure to
working for three well-
run California local gov-
ernments in general,
combined with her spe-

cific experience in the
key components neces-
sary to succeed as an Ad-
ministrative Services Di-
rector, make her an
ideal candidate to take
on the role," stated Town
Manager Scott Mitnick
in a recent press release.
"In addition to her tech-
nical skills (including
budget preparation,
long-term financial fore-
casting, preparing finan-
cial reports, investment
portfolio management,
purchasing, improving
technology, etc.), Katie
has the necessary people
skills to work effectively
with Town Council, De-
partment Directors,
Town employees, and
members of the commu-
nity."

Bruner grew up in
the Bay Area and used to
drive through town on
her way to work from
Oakland to Walnut
Creek. She and her hus-
band appreciated the
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small-town feel of Mor-
aga, which is why mak-
ing a job relocation was
a perfect move for her.

"There are a lot of
similarities in services,
and every city is differ-
ent" Bruner said, when
comparing working for
a town as opposed to a
city. "Here, there's a
smaller staff, and every-
one has to wear many
hats -- you have to do
more."

Currently living in
Walnut Creek, Bruner is
getting herself accli-
mated to Moraga gov-
ernment's way of doing
things, "there's always
room for improvement.
In order to do that you
have to get an idea of the
process before you make
any changes."

Bruner added, "I'm
really excited to be here
and serve the commu-
nity in any capacity, and
I also want to meet
everyone's needs."

The history of trains in Moraga — an MHS event

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Historical
Society, in an effort to
keep local history alive,
held another of its pub-
lic presentations at the
Hacienda de las Flores.
This time the topic was
trains.

The March 3 event
drew a sellout crowd of
enthusiasts looking for-
ward to hearing resident
train expert, Sam
Sperry, regale everyone
with facts and a visual
buffet of 53 slides.
Sperry even showed up
dressed for the part with
an authentic train con-
ductor’s uniform, which
he wears while retelling
stories of Moraga’s rails
every year to the town’s
third grade classes
(something he’s done for
10 years).

Sperry’s love for
trains captured his at-
tention when he was a
boy. Growing up in
Mackinaw, Illinois,
where a depot was lo-
cated, he would often
ride the rails of the Illi-
nois Central Railroad to

Peoria, Illinois.

Taking everyone’s
imaginations back in
time to a 1913 Moraga,
Sperry began with the
Oakland, Antioch & East-
ern Railway’s route be-
tween Oakland and
Sacramento with a stop
at the Moraga Station,
which took the town’s
commuters to work and
pears to market. In 1928,
the Western Pacific Rail-
road acquired OA&E,
along with the Northern
Railway and formed the
185-mile long Sacra-
mento Northern Railway
that added a St. Mary’s
College Station to the
route, which eventually
ended at Chico.

Sperry’s presenta-
tion went beyond Mor-
aga’s boundaries to in-
clude facts beginning in
1905 and ending in 1957.
He presented slides of
various maps and pho-
tos which included sec-
tions of routes such as
the San Francisco - Oak-
land Key System Ferries
along with the Oakland

segment -- up Shafter
Avenue to College Av-
enue and on to Lake
Temescal and the Shep-
herd Pass Tunnel. Ac-
cording to Sperry, the
Shepherd Pass Tunnel
route ran under Skyline
Boulevard and was 3,200
feet long, passing ex-
tremely close to the Hay-
ward Fault.

Nearing its way to
Moraga, the route con-
tinued through Redwood
Canyon as it ran along
Pinehurst Road (a popu-
lar picnic spot in its
day), making a left at
Canyon Road and run-
ning past Valle Vista’s
rock quarry with an
eventual stop at the Mor-
aga Station (which was
directly across from to-
day’s Moraga Barn). The
train’s second stop in
town was the St. Mary’s
College Station, eventu-
ally heading on to stops
in Lafayette, Saranap,
Walnut Creek, and Con-
cord before boarding a
train ferry at Mallard Is-
land in order to cross Su-

isun Bay. The
train cars were
deposited at
Chipps Island
where the route
continued on to
Sacramento and
eventually
Chico.

The trains
which served
the entire route
ran on an all-
electric system.
With the advent
of the Caldecott
Tunnel’s open-
ing in 1937, pas-
senger service
was terminated
in 1941, due to
reduced rider-
ship. In early
1957, freight
service was also
discontinued.

There are
reminders and
remnants
throughout
Moraga of the
44 years of crucial ser-
vice the railroad system
provided to our small
town. Some are visible,

Photo Vera Kochan

"Conductor" Sam Sperry dresses
the part for his train
presentation

while others you just
have to know where to
look.

BUILD YOUR DREAM BACKYARD WITH US

Bayside did an amazing job!
They are true professionals
and their team really took
pride in their work. | was so

impressed !!!

925.276.9097

WWW.BAYSIDEPAVERS.COM

Bayside Pavers

PAVER DRIVEWAY

RETAINING WALL
ARTIFICIAL GRASS

SCHEDULE YOUR

CONSULTATION

o

PAVER PATIO
CONCRETE

FREE
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Election results: Moraga passes school
bond, incumbents win their races

... continued from Page Al

In other Moraga school
news, Parks also an-
nounced a tentative
agreement with teach-
ers. “This is an achieve-
ment to be proud of and
aligns with our collective
priority to recruit and
retain excellent teach-
ers,” Parks said. The
7.5% salary increase
across the salary sched-
ule will mean that Mor-
aga School District teach-
ers will have realized a
cumulative 19% raise
over the last three years.
Local Demorcatic
Congressman Mark De-
Saulnier was the highest

vote-taker in the county,
with approximately 65%
of the vote. He will face
Republic challenger
Katherine Piccinini, who
took about 19% of the
votes, in the general
election in November.
Democratic Assembly
member Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan similarly took
over 66% of the votes,
and will run against Re-
publican Joseph Rubay,
who took about 33% of
votes. County Supervisor
Candace Andersen ran
unopposed.

State Proposition 1,
which was favored in
Contra Costa County by
over 56% of voters, is

still undetermined as
votes statewide continue
to be counted. Some
vote-by-mail ballots still
await counting, includ-
ing those postmarked by
March 5 but which ar-
rive up to 5 days later.
County election officials
must verify results 30
days after the election.
The Secretary of State’s
office must certify the
election eight days later.
The school bond and the
state proposition will be
final after the March
vote. Candidates will
move forward to the No-
vember general election.

Certech

Erviranmeniol Sanvices

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL

SERCIVE AGREEMENTS

WINTER SPECIALS $50 OFF

MENTION THIS AD

ONE TIME SERVICES
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When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

FOUMDBATION REPAIR CRAWL ERACE REPRIR

707-532-2468

COMCRETE LIFTIMNG

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

GET_A FREE INSPECTION

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of

references available

inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 03/31/2024.
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Moraga’s Chamber of Commerce sponsors 'Business in the
Digital Age' presentation

By Vera Kochan

Photo Vera Kochan

Amplified Digital Agency Advertising Executive

Casey Weider

Several business mem-
bers of the town’s Cham-
ber of Commerce at-
tended the “Business in
the Digital Age: Growing
Your Business Through
Digital Solutions” presen-
tation, held at the Moraga
Library, with the intent to
improve or start their so-
cial media visibility.

“We felt that our local
organizations were inter-
ested in learning to navi-
gate the sometimes con-

fusing world of digital
marketing,” stated Execu-
tive Director Katie Bid-
strup. “We had a wide va-
riety of businesses in the
20 plus sign-ups, and you
can see from the diverse
businesses in attendance
that this type of profes-
sional support is impor-
tant across many indus-
tries.”

Bidstrup acknowl-
edged the businesses that
attended, such as: Saklan

School, Mark Hoogs State
Farm Insurance, Neptune
Maps, Lamorinda Arts
Council, Springbook, Mor-
aga Hardware and Lum-
ber, Loards Ice Cream -
Moraga, Be The Star you
Are, a commercial realty
company, performing arts
groups, and a budding
animation business
owner.

The March 6 event
was guided by Amplified
Digital Agency Advertis-
ing Executive Casey Wei-
der, who typically pro-
vides custom digital solu-
tions for all sizes and in-
dustries. The evening’s
goal was to help business
owners understand, exe-
cute, and evaluate a digi-
tal strategy that would be
a right fit for them.

Weider explained
that Facebook has the
largest social media plat-
form with 3 billion users.
Its demographic is 25 - 34
years old, and is the pre-
ferred social media plat-

form for people over 45.
Its business page is cre-
ated and managed by
personal profiles.

Instagram is the sec-
ond largest social media
platform with 2 hillion
users, and 85% of its au-
dience is younger than
45. It is the preferred
platform for the 18 - 34
year old demographic,
and its structure covers
independent accounts
that are classified as per-
sonal or business.

LinkedIn, explained
Weider, is a primary so-
cial media tool for B2B
(business to business) in-
dustries where 60% of
users are between 25 and
34 years old. Typically,
over 100 job applications
are submitted every sec-
ond on LinkedIn, and its
business page is created
and managed by personal
profiles.

Weider also dis-
cussed how to get visibil-
ity. With regards to Face-

Reels (a short-form
video); SEO (Search En-
gine Optimization) plus
your profile; Highlights;
post engagement such as
Like comments, Share,
and Save; use Hashtags;

book, encourage page
check-ins (activity); utilize
Facebook Groups; view
page analytics to deter-
mine the best time to post
content; and video as
much as possible (it has

changed how people look and implement co-
at social media). sponsored posts. “It’s a
For visibility through  great way for people to

Instagram, Weider rec-
ommended the power of

find you,” he added.
... continued on Page A9
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Bunnies & Brews celebrates spring with
animals, beer and food

By Vera Kochan

Kids making friends with the bunnies Photo Vera Kochan

The Town of Moraga has
begun celebrating all that
is springtime with its 2nd
annual “Bunnies &
Brews” event for the
whole family. The Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment’s festivities took
place at the Hacienda de
las Flores (hence the ad-
vertised description of “a
Hacienda hoppy hour)
on March 10, and the
weather did more than
cooperate with mildly
cool temperatures and
sunny skies.

The premise of the
four-hour function was
for adults to enjoy some
beer from Moraga’s
Canyon Club Brewery,

Lafayette’s Headlands
Brewing Company, and
Oakland’s Ghost Town
Brewing (who was spon-
sored by Moraga’s Cham-
ber of Commerce). “We
see there are brew fests
in other cities that have
major breweries,” stated
Recreation Coordinator
Donald Scully. “Having a
couple of breweries
around town makes this
possible for us.”

As for lunch, three
food trucks were on hand
that offered a variety of
choices for anyone’s taste
buds. Ofie’s Kitchen
served up burgers, hot-
dogs, and fries, while
Golden Gate Gyro

tempted folks with Mid-
dle Eastern comfort food,
and Bombzies BBQ of-
fered a variety of Asian
barbecue specialties.

Not leaving out the
youngsters, childcare was
provided by the Moraga
Day Camp staff in the Ca-
sita building for kids aged
4 - 12, with supervised ac-
tivities such as coloring,
arts & crafts, or games.

You can’t have a
“Bunnies & Brews” event
without the bunnies, and
there were more bunnies
on hand than you could
shake a carrot stick at.
Twenty bunnies in a vari-
ety of shapes, sizes, and
colors hopped around a
large enclosure that fea-
tured kid-sized furniture
(for photo ops), and plush
pet houses for the ani-
mals to hang out in. Join-
ing the bunnies were two
crescent ducks, a small
pig, and a goat, all pro-
vided by Cute & Cuddlee
Mobile Petting Zoo
(http://.cuteandcud-
dleemobilepettingzoo.go-
daddysites.com).

With the unpre-
dictability of this season’s
rain forecasts, “The
weather was scaring me,”
said Scully, but he
needn’t have worried as

approximately 250 atten-
dees came out to enjoy a
pint and a pet.
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic

Surgery

¢ Facelift
Facial Implants ° Fillers
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift

Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(jUVEDERM® JUVEDERM VOLUMA®), Restylane®)
¢ Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

Eyelid Surgery ® Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation
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Single Level Home
Prime Cul-De-Sac Location | Large Lot
4 Bed | 2 Full Baths | 2,547 Sq Ft
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MCC Townhouse

Large Level Yard | Designer Kitchen
3 Bed | 2.5Baths | 2,238 Sq Ft

Top Producer

EAST BAY - CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.
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Barb Brawner JD

FL L L RrROEeY

925.212.7672
M?tthew Tamplen, MD Barb@BarbBrawner.com Golden SOtheby,S
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION ' Gate
. . ) BarbBrawnerHomes.com INTERNATIONAL REALTY
96 DaVIS Road’ Sulte #5’ OI'll'lda, 925_444_0824 ?sziée}ﬁ;};:i—ijtﬁed DRE# 01922264 Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Orinda Public
Meetings

City Council Regular
Meeting:

Tuesday, April 16, 7 p.m.
Orinda Library Auditorium,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 26, 7 p.m.

ORINDA

See public meetings schedule
on these pages and check
online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda: Ormd:st Library Auditorium,
www.cityoforinda.org 26 Orinda Way

Phone (925) 253-4200 Supplemental Sales Tax
Chamber of Commerce: Oversight Commission
www.orindachamber.org Wednesday,

The Orinda Association:

March 13, 6:30 p.m.
www.orindaassociation.org

Sarge Littlehale Community
Room, 22 Orinda Way

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

» \ READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Indulge yourself in this exclusive retreat.

APPOINTMENT
ONLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

" 9 Berrybrook Hollow, Orinda
6 BR | 5F & 2H BA | 6,350+ SF | 2.4+ AC
$4,995,000 | 9Berrybrook.com

The ultimate in serenity and modern luxury.
This remarkable 2.4+AC Sleepy Hollow
sanctuary boasts a breathtaking 4,600+SF
main house, a 900£SF 1BR guest house, and
a 950+SF studio. Meticulously designed and
crafted throughout with soaring ceilings,
glorious views, incredible natural light, and
wonderful integration with enchanting vistas
and a breathtaking natural environment.
= This timeless beauty sets a new standard of
o | design, quadlity, and livability.

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.144T7 to schedule your private tour of 9 Berrybrook Hollow.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Chris Swim
DRE 00943989

Tracy Keaton
DRE 01051349

92571661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com
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Local legend contributes to her alma mater

By Sora O’Doherty

view. Asked if he ap-
proached the actor for
a donation, he ex-
claimed, “I absolutely
did!” The result was

It started with a trip
down memory lane: ac-
tor Zendaya wanted to
show her boyfriend,
Tom Holland, her

beloved Cal Shakes, that Zendaya recently
where she spent a contributed $100,000 to
great deal of her child-  Cal Shakes. Worsley

was touched that Zen-
daya posted a photo-
graph of herself at the

hood. Executive Direc-
tor Clive Worsley was
frank in a recent inter-

LeapFrog Plumbing

Save some WATER ‘n save some

GREEN this St. Paddy’s

Day with a re-circulating

hotwater pump. There’s

one to fit your needs (push-but-

ton, timer-activated, full-time &

more). Tired of waiting for that

hot water to arrive? No more

water down the drain while you
William wait for hot water!

$50 OFF!

Hot water recirculation
pump systems *

$100 OFF!

Tankless water
heaters *

Water
Sewaear

e Water Heater
Specialist
e 24/7 Service
*Expires 4/15/24 Provided &
installed by LeapFrog Plumbing.
1 coupon per job.

'E.AFF#

o We Hop ‘Io It!

= 0537 1-6600

AL \www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

929641

Got fire fuels? Orinda’s free
Chipper is here to help.

After you have:

1. Trimmed branches and brush.

theater on Instagram
with just the one word
caption, “Home.”
Worsley was con-
tacted by Zendaya’s
mother, Claire Stoer-
mer, who had been the
house manager of Cal
Shakes for many years.
Stoermer told Worsley
that her daughter
wanted to show Hol-
land around the the-
ater where she grew up
and studied. Worsley
welcomed them
warmly; he himself had
only come back to Cal
Shakes last year, when
the theater was in de-
cline and closure was
being discussed.
Worsley shared his
vision of the future
with Zendaya and Hol-
land when they visited.
Since the days when
theater-goers would
buy season tickets
seem to be gone, never
to return, Worsley
wants to open up the
theater to a wider vari-
ety of events. He envi-
sions dance perfor-
mances, comedy, and
live music; even wed-
dings and other private
events. Worsley said
that Zendaya was ex-
cited by the prospect of
saving the theater by
opening it to wider au-
diences. And so she
made her donation
through the Women
Donors Network, a na-
tional network of
women, both cis and
trans, nonbinary, and
gender-expansive
donors committed to
protecting and advanc-

2. Stacked fire fuels adjacent to the roadway.

YOU'RE READY TO CHIP!

Sign up and we’ll do the rest!

Visit Reserve.ChipperDay.com/Orinda
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Visit CityofOrinda.org/EmergencyPreparedness

ing gender, racial, eco-
nomic, and climate
justice.

When Zendaya was
a child growing up in
Oakland, California,
her mother worked as
a teacher at Fruitvale
Elementary School and
also as the house man-
ager at Cal Shakes, tak-
ing care of things such
as ushers and the cafe.
Zendaya would come
after school and hang
around the theater,
talking to the actors.
She did summer pro-
grams for years, Wors-
ley says, including
eight seasons of sum-
mer classes. Zendaya
and her mother now
both live in Los Ange-
les, but the actor re-
turns to the Bay Area to
visit her grandmother,
who still lives in
Oakland.

Summer season
classes, which are still
running and open now
for registration for
next summer, include
things such as acting,
voice, movement, stage
combat, and text analy-
sis. After morning
classes, the students re-
hearse the play that
will be performed at
the end of the season.
Worsley noted that the
objective of the sum-
mer sessions is also to
teach other skills, such
as listening more than
speaking, the benefits
of teamwork, and the
values of being hu-
mane, not just human.
“We want to set them
up for success and also
to be good for society,”
Worsley said, adding
that “it was nice to see
all of that come to
fruition in Zendaya”
and that her contribu-
tion speaks to the kind

Zendaya in 2007 production

of person she is.

Zendaya met Col-
man Domingo at Cal
Shakes, and now they
are cast together in Eu-
phoria on HBO.
Domingo has received
his first Oscar nomina-
tion this year for his
performance in Rustin.
Other prominent Cal
Shakes alumni include
Annette Benning, nom-
inated for best actress
for her performance in
Nyad, and Mahershala
Ali, winner of two Os-
cars and numerous
other awards. Like Zen-
daya, Ali was one of the
presenters at the 2024
Oscar awards on Mar.
10.

Cal Shakes has ro-
bust fundraising goals
to meet its annual bud-
get of about $3 million.
$1 million, approxi-
mately, comes from
ticket sales.

This year Cal
Shakes celebrates its
50th anniversary. Part
of the celebration will
be performances of As
You Like It, directed by
Elizabeth Carter

R M
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Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com
925-391-9439
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Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.
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throughout September.
Cal Shakes didn’t origi-
nate in Orinda, but in
Emeryville in 1974 as
the Emeryville Shake-
speare Festival. It
moved to Berkeley
shortly thereafter, and
in 1991 opened its open
air theater in Orinda.
In 2010, they added a
building that houses
the café, business of-
fice, wardrobe and
dressing rooms, as well
as restrooms. The per-
formance season runs
from mid-May to mid-
October. There is park-
ing for patrons, or
some find it easier to
take BART to the
Orinda station, from
where there is a shuttle
bus to the Bruns Am-
phitheater.

In addition to help-
ing Cal Shakes, Zen-
daya also works with
Destiny Arts in Oak-
land, a non-profit
group dedicated to em-
powering young people
through art and move-
ment. Cal Shakes also
reaches out to Title 1
schools and Promise
neighborhoods. In ad-
dition, they have run
programs at Orinda In-
termediate School
since 2003 and often
hire St. Mary’s students
for summer sessions.
In terms of exposing
students to Shake-
speare, during the sea-
son Cal Shakes pre-
sents student matinee
programs beginning
when school is still in
session. Artists are sent
into schools, sometimes
for a year, sometimes
as part of an embedded
program.

“We don’t learn
Shakespeare by read-
ing it,” Worsley affirms,
“but by acting it or by
seeing it performed.”
He stressed the “power
of language and meter
to lend emphasis to im-
portant words,” and ex-
tolled Shakespeare’s
“unbelievable sense of
the human
experience.”

You can join Zen-
daya in supporting Cal
Shakes today. Visit
https://cal-
shakes.org/support/ to
make your tax de-
ductible donation.
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice a

nd other rodents.

GUARANTEED
FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 .

w1 Honest

www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent Pr
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento firiaEae 145 £a8 TaRET

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

©2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC,

Great Real Estate Market for Downsizing!

Listing inventory is low, interest rates are heading down and buyers are buying.
Savvy sellers are making cost-effective fixups and my high-end marketing to sell
their home quickly, then using the equity to buy the new property.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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The ongoing Hollywood
Orinda Classic Movie
Matinees brings James
Dean, Natalie Wood, Sal
Mineo, Jim Backus, and
Dennis Hopper in direc-
tor Nicholas Ray’s
groundbreaking dra-
matic story of post-war
teenage angst un-
leashed, ‘Rebel without a
cause’. One show only,
Tuesday afternoon,

{THOUT
CAUSE:

Image provided

March 26 at 1 p.m. This
matinee recreates the
experience of what it
was like to see this great
film when it was new
and played at the theatre
originally on the giant,
CinemaScope screen.
The Orinda Classic
Movie Matinees are in-
troduced by Matias Bom-
bal, 56, syndicated radio
film critic of "Matias

Bombal's Hollywood"
and former repertory
movie theatre manager.
Bombal has worked in
vintage movie palaces
throughout his career,
including the Crest in
Sacramento, the FOX
California in Stockton,
and was a Dec-O-Win
announcer some years
ago at the Oakland Para-
mount for their sadly
long-defunct movie clas-
sic series. He is a mem-
ber of the Critics Choice
Association, The Associa-
tion of Moving Image
Archivists, and The Soci-
ety of Motion Picture
and Television Engi-
neers. Recently, he was
the emcee for the multi-
day California Indepen-
dent Film Festival at the
Orinda Theatre and was
well received by East
Bay audiences.

Bombal feels that
the great value and im-
portance of this Orinda
series is the chance to
see these great films in
the most ideal setting; as
the original audiences
did when the movies
were new. He explains,
"The place you see a
movie in, the surround-
ing and those watching
with you is as vital to the
experience as the films
themselves. The com-
bined elements work in
tandem to create a last-
ing memory. The Orinda

Theatre of Orinda, Cali-
fornia is one of very few
remaining theatres
showing movies where
you may experience
this.” The vintage movie
going era is authenti-
cally recreated with vin-
tage previews and occa-
sional selected short
subjects allowing for
true time-travel to an-
other era.

The series continues
with ‘San Francisco’
(with the original 1936
ending) on April 30,
‘North by Northwest’ on
May 28, ‘Yankee Doodle
Dandy’ on June 25 and
‘The Bad and the Beauti-
ful’ on July 30. The
Orinda Theatre employs
qualified union projec-
tionists for these special
presentations from Lo-
cal 107 of the Interna-
tional Alliance of The-
atrical and Stage Em-
ployees, IATSE.

The Orinda Theatre
is located at 4 Orinda
Square #3308, Orinda,
California, 94563. Vali-
dated parking available
in a garage on the same
block as the theatre as
well as on-street park-
ing. BART: Orinda Sta-
tion, steps from the the-
atre. Tickets, $10, avail-
able at the door.
www.orindamovies.com
Provided by Orinda
Theatre

Matias Bombal Photo provided
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

Downspo
Subdrain

French Drains
Underfloor Drains

ut Systems
Systems

Sump Pumps
Retaining Walls
Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

925¢377+9209 (7

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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Moraga Chiropractic

Dr. George Baloyra D.C.
Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist

e Chiropractic adjustments

e Cupping

e Blading

e Percussion

e Intersegmental Traction

e Interferential Current Therapy

e Ultrasound

e www.DutchTest.com

e Comprehensive
Functional Hormone
Testing

1605 School St. Suite 8, Moraga
www.moragachiropractic.com
info@moragachiropractic.com

925-899-6515
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Wenner %%& 2024
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Lafayette Partners in Education
(LPIE) is proud to recognize
Amy Parlett for her exceptional
commitment to support and
enrich the education of every child
in the Lafayette public schools.

Amy served as President of LPIE
playing a pivotal role in clarifying
fundraising messages and
collaborating with parents and
districts. She propelled LPIE’s
fundraising to new heights, raising
a combined $6.2 million during her
two-year tenure. Amy is currently
our Business Partner Co-Chair.

LAFAYETTE
PARTNERS IN
EDUCATION

from the first day to graduation day
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Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.
All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as

former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette
(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN
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NOTICE OF VACANCY

EAST BAY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Notice is hereby given that avacancy exists on the Board of Directors of the East
Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) for the seat representing Ward 2. Ward 2
lies in Contra Costa County and its boundaries include the Cities of Alamo,
Lafayette, Walnut Creek, Town of Danville; portions of San Ramon and Pleasant
Hilland communities of Blackhawk and Diablo. The positionwill be vacant due to
the resignation of John A. Coleman effective March 8, 2024. The EBMUD Board of
Directors will appoint an individual to fill this seat.

The appointee will hold the seat until the next general election in November 2024.
Theindividual subsequently elected in November 2024 would then serve the
remainder of Coleman’s term - until December 31, 2026. The person selected tofill
thisvacancy in Ward 2 must be a registered voter and resident of the geographical
houndaries of Ward 2. Eligibility can be verified by calling the Contra Costa County
Registrar of Voters at (925) 335-7800 and hy checking your address on EBMUD’s
interactive ward map at https://www.ebmud.com/about-us/hoard-directors/your-
board-members.

Regular meetings of the Board of Directors are held on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month beginning at 11:00 a.m. Additionally, duties include service
on Board Committees (which typically meetin the morning on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month), representing EBMUD on Joint Powers Authority
hoards, and attendance at special meetings and other meetings as required. Board
members that meet minimum meeting requirements receive $1,606.50 in monthly
compensation. Board members are also eligible to receive medical, dental, vision
and other benefits provided by EBMUD.

Persons wishing to be considered for this seat must submit an application packet
consisting of aletter expressing their interest and qualifications for selection (no
more than two pages), aresume, and aminimum of three (3) letters of reference.
Application packets are due no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, March 22 and can be
submitted as follows:

Email: Rischa.Cole@ebmud.com

Mail: EBMUD, Attn: Board of Directors, P.0. Box 24055, MS806,
Oakland, CA 94623

Inperson: EBMUD, Office of the Secretary, 375 11th Street, MS806,
Oakland, CA 94607
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

For additional information about EBMUD or the appointment process, please visit
https://www.ebmud.com/about-us/board-directors/board-elections/board-
directors-ward-2-vacancy or contact the Secretary of the District at
Rischa.Cole@ebmud.com or (510) 287-0404.

The Board of Directors is scheduled to interview candidates atits Regular Board
meeting starting at4:00 p.m. on April 9, 2024 orif needed, at a Special Board
meeting starting at4:00 p.m. on either April 16 or April 17, 2024. The appointment
willhe made at a meeting of the Board not later than April 23, 2024.

Acopy of this NOTICE OF VACANCY is being posted in three or more conspicuous
placesinthe District as follows: EBMUD Administrative Offices in Oakland; City of
Lafayette Administrative Offices in Lafayette; and City of Walnut Creek
Administrative Offices in Walnut Creek. This notice is also being published in the
Contra Costa Times, Oakland Tribune, San Ramon Valley Times, and other
publications in Ward 2.

I,RischaS. Cole, Secretary of the District of the East Bay Municipal Utility District,
hereby declare that I have caused to be posted aNOTICE OF VACANCY on
March1,2024.

RischaS. Cole
Secretary of the District

EBMUD

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Is BART safe?

... continued from Page Al

It is however rooted in the
lived experiences of youth.
“Alliance for Girls brought
us a report showing that
youth in the Bay Area were
frightened to ride BART be-
cause of cat calls, leering,
staring, and following — not
just on the train or on
buses but on the way to
take public transit. Some
people weren’t going to
school or work because of
it,” Trost recalls.

With the input of
youth, BART has responded
with a comprehensive plan
that includes policy and
protocol changes, as well
as a bystander campaign,
which comes with business
card size intervention
cards. It’s also cleaned up
and modernized its cars
and added messaging
about safety. “When we
make the trains safer for
girls and women, we’re
making them safer for
everyone,” Trost says. She
described how the inter-
vention cards can be used
by anyone. “We saw this as
an opportunity to talk to
people about bystander in-
tervention,” she added.

BART's bystander
cards are available from
station agents. One says
“You got me? Someone is
harassing me right now,”
and the other says “I got
you. Do you need someone
to stand with you right
now? Both cards list BART
and community resources,
as well as a four step
process for offering sup-
port to the impacted
person.

“The idea is that if
someone is harassing you,
you can slip someone the
card right now without
saying anything and get
support,” Trost says.

To access the safety
bystander cards, riders
must approach the station
agents and ask for them,
and in some cases, be pre-
pared to explain them. One
of the two agents at
Lafayette Station was im-
mediately able to provide
the cards. Agents at Rock-
ridge, MacArthur, and
Ashby were able to provide
the cards after getting an
explanation.

Lili, a rider enroute
from Lafayette to 19th
Street Station, says she’s
become extra cautious
since witnessing a chaotic
situation she believes was
drug induced years earlier.
“I only ride on my own
during daylight hours,” Lili
explains. “If these cards
were available near the en-
trance where we insert our
tickets, people would use
them. I would.”

74 year old Lafayette
resident Lenora Jacob had
no idea about the by-
stander program or cards,
but proudly takes the BART
at least twice a week to the
very same station where
Nia Jacobs began her last
ride. “I wish there were
more people on the BART
train,” Jacob says, while de-
scribing the decline in pas-
sengers she’s observed af-
ter riding for three
decades. “I feel safe on the
BART. The new trains are
nice and clear. Nobody
bothers me. I try to talk to

somebody. I think more
people should ride.”
33-year old Brandi
Green has been riding the
train her whole life and
she’s never seen the by-
stander cards or noticed
the billboards advertising
the ‘Not One More Girl’ ini-
tiative. “A lot of times I no-
tice, people don’t help,”
Green said. “We’ve all got-
ten a little antisocial since
the pandemic. Hopefully
people can grow back into
wanting to be around each
other and help each other.”

Green says that while
incidents like the recent
Orinda derailment and
mentally unwell people
who she’s witnessed taking
out their frustrations on
passershy concern her,
they won’t stop her from
riding. “I don’t have a car
and didn’t grow up with
one, so I've always used
BART. I'm vigilant. I some-
times wear earphones and
I'm always aware of my
surroundings. I carry pep-
per spray and a knife, but
T've never had to use it,”
Green says. “I have heard
some terrible situations
happen with not just girls
and women, but also men,
so I think if we can have
inclusive messaging saying
‘I got you’ no matter who
you are, it'll be good. I
think it’s important that we
look out for each other.”

A BART Station Agent,
who identified only as
Robert, has been on the job
for 16 years. He says he’s
not surprised by some rid-
ers feeling more afraid
than they used to because
agents are also afraid. “We
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Photo Sharon K. Sobotta
Lafayette resident Lenora
Jacobs has been riding
BART for decades.

deal with a lot in an eight
hour day. There are a lot of
mental health issues, some
drug use, and things are
unpredictable,” Robert ex-
plains as someone jumps
the entrance without pay-
ing. “I have seen people re-
ally scared and at times,
have offered to stand with
them until their train ar-
rives. I think the intention
behind the cards is really
good. I do see the ads and
the billboards but I'm not
sure how many people pay
attention to them and I've
never had anyone really
ask for the cards.”

When asked what
ideas he had to get more
cards in peoples hands,
Robert suggests signage on
the windows of the agent
booth telling BART riders
to ask for them or a small
dispenser.

What can riders take
from this? Initiatives like
‘Not One More Girl’ and by-
stander intervention
methodologies like the
“You got me?” “I got you”
card campaign have the ca-
pacity to make a differ-
ence.

Letters to the editor

Safety Hazard Resolved

My thanks to our Town
Manager, Scott Mitnick,
and crew for their timely
work done to eliminate a
street safety hazard along
Fernwood Drive near
Stafford. This hazard has
been an ongoing problem
for several years. It ap-
peared to be the result of
nearby tree roots buckling
the paving thus posing a
possible loss of driver con-
trol to cyclists and drivers.
It's gratifying to see our tax
dollars at work in the Mor-
aga community.

Dick Socolich,
Moraga
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We want your feedback

on garbage, recycling
and organics services.

RecycleSmart.org/survey
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. RecycleSmart.org
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PG&E gas safety and tree
cutting

Like other Lamorinda
residents, I cherish my
family's safety and our
amazing natural surround-
ings. That's why I and
many others have de-
manded PG&E inact better
gas safety instead of de-
stroying hundreds of cher-
ished trees with a discre-
tionary and discredited
right-of-way clearing
program.

PG&E's gas safety
lapses are disturbing. Two
of the five Lafayette gas
transmission pipelines
have never been hydrostat-
ically strength tested. PG&E
failed to install automated

safety valves to most
quickly shut off gas during
an emergency. The CPUC
found PG&E in violation of
adequately identifying
High Consequence Areas,
an important determina-
tion that triggers integrity
management processes.
For decades, PG&E left ex-
posed pipelines with coat-
ing damage unaddressed
in high wildfire areas. The
list goes on.

Instead, PG&E pursues
the removal of many her-
itage oak trees while fight-
ing the City's Tree Protec-
tion Ordinance. The City
hired a pipeline expert
who wrote in 2023: "I see
no technical pipeline need
to remove healthy trees on

or near PG&E's gas
pipelines with the City".
That conclusion should be
no surprise to PG&E who
admitted trees have never
caused a transmission
pipeline accident.

Since 2017, residents
have demanded PG&E
should stop this tree cut-
ting. Let's all now work to-
gether on better gas safety,
including reducing third-
party dig-ins. Until then, lo-
cal gas safety is an empty
promise unremedied by
any amount of tree
removal.

Michael Dawson
Co-Founder, Save Lafayette
Trees

Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence — we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular
mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafaytette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Feb. 18 - March 2

Alarms 48
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 11
Traffic 80
Suspicious Circumstances 7

Suspicious Subject 15
Suspicious Vehicle 9
Service to Citizen 28

Patrol Req./Security Check 38
Public/School Assembly Check 13

Supplemental Report 27
Vacation House Check 14
Welfare Check 15
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
Police Department
Auto Burglary
3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (8)
1100 Block Martino Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reliez Station Rd./Olympic Blvd.
Dui Misd
1St St/Eb Sr 24
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
50 Block Lafayette Cir.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3Rd St/Moraga Blvd.

Reliez Station Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Police Department

Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24

Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

Bank Of America
Tc - Property Damage

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

Deerhil/Oakhill

Burton Dr./Glenside Dr.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1St St./Deer Hill Rd.

Miller Dr./Deer Hill Rd.
Vehicle Theft

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card

Bank Of America Laf
Fraud False Pretenses

800 Block Revere Rd.

1000 Block Via Baja
Identity Theft

90 Block Hardie Dr., Mor

3500 Block Springhill Rd.
Panhandlin,

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Petty Theft

3500 Block Golden Gate Wy

3300 Block Hillside Terrace

3500 Block Brook St.

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Residential Burglary

3500 Block Via Los Colorados
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-fight

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Motorcycle

1000 Block Buchan Dr.
Loud Music

3800 Block Quail Ridge Rd.

3900 Block Franke Ln.
Loud Noise

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Public Nuisance

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Happy Valley Rd./Deer Trail

Willow Dr./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Vandalism

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Bacon Ct./Bacon Way
Other
Loitering

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Stray-traf Haz

Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.

Threats

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Warrant Service

3200 Block Camino Colorados

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Jan. 23 - Feb. 5

Alarms 7
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 3
Traffic 30
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

200 Block Scofield Dr.

Seven Eleven
Excessive Speed

Canyon/Valle Vista Staging
Area

Moraga Way/School St.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Commons Park
Tc - Property Damage

Campolindo High School
Other criminal activity
Petty Theft

500 Block Moraga Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Noise

Not Available
Vandalism

1900 Block St Marys Rd.
Other
Mentally 11l Commit

1300 Block Rimer Dr.
Weapon At School

Joaquin Moraga Int School

oo
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ORINDTA
Orinda Police
Department

Incident Summary
Report will be back
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Yucatan salad with fruit, veggies, and a bit of spice

By Susie Iventosch

Chocolate cake

Yucatan Salad
INGREDIENTS

1/2 jicama

1/2 red bell pepper

1/2 orange bell pepper

1 head romaine lettuce, chopped

1 1/2 cups finely shredded green cabbage
1 cups mixed baby greens (or arugula)

1 cup fresh cilantro leaves,

15 cherry tomatoes, halved

1/2 cup diced fresh pineapple

1 avocado

1 ear grilled corn, cut off the cob
Garnishes: lime wedges,

crispy tortilla strips
Dressing
1/2 cup olive oil

2 thsp. red wine vinegar
2 thsp. white wine vinegar

1 thsp. Lime juice

1 thsp. grapefruit juice
1 thsp. orange juice

2 tsp. lemon juice
11/2 oz. feta cheese

1 1/4 cups loosely packed fresh

cilantro leaves
1/2 tsp. cumin
1/2 tsp. Spanish paprika

1/2 tsp. pink Himalayan salt
1/4 tsp. fresh ground pepper

1/3 jalapeno, diced

1/2 chipotle pepper in adobe sauce, smashed

DIRECTIONS

To make the crispy tortilla strips, cut your
corn or flour tortillas into two-inch strips about
1/4-inch wide. Heat a little bit of olive oil in a
skillet and add the tortilla strips. Cook over
medium-low heat until golden brown and crispy.
Remove from heat and set aside.

Place all ingredients for the dressing in a
mini food processor and blend until smooth. Set
aside and refrigerate until ready to serve.

Place romaine lettuce, cabbage, and baby
greens in the bottom of a large salad bowl. Layer
the remaining ingredients on top. Gently toss
with dressing and garnish each serving with

Photos Susie Iventosch

up short on what to

and zesty with lime,
plus lots of different
spices! We wanted
something equally

still being a little hit

Yucatan Martini

We were serving our Cit-
rus Trio Turkey Tender-
loin (Lamorinda Weekly
August 19, 2020 issue)
for a dinner party last
week, and were coming

serve as a salad with it.
The marinade for this
turkey dish is vibrant

lemon, and orange juice,

bright and fruity, while

spicy. So, we set about ing, so we marinated with the warmer
finding a fun recipe that shrimp in it and barbe-  weather coming, try our
would complement the  cued it along with a little Yucatan Martini! It's
main course and discov-  bit of blue cheese in a also made with plenty of
ered the idea of a Yu- tin for an appetizer. fresh squeezed citrus
catan salad, made witha And, if you are looking juices. You 1l definitely
variety of fresh cut veg-  for a fun complemen- get your share of Vita-
gies, cabbage, lettuce, tary cocktail, especially ~ min C with this dinner!
fresh pineapple, avo-
cado, and lots of fruit
juices including grape-
fruit. We absolutely
loved this combination,
and it was perfect with
the turkey.

We also had a little
bit of extra salad dress-

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This recipe
can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you would
like to share your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by email or call
our office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

avocado slices and

s
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Etore [ Towrself & Sare

INGREDIENTS per drink
Fresh Squeezed Juices:

1 thsp. grapefruit juice

1 thsp. orange juice

2 tsp. lime juice

1 tsp. lemon

2 0z. gin

1/2 crushed ice

SELECTED UNITS

extra avocado, a lime wedge, and crispy tortilla

strips.

Garnishes:

5-10 juniper berries

1 slice or twist each: grapefruit,
orange, lemon, and lime

1 sprig cilantro

DIRECTIONS

Set up your glass with the
juniper berries in the bottom of
the glass. Place crushed ice,
juices, and gin in a martini
shaker. Shake until icy cold.
Pour over juniper berries and
watch the berries float to the
top. Then garnish with fruit
slices and cilantro. Cheers!

'Business in the Digital Age'

presentation

... continued from Page A5

With LinkedIn, use
thought leadership (popu-
lar content); collaborative
articles; and strategic en-
gagement with other busi-
nesses that may have
commonalities with
yours.

Weider also discussed
the “Do’s and Don’t’s” of
converting an audience to
your site. “Do” call to ac-
tion; respond to messages;
re-share your content in
stories, groups, etc; add
links to stories whenever
possible; and utilize cre-
ative strategies to draw
engagement by having
contests, give-aways, or
special offers. “Don’t”
direct-message individu-
als who did not engage
beyond a Like; don't rely
on your social media plat-
form as your primary sell-
ing tool; and don’t wait
and assume customers
will magically appear.

The importance of so-
cial media ads was Wei-
der’s next topic, and he
recommended a Facebook
and Instagram business
page; a Meta Ads Man-
ager; photo/video content;
a landing page/lead form;
and targeting geography,
demographics, interests,
and custom audience.
With LinkedIn, businesses
should run ads on the
LinkedIn page, as well as
follow the model set for
Facebook and Instagram.

Weider also touched
on a Google business pro-

file and how to use it. A
business’s Google ranking
is based on how much ac-
tivity is on its Google pro-
file. As such, it is impor-
tant to ask customers to
leave a review, which
these days rank higher in
importance than Yelp.
PPC (Pay Per Click) ads,
their cost and factors to
consider (audience behav-
ior, goals, and your return
on investment); and
Google Local Services Ads
were also mentioned.

“In our role as the
Chamber of Commerce,
we advocate for all types
of organizations, and it’s
important to the Chamber
that we help them spread
the word about their or-
ganizations, facilitate
their branding needs,
and, most importantly,
help them communicate
with their clientele and
one another,” said Bid-
strup. “If we can get more
organizations up and pro-
ficient on social media, di-
aled in to the (free and
paid) specifics of what
Google can do for them,
and understanding the
digital marketing tools
that might work for their
specific organizations, it
will be easier for people
to find resources in our
community, hear about
interesting events and op-
portunities, and really
share in the richness of
Moraga and Lamorinda
as a whole.”

$40

SPECIAL’

INCLUDES:
In-depth consultation
24-point neuropathy exam

including high tech
comprehensive testing

Full written report of the
exam and test results

* offer expires 4-13-24

f v @rlwia)

Hours of operation ey 81 Vanroolf'd fues

Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm. ?ﬁz‘%{jﬂ 43-2026

4331124

Ak
RENTOSPACE

Rd. Ste. F

www. Aspace.com

o NEUROPATHY?

Do You Suffer with

Discover the latest breakthrough
that can relieve pain and numbness
caused by neuropathy.

Peripheral Neuropathy is a common condition that affects 20
million Americans and, once identified, can be successfully treated
without the use of drugs or surgery. Symptoms include:

* Numbness

* Diabetic nerve pain

¢ Sharp, electric-like pain

* Burning or tingling

* Muscle weakness

¢ Difficulty sleeping from leg or foot
discomfort

* Sensitivity to touch

* Pain when walking

We offer a scientific, 4-step, proven approach that
heals your nerves and reverses your symptoms by:

¢ Increasing blood supply to your nerves

* Repairing and re-educating your nerves

* Increasing the blood flow in your feet or hands

¢ Increasing your balance and mobility

You Will Discover:
° What REALLY causes Peripheral Neuropathy
* Dangers typically associated with medications prescribed for
Peripheral Neuropathy
* How to stop nerve damage before the effects are irreversible

* How our revolutionary protocol provides outstanding results
for sufferers of Peripheral Neuropathy

CALL 1-925-690-5001

to Reserve Your Consultation Today!
3189 danville blvd, suite #230, alamo « wellnessinstitute.io
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A vibrant exhibit,
"Moving Energy," de-
buts at the Moraga Art
Gallery, 432 Center
Street in the Rheem
Shopping Center on
Wednesday, March 20.
with a free public recep-
tion on Saturday, April 6
from 5 to 7 p.m. Open
daily, Wednesday to Sun-
day from noon to 5 p.m.,
the gallery invites art
fans of all ages to come
in, browse, and linger a
while. www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

Not to be missed

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Art Gallery at the
Orinda Library: Stu-
dents Rock the Art at
VAC. The Lamorinda
Arts Council’s (LAC) High
School Visual Arts Com-
petition (VAC) features
artwork from students
living in or attending
school in Orinda,
Lafayette, or Moraga, in-
cluding all schools in the
Acalanes Union High
School District. In addi-
tion to the in-person art
exhibit, which runs
through April 7, the con-
test features cash prizes,
merit certifications, and
an online public exhibit
on the LAC website,

35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAM ARCHITECTS

www kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

925-377-0977
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www.LamorindaArts.org/
online-galleries/. The re-
ception in the Art

Gallery at the Orinda Li-
brary, 26 Orinda Way,
Orinda, begins at 7 p.m.
on March 14; the juried
awards ceremony runs
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Library Auditorium.
(925) 359-4490.
www.lamorindaarts.org/vac.

Music

Front Porch Presents:
Folk Music Festival at
Town Hall Theatre Co,
3535 School Street,
Lafayette on April 5 at 7
p-m. Tickets: $15 in ad-
vance, $20 at the door

Not to be missed

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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info see https://rebecca-
bogart.com or call (510)
526-1787 or email
info@rebeccabog-
art.com.

The Great Leap will
perform March 16 -
April 7, at the Lesher
Center for the Arts, 1601
Civic Dr, Walnut Creek. It
follows a University of
San Francisco college
basketball team that
travels to Beijing in 1989
for a well-publicized ex-
hibition game. For
coaches and players, the
match offers a chance to
claim personal victories

www.townhalltheatre.com/on and off the court. For

front-porch

Rebecca Bogart pre-
sents Gifts from the
Darkness on Saturday,
March 16, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Berkeley Pi-
ano Club, 2724 Haste
Street, Berkeley.
Carnegie Hall virtuoso
pianist Rebecca Bogart
performs at the intimate
Berkeley Piano Club.
Works by Clara Schu-
mann, Fanny
Mendelssohn & Chopin.
Cost: $50, $70 for key-
board view, $100 for
keyboard view plus pre-
event lecture. For more

tickets ($42-$70) and
more information, the
public may visit Lesher-
ArtsCenter.org or call the
box office at (925) 943-
7469

Diablo Ballet presents
their Stars & Stripes Ju-
bilee program on March
22-23 at the Lesher Cen-
ter for the Arts in Wal-
nut Creek. Perfor-
mances: Friday, March
22 at 6 p.m. and Satur-
day, March 23 at 2 p.m.
Single tickets are on sale
now ($26 - $54) with se-
nior and youth pricing
available. For tickets, call

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Misraga Valbey Prasbegtesian £ hoses

mvpe
JOIN US
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM

OR ONLIME AT MVYPCTODAY.ORG

ORINDA CHRISTIAN

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

SCIENCE CHURCH

W2

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

WE WELCOME ALL!
Sundays, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Zoom Link for 10 a.m. service at www.stanselms.us

OUR SAVIOR'S

THE CHL

JESUS C

UF LATTER=-DAY SAINTS

JRCH OF
JHRIST

All are welcome!

Please join us for our Easter Sunday services with music
and scripture insired by Jesus Christ and His Atonement.

3776 Via Granda
Moraga, CA 94556

March 31st at 10am

* Please join us the week prior on Saturday,
March 23rd for a children’s Easter egg hunt
at 8:45am followed by a breakfast at 9am

St Step

Worshiping, Learning. Serving
wwnwststephensorinda.org

hen’s

].|1-1-r.np 1l Church

Aweloaming and loving

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

In person & Livestream

community of faith
that learns, grows, and serves '

TOGETH ER.

A5 B Dvive = Lilayetle, CTH

LOPC.ORG

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
invites you to join us
March 24th at 10am for Palm Sunday Service
March 28th anytime between 11:30am -6:30pm
to walk our Maundy Thursday meditation labyrinth
in the Fellowship Hall
March 29th at 6:30pm for our Good Friday Service
March 31st for Easter Sunday Service at 8:30 and 10:30
With a Brunch and an Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30

ORI IDA

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

Special Easter services are Maundy Thursday
(March 28 7pm), Good Friday (March 29 7pm),
and Easter Sunday (March 31 8:30am and 10am).

=]

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

(925) 943-SHOW (7469)
or visit www.lesherarts-
center.org or
www.diabloballet.org

Town Hall Education is
excited to announce that
four local finalists have
been chosen for produc-
tion at the annual Young
Playwrights Festival! The
Young Playwrights Festi-
val (YPF) is a part of
Town Hall Education's
Young Playwrights Pro-
gram. From the many
talented writers, four fi-
nalists have been chosen
whose plays will be per-
formed by professional
actors on March 23 at 7
p-m. at Town Hall The-
atre, 3535 School Street,
Lafayette. Tickets: Adult
$15, Youth $10, Pay-
What-You-Can Tickets
available at the door.

Not to be missed

Wednesday, March 13, 2024

¢

a Holi celebration Sun-
day, March 24 at 1 p.m.
Join for an afternoon
filled with colors, music,
food, and community
spirit. To RSVP and re-
ceive event details,
please text 312-404-4469.
Let's come together to
make this Holi celebra-
tion a memorable and
colorful experience!

The Moraga Garden
Club meeting will be
held on March 21 at 9:30
a.m., Holy Trinity Cul-
tural Center, 1700 School
Street. “Vegetables Love
Flowers” is the topic of
their presenter Heather
Marano, master gar-
dener and owner of
Bush Poppy Farm in
Orinda. Community-

www.townhalltheatre.com/supported (CSA), Bush

young-playwrights
Other

American Assoc. Uni-
versity Women - OML
Branch general meeting
on Tuesday, March 19 at
9:30 a.m. at the Orinda
Community Church.
Guests are welcome to
join this meeting feau-
turing a panel of 6
women: Pat Rudebusch,
Leta McCollough Selet-
zky, Katharine White,
Saira Pasha, Dr. Jacalyn
Buettner, Dr. Jamie
Textor.

Mocktails & Cocktails:
Join those who love art,
literature, music, and
everything in between
on March 25 from 4 to 6
p-m. at Tutu’s, 53
Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. Time for some
conversation about your
creative journey; artists
of all kinds are invited to
bring prompts. Look for
our knockoff Picas-
soesque poster of surre-
alist Dora Maar - that’s
us! No host bar. Just
show up. Questions?
Email Lamorinda Arts
Council at literary@lam-
orindaarts.org or call
(925) 359.9940.

Spirituality and the
Land Beneath Your Feet
- Wine and Tapas
Speaker Series welcomes
Eco-Chaplain, Lauren
Van Ham on Sunday,
March 24 from 4:30 to 6
p.m. Lauren has spent a
career tending to the sa-
cred voice of the bios-
phere. Lauren is a guest
writer for “Progressing
Spirit,” an online publi-
cation exploring theol-
ogy, spirituality,and pub-
lic events. She serves as
a spiritual director and
guest faculty for several
schools in the Bay Area.
Creekside Commons -
1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Visit Creek-
sideCommons.org/up-
comingevents for more
information.

The Lamorinda Indian
community is gearing up
to welcome Spring with

Poppy Farm focuses on
regenerative farming
and offers educational
workshops on floral and
gardening design. Open
to the public and wel-
come new members.
www.moragagarden
club.org

The Lafayette Garden
Club monthly meeting
begins on March 14 at
9:30 a.m. for social time
and nibbles before a
short business meeting
at 10 am.m and guest
speaker at 11 a.m. The
guest speaker will be
Kim Bancroft, a longtime
teacher who became an
editor and writer. Kim
will present Nature,
Landscapes, Farms and
Gardens Through Two
19th Century Bay Area
Women’s Eyes. She will
bring copies of her book
for sale and there will be
a raffle for one of her
books. The meeting will
be at the Lafayette Veter-
ans Memorial Center,
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Free to attend,
guests welcome. Please
visit www.lafayettegar-
denclub.com for more
information.

Bringing Back the Na-
tives Garden Tour and
Green Home Features
Showcase on Saturday,
March 16 and Sunday,
March 17, free talks in
multiple nurseries. On-
line tour April 6 and 7,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. In-
person tour May 4 and 5,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Infor-
mation and registration
at www.bringingbackthe
natives.net/

Montelindo Garden
Club presents speaker
and past club president
Jill Appenzeller, on “Fear
of Flowers,”—arranging
flowers; discover your
style and gain confi-
dence in your artistic ex-
pression, on Friday,
March 15 at 9 a.m. at the
Lafayette Library Com-
munity Hall. Free. For
more information, see
www.montelindogarden
.com/2024-meetings.html

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
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Troop 204 Lafayette celebrates Eagle Scout service projects

Submitted by Lynda Rotundo

Elementary School in
Lafayette, fostering cre-
ativity and learning
among students.

Eagle Scout Ronan
Collins organized a toi-
letry drive for Project
Open Hand in San Fran-
cisco, providing essential
supplies to support the
sick and vulnerable in the
community.

Eagle Scout Lars Er-
ickson led a project to re-
store a historic walnut
huller and installed a sign
sharing historical signifi-
cance at Lar Rieu Park in
Walnut Creek, preserving
local heritage.

Eagle Scout Matthew
Hoffman collaborated
with Core Academy to

Photo Provided qr
oto Frovided  y1i1d picnic tables, stump

experiences.

Eagle Scout Nicholas
Owens managed the col-
lection and shipped tennis
equipment to Club de Te-
nis Las Cabras in rural
Chile, expanding access to
sports for underprivileged
youth.

Eagle Scout Griffin
Rotundo partnered with
Lafayette Nursery School
to establish a vertical edi-
ble school garden, enrich-
ing preschoolers' learning
with a "Garden to Snack
Table" experience.

Eagle Scout Luke
Springer collaborated
with Lindsay Wildlife Ex-
perience to build perches
for large birds at their ani-
mal hospital, contributing
to the well-being of

fundraising initiative with
Calvary Church to create
Christmas Gift Boxes
shipped worldwide to sup-
port less fortunate
individuals.

Troop 204 Lafayette
extends its heartfelt con-
gratulations to these exem-
plary scouts for their out-
standing achievements
and contributions to their
communities. These pro-
jects embody the spirit of
scouting and uphold Troop
204 Lafayette's tradition of
service and leadership.

Troop 204, Lafayette's
oldest BSA troop, is cele-
brating 92 years of scout-
ing and community ser-
vice. Since the Troop's
first Eagle Scout in 1945,
the program has ad-

Seated from left: Nicholas Owens, Griffin Rotundo, Luke Springer, Matthew
Hoffman and Jace Carter, standing from left: Naoto Watanabe, James Bymaster,
Ronan Collins, Lars Erickson, Lawrence Zhang and Ethan Lee

wildlife.

Eagle Scout Naoto
Watanabe conducted a
music workshop for stu-

seats and shade coverage,
enhancing outdoor recre-
ational spaces for the
students.

vanced 449 young men
through Eagle Rank.
Troop 204 meets at the
historic cabin on the cor-

Lafayette Troop 204 been cultivating outdoor steam train area for X
proudly announces the adventures, leadership Golden Gate Live Steam- Eagle 'Scout Ethar} Lee dents at Maya Lm Ele- ner of SCh.001 Street and
successful completion of skills, and community en-  ers, preserving a beloved worked with the special mentary School in collab-  1st Street in Lafayette and
Eagle Scout service pro- gagefnent for over 90 local attraction education classroom at oration with the Bay Area  is currently accepting new
jects by its newest Eagle years Eagle Scoui Jace Springhill Elementary Music Project, enriching members. For more infor-
Scouts. These projects rep- Eagle Scout James By-  Carter oversaw the cre- School by designing a sen-  their educational mation, please visit

sory cart and alphabet experience. www.troop204.com or

resent a significant mile-
stone for both the scouts
and the troop, which has

master spearheaded a re-
pair and restoration pro-
ject at the Tilden Park

ation of a Lego activity
table and conducted a
Lego drive for Springhill

bowling blocks, promot-
ing inclusive learning

Eagle Scout Lawrence
Zhang organized a

contact scoutmaster@
troop204.com

Three Orinda scouts achieve scouting’s top rank

Suhmltted by Dav1d Beckman

B On Dec. 2, 2023, Scouts Boy
Scouts of America Troop 303
of Orinda held an Eagle Court
of Honor at St Stephen’s Epis-
copal Church to commemorate
the achievement of three
Scouts, Myles Miller, Ryan
Loughran, and Eliot Kim, each
of whom obtained scouting’s
highest rank, Eagle Scout. The
Eagle ceremony drew scouts,
parents, and a host of local of-
ficials.

Since its inception in 1912,
only 2% of eligible scouts have
obtained the Eagle Scout rank.
Eliot, Ryan, and Myles join a
stalwart group of only 136
Orinda scouts who have

earned the rank in over half a
century, since the first Orinda
Eagle commendations in 1968.
A key requirement of Ea-
gle Scout attainment is the
“Eagle Project,” which benefits
the local community. Scout-
master Angelica Steinmeier,
who along with Scoutmaster
Michael Finegan, leads Troop
303, notes that “when meeting
with life scouts on project se-
lection, I encourage them to
choose a cause that they are
passionate about.” In recent
years, Eagle projects have ben-
efited the Lamorinda area and
as far away as Castro Valley.
Projects underway now will

extend Troop 303’s service to
Oakland, through an effort to
provide backpacks and school
supplies to unhoused and
housing insecure youth.

Students in the fifth grade
and up and their par-
ents/guardians are welcome to
attend an Open House at St
Stephen’s Episcopal Church on
Monday, March 25, 66 St.
Stephen’s Drive in Orinda, at
7:30 pm. Or for more informa-
tion, please reach out to Troop
Communications Chair, David
Beckman, at troop303commu-
nications@gmail.com or visit
Troop 303’s website.

Photo Angelica Steinmeier

From left: Eagle Scouts Myles Miller, Ryan Loughran and Eliot Kim

Orinda’s Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11pm

SHOP ORINDA

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 CAMINO SOBRANTE (925) 254-2800
Across the street from Orinda Safeway

PROUDLY SERVING

Thin Crust Pizza
Deep Dish Pizza
Calzones
Fresh Salads

Pizza by the slice available at
LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

OPEN DAILY 11AM -9PM

‘S reeremoyaly
SSStumpiremoyaliine
SSIuniper removal
toymeeLxir
regulatno

ﬁﬁ

Licensed #805794, insured & bonded

Call 925-3'7°7-8733 for FREE Estimate
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

LOCAL DELIVERY ALWAYS AVAILABLE ($2.50)

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair Stucco Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Park Place ™™

WEALTH ADWVISORS, INC.
A Registered Investment Advisor

e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
¢ Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Princi[()als with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Check Out Our New
Home and Garden
Books for Spring
Serving Lamorinda since 1976
Books for All
Ages

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Comnslgn & Design.

Shop Orinda!

At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Watch for Shop Moraga March 27

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Acalanes Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
hosts annual tea and

scholarship awards ceremony
Submitted by Sarah Gorham

From left: Terry Lucido, Sarah Gorham, Eden Hall,
Hannah Raeder, Sahil Chada, Mary Carillo,
Matthew Olson, Emma Ngo, Natalie Baratz, Nia
Jackson Wright, Joanna Yu, Katherine Isabelle

Jacobson.

The Acalanes Chapter of
the Daughters of the
American Revolution
(DAR) hosted a high tea
at Moraga Valley Presby-
terian Church on Satur-
day, Feb 4, recognizing
five local seniors and
five East Bay fifth
graders. The seniors
participating in DAR’s
Good Citizens Program
submitted a packet ex-
hibiting the four quali-

pendability, service,
leadership, and patrio-
tism. The students had
the option to write an es-
say on this year's focus
question: “What are the
civic responsibilities of a
good citizen and why
are these duties, activi-
ties, and behaviors im-
portant to the shaping of
the America you hope to
experience?”

The overall winner

Photo provided

| District Level was

Katherine Jacobson from
Campolindo High
School, who was
awarded $1,000. Each
participant received a
flag flown over the US

| capitol in their name,

along with a $250

| award, and a Good Citi-

zens pin and certificate.
The fifth graders submit-
ted an informative essay
on John Philip Sousa’s
march “Stars and Stripes
Forever”, which was
first performed on May
14, 1897. Congratula-
tions to the first-place
winner Matthew Olsen,
who advanced to the
DAR’s District level. The
Acalanes Chapter Mem-
bers are delighted to re-
ward these talented and
patriotic students and
wish them well as they
continue their life's jour-
ney. For scholarship and
membership informa-
tion please
contact: sarahgorham@
yahoo.com and mary_
carillo@sbcglobal.net
Members of the
Acalanes DAR also cele-
brated Nancy Dupuis's
101st birthday at the
same event.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Deborah Stephenson Reed

Sept. 14, 1969 - Feb. 27, 2024

Her family is deeply saddened to
share that Deborah Stephenson Reed
of Orinda, CA passed away at home
on February 27th, 2024, at the age of
54, due to complications of metastatic
breast cancer.

Deb was born to Robert K. and
Nancy J. Stephenson in Marin County
on September 14th, 1969. Deb grew
up in Davis, California and graduated
from St. Francis High School in Sacra-
mento. She attended the University
of Oregon and Simmons College,
graduating early (no surprise to those
who know her) with a B.A. in Ameri-
can Studies.

Deb and her future husband
Mitch Reed met the first day of ninth
grade in Spanish class. Mitch was madly in love with her from the second
he saw her bright eyes, her beautiful smile, and the incredible energy and
humor that drew everyone to her. Deb took a few years to be convinced of
Mitch’s merits, but once they began dating, they were together for the next
40 years. Deb and Mitch married in June 1991, and they moved into a tiny
apartment in Hoboken, NJ. Deb worked in adult special education in Man-
hattan, with a break in 1992 precipitated by the birth of the first of their
wonderful daughters, Hannah Jane. The family moved in 1996 to Northern
California, which was always where Deb’s heart was. Another daughter,
Elizabeth Virginia, joined the family in 1998. The family expanded again in
July 2020 and December 2022 with the birth of perfect grandchildren
Oliver Joseph and Lilly Wolf Olson, to Hannah and her husband Dr. Kyle
Olson.

While she is gone far too soon, Deb packed more into her 54 years
than most people could in 100. All who knew her will remember her as a
force of nature. She always put others before herself, and there was never
a problem that a friend or family member had that Deb would not drop
everything to solve. She worked tirelessly as a social worker, volunteer,
and consultant, contributing her empathy, creativity and self-taught exper-
tise in Salesforce and fundraising to organizations such as the court system
of Hudson County, NJ, CASA, the Educational Foundation of Orinda, Hu-
mane Society of Silicon Valley, the National Center for Youth Law, and
countless others. She pursued each of her interests with unbridled enthusi-
asm; she was a certified Master Composter and Gardener and an amateur
landscape and interior designer. Her other passion was hiking with her

ties of a good citizen: de- who will advance to the

Communlty Service: weare pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit
news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.
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Nelrose Lenore Mahoney
Aprll 26, 1933 - February 13, 2024

1" Nelrose Lenore (Shlrey) Mahoney passed
away peacefully in the early morning hours
of February 13, 2024 in Pasadena, California
at the age of 90. She was the daughter of
Leland Dewitt and Susan Surelda Shirey of
" Knox, Pennsylvania.

- Known as Rose to her family and
friends, she moved west to San Francisco
after graduating from high school. She
worked as a Pacific Bell Telephone Opera-
tor, where she met the love of her life and
devoted husband, John Edward. They
moved from San Francisco to New Jersey
and returned to California to settle and
spend many happy years together in Mor-
aga. He preceded her in death in 1995.

Rose was the second youngest of eight
children, and is survived by her two chil-
dren and their spouses, John Alan (Melissa) and Susanne Rose Filback (Rob)
and five grandchildren Jack, Bridget, Robert, Annie, Emma and numerous
nieces, nephews, and extended family members.

Rose touched the lives of so many and will be remembered for be-
ing a loving wife and homemaker, mother, and grandmother. She was an
avid reader, loved music, and played the piano. Rose was a talented and ac-
complished artist, and enjoyed painting with oils and watercolors through-
out her adult life. Rose also collected vintage dolls and doll clothing and
was active in the doll collecting community. She was a member of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and was enthusiastic about
her genealogical research and family history.

A private service will be held in Northern California with the im-
mediate family at a future date.

dogs Buster, Boom Boom, and Nacho.

In 2021, Deb took on a massive renovation to a neglected log cabin
in Wisconsin which will forever be her family legacy. Even in the most
challenging time of her life Deb endured countless hardships to travel re-
peatedly to LA to participate in a clinical trial - it was incredibly important
to her that her sacrifices will likely change the lives of so many women fac-
ing this brutal disease.

The years after her initial diagnosis in 2005 allowed Deb to raise
her daughters, plan an amazing wedding for her daughter Hannah, see her
daughter Ellie find a wonderful partner in life Riga, meet her grandpuppy
Walnut and grandkitty Arthur, and fill her grandchildren’s lives with
Gomma’s joy and craziness. She was a ringleader and entertainer for all,
hosting epic holiday parties which included costume contests, talent shows,
and even a live pifiata (aka Mitch) who was chased and assaulted by a pack
of cousins, nieces, and nephews. Even after her disease came back, Mitch
& Deb traveled the world as they did throughout her life, visiting Australia,
Amsterdam, and London in 2022. Her family is incredibly happy that they
got that time, but the world will never be the same without her.

Deb is survived by her parents Robert (“Kim”) Stephenson and
Nancy Stephenson, her husband Mitch Reed, daughters Hannah (Kyle Ol-
son), and Ellie Reed (Riga Moettus), grandchildren Oliver and Lilly Olson,
and siblings Bob Stephenson (Michiko Jameson), Jennifer Jones (Rich
Jones), and John Stephenson (Nathalie Jans), and a large extended family.
Her faithful doggie companion Nacho never left her side (including a sneak
visit to the hospital — shhh!).

Her family would like to recognize Elle Stephens, a family friend
who guided Deb through every step of her cancer journey, and whom they
believe is a hero to so many women. They’d also like to offer immense grat-
itude to Dr. Mark Moasser of UCSF, who was Deb’s partner in fighting can-
cer for 20 years. Thank you to all the dear friends and family who sup-
ported Deb and her family through the challenges of her illness.

While Deb loved flowers, she requested that those who wish to
honor her make charitable contributions. Deb loved supporting children,
conservation, and animals. She hated being told what to do, so she asked
that people choose a cause that is dear to them.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation
of a local resident, or about a special person from Lamorinda who has
passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200 words) to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations or Remem-
brances” in the subject line.
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Structural Repairs

Beautiful Lafayette home,

4 bedroom/2 bath, swimming pool
& spa, large backyard for entertain-
ing. New countertops, hardwood
floors and freshly painted inside&
out. Super clean! $5500/month.
925-766-1555

WE HOP TO IT‘

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

East Bay Tree Service Custom Quahty Fencing Since 1989
Tree removal, stump removal, ‘_ﬂ_ KEN S Alameda Engineering
Juniper removal to meet i e DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
fire regulations. VISA ! 1' —_REDWOODFINCNG RETAINING WALLS
925-377-TREE = o t,, 925-938-9836 FOUNDATIONS
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years. : SoodFNelg.hbor Fence UNDERPINNING
- Piket/Sollt B LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

Rototilling & Landscape

Ken’s Rototilling ..
& Landscaping 'EE -
- Specializing in =
& Brush Removal
To Fire Dept. Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

 Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com



CARTIER, TIFFANY
& OSCAR HEYMAN
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Signed Jewelry up To $150,000

Rolex Watches

Newer Jewelry

March 20-23

10:00AM-5:00PM

All Prices Based On Rarity And Condition

WE WILL HAVE IN OUR STORE, 2 EXPERTS WHO HAVE BEEN SEEN ON

'ANTIQUES ROADSHOW'

PROVIDING YOU WITH FREE VERBAL APPRAISALS, ADVICE
CASH OFFERS - AND IMMEDIATE PAYMENT!

L
DAVID YURMAN, JOHN HARDY,
GJENSEN, ETC.

Signed Jewelry

JEWELRY, WATCHES, DIAMONDS,
COINS, PAPER MONEY
STERLING SILVER, AND MORE!

4 DAYS ONLY!

March 20-23

Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday

10:00AM-5:00PM DAILY

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO CHECK OFF THE ITEMS YOU HAVE!

WATCHES & JEWELRY: (48 Tivm Paviusis)
O Pockil Watches

[ Vinkage Walches [even broken)
01 Gold Jewelry

O Platinurm Jerweilry

0 Diamonds [old & new cuts)

) Diamand Jewalry (all kinds)

0 Art Mowveau, Deco & Viclonan
0 Chanm Bracelets (Gold)

O Tiffary & Cartler lbams

D Godd Rings & Class Rings

O Rolex & Paiek Philippe \Walches
O Sigred Jewelry & Antigue Jewelny

COING & PAPER MOMEY:
0 Gold Coing & Obd Con Colleshions
0O Odd Paper Money (Fre-1935)

STERLING SILVER:

1 Flabware 5615 (Even Parial Sets)
0 Tea Sets (Even Partial Sets)

O Andigua Sibvar

Plus: Political, Sports, & Entartainmeant Autographs

OUR EXPERT BUYERS LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU!

CRAIG SMALLS
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6 REASONS TO SELL:
1. A local name and trusted company to professionally evaluate your items, fully licensed with professional service for
over 50 years. 2. The educational experience - you'll learn exactly what you have in your possession. 3. Your heirlooms
finding the right home. 4. The peace of mind that comes with simplifying your life from unused or unwanted items.
5. Turning the items that you don’t need or use into extra money. 6. A faster, guaranteed payment.

PLEASE CALL: 626.577.7001 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

3202 DANVILLE BLVD

1A O

FINE JEWELERS

pdsrney of ‘Pl Verboms in LA
i s Her hure 3% 4 vears ol exprtberes n

ONE CARAT & LARGER

Large Diamonds up 1o $200,000

Forias -
Coins & Paper Money

ALAMO, CA
925.837.3262

diablofinejewelers.com

DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU MAY HAVE!
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The end of an era
By Sharon K. Sobotta

Laura Kirleis sat on a
lawn chair in front of the
tiny square
Perks/Caffino where
she's spent a quarter-
century of her life - serv-
ing coffee, smoothies,
hot breakfast sand-
wiches, snacks, warm
greetings, smiles, and
well wishes. “I'm sad,”
Kirleis said while smil-
ing through tears “I'm
going to miss it. The peo-
ple we see everyday
mean a lot. There's a lot
of interaction. It's a very
special place.”

Kirleis's journey to
Caffino-turned Perks be-
gan when she was caring
for young children and
her grandmother, who
had been diagnosed with
Lou Gehrig's disease. At
the time, her husband
came home from his job
at (another) Caffino and
told Kirleis that they
should buy a franchise.
This surprised Kirleis as
a non-coffee drinker.

“He told me that after
my grandmother passes,
(the drive through coffee
shop) would save me. He
said I'd need the cama-
raderie of people around
me...and he was right. It
has saved me,” Kirleis
said. “I love the people
here. People are busy,
but this has been a place
they could go while on
the run. I can't tell you
how many times some-
one at one window knew
the person at the other
one.”

As Kirleis chats in
front of Perks, former
customer Keenan
Parmelee stops by. “I've
been coming here every-
day since my son was
very young and now he's
a teenager. This place
(and the staff) have been
a part of our lives and
my kids' lives. It was the
one place I could come
to during the pandemic,”
Parmelee said. “It's been
an important part of our

925-377-0977

community. I guess now
I'm going to have to
make my own coffee.”

Kirleis had been led
to believe (by her land-
lord) that she was vacat-
ing for the sake of a
forthcoming construc-
tion so the city could
build offices and a teen
center, which she
deemed a worthy cause.

“I don't think we
would've survived the
construction of this lot
with me in it,” Kirleis
said. “Maybe I (might've
proposed) that we stay
until the plans are devel-
oped or the construction
begins.”

It turns out, how-
ever, that although the
city has been interested
in acquiring the
Boswell's property,
which city manager
Niroop Srivastsa said is
ideally situated between
the police station and
the library, the city has
not purchased the prop-

www.lamorindaweekly.com

erty. Srivastsa said the
city appraised the prop-
erty in 2019 and the
owners declined. In late
2023, when the Lafayette
city council was ap-
proached by the prop-
erty owner about a po-
tential sale, the council
declined the offer.

“The City supports
and values local busi-
nesses,” Srivastsa said.
“We also have a strong
partnership with the
Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce and support
the local small business
community through
Shop Local promotions
such as the new Experi-
enceLafayette.org busi-
ness directory website
and the eCard Program
(a localized gift card that
works at participating lo-
cal stores).”

For now though,the
lot, which once bustled
with people driving
through or walking up to
get coffee or snacks, sits

Laura Kirleis

still in front of what has
been a cornerstone of
community and connec-
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tion to Lamorindins-
marking the end of an
era.

Orinda/Moraga Girl Scout International Fair

Submitted by Karleen Stern

On Sunday, Feb. 25, over
450 Girl Scouts from the
Orinda-Moraga Service

Unit of the Northern Cal-
ifornia Girl Scouts Coun-

cil gathered at Joaquin
Moraga Middle School
participate in the annual
Girl Scout International
Fair. Each year, in honor

Photo provided

of World Thinking Day,
the Orinda-Moraga Ser-
vice Unit of NoCal Girl
Scouts hosts an Interna-
tional Fair. World Think-

ing Day, first celebrated
in 1926, is a day of inter-
national friendship, pro-
viding an opportunity to
speak out on issues that
impact young girls and
women around the
world. World Thinking
Day is celebrated by Girl
Scouts and Girl Guides in
over 153 countries.

This year, 29 troops
within the Orinda-
Moraga Service Unit
hosted country booths,
including Argentia,
Greece, India, Israel,
Philippines, Thailand,
and Ukraine among oth-
ers. The troops spent the
weeks before the Inter-

national Fair learning
about their chosen coun-
try, its language, history,
customs, and culture.
Troops then decorate
their booths and plan ac-
tivities like crafts, games,
or food tasting - for other
Girl Scouts to participate
in to learn more about
the country.

At the International
Fair, Scouts spent the af-
ternoon traveling from
country booth to country
booth, learning about
each country's unique
customs, sampling cui-
sine from the country,
playing traditional
games, learning a few

new words in that coun-
try's language, or partici-
pating in a craft. Once
they've visited the coun-
try, they get a stamp in
their passport.

The event brings to-
gether Girl Scouts of all
ages, from Daisies
(Kindergarten and First
Grade) to Cadettes and
Senior Scouts in high
school.

It's fun to learn
about different countries
and try new foods, said
one Del Rey fourth grade
scout and now there are
even more counties I
hope to visit one day!

DUDUM REAL ESTATE

WWW.DUDUM.COM

DRE# 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

COMING SOON

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

NEW PRICE

B

COMING SOON

= i Y o A :

1258 N. SCENIC DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

CALL FOR INFORMATION

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

1161 OLEANDER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $4,580,000

JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

PENDING

]

BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY

Ii. & |
} I o ® o
o ra T 925.890.4115
925.351.5049 i 8 - S
DRE# 01932119 / 01914797
CHERYL HATA T — | JANE & DAVE SMITH

1025 WILLOW DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,075,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

8 MOUNTAIN VIEW LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,699,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

62 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $915,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

PENDING

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS JOY WIEHN

5879-5881 CHABOT ROAD, OAKLAND
OFFERED AT $1,400,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

3208 RONINO WAY, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR 4,970,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

925.804.0200 SOL-;I.D-. :.-

DRE# 02038791 : wy e ] y ¥ =

REPRESENTED BUYER
415.3771884
DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

601 WATCHWOOD ROAD, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,175,000
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

637 SKY HY CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $3,500,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

1400 GOLDEN RAIN ROAD, #2, ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $490,000
JOY WIEHN | 415.377.1884

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294
COLOMBANA
GROUP

LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD

SHELLEY RUHMAN

RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS  TINA FRECHMAN WENDY MEANS

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

510.506.1351
DRE#01180260

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819
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Nick Safir named Miramonte’s Head Footbhall Coach

By Jon Kingdon

After twelve years as an
assistant high school
football coach, the last
two as the defensive co-
ordinator at Moreau
Catholic (Hayward), Nick
Safir was named the
head coach at Mira-
monte High School.

After seeing the job
listing, Safir jumped at
the opportunity. “I sent
in my application about
30 seconds after the job
was posted,” Safir said.
“Growing up the Bay
Area I know the excel-
lence of Miramonte and
it's athletics and I’'m very
excited for this
opportunity.”

Safir was an offen-
sive lineman and middle
linebacker at St. Mary’s
(Berkeley) High school
and a linebacker and
tight end at Linfield Col-
lege, and is currently in
his third year as a full-
time teacher in the mid-
dle school in Hayward.
“I've dedicated my life to
mentoring youth,” Safir
said. “It really brings me
a lot of joy to develop
these young boys into
young men.”

Miramonte’s athletic
director Sean Hennessey

shared how Safir won
him over. “First and
foremost, he's an educa-
tor,” Hennessey said.
“Being a teacher really
came across as a strong
plus for Nick. He under-
stands talking to stu-
dents and student ath-
letes and he stood out in
every phase of what
we're looking for.”

Safir was an assis-
tant coach at Piedmont
and Encinal prior to
Moreau Catholic. “Pied-
mont was most like Mi-
ramonte in that they pri-
oritize academics as well
as athletic excellence,”
Safir said.

Getting a head
coaching position was
something that Safir was
pointing towards after
graduating from Lin-
field. After coaching for
five years at Piedmont,
the next six years at
Encinal and Moreau
were Kkey for Safir.
“Coaching under Keith
Minor at Encinal and
Moreau really helped to
develop me into the
finer points of what it
takes to be a head
coach,” Safir said.

Safir’s family was

equally thrilled with his
appointment. “My wife,
Brianne (and their 1%
year old daughter Piper)
and my sister are ex-
tremely excited for me
because they know how
long I've been working
for this,” Safir said.
“When I told my dad, he
told my mom to get out
the good scotch. They
live on the east coast
now but they're going to
be flying back for a few
games.”

Safir has already hit
the ground running. “It
starts in the offseason,
and we’ve been getting
in the weight room al-
ready,” Safir said. “It's
about coaching these
kids hard and in the fun-
damentals. I'm excited
for the challenge, but it's
going to take a lot of ef-
fort and dedication from
the kids. If they follow
the program that we're
setting out for them and
if they take to the coach-
ing, we’ll be competitive
with all of our
opponents.”

Just as important to
Safir is putting his staff
together. “We've got al-
most a complete staff

with about six or seven
coaches on the varsity
staff, some of whom
were retained from the
previous staff and then I
have three or four guys
on the JV staff and we're
looking for freshmen
staff because I think
we're going to be able to
have a freshman team
this year.”

Safir is well aware of
the discrepancy in the
team’s head-to-head
records against Cam-
polindo, Acalanes, and
Las Lomas. “I was pretty
shocked to find out that
Miramonte has not
beaten Campolindo since
2010 since this was one
of the most elite rivalries
in the Bay Area and I
think it still is, but you
can't call it a rivalry if
one side wins every sin-
gle time,” Safir said. “We
want to compete with
those teams because we
think our program is on
that level and I definitely
recognize that as one of
the issues that the com-
munity really wants to
see.”

Miramonte will be
running a spread offense
with the return of quar-

terback Carson Blair and
wide receivers, Jack
Quinnild (36/568), An-
drew Bjornson (26/626),
Preston Rguem (23/184)
and Mitchell Reichen-
bach (15/185). “We're
pretty excited about the
receivers we have com-
ing back and the young
receivers we have com-
ing up from the JV so
we're going to do every-
thing we can to get as
many of those guys on
the field but, we will
have the flexibility go to
two backs and to use a
tight end if we need to.”

Safir will be running
a 4-2-5 scheme on de-
fense “because we want
to get more defensive
backs on the field to
cover the many schools
that are using a spread
offense so we're going to
try and get more speed
on the field.”

In the end, it comes
down to tackling and
physicality for Safir. “My
focus is going to be on
changing the culture of
the team in the sec-
ondary by tackling a lot
more in practice,” Safir
said. “I want to make our
opponents drive the field
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Nick Safir Miramonte
Head Football Coach

and play against a really
tough-nosed defense.
With our conditioning
program and the ath-
letes that we have, we
can wear those teams
down on the defensive
side of the ball.”

This is going to be a
non-stop job for Safir.
“I'm well versed in how
to make it work year-
round, where we can
work out, what we can
push, how much of the
time they're supposed to
be at these practices and
offseason lifts. We have
a twelve-month plan and
have come up with some
great ideas for how
we're going to develop
our program.”

Success and growth for Lamorinda Wrestling
By Jon Kingdon

Campolindo’ Piper Lalli and Coach Phil Freeman

With a new beginning at
Acalanes, continued
growth at Miramonte,
and a third straight sea-
son for a Campolindo
wrestler to make it to the
state tournament, it was
a season to build on for
the Lamorinda wrestling
teams.

Campolindo

Campolindo head
coach Phil Freeman has
set a high bar for himself
and for his team. “We
had a pretty solid season
that could have been bet-
ter in some ways, but I
think it was a solid year,”
Freeman said.

The Cougars were
well represented at the
DAL league tournament.
Luke Hansen - first,
Shane Harris - second,
Emory Hsiao-146, Daniel
Thaler - fifth, Emilio Pe-
nate — sixth, Jack Sim-

mons - sixth, with Har-
ris, who had 27 pins this
season, finishing in the
top twelve at the North
Coast sectional
tournament.

“I think we’ll do well
next year,” Freeman
said. “Luke has a lot of
leadership and Soushi-
ans Bahramifar (190)
showed a lot of charac-
ter, and he will be one of
our leaders as well.”

For the girls at the
DAL, Piper Lalli came in
first, Camila Baxter - sec-
ond, K.T. Thompson -
second, Ori Rogers -
third, and Mailena Yang
— fourth.

At the NCS, Lalli
placed third, qualifying
for the state champi-
onship, Baxter finished
in seventh, Thompson
and Patricia Davila Gil
finished in the top 12

Photo provided

and the girls finished
13th overall out of 80
teams.

For Lalli, making it
to state was the capstone
to four years of wrestling
for Campolindo.

“Wrestling has
taught me so much
about life,” Lallli said.
“When things got hard, I
learned how to push
through it. I've never
done anything that's
been more physically
and mentally demanding
and it definitely made
me a stronger person,
and I will take that work
ethic forward, knowing
what kind of mental
strengths you can have
and where that can take
you.”

At the CIF, Lalli did
win the Pursuing Victory
with Honor Award. “This
award reflects the intan-
gible qualities that Piper
holds such as being a ter-
rific team captain, hav-
ing a great character and
personality along with
being so nice,” Freeman
said.

Acalanes

Leading the
Acalanes boys was se-
nior Dylan Potter (24-17),
who had a solid season
but came up short at NCS
due to a knee injury. In
his first season, sopho-
more Adam Caicedo (5-4)
had limited time with
the team due to the ex-
tended football season.
“Adam finished in fourth
at the league tourna-
ment, which was good

since he only had six
weeks with the team, so I
see that as a success,”
Nelson said.

Ian Sanftner, in only
his second year, was a
bright spot, finishing
third at the league tour-
nament but had a tough
draw at NCS. “I expect
Ian to come back with a
new purpose next sea-
son,“ Nelson said. “Mar-
ley Oh is an absolute
leader and is going to be
a good wrestler, and Sam
Whipple just missed
making it to the NCSin a
very tough 215 weight
class.”

The girls team was
led by senior Dakota
Goyert, who took sev-
enth at the NCS tourna-
ment. “Dakota battled
through some injuries
midway through the sea-
son and I believe she is
the first female medalist
at Acalanes to place
there which is a huge ac-
complishment,” Nelson
said.

Head Coach Steven
Nelson felt it was a
strong start for his first
year at Acalanes. “When
I was hired, I was told
that we would be start-
ing the season with six
or seven kids and I
ended up with 23 kids,
so I would have to say
that’s a pretty big suc-
cess,” Nelson said. “The
outlook for our team is
nothing but good.”
Miramonte

In just three seasons,
Head Coach Louis Suba

has seen his roster of
wrestlers grow from
nine to almost 50 this
year. “We’re still a very
young team considering
80% of our wrestlers are
freshmen and sopho-
mores,” Suba said.” Most
of our first-year
wrestlers started the sea-
son without having ever
seen a high school
wrestling match before,
so their learning curve
was steep.”

Owen Beidelman,
Finn Hura, and Brody
Suba all qualified for the
NCS championship.
“These were three of our
hardest workers with
the most wins during the
regular season, and
wrestled against some of
the toughest competition
in Northern California,”
Head Coach Louis Suba
said.

Hura, just a fresh-
man, finished the season
with a 31 and 14 record,
winning a varsity tour-
nament, took third at the
DAL Championships,
and won twice at NCS.

For the girls team,
senior captain Izarra
Ballesteros concluded
her career with an
eighth place medal at
NCS. “That was an in-
credible accomplish-
ment considering that
she only started
wrestling last year after
transferring to Mira-
monte from a school that
did not offer wrestling,”
Suba said. “She finished
the season with a 20-8

record and had five first
place medals in regular
season tournaments, and
won the DAL tourna-
ment, earning a first-
team all-league honor.”

Sophomore Claire
Casado went from a win-
less freshman year to
winning twenty matches
this season, capturing six
medals and finishing
fourth at the DAL along
with a victory at NCS.
“Her improvement was
astounding,” Suba said.
“She is a shining exam-
ple of perseverance.”
Freshman Cayleigh Far-
rar won 19 of 30
matches prior to suffer-
ing a season ending in-
jury.

Suba spoke for all
wrestlers on what makes
them such a special
group of athletes:
“Wresting is a tough
sport that’s not for
everyone. There’s a
greater chance of heart-
break than there is hap-
piness, but the successful
ones come back despite
the pain that is just tem-
porary. They go through
a lot of adversity but
that’s how they build
character. It’s not about
the wins and losses or
the score at the end of
the match. They grow
through the struggle,
building their confi-
dence and inner
strength. It’s rewarding
to see that transforma-
tion and that’s what’s
most important.”

2024 Oakland Diocese champs and west
Diablo division CYO champs

Submitted by Neil Singh

The fourth grade CYO American
team defeated St. Monica to win
the CYO championship. By de-

championship.
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Back row from
left: coaches
Kevin Vakil,
Jeff Caulfield,
Neil Singh;
front row
players: Joseph
Maduck,
Forrest
Canoles,

Shaan Vakil,
Henry
McShane, Ty
Coy, Aiden
Hennessee,
Hyland
Caulfield, Luca
Lagrotteria,
will

feating Holy Rosary the team Bolger and
also won the Oakland Diocese Neil Singh

Seventh grade boys American League
CYO champs

Anthony
Bishop, Luke
Fishman,
Tyler Cosso,
Charlie
Philips, Zenai
Kaplans-Jones,
Francesco
Cangini,
William
Griffin,
Samuel
Spicer, Filippo
Cangini
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The seventh grade boys Catholic Youth The team won over the team of Christ

Organization (American) St Perpetua
basketball team from Lafayette won

the league championship on Feb. 10.

the King of Pleasant Hill in the final
game. The team went 9-1 this season.



Lady Mats Basketball Camp
6/24 — 6/28

Lady Mats Basketball Camp will take
place at Miramonte Highschool and
be run by Miramonte Coaching staff,
as well as current and past student
athletes. Grades 3 - 8 are welcome.
Camp will focus on Basketball Fun-
damentals as well as team building
skills.

Please contact
vwirthman@gmail.com

Lafayette, Berkeley, Oakland, San Francisco and Castro Valley

www.firecrackermath.org 510-488-4556

FireCracker maTn
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In-person and
Online Summer
Math Camps.
Year-Round
Classes.

Math for Children
Grades K-11

EST. L 1996
FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRLETCH: KEWIN W ACY, HEAD FOOTRALL CONCH
1 CalIPOLIMDBC =0 50 000
GRADES 5 - 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 8-12 & July 15-19 TIMES: 1:30 - 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)
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FOR REGISTRATION GO TO:
cougarcamps.com

Conservator

Jin us dor an eEsitetg &% immaiiive
thaster aspenance whene leaming mesty
fun, anad Shakespeane comes blve!

lsarmifdcolshokes.oeg

June 10th-28§

1,800 mition: | 1l akd

July 22nd-Aug 2nd

B0, 300 bulkon: 1) i

IO shicmas Shaksicaare Thaster Way, Crnds, T8 Y541

July and
17-20 Have

Serious Fun

Summer Improve
2024 m your
Skills

YOUTH FOOTBALL ACADEMY

S— "

3-5pm

Join Acalanes Youth Football Camp as the Dons welcome young
athletes of all levels to join the fun this summer and take their game
to the next level. Our experienced Dons football staff and players
will help each athlete learn the fundamentals while assisting them in
developing their skills using proper techniques. Offensive and
defensive position drills follow proper stretching and warm-ups,
along with fun football competitions. A great opportunity for any
young athlete looking to improve their game, have fun, make new
friends, and raise their confidence.

Register at: acalanesdonsfootball.com
or Scan QR Code
$200.00 for the week
Open to boys and girls, grades 4th-8th

' SCHOOL OF THEATRE

D VOUR SUMMER

STAGE

Berkeley Rep Summer Programs
for Grades I-12

BERKELEY REP

BerkeleyRep.org/Summer | 5/0-647-2978

SPRING & SUMMER
CAMPS 2024

Part 1, Spring Break and Full Day Summer Camps
(Part 2, half-day camps, April 10, 2024)

Get ready- it’s camp time!

It may only be March, but spring break and summer are just around the corner,
and with that comes the wonderful opportunity for our children to experience
some fantastic camps. In this issue of the Lamorinda Weekly, we kick off our
annual guide to activities and programs in and around Lamorinda, featuring
full-day camps for the summer as well as spring break camps - which start April
1 this year. Look for our listing of half-day camps and programs corning in April.
Get your children ready to have the spring break and summer of their dreams!

SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Randy Bennett Spring Break
Basketball Camp (Moraga)

Held at Saint Mary’s College and led by Coach Bennett
and his staff, this camp is a great way for boys and girls
K-6th grades to receive top-class instruction on every
aspect of the game. Encouragement and positive
reinforcement lead to improvement in fundamental
basketball skills as learners discover how to successfully
function in a group-oriented setting. Dates: April 1-4.
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/

Bay Area Ballplayers Spring Camp
(Moraga)

Advanced indoor Baseball Camp. Only 12 players -
professional coaches. Lunch and snacks included!

Ages 10-12. Dates: April 1-4, from 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
bayareaballplayers.com/camps

(925) 247-5164

Town Hall Theatre
(Lafayette)

Pre-k through 5th grade Spring Break Camps offer the perfect blend of fun and learning, featuring flexible pricing
options to fit any budget. Students will explore the world of theatre and ignite their imaginations through games and
creative play, perfect for first time actors or experienced storytellers. Give your child the gift of artistic exploration and
make their spring break memorable with Town Hall Education! https://www.townhalltheatre.com/sbc-2024

FULL DAY CAMPS

The ArtRoom
(Lafayette)

Choose from Fine Art Camps for ages 5-12, Clay Camps for
ages 7-17, and MS/HS camps in Painting & Drawing, Manga
& Anime Drawing, Textile Art, and more. Half or full day,
with a lunch option available.

Dates: Weekly, June - August

(925) 299-1515

www.TheArt-Room.com

Berkeley Rep
(Berkeley)

Looking for summer fun? Berkeley Rep’s got you covered.
Create your own play, musical, or film, perform on

Berkeley Rep’s main stage, and learn from award-winning
professional artists. All experience levels welcome— the
only requirement is an open mind and collaborative spirit!
Learn more and register today at BerkeleyRep.org/Summer.

Camp Awesome Summer Camp
(Lafayette)

Camp Awesome is back this summer for another Awesome
camp experience. Awesome games, activities, and

phenomenal summer shows. Open all 11 weeks of summer:

Early care 8 a.m., Day Camp 9 a.m.-2 p.m., and Afternoon
camp 2 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Registration opens March 25 at
midnight. And camp runs from June 3 through August 8.
www.LafayetteRec.org |(925) 284-2232

Bay Area Ballplayers
(Moraga)

Two great options this summer. Full week 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Legends Baseball Camps in Moraga (weeks of 6/3, 6/10
and 8/5). Hone your baseball skills with enthusiastic
college and professional coaches. Afternoon Indoor Multi-
Sport Camps at our facility 4-6pm Mon-Thurs. Baseball,
Soccer, Lacrosse, Water Polo & other games!
bayareaballplayers.com/camps  (925) 247-5164

Cal Shakes Summer Conservatory Camp
(Orinda)

Students ages 11-18 will develop and improve their
performance skills by studying with Bay Area experts in
Acting, Voice, Movement, Text Analysis and more, while
rehearsing a Shakespeare play for performance on the
Bruns Amphitheater stage. 3-week and 2-week sessions
available. www.calshakes.org

Contra Costa Ballet Center
(Walnut Creek)

CCBC offers comprehensive ballet training for beginning-
advanced dancers. Ages 5-7 are invited to join Ballet
Classics Camp which introduces ballet foundations through
classic fairy-tale ballets. Ages 8-19 may audition for our
intensive which includes technique, pointe, character,
contemporary, conditioning, anatomy, rep and more! June
26-July 21. www.contracostaballet.org | (925) 935-7984

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising. Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. In the event we have
inadvertently printed misinformation, please let us know. LW is not liable for errors or omissions.



moragarec.com

SPRING & SUMMER
CAMPS 2024

TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
@ 925.283.1557 (@)

FULL DAY CAMPS

FireCracker Summer Math
Camp (Lafayette)

FireCracker Summer Math Camp for
curious and challenge-loving kids ages 6
to 16. Instructions employ math games,
projects, and magic tricks, sparking kids’
interest in math and boosting their skills
and confidence. Morning classes are
followed by fun activities in the afternoon.
www.firecrackermath.org

(510) 488-4556

Lady Mats Basketball Camps
(Orinda)

Lady Mats Basketball Camp will take place
at Miramonte High School and be run

by Miramonte Coaching staff, as well as
current and past student athletes. Grades
3 - 8 are welcome. Camp will focus on
Basketball Fundamentals as well as team
building skills. Dates June 24-June 28.
Please contact vwirthman@gmail.com

Orinda Parks and Rec
(Orinda)

Make new friends, learn new subjects,
and have fun in a safe, engaging
environment. This year’s summer camp
theme is Curiosity Quest. Orinda summer
camps will run from June 3 - Aug. 9, and
there will be no camps on June 19 or July
4-5. Registration opened on Monday,
March 4.
www.cityoforinda.org/188/Camp-
Information

Sienna Ranch
(Lafayette)

Outdoor Summer Camps for nature
exploration, visiting our animals, learning
survival skills, nature-based crafts and
more for prek-8th grades.

Full day 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.
admin@siennaranchl.net

(925) 283-6311.
www.siennaranch.net/programs/
summer-camp/

Camp Galileo

Summer day camp in Lafayette at
Lafayette Elementary School. Join us for
an exciting summer of mind-bending
STEAM projects and outrageously fun
camp traditions for K-10th graders. Dates:|
June 10 - July 26

Camp Hours: 9 a.m. -3 p.m.

AM Extended Care: 8 a.m.-9a.m.,

PM Extended Care: 3 p.m.- 6 p.m.

Moraga Day Camp & Day Camp Jr.
(Moraga)

Step into the world of Hollywood with arts,
crafts, games, and field trips inspired by
the finest works of Tinseltown. Ages 4-11
Weekly sessions June 10 — August 9

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. with extended care
available

Moraga Day Camp Jr. will run 9 a.m. - 1
p.m. select weeks

Located at Hacienda de las Flores

(925) 888-7045 www.moragarec.com

Randy Bennett Basketball
Camps (Moraga)

The Randy Bennett Day Camps held at
Saint Mary’s College in University Credit
Union Pavilion are a great way for boys
and girls grades K-8th to receive top-
class instruction on every aspect of the
game, led by Coach Bennett and his staff.
Morning, afternoon and full day options
available. Day Camps June and July
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/

Spanish Immersion Summer
Camps (Lafayette)

Learn or improve Spanish language
skills at Viva el Espafiol through games,
music, arts and crafts, science projects
and cooking. During each weeklong
camp students learn vocabulary related
to a specific kid-friendly theme such as
Champions of the Reservoir or Ocean
Science. Full day, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Before-
care available.

www.vivaelespanol.org | (925) 962-9177

Summer@Saklan Language, Culture and Creativity
(Moraga)

Summer@Saklan is the perfect place for your child to discover new passions and
cultivate creativity this summer. Weekly summer camps offer hands-on art and science
experiences and engaging activities such as cooking, games, and water play for children
ages 3 - 8 in a fun and supportive environment. www.saklan.org/summer/

June 17- August 2

Thank you Advertisers!
Lamorinda Weekly.

Did we miss your favorite camp? On April 10 we will list all half-day camps
and classes. Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us.
Call (925) 377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.
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Join us for adw
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For kids from 6 to 10. Check out our Kinder programs too!
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Age-s 3-8 June-17 --August 2
saklan.org/summer
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Congratulations
LMYA BASKETBALL
2024 Champions

LMYA Basketball wrapped up the 2024 season with
Championship matches for its 3rd-5th grade Girls and Boys LMY
Divisions. There was spirited competition on display fueled Shehesmash oF
by fun with teammates and new skills learned and perfected
during weekly practices. Congratulations to all of our players
and thank you to all of the coaches, refs and parents for
making this another great LMYA Basketball season!
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3" GRADE GIRLS, WINGS

(Front Row L to R): Olive Manzi, Blythe Andron, Ellie Laman,

Safiya Biboletova. (Back Row L to R): Rachel McKenzie, Greta McCarthy,
Juliana Tyndall, Yizhen “YuYu” Zi. (Coaches Row L to R): Joe McCarthy
and Brent Tyndall.

3" GRADE BOYS, CLIPPERS

PV : B’?' ] (Front Row L to R): Benji Shuai, Lincoln Patton, Marcus Ewing,
Y '1 m . Noah Milsom. (Back Row L to R): Coach Belem Avila, Asher Pahwa,
Adam Ibarra-Avila, Easton Cano, Riley McLaughlin, Coach
Kimberly Hunter.

—— J
s .

4*/5* GRADE GIRLS, SPARKS

(Front Row L to R): Cora Ryan, Logan Osbhorne, Genevieve Firestone,
Aysha Biboletova, Rachel Gutu, Lila Nykodym, Natalia Nykodym,
Abby Tuck, Lilly Hedlum. (Coaches Row L to R): Steve Tuck and
Shakira Osborne.

. 4*/5* GRADE BOYS, WEST - HORNETS

(Front Row L to R): Jerry Hu, Marlow Schneider, Ryo Nakamura,
Oakley Gupta, Calder Yang. (Back Row L to R): Coach Nestor Toro,
Roman Sosine, Matthew Ragchaagadi, Camden Stern, Roman Toro.

® L OO 4

4*/5* GRADE BOYS, EAST - NETS
(Front Row L to R): Callan DeMent, Oskar DeMent, Aarav Nalagotla,
Teddy Mahoney, Hunter Murray, Hadnet Ocbai, Jacob Danao.

(Not pictured): Alex Yoon, Jonah Becker, Pierce Budke.

www.lmyasports.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
The Garden Melting Pot

By Cynthia Brian
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From East and Southeast Asia, the spectacular Magnolia Soulangiana, AKA
tulip magnolia, AKA saucer magnolia blooms profusely in California.

“When a flower opens, the whole world appears.” Zen Saying

Unless you are a member of an Indigenous tribe, you are a part of
the great melting pot that we call the United States of America. Even if
your ancestors arrived on the Mayflower, you are still not considered a
native. Like people, plants have immigrated to our shores and have
found love, compatibility, and regions to survive and thrive. We often
read about the need to plant more “native” plants, but what are they?
Are “natives” any better than “non-natives” that have acclimated to
our climate and soil while claiming our hearts?

The definition of “native” by the United States Department of Agri-
culture’s US Forest Service indicates that a native plant species has
“evolved and occurs naturally in a particular region, ecosystem, and
habitat. Plant species native to North America are generally recog-
nized as those occurring on the continent before European settle-
ment.” For example, California poppies, the state flower of California,
are native from the slopes of Western Oregon to Baja. However, people

v better descrip-

Photos Cynthia Brian

assume that
Echinacea pur-
purea, known as
Purple Cone-
flower, is native
to our area,
while in fact, it is
only endemic to
states east of the
Rockies. Yet bor-
ders are not ob-
served by plants,
so perhaps a

tion of a “native”
would be a plant
that has adapted
over time to
thrive in condi-
tions that were
like their en-
demic habitats.

Because true
natives are well-
suited to the cli-
mate and soils of
aregion, gar-
deners believe
that they won’t
require as muc
attention. But
being “native”
doesn’t mean that a species doesn’t require water, fertilizer, pest pro-
tection, and maintenance. Natives are not immune to drought, preda-
tors, temperature fluctuations, and other garden stressors. Our land-
scapes are not natural environments; our gardens are man/woman
made! Forests, woodlands, deserts, and marshes have evolved over
millennia to be biodiverse and resilient.

flowering native.

... continued on Page OHS8
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported ~ Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 6 $1,400,000 $4,075,000
MORAGA 2 $1,460,000 $1,695,000
ORINDA 7 $455,000 $3,550,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

SNEAK PEEK | ORINDA VIEW DEVELOPMENT | $5,585,000
5,691SF | 4BD | 5.5BA | OFFIcE | PooL | 1.17AC

Nestled within the sought-after Orinda View Development, this stunning
single-level property spans over an acre of pristine land. The
professionally landscaped yard is a haven, featuring a sparkling pool/spa,
putting green, gazebo, sport court, solar, and an array of vibrant flowers
and plants. Step inside to discover a meticulously designed interior
adorned with spectacular finishes, including exotic wood cabinetry, barrel
ceilings, and custom hardwood flooring. The residence seamlessly blends
elegance with functionality, creating an inviting and sophisticated
atmosphere. With its spacious layout and luxurious details, this property
offers a unique opportunity for refined living in a picturesque setting.

TRUST. EXPERIENCE. RESULTS.

GLENN BEAUBELLE & KELLIE BEAUBELLE
925.200.5011
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

glenn@thebeaubellegroup.com
DRE 00678426, 01165322

LAFAYETTE

218 Contessa Court, $3,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 3136 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 01-31-24,
Previous Sale: $3,525,000, 03-10-22

1182 Glen Road, $4,075,000, 4 Bdrms, 3676 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 01-30-24,
Previous Sale: $3,520,000, 07-22-20

1541 Rancho View Drive, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2349 SqFt,
1955 YrBlt, 02-05-24

3388 Rossi Street, $2,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2537 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 01-29-24,
Previous Sale: $1,795,000, 11-18-19

1092 Via Roble, $1,810,000, 3 Bdrms, 2108 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 02-08-24

95 Woodbury Highlands Court #33, $1,699,000, 3 Bdrms, 1904 SqFt,
2022 YrBlt, 02-09-24

MORAGA

109 Brookline Street, $1,450,000, 2 Bdrms, 1887 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 02-05-24,
Previous Sale: $775,000, 11-29-12

448 Kingsford Drive, $1,695,000, 4 Bdrms, 2132 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 01-31-24

ORINDA

73 Brookwood Road #30, $455,000, 1 Bdrms, 673 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 02-02-24

6 Ivy Drive, $1,107,500, 2 Bdrms, 1548 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 01-29-24,
Previous Sale: $281,000, 04-01-89

315 Miller Court, $3,550,000, 5 Bdrms, 3822 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 02-06-24,
Previous Sale: $2,425,000, 10-09-19

132 Ravenhill Road, $1,460,000, 3 Bdrms, 2674 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 02-05-24

2 Stanton Court, $2,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2193 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 02-05-24,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 12-06-22

332 Village View Court, $3,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 2203 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 02-05-24,
Previous Sale: $2,350,000, 01-11-23

601 Watchwood Road, $2,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 2541 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 02-08-24



A thtle Off- I\/Iarket Action.....

710 Miner Road, Orinda
5bd | 3ba | 3088 sqgft | 1.15 acres

For More Information About
Off-Market Listings Give Us a Call!

Amy Rose Smith, Shannon Conner,
Clark Thompson and Molly Smith

925.254.8585

1 . -
_!-u_-&—':!? 141 La Cuesta Road, Orinda | $2,200,000
4bd | 3ba | 2477 sqft | .31 acre

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It’s Village. Of Course.

ASsociares  Allinformation herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Shannon (01885058) | Amy (01855959) | Molly (01498053) | Clark (00903367)
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Contra Costa County suspends All-Electric requirements for

new buildings

The Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors suspended
enforcement of its requirement that most new buildings be
constructed as all-electric buildings at the Feb. 27 meeting. The
County’s all-electric building requirement, as part of the County’s
building code, had prohibited the installation of natural gas
infrastructure in most new buildings and required developers to use
electricity as the sole source of energy in the building. With the
suspension, the County’s all-electric building requirement will not be
enforced.

Last month, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
invalidated a City of Berkeley ordinance that prohibited natural gas
infrastructure in new buildings. The court held that the federal
Energy Policy and Conservation Act precludes cities and counties
from adopting building codes that prohibit the installation of gas
plumbing in buildings.

Contra Costa County’s all-electric building requirement, like the

Your Design ¢
Build Partner |- =

invalidated City of Berkeley ordinance, prohibits the installation of
gas plumbing in new buildings. The County is therefore suspending
this requirement in response to the Ninth Circuit’s decision.

At the same time, the Board of Supervisors remains committed to
the goals that prompted it to adopt the all-electric requirement:
improving public health and fighting climate change. The Board
referred the topic of reducing greenhouse gas emissions from
buildings to its Sustainability Committee and directed staff to report
on alternatives for advancing this objective at the Committee’s next
meeting.

“Contra Costa County remains committed to reducing the use of
fossil fuels in buildings and continues to support the construction of
new buildings using all-electric technologies. We are eager to identify
new and innovative ways to continue to pursue our goal of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from buildings.” said Board Chair Federal
D. Glover, District 5 Supervisor.

Provided by Contra Costa County Office of Communications & Media

Client satisfaction is a top priority

CANYONDESIGNBUILD

The team was extremely professional and
knowledgeable. They were very responsive
and open to all my requests along the
way. | highly recommend Canyon Design
Build!—Cynthia B.

© 510.482.0300 @ canyondesignbuild.com




70 El Gavilan Road, Orinda

Welcome to your ultimate retreat nestled in the heart of Orinda! Complete
with a 750 sq ft ADU, this spacious haven boasts breathtaking panoramic
views, offering a slice of serenity amidst nature’s beauty. With generous

square footage, there’s ample room for every aspect of your lifestyle.

call for Price | 3 Bed + Office | 3 Bath +1 ADU | 2,736 sqft | 37 acre lot

925.980.3829

Shannon@ShannonConner.com
ShannonConner.com

DRE# 01885058
Villageassociates.com
925.254.0505

SHANNOIN
CONNER

Village

ASSOCIATES
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LISTINGS FOR SALE
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4224 LINCOLN AVENUE OAKLAND

$995,000
510.610.3601

2BED | 2BATH | 1,427 SQ. FT.
JENNIE A. FLANIGAN

1129 AVENIDA SEVILLA, UNIT4B

WALNUT CREEK

$450,000
925.788.7034

2BED | 2BATH | 1,243 SQ.FT.
MEREDITH PETERSON

6 WINGFOOT STREET

MORAGA

$2,250,000
925.998.5599
925.787.3464

4BED | 2.5 BATH | 3,424 SQ. FT.
KELLY CRAWFORD
JEANNETTE BETTENCOURT

OMAR KHAN

925.705.1609
DRE# 02139271

BEV ARNOLD

925.788.8516
DRE# 01154860

KELLY CRAWFORD

925.998.5599
DRE# 01327015

MORE EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS BY - ‘@

WELCOMING

CHRIS DUBOIS

TO OUR
OAKLAND/
BERKELEY
OFFICE

CHRIS DUBOIS
chris.dubois@vanguardproperties.com
510.333.3505 | DRE#01926382

KELLY

CRAWFORD
TEAM

"We KNOW where the good ones are.
We GO where the good ones arel”

We helped 32 buyers & 30 sellers achieve their goals in 2023,

call us to see how we can help youl!

925.998.5599

KELLYCRAWFORDHOMES.COM |

KELLY CRAWFORD | VANGUARD TOP PRODUCER 2023

Béﬁ;\z\fg}iT ASAD DURRANI MICHELE MCKAY
925.787.3464 310.735.7116 9254824116

DRE#02174180 DRE# #01902466

DRE# 01154506

Vv

VANGUARD
PROPFRTIFS

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM |

971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 |

DRE# 01486075



WELCOMING

KAREN
PAULSEN

TO OUR

LAFAYETTE OFFICE

KAREN PAULSEN | 925.698.3252 karen.paulsen@vanguardproperties.com DRE# 01351931

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 21+ YEARS

COMMITTED TO PROVIDING YOU WITH EXCELLENT
PERSONAL SERVICE!

PENDING WITH 10 OFFERS!

3944 FAIRLANDS DRIVE

4 BED | 3BATH | 2,021 SQ. FT.| 0.17 ACRES LISTED FOR $1,725,000

COMING SOON IN SANDERS RANCH!
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MORAGA
PRICE UPON REQUEST

27 MERRILL CIRCLE
5BED | 4BATH | 4,874 SQ.FT. | 0.96 ACRES

Dramatic home with recent updating on 0.96 acre. Large open kitchen/family room opens

to wrap around deck overlooking a beautiful and peaceful setting with no rear neighbors.

JUST LISTED

PREMIER CAMPOLINDO LOCATION

MORAGA

Welcome to this single-story Campolindo rancher with one of the best settings
in the neighborhood. Close to Rim Trail access, with views of nearby hills, a
pool and a flat yard, it’s the perfect place to call home. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
with a layout that lends itself to entertaining and indoor-outdoor living. Near
top-rated Campolindo High School and the Cabana Club.

Please visit holcenberg.com for more
information and photos.

. amorinda Native.
Lamorinda Expert.

21 YEARS SELLING LAMORINDA

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG

925.324.0405 | DRE#01373412

Michelle@Holcenberg.com

HOLCENBERG.COM

The information contained herein has been received from Vanguard Properties’ clients, third parties and/or public records. Vanguard Properties has not verified the foregoing information
and will not confirm the accuracv of same. Buvers are advised to investiaate all information important to Buvers and to verifv the accuracv of the representations contained herein.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Vg

The Garden ot

Melting P

Eucalyptus is endemic to Australia and should not be planted in our
region because of fire danger.

... continued from Page OH1

Do we want to only plant natives instead of non-natives? My answer is
a firm no! I have always advocated for “planting the world” as there are so
many species that thrive in our locale with origins from around the globe.
Many revered non-natives have acclimated to our soil, weather, and stres-
sors providing food and refuge for insects, wildlife, and birds while living
in harmony with native species. Would you want to live without tulips, daf-
fodils, Asian lilies, camellias, azaleas, peonies, Birds of Paradise, tulip mag-
nolia trees, or Calla lilies? What about the numerous houseplants that we
use to beautify our indoor facilities? If you love orchids, bromeliads, an-
thuriums, philodendrons, crotons, or Schefflera, youw’ll agree that tropicals
and non-natives are just as critical as natives to ecological cohesion.

There are trees, shrubs, grasses, and numerous bloomers that are na-
tives. There are over twenty species of oaks and two species of redwoods
that are native to California.

Here is a short list of my favorite natives that prosper in my landscape.

California poppy
California fuchsia
California milkweed
Blue-eyed grass
Morning glory
Western yarrow

Photos Cynthia Brian
California poppies are the state flower and propagate by seed.

Ceanothus
Agave
Prickly Pear
Oak
Redwood

Balance the diversity and aesthetic appeal to create a magnificent gar-
den melting pot filled with both natives and non-natives. Plan to plant
species that have adapted to our local climate, avoid any invasive varieties,
refrain from using insecticides and pesticides, and maintain your garden
as needed. Remember that even “natives” will need pruning and mainte-
nance. When you incorporate a harmonious atmosphere of many different
types of plants from around the globe, pollinators and other creatures will
be supported.

My family immigrated from southern Italy and the Italian canton of
Switzerland, bringing with them their favorite seeds from “the old coun-
try”. The descendants of those heirloom seeds are beloved plants shining in
my garden today. Because I was born in California, I often refer to myself
as a California native. Yet, just like the plants in my garden, I am just part
of the marvelous melting pot of cultures from around the globe.

Embrace a more diverse and resilient ecosystem by planting a salad of
natives and non-natives in your garden. Appreciate the differences. When
the flowers bloom, the whole world appears!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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Drainage Systems_

» Standing Water Problems

Eliminated
e Sump Pump Service,
Repairs & Replacement .-
+ Drainage RAINAGE

Inspections & Reports RalNwaAaTER cOonTROL PROS

* Retaining Walls 925_944.5263

drainagepros.com s
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

A Happy Valley Playground For All Ages

3941HAPPYVALLEYRD.COM

3941 & 3943 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette
OFFERED AT $9,495,000 | 4BEDS | 5.5BATHS | 8,620 SQFT | 3.28 ACRES

This magnificent, 8,620 (+/-) square-foot retreat sits on a dual lot at the end of a private drive, far removed
from Happy Valley Road traffic and a world away from life’s cares. The home (3941 Happy Valley Road) sits
on 2.3 acres (+/-), and it adjoins the second lot (3943, on .98 acre (+/-)). The second lot can be preserved
as open space or developed, or sold separately for development.

Local Expert & Lamorinda Resident

Ann Newton Cane g?'td.'?”
415.999.0253 i
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com . )
AnnNewtonCane.com S“th*-h}r'-"-
Lic. #02084093 S

AAARN -

RENTESPACE

S ELECTEDIUNITS
el i .

(P » @8]
Hours of operafion
Mon-Sal fam -Gpm
Sunday 10am-4pm (925 643-2026

e S LDBLE. COM

455 sormga Hd See F
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An ODE to Spring

By Toris Jaeger, Naturalist

The first day of Spring takes place on March 19 this year.

It will be great to celebrate the Spring EQUINOX.

We are also celebrating the first day of Summer Solstice
on June 20.
In late March, April, May and early June we will witness the
NATURE come alive with wildflowers in bloom, Deciduous
trees putting on their leaves, the evergreen trees growing
more leaves and needles.

Such a wonder to witness!

“Look deep into Nature and then understand everything
better “ Albert Einstein

We each have our own interpretation of Einstein’s quote.

My understanding is to really experience Nature in the
mind, heart and soul, one must be in the Nature and be one
with Nature.

Visit your favorite site that speaks to you

Take a walk in the Redwoods, the healing trees.

Visit a creek and witness the life giving force that runs
through Nature.

The ground is alive with mushrooms, the keepers of the
soil and the trees root systems.

Take a trip to the ocean, the time of much reflection.

Our phones and computers with all their apps can pro-
vide a view of the Nature but in my humble opinion it is not
the same.

I hope you can find the time and the interest in getting out
into the real Nature;
you will be im-
mensely rewarded.
Toris Jaeger,
Naturalist

www.lamorindaweekly.com 925-377-0977 Wednesday, March 13, 2024

Cynthia Brian’s Goddess Gardener
Monthly Guide

REPOT houseplants that
have outgrown their
containers. Gently loosen
the roots after you have
removed the plant from
the original pot. Add new
potting soil to a bigger
planter. Position your
plant in the center, fill
the edges with new soil,
and pat down the soil.
Water thoroughly. It may
take a bit of adjustment
until your plant will
flourish.

AERATE lawns and leave
the plugs on the grass as
fertilizer.

SHARPEN and clean
tools for the spring
workload.

HARVEST oranges.

BUY pots of oxalis, also
known as shamrocks, to
decorate for St. Patrick’s
Day.

PLANT milkweed to attract Monarch butterflies.
START weeding to get a jump start on spring plantings.

DISPOSE of fallen camellia blossoms until bushes are finished
blooming to prevent disease.

Used both indoors and outdoors, Cordyline is
a genus of plants native to Pacific islands and
Southeast Asia.

Native to South Africa, The Netherlands is
Calla lilies thrive in houseplant, the ) home to our revered
California. heart-shaped anthurium tulips.

was discovered in South
America. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Getting ready for spring, Cynthia Brian
rejuvenates at the ocean.

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You
Are!® 501 c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest
children’s picture book, Family Forever, from the series,
Stella Bella’s Barnyard Adventures is available now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire
Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com
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MOVE CDEEDEMATDES

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placieg fumitare, stling op kilchen, oegarahing cdossls, cepboards and domeirs

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominatzd by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Qirtsianaling helin@Ecareireamoves net
Woman-Owned Small Busingss W carefreamowes net

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

196 Moraga Way -

emms T ]
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

(925) 254-3713 + Open Wednesday - Sunday
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417 Moraga Way, Orinda 8 Hidden Lane, Orinda

4 Bd | 2 Ba | 2007 Sqft | $2,250,000 5 Bd | 3 Ba | 4495 Sqft | $2,150,000 3 Bd |2 Ba| 1160 Sqft | $1,095,000

Custom home by Dan Bartlett of DB Design Build features, soaring Beautiful 5bd/3ba, 4495 sqft home w/ wrap-around Sleepy Hollow Adorable updated cottage style home with abundant charm, located
ceilings, wall of multi-sliders & scenic views! views and is move-in ready! close to everything Orinda offers!

New Listing!

141 Fiesta Circle, Orinda 17 Fallen Leaf Court, Lafayette 1224 Upper Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

3Bd | 2.5 Ba| 1392 Sqft | $1,075,000 5 Bd + Study | 5.5 Ba | 4789 Sqft | $4,495,000 3 Bd | 2 Ba | 2235 Sqft | $1,950,000

With “good bones” on a spacious .29 flat acre corner lot, the house Rare, single-level 5bd/5.5ba family home nestled on a cul-de-sac in Private .87 acre lot provides a picturesque setting with views of the
offers a canvas for your imagination! one of Reliez Valley's most coveted neighborhoods! stately trees and surrounding hills!

1988 Ascot Drive, Unit C, Moraga 1411 Stonehedge Drive, Pleasant Hill 2601 College Ave #309, Berkeley
3 Bd | 2 Ba | 645 Sqft | $695,000 3 Bd | 3 Ba| 2304 Sqft | $1,675,000 2+ Bd | 2 Ba | 1084 Sqft | $875,000
Spacious 3bd/2ba unit on Ascot Drive with a peaceful deck over This stunning tri-level located in the desirable Valley High Conveniently located between EiImwood & UC Berkeley, this light &
looking verdant views! neighborhood has been updated from head to toe! bright top-floor unit has Bay views!
The Village Ashley Battersby ¢« Shannon Conner « Meara Dunsmore « Linda Ehrich « Emily Estrada ¢ Joan Evans  Linda Friedman ¢ Liz Gallagher

Associates:  Claudia Gohler « Ari Hatton « Gillian Judge Hogan « Dexter Honens Il « Christina Linezo « April Matthews « Hillary Murphy « Karen Murphy
John Nash - Altie Schmitt « Ann Sharf « Amy Rose Smith « Molly Smith « Jeff Snell < Lynda Snell « Alexis Thompson « Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger « Ignacio Vega * Ann Ward « Margaret Zucker

0facebook,com/\/IIIageAssodates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

o twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ASSODCIATEES

Visit www.VillageAssociates.com It's Village. Of Course.
DRE# 01301392 DRE# 01301392



